














Missouri Woman Escapes Kidnapping In Texas.

~woman from Joplin, Missouri escaped Clirestor Riddiey, her boyfriend, after he "kidnapped her at
rgunpoint” and drove “aoross state lines” for two days. Officers from the Sherman Police
Department detained Ridley after the woman was able to contact police from a gas station, KXIE
notes that the Sherman Police Department is “working with both Joplin Folice Department and the
| FBI in this case since it crossed state lines,” f

FBI Investigating Bank Robbery In Iowa. |
K_im Sioux Falis, 5D {6/3) reports that the FBI Bis taking over the investigation” Into a robbery
that occurred around noon on Thursday at Tows State Bank in Sheldon, lowa. KSFY says the
ssuspect, who is at large, s 7a black male, 6'27, wearing white gloves and blackish-grey pants” and
Creportedly made off with a sum of cash in two light tan-colored canvas bags.” f

FBI Raid At New Orleans Hotel Centers On Art.

WDEBU-TY New Orleans {6/3, Mackel, 101K} reports that the FBI raid at Magneila Mansion, the New
[ Orleans hotel owned by boxer-turned-businessman Fouad Zeton, “centers on art.” According to :
é“muitﬁpie sources, ” the “packages” that the FBI "removed from the bed and breakfast” during

‘as saving, ™1 don't have anything to hide. [ don't sel drugs. I'm not a criminal businessman. I'm
‘an honest man.’”

: Mewsweek {(6/3, 2.67M) also reports on the FBI rald and notes that Zeton “has given
‘campaign donations to candidates from both major parties and has been a fixture at political
Levents down the yvears.”

Former Municipal Chief Gets 21 Months For Bribery In Cleveland.

' The Twinshurg (OHI Patch (8/3, 1.44M) reports that a federal court sentenced Rufus Taylor, “the
former chief of the ity of Cleveland's Demolition Bureay,” to 21 months in prison after he
Cpleaded guilty to bribery.. and extortion under color of official right.” According to court filings,
Taylor “received cash bribes from two contractors in exchange for preferential treatment and
Hinformation on Cleveland's upcoming demolition projects,” The Patch notes that the FBI, the
 Department of Housing and Urban Development, and the Internal Revenue Service “led the
Hinvestigation inte Tayior.”

éFIorida Man Faces Child Porn Charges.

The Published Reporter {8/3, Mcfadyen) reports that in Floride, Bruce Cahill is facing “ten counts of
possession of photographs of sexual performance by a chiid and one count compiling computer :
parnography involving a minor.” The Reporter notes that members of the Fort Myers FBI Child
 Exploitation and Human Trafficking Task Force, Florida Department of Law Enforcement, and the

[ Charlotte County Sheriff's Office had previously conducted a raild against Cahill’s home in

December 2020 after receiving & Cvber-Tip Report from the National Center for Missing and
‘axploited Children.

§Trafficking Case Against Hindu Temple Call Attention To Caste Discrimination.

NPR (8/3, Mogul, 3.63M) reports the recently filed federal dass-action lawsuit that slleges the
CBAPS Hindu temple in New Jersey exploited "some 200 workers” whom it brought to the US under
R-1 visas as “religious volunteers™ is calling attention to caste-based discrimination among
Amnerican Hindus. NPR expiains, “Some Indian Americans in the area were shocked at the

' aliegations, but many immigrants with Dalit backgrounds say they were not surprised. Thay say ‘
‘discrimination is far more widespread in the U.S. than many of their feliow Hindus believe, existing
for both manual laborers and white-coliar workers in the information economy.” 5

%Arkansas Gang Leader Gets 15 Years For Gun, Drug Crimes.
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The Newton County {AR) Times (6/3, 7K) reports that on Thursday, a faderal court sentenced
Machita "Frog” Mitchell, I, the former leader of the Wolfe Street Crips, a gang in Little Rock, to
15 years in prison “for his role in a marijuana conspiracy as well a3 possessing a firgarm in 5
furtherance of a drug trafficking crime.” The Times notes the investigation into Mitchell's case “was
conducted by the FBI GETROCK Task Force and the Little Rock Police Department with assistance
from Arkansas Community Corrections,”

Michigan Detective Faces Drug Trafficking Charges.

MLive (MIY (673, Durr, 828K) reports that DOJ is prosecuting Tiffany Lipkovitch, a detective with
the Highland Park Police Department in Michigan, as well as her friend Amber Bellamy on charges
Lof distributing “fentanyi-laced heroin.” MLive notes the case against the two women was
Hinvestigated by the FBI Detroit Area Public Corruption Task Force along with the SONIC task foree
sanad the Drug Enforcement Administration. WIBK-TV Detroit {(6/3, Murdoch, 381K} notes the FBI
fused an undercover informant o expose the detective.

: The Detroit Free Press {6/3, Baldas, 2.16M} profiles Lipkovitch, saying the detective “isnt
new to controversy” as she was “fired more than a decade ago by the Wayne County sheriff's
‘office for allegedly fraternizing with felons and helping them smuggle drugs into prison.”

: Forty Alleged Members Of Gang Involved With Drug Trafficking Indicted. ;
The Detroit Free Press (6/3, 2.16M) reports, “Saying Detroit’s violent crime is out of control again,
the federal government on Thursday announced the indictment of 40 allegad” mermbers of the ‘
| Almighty Vice Lord Nation gang. Authorities “say the gang’s main purpose is to seli drugs, protect
its turf, provide money to iailed members and preserve its power through fear and intimidation.”
Running the same onling coverage of this story, WXYZ-TV Detroit {(6/3, 201K) and WSYM-TV
Lansing, M {6/3) report that the indicted individuals in this case "are chargad with.. .drug
trafficking” and violent crimes that include murder, The WIBK-TY Detroit {8/3, 381K) website

%csverage of this story. The Delrolt News {(6/3, Snell, 1.16M) and the WDRIV-TY Delroit {(6/3,
Willlams, 368K} website also cover the Alrmighty Vice Lord Nation gang indictment.

Baltimore Gang Indictment Charges 15 People With Conspiring To Distribute Narcotics.

The Washington Post (6/3, Davies, 10.52M) reports a recently unsealed faderal indictment
Ccharges 15 sliegad members and associates of” Triple €, a strest gang in Baltimore, Maryland,
Cwith conspiring to distribute narcotics and possess firearms to further their drug trafficking
business.” The FBI participated in the investigation that ted to the indictment, which also charges
F 11 of those defendants “with participating in & racketeering conspiracy.”

The Triple O gang indictment is also covered by other media outlets, including the AR {8/3),

ithe WMAR-TY Baltimore (§/3, Dickstein) website.

. Large Amount Of Cocaine Seized From Crashed Vehicle In Texas.

In online coverage, NBC Naws (&/4, Helsel, 4.91M) reports approximately 180 pounds of cocaine
was seized from a vehicle that was involved in a Memorial Day crash in Texas, The vehicie's

L unidentified driver “faces drug possession charges,” according to the Texas Department of Public
 Safety, which announced Monday’s seizure. It is “unclear where the” cocaine that was seized from
‘the crashed vehide in Texas came from, but “the Drug Enforcement Administration said in 3 recent
report that Mexican criminal organizations dominate the wholesale distribution of” that drug in the
US. The San Antonic Exprass-News {6/3, Pettaway, 685K} and the KAGS-TY Bryan, T {6/3)

L wabsite also cover the Memorial Day cocaine seizure in Texas,

Driver Sought By DEA Taken Into Custody Following Police Chase In Texas.

On its website, KIVT-TV Dallas (6/3) reports Rodolfo Gutlerrez-Tapia was taken into custody
Hfollowing a Thursday police chase in Texas. The chase began after DEA agents asked the Garland
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Police Department to stop Gutierres-Tapia’s pickup truck. In similar online coverage, KDFW-TV
Dallas (6/3, 372K) reports Gutierrez-Tapia “was wanted by the DEA,” according to the Garland
Police Department. The Dallas Morning News (6/3, 772K) and the KXAS-TV Dallas {8/3, 255K)
‘website also cover this story.

Missoula Man Gets 12 Years For Trafficking Meth.

The Missoutian (M) (8/3, Buchli, 124K) reports that in Montana on Wednesday, a federal court
sentenced Dylan Roy Mace to 12 yvears and seven months in prison after pleading guilty to "meth
trafficking charges,” According to court documents, “officials aliege that over the course of about a
year, baginning in November 20138," Mace and his partner, Leon Kavis, “conspirad to distribute :
meth.” Kavis has also pleaded guilty to drug trafficking charges and is awaiting sentencing.

Four Dallas Men Plead Guilty In Scheme To Rob Gay Men Using Grindr.

The Daltas Observer {6/3, Strickland, 216K) reports that in Dallas, Daniel Jenkins, Michael
FAtkinson, Daryl Henry, and Pablo Ceniceros-Deleon have pleaded guilty to hate crime charges

s after the group lured gay men on Grindr and then “held their victims at gunpoint, robbed them,
Hugged them to ATMs fo withdraw cash and mocked thern with homophobic slurs.” The Observer
‘quotes Matthew DeSarne, Special Agent In Charge of the FBI's Dallas fleld office as saying that
Hinvestigating hate crimes “remains ‘one of the FBI's highest priorities.”” DeSarno added, “No ong
should have to live in fear of violence because of who they are, where they are from or what thay
believe. ... "We will continue working with our law enforcement and community partners to detect

: Georgia Governor Suspends Sheriffs Indicted On Federal Civil Rights Charges.

The Arizona Republic (6/3, Fernando, 1.05M) reports Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp “signed an
Lexecutive order suspending Clavion County Sherlff Victor Hill from office” after a panel that
Hincluded the state attorney general and two other sheriffs advised that Hills indictment by a
Sfederal grand jury in April for using “unreasonable force” while “ordering pretrial detainees to he
restrained for hours even as they complied with police” justified his suspension,

: USA Today (6/3, Aspagren, Fernando, 12.7M) reports that Hill's "actions have garnered :
controversy since his first day of office in 2005 when he fired 27 deputies. ... As part of a tough-on-
crime stance, Hill used tenks and military equipment during drug raids, Hill was acquitted of more
than two doren corruption charges in 2013 and pleadad no contest to a reckless conduct charge in

F 2016 after shooting and injuring @ woman in May 2015.7

Four Drug Case Defendants Sentenced.

FAn online KIMT-TY Rochester, MN (6/3) article says Minnesota residents Katherine Byrd Campbell,
Brandon Earl Swanson, Jared William Merta and Wayde Salern Salwel have been sentencad for
participating in “a Twin Citles drug dealing conspiracy.” Campbell was sentenced to “time served
and five years of supervised release,” while Swanson, Merta and Salwal were sentenced to 144
‘months, 170 months and 132 months, respectively, in prisen, Like Campbell, Swanson, Merta and
Salwat were also sentenced to “five years of supervised refease.” The DEA and a number of other
sorganizations conducted the investigation that led to those sentences,

' Prosecutors Seek More Than Two Years In Prison For Former UAW Leader.

