




Page 3 of 5 
 

have made a copy of the Petition publicly available on a website, so that Mr. Trump or 
his agents can find it easily if they are alerted to the case by the media. 
 

4. Petitioners are prepared to put on evidence and witnesses within the five-day timeframe 
set forth in C.R.S. § 1-4-1204(4). 

 
5. At the same time, Petitioners understand that the complexity and importance of the 

matters raised in their Petition, as well as the need to permit meaningful participation by 
all Respondents in the proceedings, may necessitate additional time. 

 
6. Meanwhile, expedited proceedings are necessary because the Secretary faces looming 

deadlines to prepare ballots.  All hearings, decisions, and appeals (including potentially to 
the Colorado Supreme Court and U.S. Supreme Court) must be completed prior to the 
certification deadlines below. 
 

7. Colorado’s 2024 presidential primary is scheduled for March 5, 2024.1  The deadline for 
the Secretary of State to certify the contents of the 2024 presidential primary ballot is 
January 5, 2024.  C.R.S. §1-4-1204(1). 
 

8. Under Colorado’s presidential primary elections statute, the Secretary is responsible for 
overseeing ballot access for presidential primary candidates, including by accepting a 
major political party’s form designating a candidate “as a bona fide candidate for 
president of the United States” who is “affiliated with a major political party,” C.R.S. § 
1-4-1204(1)(b); and accepting a “notarized candidate’s statement of intent together with 
either a nonrefundable filing fee of five hundred dollars, or a petition signed by at least 
five thousand eligible electors,” C.R.S. § 1-4-1204(1)(c).   
 

9. The last date that a 2024 presidential primary candidate can submit a statement of intent, 
along with either the $500 fee, or a signed petition, is December 11, 2023.  C.R.S. §1-4-
1204(1)(c).2  These ballot access steps, however, may begin much earlier and can 
proceed over a several month period.  For example, major political parties can submit to 
the Secretary a form designating a candidate as a “bona fide candidate for president of the 
United States” who is “affiliated with [the] major political party” at any point. C.R.S. § 1-
4-1204(1)(b).  Presidential primary candidates can begin circulating petitions on 
November 6, 2023, C.R.S. §1-4-801(6), but before they begin circulating a petition, they 
must submit the petition form to the Secretary of State for approval, which may happen 
weeks or months in advance.  C.R.S. §1-4-903.  Similarly, presidential primary 
candidates can submit their notarized candidate’s statement of intent and a $500 filing fee 
at any time after announcing their candidacy, so long as it is “not later than eighty-five 
days before the date of the presidential primary election.”  C.R.S. §1-4-1204(1)(c). 
 

10. Respondent Trump is already a “candidate” under Colorado and federal law for the 2024 
Republican presidential primary election.  See Colo. Const. art. XXVIII, § 2 (defining 
“candidate” as one who “has publicly announced an intention to seek election to public 
office … and thereafter has received a contribution or made an expenditure in support of 

 
1 See 2024ElectionCalendar.pdf (state.co.us). 
2 See also 2023ElectionCalendar.pdf (state.co.us). 








