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NG Senior Leaders,  

Update for 26 August 2021 follows:  
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SIPR: ng.ncr.ngb.mbx.ngbjoc‐msg‐ctr@mail.smil.mil <mailto:ng.ncr.ngb.mbx.ngbjoc‐msg‐ctr@mail.smil.mil>   

Controlled by: National Guard Bureau 

Controlled by: National Guard Bureau Joint Operations Center (JOC) 

CUI Category: OPSEC 

Distribution/Dissemination Controls: Deliberative  

POC: NGB JOC 703‐607‐3589 

CUI  
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Update for 04 August 2021 follows:  
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WEATHER WATCHES & WARNINGS: 

Excessive Heat Conditions: AZ, CA, NV 

Red Flag Warnings: CA, OR 

Elevated Flood Conditions: CO, FL, NC, NM, SC, WY 

Declared States of Emergency related to Weather: CA (wildfires), MI (storm), MT, NV, OR, WA (wildfires), WI (severe 
storms) 

IN THE NEWS (Raw Data/Open source) 

Tennessee 

TN National Guard, first responders join to.gether for emergency response exercises 
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https://www.wate.com/news/tennessee/tn‐national‐guard‐first‐responders‐join‐together‐for‐emergency‐response‐
exercises/ 

Ohio 

Mansfield Could be Home to Air National Guard's New Cyber Wing 

https://www.wksu.org/government‐politics/2021‐08‐03/mansfield‐could‐be‐home‐to‐air‐national‐guards‐new‐cyber‐
wing 

NGB JOC  

Temple ARNG Readiness Center  

Arlington, VA  

COMM: 703‐607‐3589  

DSN: 327‐3589  

DRSN: 80‐228‐2877 

NIPR: ng.ncr.arng.mbx.ngbjoccmsgctr@mail.mil <mailto:ng.ncr.arng.mbx.ngbjoccmsgctr@mail.mil>   

SIPR: ng.ncr.ngb.mbx.ngbjoc‐msg‐ctr@mail.smil.mil <mailto:ng.ncr.ngb.mbx.ngbjoc‐msg‐ctr@mail.smil.mil>   

Controlled by: National Guard Bureau 

Controlled by: National Guard Bureau Joint Operations Center (JOC) 

CUI Category: OPSEC 

Distribution/Dissemination Controls: Deliberative  

POC: NGB JOC 703‐607‐3589 

CUI 
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41e82%7C9e5488e2e83844f6886cc7608242767e%7C0%7C0%7C637375981926031732&sdata=4jjT6IUlObwm0XhChJno
p6yz00IDX1mdanrlalrtbMs%3D&reserved=0 >   
 
 < Caution‐Caution‐Caution‐
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fkeloland&data=02%7C01%7CAK
ennecke%40keloland.com%7C4ca53997915f41473fc508d86a141e82%7C9e5488e2e83844f6886cc7608242767e%7C0%7
C0%7C637375981926031732&sdata=56JQjHWmvZwzDCCUpZpjLFkRbHGNrfbIXSBnnfYTbSI%3D&reserved=0 >   
 
Nexstar Media Inc. does not discriminate in advertising contracts on the basis of race, ethnicity or gender and further 
requires that in the performance of all Nexstar Media Inc. advertising agreements, Nexstar Media Inc. requires that each 
party not discriminate on the basis of race or ethnicity. 
 
This e‐mail and any files transmitted with it are the property of Nexstar Media Inc. are confidential, and are intended 
solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom this e‐mail is addressed and/or as indicated in the applicable file. If 
you are not one of the named recipient(s) or otherwise have reason to believe that you have received this message in 
error, please notify the sender and delete this message immediately from your computer. Any other use, retention, 
dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of the e‐mail is strictly prohibited. 
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NOTICE: 
 
This message, and any attachments, contain(s) information that may be confidential or protected by privilege from 
disclosure and is intended only for the individual or entity named above. No one else may disclose, copy, distribute or 
use the contents of this message for any purpose. Its unauthorized use, dissemination or duplication is strictly prohibited 
and may be unlawful. If you receive this message in error or you otherwise are not an authorized recipient, please 
immediately delete the message and any attachments and notify the sender. 
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Please respond within 20 working days, as the Act provides, or notify me if “unusual” or “exceptional” circumstances 
apply (as the Act uses those terms). 
 