The Detroit News (6/3, Beggin, 1.16M} reports, "Proseculors want former United Auto Workers
President Gary Jones to spend more than two vears in federal prison for heiping steal as much as
L $1.5 million from union members.” The News adds, “In revealing the desired 28-month prison
“term Thursday, prosecuiors also requested that Jones pay $550,000 in restitution to the UAW,

L 342,000 to the IRS and & forfelture of $151,377 for his role in a conspiracy that undermined
members’ faith in union leadership and led to prolongad government oversight. In a separate
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filing, Jones’s lawyer asked U.S. District Judge Paul Borman for ‘a significant downward departure”
from the sentending guidelines and asked that he serve any prison sentence in @ Texas prison near
: his wife, though he did not specify how many months imprisonment he feels is appropriate.” 1

FBI Identifies REvil As JBS Ransomware Attacker.
Goy Info Securly (6/3, MoGee) reports, “The identity of the ransomware operation that hit meat

' processing giant IBS has been revealed: It was the REvil gang, aka Sodinokibi, that did it.” The
FBI, “Mate on Wadnesday, issuad z statement attributing the attack to that ransomware-as-a-
‘service - aka Raa$ - operation, which appears to be run from Russia. "As the lead federal
Hinvestigative agency fighting cyber threats, combating cyberarime is one of the FRI's highest

- priorities,” the bureau says in its statement. "Wea have attributed the IB% attack to REvil and
‘Sodinokibi and are working diligently to bring the threat actors to justice.’” JBS, “basad in Sao
Paulo, is the world's largest meat processor, and discoverad the attack on Sunday. In response,
the company shut down servers in North America and Australia, and experts warned that any
profonged outage could noticeably impact the global supply of mest, The company has not
disclosed if it received any ransom demand.”

Ransomware Attack Continues To Affect Massachusetts Ferry Service.

The Boston Herald (8/3, 327K) reports, “The Steamship Authority urged people to bring cash for
Ftickets while the online booking system remained down. "The Steamnship Authority is continuing to
work with our team internally, as well as with local, state, and federal officiale externally, to
address Wednesday's incident,’ the Authority wrote on its website, “The ticketing processes, :
Hincluding online and phone reservations, will continue to be affected today, Thursday.” The Herald |
adds, "Meanwhile, New York transit officials this week confirmed that hackers had infiltrated :
computer systems for the Metropolitan Transportation Authority. The officials said the agency
received an alert from the FBRI and other faderal agencies saving three of its 18 computer systems
Lware put at risk.” :

éAustraIian Signals Director Warned Two Organizations Of Ransomware Attack. 5
' The Guardian (UK} (8/3, Tavior, 5.53M) reports Australia’s cybersecurity agency alerted “two other
‘organisations they were targeted by the same ransomware attackers who crippled Nine 5
Entertainment thanks to the agency’s ‘classified’ powers.” The director general of the "Australian

| Signals Directorate, Rachel Noble, has told a Senate estimates hearing that assisting Nine allowed
the ASD to avert two other planned attacks.” Noble said on Wednesday, "We were very engaged
with them and the technical information that they were able to provide us about what happened on
‘thelr network helped us using our more dassified capabilities to warn two other entities they were
Cabout to be victims as well to prevent them from becoming victims.” Ablgall Bradshaw, the head
Cof the Australian Cyber Security Centre, sald the centre had a direct nk to the feders] health
department to feed it information regarding any potential attacks.”

éWPost: Prosecutors Must Review DC Crime Lab Cases.

The Washington Post (6/3, 10.52M) editorializes that, amid news the District of Columbia’s

: Consolidated Forensic Laboratory “has run afoul of its national accreditation board and the lab's
tdirector has been custed” for the second time in six years, federal prosecutors “shouldn't have o
pe persuaded” to conduct “a post-conviction review for cases” in which the lab provided scientific
‘analysis. The Post also commends the District attorney general for already committing o
‘undertake such a review for cases his office handled.

FBI (22-cv-00149)-4852



EU Investigations Of Amazon, Microsoft Renew Data Privacy Concerns.
Compliance Weelk {§/4, Hodge, 75K} reports the European Data Protection Supervisor (EDPS),

Lwhich oversees “compliance with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) in EU institutions,
‘on May 27 opened two investigations into the tech giants over concerns EU data that is meantto
‘be protected could still be accessed through doud services by U.S. authorities under national
ssurveillance laws, despite contractual terms agreed with the European Commission.” The probes
Lare likely "o raise deeper questions about Europe's reliance on non-EU based doud services
fproviders and what actions data protection authorities {DPAS) might have to take to protedt
citizens’ data.” Jane Sarginson, attorney at law firm St Philips Chambers, says “as far as the
‘United States is concerned, Section 702 of the Foreign Inteliigence Surveillance Act and Executive
Order 12333 remain in force. For as long as they do, negotiations will remain difficult.”

 House Republicans Target Susan Hennessey'’s Hiring In Letter To AG.

§The Hill {673, Beitsch, 5.69M) reports that House Judiclary Committee Republicans are targeting
Hormer NSA attorney Susan Mennessay, who “loined the Department of Justice’s national security
division last month after stints at the Brookings Institution and Lawfare. Republicans are now
‘asking the DO to turn over information on her hiring.” The Hill says that "GOPF lawmakers are ‘
focused on comments she made over the last four years where she was a frequent oritic of former
President Trump and then-Attorney General Wiliam Barr’s handiing of the investigation by former
spedial counsel Robert Muelter.” Rep. Jm Jordan (R-OH) authorad a letter to AG Garland which

s alteges that, “In several recent Justice Departmeant investigations involving national security
matters, Ms. Hennessey has been an cutspoken and partisan critic of Republicans.” It adds that,
CYour dedision to hire Ms. Hennessey to g senior position within the [national security division]

s suggests that rather than execute the law impartially and without fear or favor, you intend to
foontinue the Ohama-Biden Administration’s politicization and weaponization of cur national
security laws.”

Biden: US Will Immediately Donate 25M Vaccine Doses For Other Countries.
| ARC World News Tonight {673, story 2, 32440, Muir, 5.86M) reported that the US is "donating 80

- mitlion doses of extra vaccines to countries around the world by the end of the month.” The White
House announced Thursday it "will start with 25 million doses across Latin America, Asia, and

| Africa, along with Gaza and the West Bank.” The AP (6/3, Miller) reports the donation will come
Sthrough the UN-backed COVAX program, promising infusions...at a time of glaring shortages
‘abroad and more than ample supplies at home, ” According to the AP, “The doses mark a 5
substantial - and immediate - boost to the lagging COVAY effort, which to date has shared just 76
riiffion doses with needy countries.” :
: The Hill (6/3, Webxel, 5.69M) reports that in a staternent on Thursday, President Biden said,
"We are sharing these doses not to secure favors or extract concessions. We are sharing these
vaccines to save lives and to tead the world in bringing an end to the pandamic, with the power of
Lour example and with our values,” NBC Nightly Mews (573, story 4, 1150, Snow, 4.9M} reported
| Biden said, "We need to help fight the disease around the world to keep us safe here at home,”

éanywhere in the worid, the American paople will still be vulnerable, ... And the United Biates is
committed to bringing the same urgency to international vaccination efforts that we have
§dem0nstrated at home.” The CBS Bvening News {873, story 2, 2:30, O'Donnell, 3.64M) said the

FBI (22-cv-00149)-4853



donation “comes as the White House is trying to improve low vaccination rates back here at
home.”

: Bloomberg (6/3, Wingrove, 3.57M) reports that “through the World Health Organization-
‘hacked Covax program, the US plans to distribute an initial 6 million shots to Central and South ‘
America, 7 million to Asiz induding hard-hit India and 5 million to Africa, the White House said ina |
statement. The US will directly send ancther 8 million shots to places including Mexico, Canada,
South Korea and the Palestinian territories.” The New York Times (6/3, Stolberg, 20.6M] reports
‘that the White House has been “beslegad with requests from other nations to share excess doses

L of corpnavirus vaccine.” Officials “said the Biden administration would donate additional doses
throughout the summer as they become available.” White House Coronavirus Response

' Coordinator Jeffrey Zients said, “This is just the beginning. ... Expect a regular cadence of

' shipments around the world, across the next several weeks.”

. Axios (573, Rurmmmler, 1.26M) says, "The US had untll recently been the only major vaccine
producer to keep virtually its entire supply af home, white countries looked to Russia or China for
‘doses.” On Thursday, National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan said, “We want to save lives and
thwart variants that place all of us at risk. ... And as the president has sald, the United States will
ot use its vaocines to secure favors from other countries. ... We also know that this won't be
fenough to end or reduce the life-span of the pandemic, and that's why we're working with allies
‘and partners to expand the production of vacoines and raw materials.”

: The Washingion Post (6/3, Diamond, Rauhala, McGinley, 10.52M} says that "for months,

' public heaith officials, the leaders of developing nations and foreign experts have been warning of
Cwhat they call "vaccine apartheid” and urging rich countries, particularly the United States, to do
‘more to share surplus doses and boost total supply.”

; Politice {6/3, Banco, 6.73M) reports that the White House announcement “comes after
months of debate within the administration about whether it could spare shots despite waakening
U8, demand and a growing surplus of doses.” Politico says “the donation will come from the 1.5,
sstockpile of Johnson & Johnson, Pllzer and Moderna vaccines,” and notes that although Biden “said
Hin late Aprii that the ULS, would send 80 million doses of AstraZenecs’s vaccing abroad” by July 4,
Cproblems with the AstraZeneca doses available slowed the White House's roll out. The shots were
fmanufactured by cc:ntrae:’car Ermmergent BioSoiutions, at the same plant where 15 million doses -D?
§Jchnsan & Johnson's vacoing were contaminatad in March.” Reuters {(6/3, O'Donnell, Mason)
reports that “internatmndi grganizations including the United Nations and the World Bank
Cwelcomed the announcement. “IU's a good start, and [ am h@ping that more doses will be made
‘available,” World Bank Prasident David Malpass told Reui’em

U5 Soses O8N0 Rufar To Affeviate Sfodad ¥a favariais §§
reports that White House officials “say US producers of vaooine mater!ai an cE ngredients will no
Honger have to prioritize orders from three companies working on COVID-19 shots,” According to
the AP, “The change is expected to ease global shortages of key vaccine materials for overseas
fcompanies and governments.” The AP says the Biden Administration is "dropping its use of the

| Defense Production Act to prioritize supply orders from AstraZeneca, Movavax and Sanofi. Those
‘thres companies have not yet won U.S. authorization for their COVID-19 shots, despite receiving
funding fmm the fecierai g@vemment for development and manufacturing.”
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P Vagoines. Re tere {5/3, Shalal) reports that IMF Managing Director Kristaling Georg:wa and ‘
§Warid Bank President David Malpass, in & joint statement on Thursday, “urged the Group of Seven
‘advanced economies to release any excess COVID-19 vaccines to developing countries as soon as
‘possible, and called on manufacturers to ramp up production.” They “also called on governments,
pharmaceutical companies and groups invelved in vaccine procurement to boost transparency
fabout contracting, financing and deliveries.” They said, “Dis‘cributmg vacoines more widely is both
Lan urgent economic necessity and & moral imperative. ... The coronavirus pandemic wiil not end
untit everyone has access o vacc;ms including people in deve Eapmg cotintries.”
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Lalternative, the BU is preparing a plan to boost vaccine supplies in poorer countries, while still
: protecting the IP of vacdne manufacturers,

Fauci Says He Thinks It Is Unlikely That Pandemic Started With Lab Leak.

