


Rep. Chris Bell (D-TX) against former Majority Leader Tom DeLay — ever made it to the Ethics
Committee. Complaints CREW prepared against Reps. Ney and Cunningham, for example, went
nowhere.

Members of the House have expressed concern that if outsiders could file complaints, the
Ethics Committee might be overwhelmed with complaints and that large numbers of frivolous
complaints would be filed for political purposes. The Senate, however, allows outsiders to file
- complaints and has suffered none of these ill effects.

H.R. 4239, introduced last session by Reps. Chris Murphy (D-CT) and Zack Space (D-
OH), creates an independent ethics office, gives the office subpoena power and creates a formal
process for reviewing complaints from outside groups. This is the solution the House needs to
address the inadequate ethics enforcement that has haunted the House for the past decade and
contributed to public dissatisfaction with Congress. CREW urges you to support H.R. 4239 as a
substitute to H. Res. 895.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if CREW can provide further information. I can be
reached at 202-408-5565.
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Melanie Sloan
Executive Director
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