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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
 
CITIZENS FOR RESPONSIBILITY AND 
ETHICS IN WASHINGTON, 
 

Plaintiff, 
 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

v. )      Case No. 19-cv-3488 (TFH) 
 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET, 
et al., 
 

Defendants. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
PLAINTIFF’S SUPPLEMENTAL STATUS REPORT  

 
Pursuant to this Court’s order the parties in this case filed a Joint Status Report on July 

31, 2020 (ECF 15) (“July 31 JSR”). As part of that report, CREW noted that the State 

Department effectively was seeking an open-ended stay of its court-ordered processing 

obligations, but had failed to demonstrate an inability to process any records on its classified 

system. July 31 JSR ¶¶ 17, 18. CREW further noted that while State has claimed an inability to 

process the classified documents at issue here, it has found the necessary personnel to provide 

Republican members of Congress with thousands of pages of documents, including classified 

information. Id. ¶ 19. 

On August 6, 2020, the Court entered a minute order scheduling a telephonic status 

conference for August 26, 2020. The Court’s Order noted that “[t]he State Department should be 

prepared to address its timeline for processing of classified documents.”  

 Recent reporting has brought to light an internal State Department memorandum dated 

August 17, 2020, concerning a congressional request for documents from the Chairs of the 

Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs and the Senate Committee 
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on Finance. See Natasha Bertrand, Andrew Desiderio and Kyle Cheney, Pompeo aid orders State 

Department to provide Biden, Russia probe documents, Politico, Aug. 18, 2020, 

https://www.politico.com/news/2020/08/18/pompeo-aide-biden-russia-documents-397895.1 A 

copy of this memo is attached as Exhibit A. Pertinent here, the memo directs that the multiple 

recipient State Department offices and bureaus conduct a search of all responsive records. It 

further notes that “[c]lassified and unclassified materials should be sent as separate files via 

ClassNet and OpenNet, respectively.” Plaintiff submits this report to supplement the information 

provided in the Joint Status Report on the ability of the State Department to marshal resources to 

comply with document requests from Republican members of Congress.  

Dated: August 24, 2020    Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Anne L. Weismann 
Anne L. Weismann 
(D.C. Bar No. 298190) 
Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics 
in Washington 
1101 K Street, N.W., Suite 201 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Phone: (202) 408-5565 
aweismann@citizensforethics.org 

 
Counsel for Plaintiff 
 
 
 

                                                
1 The memo is available at https://www.politico.com/f/?id=00000174-02bb-d271-adf7-
77fbcba20000. 
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EXHIBIT A 
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