Fin an appearance on CNNs New Day (673, 8:02 a.m. ET, B84K), NIAID Director Anthony Faugi
was asked about some of his emails that were recently releasad following a FOIA request. Fauc
'said, I have always said, and will say teday...that I still believe the most likely origin is from an
animal species to a human. But [ keep an absolutely open mind that if there may be other origing
Lof that, there may be another reason. It could have been a lab leak, [ belleve, if you lock
historically what happens in the animal/human interface that, in fact, the more likelihood is that
you're dealing with a jump of species. But [ keep an open mind all fhe time. And that's the reason
‘why I have been public that we should continue te ook for the origin.”

: O MSNBC's Morning Jos (6/3, 7:28 a.m. ET, 853K}, Fauct was asked, "Did vou agree...in
FAprit of 2020 that the lab lesk theory was g conspiracy theory?” Faud replied, “No, not necessarily
Fat all. The situation was we didn't know and we still don't know what the origin s, ... You can say
fyou think one thing is more likely than the other, but the fact that it could have been something

' else clearly was there. [t was low on the list of what we thought the iikelihood was. But, in fact,
that's the reason why we ali are now saying there’s a considerable amount, appropriately, of
Linterest in trying to find out what the origin is. And that's why we're all in favor of a fair, open
Linvestigation to see if we car actually find out the origin, Becauss we want to makea sure this
dcz{man ¢ happen agam
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5 \\\\\\\\ CHN (6/3, Howard, §9.21M;
re:pcrfc that in an ;nfeiv;ew with CNN on Thuraday, Fauci "said that an email he received last vear
from an executive at the US-based EcoHealth Alltance has been misconstrued and offered g hint of
regret about a February 2020 emall downplaying the need to wear a mask.” In an emall sent to
fFauct in April, “an executive at EcoHeslth Aliance, the global nonprofit that helped fund some
research at China’s Wuhan Institute of Virology, thanked Faud for publicly stating that sclentific
evidence supports a natural origin for the coronavirus and not a lab release.” Faud “emphasizad
that the email was sent to him, and he noted the origins of the coronavirus are still uncertain.”

: Fox News (6/3, F’hi!iips Z23.99M) reports White House press secretary Jen Psaki on Thursday |
defended Faud, saying, "He's been an undeniable asset in our country’s pandermnic response, ... It's
Fobviousty not that gédvgmtagpows for me to relitigate the substance of emails from 17 months ago.”
In an editorial, the Wall Street Journal (6/3, Subsoription Publication, B.41M) says that
because the NIH sent $3.4 million to China’s Wuhan Institute of Virology through EcoHealth
§;\Eiidnce, the US should investigate the country’s links to the WIV and s risky research.
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FAsked on PES NewsHour {673, 672K about whether China could have used NIH funds to mdke
LCOVID more dangarous, NI Director Francis Collins said, "As the NIM - the largest supporter of
- medical research in the world - I think it would have been rrespensible for us not {0 see what we
could learn about coronaviruses in China. ... And so, we did through a subcontract to the Wuhan
Institute of Virclogy support the collection of...bat viruses to understand what was there and to try
to understand thelr properties. We never authorized any support of a virus that would infect a :
fhuman to make B more lethal or more transmissible, That would have been ahsolutely off Hmits,
L. 1 cant tell you whether they...were doing other things that they didn't tell us about, but T will
teif you that what NIH supported, what we approved, was not somathing that would have
' contributed to the arrival of this very dangerous pandemic”
Nany Sau® Faaod I TNo Safng Nomast W The Smarfcan Sedfies™ Inan
‘appearance on Fox News’ Fox & Friends (6/3, 821K), Sen Rand Paul {B-KY) said Faud's emails
paint "a disturbing picture,” According to Paul, Faud "gets an e-mail or notification of what’s going
on in Wuhan, and he immediately sends something to his assistant an e-mail saying "we must
‘meet immediately, read this article’ ~ and in the subject line, in the article it says ‘gain of function
research in Wuhan” Well, he still denles, to this day, he was funding it. And...gain of function is :
fwhere vou take an animal virus and you make it into a super-virus that infects humans. They were |
doing this at the Wuhan lab. Dr. Fauc still denites it to this day. ... Faugl is not being honest with 3
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the American public,.” Paul added, "Faudi, to this day, says he still trusts the Chinese sdentists, ...
1 don't think that having trusted Chinese scientists with gain of function research was very wise. In
;f‘aci’ E’f Was 50 naive that we Ghouid ’ E yave Dr. Faud in a pmﬁi’ian of adviqmg anybcdy T EFox 5

Paui aEEegatsQns abcut Fauct.
NTRY Coffing: "Notura! Qoi@fin™ Most Ukaly Sxplanation For Coronavires. Asked on
| PRS News Hour (6/3, 672K} u«;hether pubtic haalth Qfﬂuais should have taken the COVID Iab leak
theory more 5erimasiy’ aariiar in the pandemic, NIH Director Francis Colling said, ™1 do think we
‘nead to gat answars here, An investigation is very much needed. ... The idea ti":at this virus was
sactually engineerad intentionally - that it was a product of biﬁweapan manufacture ~ that, when
you looked at the actual letters of the code of this virus, was not tenable. ... The idea that it was,
‘on the other hand, a lab accdent where they were studying this virus, which maybe did ocour in
‘nature, but it got loose in the lab, that theory didn't get nearly as much attention perhaps as it
sshould have. ... Al the present time, we have no more or less data to support that. ... 1 still think
a natural origin is the most likely explanation.”

Former State Dept Official Says He Was Pressured Not To Probe Pandemic’s Potential
‘ Links To Wuhan Lab.

Axios {6/3, Basu, 1.26M) draws attertion to an artide from Vanity Fair (6/3, Eban, 9.04M) based
on “a months-long investigation that included interviews with more than 40 people and a review of
hundreds of pages of government docurmnents, © According to Axins, “One of those documents was
‘an internal memo sent by former assistant secretary of state Thomas DiNanng, & Trump

' appointee, alieging that staff within the department had warned leaders 'not to pursug an
Hinvestigation into the origin of COVID-19" because it could "open a can of worms. '™ Axios says :
SVanity Fair reports that late last vear, "an official warned colleagues not to ask questions about the
SWuhan Institute of Virclogy's controv reial coronavirus research, as it would call attention to U8,
government support for that research. ... The warnings ‘'smelled like a cover-up,” DiNanno told
§Vanity Fair "and I wasnt going to ba part f it
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\\\ TE w2 Washington Post (673, AL, Dou, Kun, 10.52M) reports on a video "released by
national sclence authorities and Chm 2 state broad aa’fvr CCTY on Dec. 10, 20197 and “designed
(o promote Ching’s world-leading viral research. The video "offers a rare glimpse of fisld

' conditions on the eve of the pandemic,” but it “is perhaps even mors notable for what it doesn't
Creveal. Nothing is known outside China about the science gleaned from that expedition by the
CWuhan CDC - the same agency that oversaw China’s early pandemic response.” Unsuccessiul
Fattempts at contacting both a bat sclentist in the video and China’s most notable coronavirus
researcher highlight “a challenge facing independent probes: Many of those in Wuhan who may ;
held key information are guiet.” The Post adds, “The slencing of sclentists, the blanket dentals, the
‘careful guarding of raw data and biclogical samples - these elements have been emblematic of the
sapproach by Chinese dutharaties at every stage of the coronavirus outbreak.” ?
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3N K svws.  Mare Thisssen writes in the Washington Post 6]’J; 10.52M)
§that as former FDA Ccmmassa@ner Scott Gottleb has said, evidence that the COVID pandemic
occurred naturally “has contracted” while there is mounting evidence that the virus leaked froma
CWuhan lab. Gottlieb has sald it should be Beljing’s responsibility to “provide evidence that would be
Lexculpatory.” Thiessen argues, "So long as the Chinese Communist Party fails to provide that :
exculpatory evidence, and obstructs an impartial international investigation, then the assumption

' should be that the Wuhan lab was the source of the pandemic - and that Beijing must be held to
acccunt,”
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(Former ‘%i’ate Departm en t taﬁer Dawd Aq er writes in th V\ b Street ',Eeurnai (fa 3 %tib 50T p on

Puldication, 8.41M) that the world desarves o know where COVID-19 originated and says the US
sshould use all its teols to get around the Chinese Community Party’s attempts to distort facts and
scontrol the narrative surrounding the pandemic
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§CDC’s Walensky: Officials Need To Better Understand The Causes Of Vaccine Hesitancy.
CCNBC (6/3, Rattner, 7.34M) reports on its website that “faderal data shows the pace of ciaiiy

reported vaccinations fell to a seven-day average of 1.1 million, the lowest level in months,

About 51% of the total US. population and 83% of American adults have received one vacoine
shot or more, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.”

: In an appearance on NBC's Tcsday (6/3, 7:089 a.m. BT, 3.02M), CDC Director Rochelie
CWalensky said, "We have had days in the last month where wa've been over four million shots a
‘day. We're now at 500,000 coming off of & long holiday weekend where people might not have
been focusing and getting thelr vacdne. And that is really what the push is for June moving
Horward. And that is to understand all the of the reasons why people might not have vet rolled up
thelr sleeves and meet them where they are.” §
: On ABC's Good Morning America  (8/3, 7:09 a.m. ET, 3.13M), Walensky said, *1 am looking
forward to this June month of action where we canves America, we work together, we collaborate
‘as a nation in all walks of who we are from mayors to colleges from businessas o athie’cea, really
waorking together to reach that 70 percent goal.” In an interview with CBS This.Morning  {6/3,

L 7:05 a.m. BT, 2.48M3, Walensky said, “We need to understand that people may not have gotten
‘vaccinated to date for various reasons. It may not have been easy. It may not have been
Lconvenient. They may not have had the incentive that they wanted or needed. Or they may have
Fquaestions about the science. ... So really what this month is going to be about is meeting people
‘where they are, understanding what they need in order o get vaccinated - the information that
they need, the resources that they need, the access that they nead.”