  
 
If you decide to withhold an exempt portion of any record, please release all other segregable parts. If you withhold any 
record or portion of a record, please specify which statutory exemptions are claimed for each withholding. Please 
separately state your reasons for not invoking your discretion, as the Act allows, to release the requested information. 
Please describe each record withheld, including its date and size (e.g., amount of electronic memory or number of paper 
pages). 
 
  
 
Request for fee reduction as a representative of the news media 
 
The Center for Public Integrity is a news media organization, and therefore this request should be exempt from all fees 
for search and review. This request is being made in connection with the Center’s newsgathering functions and not for 
any other commercial purpose. The Center intends to produce one or more original investigative reports based on 
analysis of the requested information. The Center’s work has won the 2014 Pulitzer Prize for Investigative Reporting and 
numerous other journalism awards (see Caution‐http://www.publicintegrity.org/about/our‐work/awards < Caution‐
http://www.publicintegrity.org/about/our‐work/awards > ). 
 
The only federal court to consider the issue has held that the Center “is entitled to treatment as a representative of the 
news media for purposes of FOIA.”Center for Public Integrity v. HHS, Civil Case No. 06‐1818, 2007 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 56172 
(D.D.C. Aug. 3, 2007),Caution‐https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/cgi‐bin/show_public_doc?2006cv1818‐15 < Caution‐
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/cgi‐bin/show_public_doc?2006cv1818‐15 > . In addition, our reporters covering Congress 
and congressional committees are credentialed by the Standing Committee of Correspondents of the Congressional 
Daily Press Gallery.  
 
Request for fee waiver 
 
In addition, the Center requests a waiver of all duplication fees for this request as permitted under the Act. Disclosure of 
the requested information to the Center is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or 
activities of the government. The disclosures we request under the Freedom of Information Act primarily serve the 
public interest and not any commercial interest. 
 
As a media organization (see above), the Center has the means to disseminate the requested information to the general 
public. We intend to publish the resulting investigative report(s) on our website,Caution‐www.publicintegrity.org < 
Caution‐http://www.publicintegrity.org > , which is visited by more than 160,000 persons monthly. We also intend to 
distribute the report(s) through other media outlets (print, broadcast and/or online), as is our practice. Past partnerships 
have included TIME magazine, Politico, the Washington Post, NBC News, NPR, and a long list of other media 
organizations. 
 
Request for expedition 
 
We request expedited processing for this request because the Center for Public Integrity and I are “primarily engaged in 
disseminating information,” and there is “urgency to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government 
activity.” Specifically, there is pressing ongoing public concern into the role played by a private donor in this deployment 
of the South Dakota National Guard (see, for example,Caution‐https://apnews.com/article/joe‐biden‐sd‐state‐wire‐
south‐dakota‐texas‐c9461c65234434f91f749a92608d2287 < Caution‐https://apnews.com/article/joe‐biden‐sd‐state‐
wire‐south‐dakota‐texas‐c9461c65234434f91f749a92608d2287 > ) and the chairman of the House Oversight Committee 
is seeking additional information regarding the matter (seeCaution‐https://www.politico.com/news/2021/06/30/adam‐
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July 6, 2021 
 
South Dakota National Guard 
Attn: Freedom of Information Act Office 
2823 West Main Street 
Rapid City, SD 57702-8170 
 

Re:  Freedom of Information Act Request 
 

Dear FOIA Officer: 
 
Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington (“CREW”) submits this 

request for records pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 U.S.C. § 552, 
and U.S. Department of Defense (“DOD”) regulations.  

 
Specifically, CREW requests all records from May 1, 2021 to the date this request 

is processed relating to the deployment of the South Dakota National Guard to the 
southern U.S. border, as announced by Governor Kristi Noem on June 29, 2021 (the 
“Deployment”),1 including without limitation the following records: 

 
1. All records relating to the “private donation” to support the Deployment 

provided by Willis and Reba Johnson’s Foundation and billionaire Willis 
Johnson, including records sufficient to identify the amount of the private 
donation and any communications with Willis Johnson or any representative 
of his foundation. 
 

2. All records reflecting any complaint, inquiry, analysis, consideration, or 
determination by the DOD, the National Guard, or any other federal or state 
entity regarding the propriety of using a private donation to fund the 
Deployment. 
 

3. All records reflecting any complaint, inquiry, analysis, consideration, or 
determination by the DOD, the National Guard, or any other federal or state 
entity regarding any legal restrictions applicable to the Deployment. 