The Washington Post (6/3, 10.52M) reports that at a briefing on Thursday, Walensky “urged
teens and adolescents to get vaccinated and recommended that parents who have questions speak
swith their childs health providers, or with local pharmacists or health departments, [ strongly :
Lencourage parents to get thelr teens vacoinated, as [ did mineg,” she said during & Thursday
hriefing.”
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: R Asked on ORI Cuomo Prime Time (6; Q54K whether it is feasible for the
country to resch President Bider's goal of a 70 percent vammation rate by July 4, NIH Director
Francis Colling said, 71 think we can make it, but it’s going to take a push. And that’s why the
President announced this... National Month of Action to try to activate that push. ... There are 12
istates that are already at 70 percent. I worry about the ones that are way below that, and they
‘are sitting ducks for the next outbreak of COVID-19, which shouldn't have to happen now.”
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'New US Cases At Lowest Level Since March 2020.

Axios {6/3, Baker, Witherspoon, 1.26M} reports that new coronavirus infections are "down to the
Howest tevel since March 20207 in the US. According to Axios, “The US gveraged roughiy 16,500
new cases per day over the past week, a 30% improvement over the week hefore. New cases
dediined in 43 states and heid steady in the other seven. The official case counts haven't been this
How since Americans went into lockdown in March last vear.” The Hill {8/3, Sullivan, 5.69M) reports
LCDC Director Rochelle Walensky said Thursday during a White House press briefing, “This is the :
Htype of news T like to deliver, and certainly these data are encouraging and uplifiing as we battie
 this pandemic.”

Biden Proposes 15% Minimum Corporate Tax In Return For $1T In New Infrastructure

: Spending.

| Citing “two sources familiar with the matter,” Reuters (6/3, Renshaw, Shepardson) says President

Biden “offered to scrap his proposed corporate tax hike during negotiations with Republicans” in 5

Cwhat would be @ major concession by the Democratic prasident as he works to hammer cut an

Hinfrastructure deal” Biden “offered to drop plans to raise corporate tax rates as high as 28% and

Hinstead set a minimum 15% tax rate aimad at ensuring all companies pay taxes. ... Inreturn,

Republicans would have to agree to at least $1 trilifon in new infrastructure spending.” The AP
({3/’3 Boak) reports White House Prass Secretary len Psaki “said Biden examined possible tax code

FBI (22-cv-00 149) -4857



‘changes from his plans that Republicans might support” and he “concluded that a minimurm
corporate tax could provide some common ground,” The AP says the offer was made Wednesday
to Sen. Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV) "as part of the bipartiaan negotistions and did not reflect &
change in Biden's overall vision for funding infrastructure

: Bloomberg (6/3, Bink, Davison, 3.57M} reports that, “according to a person familiar with the
sdiscussions,” the offer "does not mean that Biden is abandening his larger ambitions to raise taxes
‘on corporations and wealthy individuals.” The person "characteriz[ed] the proposal as simply a bid
fro find common ground in the Capito talks.” Likewise, the Washington Post (6/3, Min Kim, Romim,
L 10.52M) says the President “still intends to seek the tax increase...meaning the White House could |
‘pursue the policy outside of the infrastructure debate - or in the case that bipartisan negotiations
‘ultimately collapse.” The two sides “are set to meet again Friday, though Republican leaders are
st deciding whether to put forward another counteroffer or to walk away from the negotiations
§es’etirpiy " Evpn vvii'h the pﬁtentiai mnr@%ion an taxes,” the F"(J;‘i‘ %ay; “the Whii‘v House's roughiy

World News Tonight {6/3, story 4, 2:35, BE uce, 5. CHE;M; reported that "even thaugh Biden is
willing to hit pause on raising corporate taxes to 28%, saying they'll just push others o pay their
fair share at 15%, Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell says it's still a nonstarter.”
: CNBC (8/3, Pramulk, 7.34M) reports on its website that Biden told Capito Wednesday that “he
Cwants the plan to include $1 trillion in new spending - or above the baseline set under existing ‘
policy, NBC News reported.” Republicans “maost recently sent Biden a $928 billion countercffer,”
put it included only about $250 billion in new money.”

On its website, CHNN {(6/3, Lobosco, 89.21M) says the two sides "remain billions of doliars
apart,” and the New York Times (6/3, Tankersley, Cochrane, 20.6M} reports although Biden
Cofferad a series of concessions. . narrowing both his spending and tax proposals,” a deal “stiil
fappears to be a long shot, ... But the continued movement underscored his hopes for a revival of
bipartisanship.” The Washington Post (68/3, Wagner, 10.52M) reports Psaki “said Thursday that

' Biden remains engagad in "good-faith discussions™ Psaki said, “I'm not going to prejudge what
Senator Capito will come to the table with tomorrow, ... We'll leave that to her to speak to, and
‘other Republicans who have been a part of these good-faith discussions and negotiations.” The
FWall Street Journal {(8/3, Petarson, Restuccla, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) provides similar
coverage, as did the (RS Bvening News (673, story 3, 1110, O'Donnell, 3.64M) Thursday
Levening.

: Meanwhile, Politice {(6/3, Everstt, Stein, 6.73M) says “while talks with the Senate GOP drag
Lon, congressional Democrats are making backup plans to advance an infrastructure package this
‘month on thelr own,” and “even Democrats who want a bipartisan deal are starting to speak with
Lmore urgency.” Sen. Ben Cardin (D-MD) "said on Thursday that his party would give the GOP ‘
‘about 10 days before making moves toward passing e package using budget reconciiation,” which
atiows certain spending bills to evade the Zenate’s 60-vote requirement.” :
Sirassaly Sarfamaniarian® Rufing Uadarout Siden s Qgenda. Kimberley A, Strassel
writes in the Wall Street Journal {8/3, Subscriptmn Publication, B.41M) that Senate
fParlismentarian Elizabeth MacDonough's ruling last week that there are Himits on how
reconciliation can be used have undercut Democratic plans to use the process to pass what
 Strassel describes as President Biden's expansion of government. Strassel argues the left should

' not blame MacDonough. If Biden is unable to deliver on many of his promises, she argues, itis
‘because he overreached.

New Economic Report Suggests Job Market Strength Ahead Of Friday’s May Jobs
Report.

The CBS Evening News {6/3, story 5, 2:G0, O'Donnell, 3.64M) reported "some gond econoimic ;
‘news,” as the weekly jobs report shows that 385,000 Americans filed for first-time jobless benefits
Hast week, “the lowest number since the pandemic started.” However, CBS goes on to examine the
sstruggles of severdi service-industry businesses 1o find workers for open positions. ABC Worid :
News Tonight  (6/3, story 8, §:10, Muir, 5.96M) also briefly reported on the numbers,

FBI (22-cv-00149)-4858



; CHNBC (673, Cox, 7.34M) reports that new unemployment benefits caims represented a :
Sdecline from the previous week’s 405,000 and below the Dow Jones estimate of 393,000, The last
Htime clalms ware lower was the waek of March 14, 3020, with 256,000.” Stii, the AP (§/3) reports
that while the data is the iatest sign that "U.5. job market is regaining its health as the economy
further reopens,” the economy “remains down 8.2 million jobs from its level in February 2020, just
before the virus tore through the economy.” :
: Bloomberg (673, Lubbers, 3.57M) reports that the numbers “come ahead of Friday's Labor
Department employment report, which is expedcied to show the economy added 655,00 johs in

' Report for May, released earlier on Thursday, showed “private payrolis increasad by 978,000 iobs,
the biggest increase since June last year, after rising 654,000 in April. Fconomists had forecast
private payrolls would increase by 650,000 jobs in May.” However, Reuters says that the ADP “has
‘a poor track record predicting the private payrolls count in the” Labor Dapartment monthly ‘
employment report “hecause of methodology differences.”

§China Threat Sparks Bipartisan Push For Increased US R&D Spending.

' Bloomberg (6/3, Decker, Tanzi, 3.57M) says, “Federal money for research and development, as a
‘share of the economy, has been at historically low levels, But President Joe Biden has made :
support for innovation a Key part of his program, calling for increased funding to key indusiries like
ssemiconductor manufacturing, cybersecurity and elactric vehicies.” Bloomberg adds that Congress
His “moving toward a wide-ranging plan, with backing in both parties, that could inject about $190
pifiton into new and existing programs, though some of that replaces current funding. It targets
fareas like artificial intelligence where China is committed to becoming a world leader - through
éthe kKind of focused, governmeni-led program that the U5, s now moving to emulate.”

Landlords Ask SCOTUS To End Nationwide Eviction Freeze.

‘Realtors “on Thursday asked the Supreme Couwrt to end a nationwide freere on evictions so that
property owners can proceed with removing financially distressed renters from their homes.” The
Lemergency reguest, which came Ya day after 8 federal appeals court in Washington, D.C., rebuffed
the groun’s bid to nullify the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDX) eviction f
- moratorium,” asked Chief Justice John Roberts, who handles emergency requests related to ‘
‘Washington, DC-based litigation, ™o reinstate a lower court ruling that found public health officials
had overstepped their authority in halting evictions across the U.S.° The brief read, "Landiords ‘
have been losing over $13 billion every month under the moratorium, and the total effect of the
LODCs overreach may reach up to $200 billion iF it remains in effect for a vear”

%AP: Guatemalans Migrating To US Seek To Break Cycle Of Poverty.

‘The AP {8/3, Perez D.} reports that the “thousands of Guatemalans” who migrate to the US “are :
‘driven by the chance of breaking the oyoie of poverty that affects 60% of the country’s popuiation.”
CWhile the COVID pandemic “initially biunted migration to the U.S. last year...numbers were soon
Lon the rise again.” Customs and Border Protection “reported mora than 30,000 encounters with
 Guatemalan migrants at the Southwest border this April.” The Biden Administration “fears that an
‘unmanageable number of migrants, espadally children and families at the southwest border, will
‘distract from its domestic policy goals even as it tries to present a more compassionate face than
Hits predecessor.”

Influx Of Migrants At US-Mexico Border Creating Concern Over Deaths Over Summer.

The Washington Post (6/3, Miroff, 10.53M) reports that a “sharp increase” in the number of people
L coming into the US “through remote desert areas along the US-Mexico border has officials and
rights advocates worried that this summer will be espediaily lethal, with the potential for a spike in
Cndgrant deaths.” In southern Arizona, “more migrants have been traveling north along :
treacherous routes typically used by drug sirugglers. .. puiting therm in greater peril, US Customs
Land Border Frotection officlals say.” The agenay is on track o rescue more than 10,000 people :
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Cduring fiscal 2021, “twice the number recorded in 2019 and 2020, CBP data show.” Border officials
Cacknowledge that the increase in single adult migrants is partly driven by higher numbers of
repeat or ‘recidivist crossers attempting the journey.”

§GAO May Release Verdict On President’s Hold On Border Wall Funds Soon.

‘Roll Cali (673, Krawzak, 130K} reports that the Government Accountability Office {GAD) has begun
Sworking on a legat opinion of President Joe Biden's hold on border wall construction funds that 5
could ermnerge as soon as this month,” though “even if the GAD decides the Biden hold is illegal,
there are no penalties in current law.” The GAD is investigating the President’s "pause on the
funding after the president announced on Jan, 20 he was stopping construction of the southern
border wall and freezing funds for it.” In a letter Wadnesday to House Budget Committes ranking
‘mmember Rep. Jason Smith (R-MO) responding to the panel's request for information on the
finvestigation in May, GAQ General Counsel Thomas Armstrong sald, "We reach our conclusions
Cafter careful research and independent analysis of statutory and case law as well as consideration
of analogous precedent and legal principles.”

Border Community Leaders Urge Administration To Listen, Meet With Local Officials.

USA Today (6/3, Morin, 12.7M) reports that border communities like the Rio Grande Valley along
‘the Texas border play "an outsize role in caring for migrants once they are out of Customs and 5
Border Protection custody,” and aithough the White House “acknowledges border communities are
Himportant to handiing an influx of arrivals at the border, community leaders and officials want :
- more communication frorm Washington as localities shoulder the day-to-day processing of
‘migrants.” According to USA Today, “Mavyors and community leaders said they don't necessarily
have to see Biden or Vice Presidernt Kamala Harris...come to the Rio Grande Valley,” but they

hope to communicate with them and give their input on Administration policies.

Harris Announces $1B In Grants For Broadband On Tribal Lands.

' The Washington Post (8/3, Wagner, 10.52M) reports during an event on the White House campus

' Thursday, Vice President Harris “anncuncad...that the Biden administration is making available 31
bitlion in grants to improve high-speed Internet in tribal tands and argued that passage of an
Linfrastructure proposal pending in Congress would help others across the country who lack the
henefits of broadband.” Harris said, “As some Americans have been able to connect to high-spead
Internet for schoot and for health and for work and to run their businesses and see their families,
many others across the country, including those in rural and tribal communities, have indead been
Heft behind. ... We must keep going until we connect every American household. With the
American jobs plan, President Joe Biden and | are determined to get to 100 percent coverage.” On
its website, USA Today (6/3, 12.7M) features video from the AP of Harris announcing the grants, |

' Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA), will be made to eligible Native

' American, Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian entities for broadband deployment, to support
Cdigital inclusion, workforce developrment, telehealth, and distance learning.” CNET News (6/3,
Crist, 3.77M) provides similar coverage.

iArmed Services Committee Leaders Remain Opposed To Changes To Handling Of
: Military Sexual Assault Cases.

' The New York Times {8/3, Steinhauer, 20.6M) reports that aithough Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY)
‘has obtained broad backing on legislation that “would overhaut the way the military handies sexual
Fassault and other serious orime,” she is “running up against a final hurdie: opposition from the :
eaders of her chamber's Armed Services Committes,” Sens, Jack Reed {D-RI) and James Inhofe
H{R-0K), who want to “delay any move foward & swift vote.” According to the Times, “The
landscape is emblematic of a growing bipartisan discontent in Congress with military leadersona
‘number of fronts, and in tandem, with old-line congressional deference to commanders on policy.”

éCourt Sides With Cruz In Campaign Finance Case.
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‘Rl Calt (6/3, Ruger, Acklay, 130K) reports a three judge panel of the US District Court for the
 District of Columbia on Thursday sided with Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX) “to strike down a "somewhat
Fobscure section of a 2002 campaign finance law, which is expected to give a boost to wealthier

' candidates who self-fund their campaigns.” The panel “ound that Section 304 of the Bipartisan
 Campaign Reform Act unconstitutionaily infringss on candidates’ free speech rights.” The section
Cprohibits federal candidates who made personal campaign loans before the election from using
smmore than $250,000 in post-election contributions to repay them.” While the FEC argued “that
Congress could impose the limit to stop the risk and appearance of corruption when elected

{ officeholders solicit contributions that will be used to repay thelr personal loans,” the court “wrote
‘that there are no examplas of that kind of quid pro quo corruption.”

Facebook Changing Its Policy On Posts By Politicians Who Break Its Rules.

CThe New York Times (6/3, Isaac, 20.6M) cites “two people with knowledge” of Facebook's plans
‘who said the company will “announce on Friday that it will no longer Keep ,00%’5% by politicians up
fon its site by default if their speech breaks its rules.” According to the people, “under the change,
' politicians’ posts will no longer be presumed newsworthy. ... Politicians will be subiect to
 Facebook's content guidelines that prohibit harassment, discrimination or other harmful speech,
they said.” The Times says the change is “tied to Facebook's decision to bar former President
Donald 3 Trump from s site,” The Washington Post (§/3, 10.52M) calls the change “a major
reversal after years of oriticism that it was too deferential to powerful figures during the Trump
fpresidancy.”

F. Lee Bailey Dead At 87.

CThe AR {8/3, Pratt) reports that F. Lee Bailey, “the celebrity attorney who defended 0.1, Simpson,
Patricia Hearst and the alleged Boston Strangler.. has died” at the age of 87, according to former
Lcolleague Kenneth Fishman on Thursday. The AP says that “Fishman did not disclose the cause of
‘death but said Bailey had moved to Georgia about & year age to be coser to one of his sons and
had been dealing with several medical issues for the past few months.”

%WHO Warns Africa Is On The Brink Of Third Wave.
CThe New York Times (8/3, Dahir, 20.6M) reports that the World Health Organization warned on

CThursday that “a sucjden, sharp rise in coronavirus cases in many parts of Africa could amountto a
continental third wave” and "a portent of deeper trouble for a continent whose immunization drives
have been crippled by shortfalls in funding and vaccine doses.” The WHO “said test positivity had
risen in 14 African countries over the last seven days, with eight reporting a surge of over 30
percent in new cases.” The Times adds, "Infections are steadily dimbing in South Africa, where
Hfour of nine provinees are battling a third wave. There has also been a sharp increase in cases in
‘liganda.”

§China Aiming To Vaccinate More Than 1B Of Its Citizens By Year’s End.

dhots of its COVID 19 vaocines,” Agcmding to the AP, “Alter a slow start, China s now doing what
virtually no other country in the world can: leveraging the power and ali-encompassing reach of its
one-party system and a maturing domestic vaccing industry to administer shots at a staggering :
ipace.” The AP adds, "The rollout is far from perfect, induding uneven distribution, but Chinese

- public heaith ieadeis now say theyre hoping to inoculate 80% of the population of 1.4 billion by
the end of the vear.”

SR S

: QITICfal Saps Couniry Cannot Regpas (ke Qthars Daspite
F Vagoinatio s Bloomberg (6/3, 3.57M) reports China’s Center for Disease Control and
Preventaﬁn Deputv Director Feng Zijian on Thursday warned tha’f China should not begin sasing

pandemic restrictions, even though its vaccination efforts are accelerating, because the country
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cannot analyze the efficacy of the vaccines in a population that is largely free of COVID-19,
Speaking at a conference in Gingdao, Zijian said, " don't think we've got to that point ~ if we try
to open even when 60% or 80% of population are vaccinated, it could stilf lead to a severs
Loutbreak.” According to Bicomberg, “Feng’s comment signals that China intends to remain closed
L off even as other major economies race to open up following large-scale vacdne efforts.”

iChina’s Sinopharm Vaccine Failed To Curb Rise In COVID Cases In Bahrain, UAE.

The Washington Post (6/3, Taylor, Schemnm, 10.52M) reports that a vaccination drive in Bahrain
that retied heavily” on a vaccine developed by the China Nationa! Pharmaceutical Group, known

| as Sinepharm, “has so far produced at best mixed results and failed to curb & rise in new cases.”
Nearly 50% of Bahrain “has been fully vacdnated, according to The Washington Post’s tracking,
but the country has seen its worst wave of cases yet in the past few weeks, and the government
has implemented a two-week lockdown in a bid to tame the outbreak.” :
: Reyters {(8/3) reports the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain “have made the Plizer/BioNTech, |
L coronavirus vaccine avallable as a booster shot to those initially immunised with a vaccine :
‘developed by” Sinopharm. According to the article, “Bahrain is currently fighting its biggest wave

L of infections, while the UAF is recording nearly twice as many COVID-19 cases as it was seven
Lmonths ago.”

iCanadian Immigration Minister Says Country Is Talking With NHL, MLB About Border
: Exemptions.

Hockey League and Major League Baseball about exemptions that could open a path for
professional athietes to cross the heavily restricted US-Canada border.” Canadian Immigration
Minister Marco Mendicing "told POLITICO in an interview Thursday that separate discussions with
the leagues could result in national interest exemptions,” which would allow players to avoid somea
Lof the pandemic-driven border measures.” However, Mendicine "stressed the proposals must first
‘get a green light from public health authorities,” and the players would remain subject to 14-day

- guarantines.

%Tokyo Olympics Organizers Insist Games Will Still Be Held.

CThe CBS Evening News (6/3, story 7, 1:45, O'Donneli, 3.64M) reported, "Organizers of the
fTokyo Glympics insist the games will be held, but 30 davs out, much of Japan is still in a COVID :
‘emergency. Ten thousand volunteers have quit, and ¢alls to cancel the games are getting louder.” |
' Michae! Osterholm, Director, Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy, said, “There :
Fsurely is a possibility the Olymipics could become a source for virus transmission around the
Cworkd, * CBS (Ramy Inocencio) added, “But $16 billion is the estimated cost of cancelling the
gmmaes, and the first international athietes from Australia’s women's softhall have already arrived,
Every Olympian has to sign 2 wabver releasing Tokyo from any lability, but if the games do go on,
‘about 15,000 spectators from nearly 200 countries stii have to fly home. And if there's an Glympic
surge, we may be facing ancther wave around the world.” :

Biden Directs US Agencies To Increase Their Effort To Target Corruption.

Politico (6/3, Toosi, 6.73M) reports that President Biden is “ormaily directing faderal departments

- and agencies to make fighting global corruption a prierity.” On Thursday, Biden “issued a ‘national
ssecurity study memorandum’ that directs the U.S. government {0 send to hir in 200 days a report
sand recommendations on how the United States can better use its resources and partner with :
‘other countries to battle corruption.”