 
4. All communications with Governor Noem’s office regarding the Deployment. 

 
5. All records reflecting the parameters of the Deployment, including any 

instructions or other communications to South Dakota National Guard 

1 See Press Release, Governor Noem Deploys South Dakota National Guard to Texas for Border Security, 
South Dakota State News, June 29, 2021, https://news.sd.gov/newsitem.aspx?id=28226.  
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members about the nature of the Deployment, whether participation is 
mandatory or voluntary, and the source of funding for the Deployment. 

 
The above request excludes agency records consisting solely of news articles, 

press clippings, and other publicly-available material, so long as the records include no 
accompanying discussion by agency officials 

 
If it is your position any portion of the requested records is exempt from 

disclosure, CREW requests that you provide it with an index of those documents as 
required under Vaughn v. Rosen, 484 F.2d 820 (D.C. Cir. 1973). If some portions of the 
requested records are properly exempt from disclosure, please disclose any reasonably 
segregable non-exempt portions of the requested records. See 5 U.S.C. § 552(b). If it is 
your position that a document contains non-exempt segments, but that those non-
exempt segments are so dispersed throughout the document as to make segregation 
impossible, please state what portion of the document is non-exempt, and how the 
material is dispersed throughout the document. See Mead Data Central v. U.S. Dep’t of 
the Air Force, 566 F.2d 242, 261 (D.C. Cir. 1977). 

 
Please be advised that CREW intends to pursue all legal remedies to enforce its 

right under the FOIA to access these documents. Accordingly, because litigation 
reasonably is foreseeable, the agency should institute an agency-wide preservation hold 
on documents potentially responsive to this request. 

 
Fee Waiver Request 

 
In accordance with 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A) and agency regulations, CREW requests 

a waiver of fees associated with processing this request for records. The subject of this 
request concerns the operations of the federal government, and the disclosures likely 
will contribute to a better understanding of relevant government procedures by CREW 
and the general public in a significant way.  See 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). Moreover, the 
request primarily and fundamentally is for non-commercial purposes. See, e.g., 
McClellan Ecological v. Carlucci, 835 F.2d 1282, 1285 (9th Cir. 1987). 

 
In a press release issued on June 29, 2021, Governor Kristi Noem announced that 

“up to fifty South Dakota National Guard troops are being deployed to Texas to help the 
secure the border between the United States and Mexico.”2 The release added that the 
“deployment will be paid for by a private donation.”3 The donation was reportedly 
provided by Willis Johnson, a billionaire Republican donor.4 Noem’s “acceptance of the 
donation from Johnson, who doesn’t even live in Noem’s state but rather in Tennessee, 
has drawn intense scrutiny,” with experts saying “it sets a troubling precedent in which 
a wealthy patron is effectively commandeering U.S. military might to address private 

2 See Press Release, Governor Noem Deploys South Dakota National Guard to Texas for Border Security, 
South Dakota State News, June 29, 2021, https://news.sd.gov/newsitem.aspx?id=28226.  
3 Id. 
4 Brian Slodysko and Stephen Groves, GOP donor pays $1M to deploy South Dakota national guard, 
Associated Press, June 30, 2021, https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-sd-state-wire-south-dakota-
immigration-philanthropy-6962b757ef01dff90cfe7fbb445d56f5  

FOIA Internal Record #FA-22-0001-L 
64 of 170





Sincerely,  
 
 

 
 

Senior Counsel 
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Update for 21 JULY 2021 follows:  
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Reno, NV 

Searchers in California mountains rescued after helicopter crash; hiker also found 

https://www.mercurynews.com/2021/07/20/searchers‐rescued‐after‐helicopter‐crash‐hiker‐also‐found/ 

NGB JOC  

Temple ARNG Readiness Center  

Arlington, VA  

COMM: 703‐607‐3589  

DSN: 327‐3589  

DRSN: 80‐228‐2877 

NIPR: ng.ncr.arng.mbx.ngbjoccmsgctr@mail.mil <mailto:ng.ncr.arng.mbx.ngbjoccmsgctr@mail.mil>   

SIPR: ng.ncr.ngb.mbx.ngbjoc‐msg‐ctr@mail.smil.mil <mailto:ng.ncr.ngb.mbx.ngbjoc‐msg‐ctr@mail.smil.mil>   

Controlled by: National Guard Bureau 

Controlled by: National Guard Bureau Joint Operations Center (JOC) 

CUI Category: OPSEC 

Distribution/Dissemination Controls: Deliberative  

POC: NGB JOC 703‐607‐3589 

CUI 
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WEATHER WATCHES & WARNINGS: 