: The HEL{6/3, Chalfant, 5 68M) adds that in a statement accompanying the directive, Biden
described corrupt activities as a threat to democracy and U.S. national security.” The Hill guotes
the president as saying, “Fighting corruption is not just good governance. It is self-defense. It is

' patriotism, and it's essential to the preservation of our democoracy and our future.’™ :
: CNBC (8/3, Witkie, 7.34M) reports on its website that an unidentified "Administration official”
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made the case that “the memo is important because it publicly notifies federal agencies that they
‘nead to up their anti-corruption gamaea,” and "said major parts of the directive will be focused on
Hfinanciat crimes, including steps to modernize existing anti-corruption taws 1o confront §
cryptocurrencies and cybercrime. "We are looking at crypio as @ means of iHict finance,’ the official
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DRI &
: David Tgnatius writes in the Washington Post (673, 10.52M) that if President
Biden “is serious” about the anti-corruption directive he announced on Thursday, "and frankly,
that's still @ big if,” it could “mark a significant turn in U.S. foreign pelicy.” Ignatius savs “the sad
truth is that the corrupt oligarchs of the world do their business in dollars. U.5.-trained lawyers
' create their shell companies; U.S.-educated bankers help them hide their assets; U.5. foreign
policy often tolerates or even encourages their thievery.” Biden's plan, Ignatius writes, “proposes
hetter intelligence coliection about the crooks, new tools to expose their shell companies and new
‘penalties for Hiiclt activity.” It “appears to have some teeth. Here's hoping they bite.”

' NYTimes Analysis: International Maritime Organization “Repeatedly Delayed” Curbing
: Commercial Shipping Emissions.

The New York Times (8/3, Apuzzo, Hurtes, 20.6M) reports on the International Maritime
Organization (TMO), which the Tirmes says is "a clubby United Nations agency...that regulates
Hinternational shipping, “ has “repeatediy delayed and watered down climate reguiations, even as
semissions from commercial shipping continue to rise, a trend that threatens to undarmine the
‘goals of the 2016 Paris dimate accord,” according to internal documents. The Times argues that
‘the reason for this is that the IMO s a requlatory body that is run in concert with the industry it
fregulates.”

§Arrest Of Opposition Leader In Nicaragua Leads To Calls For A National Strike.

those kifled protesting President Daniel Ortega’s authoritarian government called Thursday for a
national strike after the house arrest of opposition leader Cristiana Chamorro.” Reuters says that
CChamorre had recently emerged as a possible unity candidate who could possibly rally a fractured
opposition in the November vote to defeat Ortega, the 75-vear-old leftist who has been in power
'since 2007 and aims to be re-elected in November for the third consecutive time, after ruling in
ithe 19B0s.”

%China Still Attempting To Erase Public Memory And Mention Of Tiananmen Square
: Massacre.

The AP {673, Kang) reports that over 30 vears after the Tiananmen Square massacre, the Chinese
government has “imprisoned or driven activists into exile and largely succeeded in ensuring young
' people know little about June 4. Still, after more than three decades and three changes of :
{eadership, they are relentiess in trying to prevent any mention of the attack that killed hundreds
Land possibly thousands of people.” The AP says that, "Relatives of those who died are watched
Fand, ahead of the enniversary, some are detained or forced to stay temporarily away from home
te prevent them from doing anything that might draw attention, Public memoriais on the mainiand
‘always have been prohibited.” f

' Exiled Uyghurs Speak Of Torture, Forced Abortions In Xinjiang Ahead Of Tribunal

' Hearings.

[ The AR (&/3, Wieting) reports that, "Three Uyghurs who fled from Chine to Turkey have described
forced abortions and torture by Chinese authorities in China‘s far western Xinjiang region, ahead of
L giving testimony to a people’s tribunal in London that is investigating if Beljing’s actions against ‘
‘ethnic Uyghurs amount to genodide.” The tribunal begins four days of hearing starting Friday. The
FAP says that although “the tribunal’s judgment is not binding on any government, organizers hope
the process of publicly laving out evidence will compel international action to tackle growing
concerns about alleged abuses in Xinjiang against the Uyghurs, ™

FBI (22-cv-00149)-4863



§Afghan Pilot Wanted By Taliban Arrives In US.

The New York Times (6/3, Zucchine, Hayert, 20.6M) reports that Maj. Nalem Asadi, decorated ;
s Afghan Alr Force helicopter pilot, and his family recetved USCIS humanitarian parole and arrived in
‘the US this week. The DOD had rejected Asadi’s refugee application due it not being “fully vetted.”
Maj. Robert Lodewick, a Pentagon spokesman said that the DOD "would have been in the position
- of abetting the desertion of a serving Afghan officer as Major Asadi had not informed his chain of
fcommand of his parcle application.” Lt Colb. Jalauddin Ibrahimkhel, Afghan Alr Force spokesman
'said, "He {Asadi) did this to escape from serving his homaland,” and that others were more likely
o “make excuses and escape.” Maj. Asadi had gone AWOL after a decade in the Afghan Air Force
to protect his family, targeted by the Taliban, and due to discrimination due to Asadi being a
‘member of the Harara minority group.

The Wall Street Iournal (6/3, Rasmussen, Subscription Publication, 8.41M} reports that
(USCES approved Maj. Asadi's parole in Octeber, and granted him parole last month.

%WSJournaI: US, Allies Must Push Back On Global Censorship By Chinese Communist
 Party.

[ The Wall Street Journal (673, Subscription Publication, 8.41M} editorializes that a recent incident in
fwhich Wi, an Israeli tach company, complied with demands by the Chinese Communist Party
H{COP)Y to remove 3 website by pro-democoracy activists from Hong Kong, shows the COPs power to
censor dissent extends beyond China’s borders, and the Journal says the US and s allies must :
- push back,

Biden To Meet With Johnson, Erdogan, Putin During First Overseas Trip.

‘Reuters (6/3) reports that the White House has announcad that President Biden's Mirst overseas
orip will include meetings with the leaders of Turkey, the United Kingdom and Russia.” Biden is
scheduled to meet British Prime Minister Boris Johnson on June 10 "before attending the Group of
§Seven Summnit from June 11-13 in Cornwall in the United Kingdom, where he will hold bilateral ‘
meetings with gther G7 leaders.” Biden “will meet with Queen Elizabeth at Windsor Castle on June
£13,7 and then “travel 1o Brussels for the NATO summit on June 14, meaeting with Turkish Prasident :
Tayyip Frdogan, and attend the U.5.-FU summit there the following dav.” Reuters notes that
Biden's Geneva summit with Russian President Viadimir Putin is scheduled for June 16. §
Axios (8/3, ¥nutson, 1.26M) reports that Biden and Erdogan "have had a strained relationship
Lin the past, which has been exacerbated by Biden's decision in April to formally recognize the mass
kitling of Armenians by Ottoman Turkish forces as an act of genocide.” According to Axios, "Biden's
recognition of the 1915 genocide was highly confroversial within Turkey and came despite a prior
‘warning from Erdedan that it would harm U.S.-Turkey relations.”

: Thea Mew York Times (&/3, Kwal, 20.6M) reports, "The world’s longeast reigning monarch,
Elizabeth has met with every American president since Harry S, Truman except Lyndon B,
Hlohinson,” and “will celebrate her 70th vear on the throne next yvear.” Bloomberg (673, Sink,

3.57M) has more on Biden's schaduled meeting with Quean Elizabeth,

In Response To Sanctions, Belarus Cuts US Diplomatic Presence.

¥

CNN (6/3, Uliah, Yahrova, Hansler, Slerra, Kottasova, 88.21M) reports that Belarus has "struck
back” against the US, "slashing the number of staff permitted at the US embassy in Minsk, in
fresponse 0 sanctions imposed on some of s state-owned enterprises.” In a statemnent, the
Belarusian Foreign Ministry “said it was reducing the number of both “dipiomatic and

L adrministrative-technical’ staff at the embassy, without specifving the number of staff that wili be
affectad.”

Meanwhile, Reuters (6/3) reports that in his third appearance on state TV since being seized
Loff a diverted flight last month, opposition journalist Roman Protasevich “tearfully” confessad his
role in anti-government protasts “in an interview which the opposition said was made under 5
‘duress.” Franak Viecorka, a top adviser to exiled opposition figure Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, said,
UIt's painful to see ‘confessions’ of Raman Pratasevich. His parents believe he was torturad. Thisis |
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not Raman T know.”

Effective Low-Cost Drones Altering Landscape Of The Battlefield.

The Wall Street Journal (8/3, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that smalier militaries :
worldwide have begun equipping their forces with inexpensive, missile-equinped drones to counter |
‘enemy armored forces, which has proven succaessfully in tipping the balance of power in several :
conflicts. The Journal says that the success of such drones, such as those made in Turkey, heralds
'a future of warfare that is impacted as much by cheap, effective technologies as much as it is by
high-tech weapon systems.

§Czech Government Survives Motion Of No Confidence Over Handling Of COVID-19

: Pandemic.

‘Reuters {6/3, Muiler) reports that on Thursday the Czech government survived a motion of no
confidence “after a party holding decdisive votes shunned the opposition’s attempt to overthrow
Prime Minister Andre] Babis’ minority Cabinet months before a general election.” The confidence
motion was brought “over the government’s handling of the corenavirus pandemic and
investigations into billionaire Babis’ alleged conflicts of interest.” Prime Minister Babis denied
Cwrongdeing and sald, “We don't want the European Parliameant to control our country. Nobody
from abroad will stick his nose in here.”

Netanyahu Pushes Back At Coalition As Pressure Mounts.

The CRS Fvening News (673, story 6, 1:45, O'Donnell, 3.64M) reported that Israsli Prime
 Minister Benjamin Netanyahu “is still fighting to keep his job, but he couid be cut within days.
Howaver, Tac Snyder, Political Correspondent for The Times of Isragl, says, *I think a terror
Lattack or escalation in Gaza or any other escalation in one of Israel’s borders, this is a major risk
for this coalition.”