‐ Tropical Storm ELSA: gusty winds, heavy rain, and isolated tornadoes into Mid‐Atlantic and New England 

‐ Excessive rainfall, potential life‐threatening flash floods throughout areas of Texas gulf coast  

‐ Dangerous heat throughout the West, expanding into Central Plains  

IN THE NEWS (Raw Data/Open source) 

CENTCOM, KS 

130TH Field Artillery Brigade improves air threat tracking 

https://www.army.mil/article/248263/130th_field_artillery_brigade_improves_air_threat_tracking 
<https://www.army.mil/article/248263/130th_field_artillery_brigade_improves_air_threat_tracking>  

Nashville, TN 

Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee to visit southern border this weekend, evaluate National Guard needs 

https://www.theleafchronicle.com/story/news/politics/2021/07/08/tennessee‐gov‐bill‐lee‐visit‐southern‐border‐over‐
weekend‐national‐guard‐troops/7902377002/ 
<https://www.theleafchronicle.com/story/news/politics/2021/07/08/tennessee‐gov‐bill‐lee‐visit‐southern‐border‐over‐
weekend‐national‐guard‐troops/7902377002/>  

Frankfort, KY 

KY National Guard sending 220 to southern border later in 2021 
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https://www.kentuckytoday.com/stories/ky‐national‐guard‐sending‐220‐to‐southern‐border‐later‐in‐21,33079 
<https://www.kentuckytoday.com/stories/ky‐national‐guard‐sending‐220‐to‐southern‐border‐later‐in‐21,33079>  
 
  
 
NGB JOC  
 
Temple ARNG Readiness Center  
 
Arlington, VA  
 
COMM: 703‐607‐3589  
 
DSN: 327‐3589  
 
DRSN: 80‐228‐2877 
 
NIPR: ng.ncr.arng.mbx.ngbjoccmsgctr@mail.mil <mailto:ng.ncr.arng.mbx.ngbjoccmsgctr@mail.mil>   
 
SIPR: ng.ncr.ngb.mbx.ngbjoc‐msg‐ctr@mail.smil.mil <mailto:ng.ncr.ngb.mbx.ngbjoc‐msg‐ctr@mail.smil.mil>   
 
  
 
Controlled by: National Guard Bureau 
 
Controlled by: National Guard Bureau Joint Operations Center (JOC) 
 
CUI Category: OPSEC 
 
Distribution/Dissemination Controls: Deliberative  
 
POC: NGB JOC 703‐607‐3589 
 
  
 
CUI 
 
  
 

FOIA Internal Record #FA-22-0001-L 
91 of 170























2

WEATHER WATCHES & WARNINGS: 

‐ Storm Surge flooding along the FL Keys, coastline 

‐ Heavy rainfall, floods FL Keys and FL SW Coast 

‐ Potential tornadoes throughout affected area 

‐ Excessive heat warning in AZ, CA, ID, NV and OR  

IN THE NEWS (Raw Data/Open source) 

Nashville, TN 

Tennessee National Guard helps one million Tennesseans get vaccinated. 
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https://www.clarksvilleonline.com/2021/07/04/tennessee‐national‐guard‐helps‐1‐million‐tennesseans‐get‐vaccinated/ 
 
  
 
Seward, NE 
 
Nebraska National Guard Museum unveils new exhibit honoring women. 
 
https://www.nebraska.tv/news/local/nebraska‐national‐guard‐museum‐unveils‐new‐exhibit‐honoring‐women 
 
  
 
  
 
NGB JOC  
 
Temple ARNG Readiness Center  
 
Arlington, VA  
 
COMM: 703‐607‐3589  
 
DSN: 327‐3589  
 
DRSN: 80‐228‐2877 
 
NIPR: ng.ncr.arng.mbx.ngbjoccmsgctr@mail.mil <mailto:ng.ncr.arng.mbx.ngbjoccmsgctr@mail.mil>   
 
SIPR: ng.ncr.ngb.mbx.ngbjoc‐msg‐ctr@mail.smil.mil <mailto:ng.ncr.ngb.mbx.ngbjoc‐msg‐ctr@mail.smil.mil>   
 
  
 
Controlled by: National Guard Bureau 
 
Controlled by: National Guard Bureau Joint Operations Center (JOC) 
 
CUI Category: OPSEC 
 
Distribution/Dissemination Controls: Deliberative  
 
POC: NGB JOC 703‐607‐3589 
 
  
 
CUI 
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CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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