: Rewters (6/2, Lubelly reports that on Thursday, Netanyahu “scorned as 'dangerous” and Mleft-
Lwing’ a cross-partisan coalition cobbled togather by his rivals to unseat him, even as the

- nationalist named to lead it echoad his hard line on the Palestinians.” Netanyahu twested, “All
egisiators elected by votes from the right must oppose this dangerous left-wing government.”
Avigdor Lieberman, a former defense minister and leader of a coalition member party Yisrael
Beitenu, said on Channel 13 TV, "We launched the move, but we haver't completed it There will
be 12 d”jy‘q that won’t he eaf;.y, am‘i in the end, th@rﬂ witl b@ a q&vernment -

5

par!aament vote to mrmaiiy end has iengthy ruie, hopmg to head off dny last-minute attempts to
Cderait their newly announced coalition government.” The AP says that "it was not able to unseat
the parliament speaker, a Netanyahu ally, later on Thursday and it remained unclear how events
Swould play out over the next faw days.” Netanyahu's Likud party has mounted pressure on right-
L wing mermbers of the coalition.
The New York Times (6/3, Kingsley, Nagourney, 20.6M} says, "The agreement on g coalition
that would oust Prime Minister Benjamin Netanvahu and incdlude an Arab party in government has
prompted indignation and relief in roughly equal measure among Palestinian citizens of Israel”
{The reason for indignation is because Naftall Bennett, who is slated to become prime minister, “is
‘& right-wing leader aligned with religicus nationalists in strong opposition to a Palestinian state.”
' On the other hand, some are relieved “because Mr. Netanyahu, while sometimes courting Israsll
| Arabs of late, has often used their presence to generate fear among his base, famously warning in
2015 that they were voting 'in droves.” He has fanned division where possible and declared that 5
Higrael is 'the nation-state, not of all its citizens, but only of the Jewish people,” 5
The New York Times (8/3, Kingsley, Rasgon, 20.6M) says that “for some, the real architect of
Mr. Netanyahu's potential downfall is Mr. Netanyvahu himself, Three of the eight parties in the new
‘coalition are led by hard-right lawmakers whe were once key allies of the prime minister. Two of
themn...were even chiefs of staff to Mr. Netanyahu,” Mitchell Barak, a polister and political analyst,
fsaid, MIf vou iook st Netanyahu's greatest nemeses in this whole thing, they are peopie that :
Sworked for him. " He added, “Tts not just the public who are tired,” but “it's people that worked for
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Chim who are tired.”

Thomas L. Friedman writes in the New York Times {6/3, 20.6M) that ke former President
Donald Trump, Tsrael Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's "main political strategy for winning
‘elections has been {0 foster an intense personality cult and try to gain and hold power with slim
majorities by dividing Israel along as many lines as possible ~ in his case, primarily Jews versus
FArabs, teft versus right, religious versus secular and patriots versus traltors.” Netanyahu “was
perfectly happy to undermine Israel’s democratic institutions, the press and the rule of law -~
fanything that could restrain his quest to retain power after 12 years in office.” Friedman alsg
‘argues that “the unlikely coalition that has come together in Israel o fry to unseat Bibi is Israel’s
‘equivalent of Bidenism ~ a movement of people who believe that society has to repair its torn

‘ political fabric, back away from the brink and restore respect for institutions and for one ancther.”

fad
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5 WIRaET Nowy Coaliition Fovarmmant Jowld Restart Jsraalys Refations WS Siden. The
Washington Post (6/3, 10.52M) editorializes, “Despite his nationalist agenda, Mr. Bennett.. could
‘give Israel a fresh start with the Biden administration, Mr. Netanyahu peisoned his relations with
Democrats by strongly aligning himself with the Republican Party and former president Donald
CTrump, and by militantly campaigning against the nuclear agreement with Iran negotiated by the
Obama administration.” The Post condudes that the “new Israell regime will not welcome the
frenewal of that accord that President Biden seeks, but if it refrains from efforts to block or
‘sabotage it, it will improve on i"ir Netanyahu s racord.”
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mansst &td!d Thursday that Israel will %tdy engaged on the terms as the US tries to return fo 3
Cnuclear deal with Iran, sidestepping what's long been an area of open disagreement between the
‘United States and the now-jeopardized government of Prima Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,”
sraeli Defense Minister Benny Gantz said, "Our dislogue is so important to ensuring that any deal
effectively meets its goal of keeping Iran away from nuclear weapons.” He added, "We will
scontinue this important strategic dialogue in private discussion...only, not in the media in a 5
fprovoking way.” Defense Secretary Austin said that President Biden “has expressad his full support
for replenishing Tsrael’s Iron Dome missile defense system, which saved so many ves.” Austin :
‘added, “We are committed to maintaining Israel’s qualitative military edge and ensuring that
Israel can defend itself.”
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Jrow Joy Qroadey Seourity Q8L Meanwhile, Roll Call
H(6/3, Shutt, 130K) reports thdt adfjitsondi i‘uncji g for Isrdei iron Dome anti-missile system "could
§{:aet wrapped o a stalied Capitol Hill security spending bill as Democrats and Republicans look for
‘3 way forward on both matters in the Senate.” White House Press Secretary Psaki “told reporters
Thursday that a ‘readout’ of the latest on the missile defense funding situation wasn't available

cyet, 'It may be that we have to consider thelr request and I'm not sure we'll have a rapid
response. But T will check with our team and see if we have any update,’ she sald.”
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%Thomas-GreenfieId Looks To Keep Russia From Closing Key Border Crossing Into Syria.

NBC Nightly News  (5/3, story B, 2110, Snow, 4.9M) reported that in Syria, “a critical border

L orossing used to bring aid for refugees could be shut down by Russia.” NBC {Mitchell) says that the
‘orossing s the “ast lifeline for millions of desperate Syrian refugees.” US Ambassador to the UN

' Linda Thomas-Greenfield, NBC adds, has arrived in the region to deal with the situation and to :
provide an additional $239 mitlion in US aid. She sald, “You know, 1 think I have seen firsthand the
Himportance of this border crossing. And you don't want on your shoulders the desperation of the :
people on the other side of the border,”

Menendez, Graham Call For Broad Look At Relations With Iran.

' Sens. Bob Menendez (DN} and Lindsey Graham {R-SC) write in the Washington Post {5/3,
10.52M) that "there is an opportunity for President Biden to think beyond the mere restoration of
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)Y, the deal that the Obama administration, its
Furopean partners, China and Russia reached with Iran in 2015.7 They argue there is "a way to
‘achieve 8 compromise that will find support among the countries of the region, meet Iran's stated
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‘goal for peaceful nuclear power and avoid an arms race in the Middle East,” and they “strongly

encourage the Biden administration, the Iranians and our international negotiating partners o :
think beyond the past and ook toward what we can achieve for the future. Refusing to do so would
risk a tremendous opportunity for peace.” 5

' France Suspends Joint Operations With Malian Forces To Pressure Junta To Restore
 Government.

‘Reuters (6/3) reports that “France said on Thursday it was suspending its joint military operations
Fwith local troops in Mall es part of efforts to pressure the military junte there to restore a cvilian-
Hed government.” Reuters says that "Mali’s military arrested interim President Bah Ndaw and
Prime Minister Moctar Cuane last week and pressured them to resign, derailing a transition to :
‘democratic elections after another military coup last August. Former vice president Assimi Golta, a
feolonel who fed the August coup and ast week's revoll, was dedared president on Friday.” f
Although France was suspending operations with Malian force, It said it would continues its

' operations within the country.

UN Report Suggests Drone May Have Autonomously Targeted Militia Fighters In Libya
:In 2020.

' The New York Timss {6/3, Cramer, 20.6M) says that a UN report by independent experts
Csuggested that & drone, used against militle fighters in Libya’s civil war [last year], may have :
selected a target autonomously,” The report published in March states, “Once in retreat, they were |
' subject to continual harassment from the unmanned combat aerial vehicles and lethal autonomous |
weapons systermns.” Commaenting on the report, Zachary Kallenborn, a research affiliate at the :
University of Maryland, said, "What's not dear is whether the drone was allowed to select its
target autonomously and whethar the drone, while acting autonomously, harmed anyone. The UN
report heavily implies, but does not state, that it did.”

Headlines From Today’s Front Pages.

| Wall Street Journal:

Witham Ackrman SPAC Nears $40 Bitlion Universal Music Deal

§AE\"EC Shares Sink On Stock Sale Plan And Warning To Buvers

Europe Pushes Alternative To Waiving Patents On Covid-18 Vaodines

Armed Low-Cost Drones, Made By Turkey, Beshape Battlefields And Geopolitics
How Pitchers Are Conquering Baseball’'s Home Run Revgiytion

‘United Plans To Buy 15 Supersonic Planes

 Mew York Times:

' Biden Narrows Infrastructure Reguest, Bul Hurdles Remain For Bipartizan Deal

| For Years, Netanvahu Qutlasted His Rivals, What Chanoed This Wesek?

' Tasked To Fight Climate Change, A Secrative LN, Agency Does The Opoosite

See Which States Are Falling Behind Biden's Vaccination Goal

LS. Finds No Bvidence Of Allen Technology In Flving Obilects, Bub Can’t Rule 1t Qut, Fither
F. Lee Bailey, Lawver For Patty Hearst and Q.1 Simpsen, Dies at 87

- Washington Post:

Biden Hints AL A Tax Concession

FFBI Investigating Deloy About Past Fundraising

A Tubman $20 Remains Far Off, Despite Biden's Pladge
‘Lah-Leak Theory Casts Focus On Star Chinese Researchers
| Afghan War Takes A Brutal Turn
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 Financial Times:

Baijing Cancels Annual Hong Kong Rally To Mark Tlananmen Massacre
Global Food Prices Post Biggest Juma In Decade

Engine No 1, The Giant-Killing Hedgs Fund. Has Big Plans

| Genetic Code Breakthrough Opens Door To Advanced Materials

 Story Lineup From Last Night's Network News:

| ABC: Severs Weather; COVID Update; Cyberattacks; Biden-Infrastructure; Deloy Investigation;
' Gaetz Investigation; Duke Coach Ratires; Iobs; United Airlines-Supersonic Jets; Florida-Kids Shoot
| At Deputies; Death of F. Lee Bailley, Farthquakes; FLOTUS Birthday; Track Team Supports :
- Teammate With Cancer,

LORS: Cyberattacks; COVID Update; Biden-Infrastructure; Florida-Kids Shoot At Deputies; lobs;
srael-Netanyahu; Tokyo Olympics; Deloy Investigation; Death of F. Lee Bailey; United Airlines-
‘Supersonic Jets; 93-Year-Cld Recelves Diploma,

MBC: Cyberattacks; Cyberattack Targets; Chris Krebs Interview,; COVID Update; Prostate Cancer
Breakthrough; Floride-Kids Shoot At Deputies; Gaetz Investigation; Syria/Russia; United Alriines-
Supersonic Jets; Summer Sales; Princess Di Dress On Display; Duke Coach Retires,

 Metwork TV 4F & Giance:

Cyberattacks - 8 minutes, 40 seconds

LCOVID Update - 8 minutes, O seconds

Florida-Kids Shoot AL Deputies - 3 minutes, 50 seconds
United Airtines-Supersonic Jets - 2 minutes, 10 seconds

Today’s Events In Washington.

 White House:

s President Bidern - receives the Presidents’ Daily Brief, delivers remarks on the May jobs
report; reconnects with Republican Sen. Shelley Moore Capitg, following their meeting at the
White House earlier this week to ‘continue bipartisan negotiations about investing in the middie
class and economic growth through infrastructure.” ‘

e Vice President Harris — has no public schedule released.

U5 Senate:

s Senate on recess from 28 May - 7 Jun

S House:

= Hpuse meets inoro forma session - House of Representatives meets in pro forma session ¥
Chamber on recess from 28 May ~ 7 Jun

Location: U8, Capital, Washington, DC; 9:30 AM

e House Oversight Commities roundiable on ' Examining the Leng-Term Impacts of the Gender
Wage Gap on Moms’ - House Committee on Oversight and Reform roundiable on "Examining
the Long-Term Impacts of the Gender Wage Gap on Moms’, hald in New York, featuring New
York State Sen. Jessica Ramos. Yale Law School Visiting Professor of Law and Senior Research |
Scholar Julie Chi-hye Suk, DoSomething. org CEG DeNora Getachew, and Legal Momentum and
The Women's Legal Defense and BEducation Fund Senior Attorney for Economic Empowerment
Seher Khawaia {16:00 AM EDT} * Before the roundtable, Committee Chairwoman Carolyn
Maioney and State Sen. Ramos hold media availability {9:30 AM EDT)

, Location: Hunter Coflege, 812 Lexington Avenue, New York, NY; 10:00 AM

Cabinet Officers:

= Mo public schedules released.

Visitors:
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ios Mo visitors scheduled,

 General Evenits:

C e Monthly Emplovment Report - The Employment Siuation: Unemployment Rate, Average 5
Workweek, Average Hourly Earnings, Manufacturing Payrolls, Nonfarm payrolis ¥ Last month's
data showed that total nonfarm payroll employment increased by 2656, 000 in April, while the
unemployment rate rose o 6.1%, as the labor market continued itz recovery from the impact
of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic; 8:30 4M

= NATO Segretary General Stoltenberg kevnotes Brookings event on NATQO 203G ~ North Atlantic
Treaty Organization, the German Councll on Foreign Relations, and Brookings co-host NATO
Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, who delivers a keynote address and discusses the NATO
2030 agenda. Other speakers include German Council on Foreign Relations Designated Diractor
and CEO Cathryn Cluver Ashbrook and Brookings Institution Fritz Stern Chair on Germany and
Trans-Atiantic Relations Constanze Stelzenmuiler

Location: Virtual Event; 100 AM

¢ Housse Judidary Committee holds dosed ransoribad interview with former White Houss
counsel Don McGahn ~ House Committes on the Judidary holds closed transcribed interview
with former White House counse! Don McGahn, after an agreement was reached between the |
Compmittes and the Department of Justice. Quaestions must reportediy be limited to information
attributed to him, or events invelving him, in the publicly available portions of Spedatl Counsel
Robert Muelier's report on potential Russian interferance in the 20106 presidential election ¥
McGahn was originally subposnaed to testify to the Committes in 2019, foillowing the issuance
of Mueller’s report, but the White House biocked his cooperation and argusd that he was :
‘rnmune’ from testifving. The Committes appealed to the LS. Court of Appeals for the District |
of Columbia Clrcuit, and although a three-judee panel originally dismissed the case by saying
that the court lacked the authority, the full court eventually took on the case on appeal, untll
lawyers iast month submitted a request for its removal s they could implement theilr
agreement; 10:00 AM

¢ Washingion Post Live event with bipartisan Reps. Brian Filzpetrick and Josh Gottheimer ~
Washington Post Live hosts discussion on the 117th Congress with Problem Solvers Caucus ¢o-
Chairs Republican Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick and Democratic Rep. Josh Gottheimer

Location: Virtual Event; 1{:30 AM
¢ Republican Rep. Kat Cammack tours Jacksonville Port Authority OAXPORT) cargo and cruise
facilities 5
Location: Jacksonvilie Port Authority (JAXPORT), 2831 Talleyrand Ave, Jacksonville, FL; 10:30

CAM :

e Wilson Center discussion on esports at HBCUs, with Dem Rep. Eddie Bernice Iohnson ~ ‘Esports |
& Education: How HBCUs are Leveling the Field” Wilsen Center book discussion, featuring :
Democratic Rep, Eddie Bernice Johnson and Serious Games Initiative Director Elizabeth
MNewbury

Location: Virtual Event; 12:00 PM

® Press Briefing by Press Secretary Jen Psaki; 1:00 PM

e CDC celebrates 70th anniversary of the Epidemic Intelligence Service program {virtual) ~
Canters for Disease Control and Prevention celebrates the 70th anniversary of its Epidemic
Intelligence Service program, which has served on the front lines of public health investigating
threats in the U5, and around the world, Speakers include CRC Director Rochelie Walensky,
Principal Deputy Director Anne Schuchat, Division of Sclentific Education and Professional
Development Director Patricia Simone, EIS Program Chief Eric Pevener, Global Immunization
Division Senior Epidemiciogist Susan Chu, Division of High Conseguence Pathogens and
Pathology Deputy Director Jennifer McQuiston, and Division of Healtheare Quality Promotion
Medical Officer Isaac Benowits; former CDC Director William Foege; USAID Senior Sclentific
Advisor on Global Tuberculosis Kenneth Castro; Fulton County Board of Health District Health
Director Lynn Paxton; Wisconsin state Rep. Sara Russell Rodriguez; and Stanford University
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Stanford Health Communication Initiative Director Seema Yasmin
Lacation: Virtua! Event; 1:00 PM
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From: | b6 -1
Subject: ILU Awards b7Cc -1
To: | ]

Cc: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI)

Sent: June 4, 2021 4:50 PM (UTC-04:00)

HI

Thank you so much for entering my write-ups into the forms. | have 80 hours and $1,500.00 in awards which
are being awarded as follows: b6 -1

b7C -1
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Please let me know if you need me to do anything else.

Thanks.
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From: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI)

Subject: I_R.aad_LEXIEBlilAL EMAIL] - RE: BWC Meeting
To: USMS) b6 -5
b7C -5

Sent: June 7, 2021 9:22 AM (UTC-04:00)
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From:

Subject: FW: BWC Memo
To: Prest, Erin M. (OGC) (FBI)
Sent: June 7, 2021 4:17 PM (UTC-04:00)

Attached: BWC DAG Directive (Fed Agents) 6-3-21.docx
| just got this from Tim.

Looks like they are issuing the DAG memo today and making a public announcement.

Stephen
From: Dunham, Timothy M. (CID) (FBI| | b6 -1
Sent: Monday, June 7, 2021 4:02 PM b7C -1

To: Turner, Brian C. (CCRSB) (FBI) | b7E -3

Cc: Tyson, Jill Courtney (OCA) (FB |Shivers, Calvin A. (CID) (FBI)
| Fomby, Jermicha L. (CID) (FBI] Rich, Oliver E. Jr. (DO) (FBI)
nks, Sherri E. (DO) (FBI I |ciD) (FBI)

Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI

; Pettus, John C. (OTD) (FBI

Subject: BWC Memo

EAD Turner,

At approximately 3:34 pm this afternoon, | received a call from Adam Braverman of the ODAG. Adam
told me that the DAG was in the process of signing the memo to component agencies directing the
adoption of a BWC program. A previously provided draft of that memo is attached.

Adam said he expected the signed memo would be transmitted to component agencies within the next
20-30 minutes and that he expected some time of public announcement around 5:00 pm EST.

Thanks,
Tim
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From: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI)

Subject: FW: BWC Memo
To: Prest, Erin M. (OGC) (FBI)
Sent: June 7, 2021 4:30 PM (UTC-04:00)

Attached: BWC DAG Directive (Fed Agents) 6-3-21.docx, BWC DAG Directive (Fed
Agents) 6-3-21 (1).docx

| just got this from Tim.

Looks like they are issuing the DAG memo today at 5 and making a public announcement. CID got a 90
minute heads up.

We now have 30 days to draft and finalize a policy. | will work with Tim on this.

Stephen
From: Dunham, Timothy M. (CID) (FBI b6 -1
Sent: Monday, June 7, 2021 4:02 PM b7Cc -1

b7E -3

To: Turner, Brian C. (CCRSB) (FBLTH r|
Cc: Tyson, Jill Courtney (OCA) (F Shivers, Calvin A. (CID) (FBI)

Fomby, Jermicha L. (CID) (FBI Rich, Oliver E. Jr. (DO) (FBI)
b_n s, Sherri E. (DO) (FBI HoiD) (ERI)

1]

kelly, Stephen D. (0GC) (F§

Pettus, John C. (OTD) (FBI
Subject: BWC Memo

EAD Turner,

At approximately 3:34 pm this afternoon, | received a call from Adam Braverman of the ODAG. Adam
told me that the DAG was in the process of signing the memo to component agencies directing the
adoption of a BWC program. A previously provided draft of that memo is attached.

Adam said he expected the signed memo would be transmitted to component agencies within the next
20-30 minutes and that he expected some time of public announcement around 5:00 pm EST.

Thanks,
Tim

FBI (22-cv-00149)-4881



From: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI)

Subject: RE: BWC Memo

To: Dunham, Timothy M. (CID) (FBI)

Cc: | CID) (FBI) bé -1
Sent: June 7, 2021 4:33 PM (UTC-04:00) b7C -1
Thanks, Tim.

Looks like we have 30 days to pull this all together.
| spoke td:'today, and I'm happy to help in any way that | can.

If we need a quick working draft combining the draft DoJ policy and our internal draft SOPs, just let me
know. I'd be happy to take a swing at it.

Just let me know what you need.

Stephen

From: Dunham, Timothy M. (CID) (FBI) | b6 -1
Sent: Monday, June 7, 2021 4:02 PM b7C -1
To: Turner, Brian C. (CCRSB) (FBI) | | b7E -3
cd [shivers, Calvin A. (CID) (FBI)

[Fomby, Jermicha L. (CID) (FBI| } Rich, Oliver E. Jr. (DO) (FBI)
pnks, Sherri E. (DO) (FBI| |
[ elly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI) |
| | Pettus, John C. (OTD) (FBI| |
Subject: BWC Memo

EAD Turner,

At approximately 3:34 pm this afternoon, | received a call from Adam Braverman of the ODAG. Adam
told me that the DAG was in the process of signing the memo to component agencies directing the
adoption of a BWC program. A previously provided draft of that memo is attached.

Adam said he expected the signed memo would be transmitted to component agencies within the next
20-30 minutes and that he expected some time of public announcement around 5:00 pm EST.

Thanks,
Tim

<< File: BWC DAG Directive (Fed Agents) 6-3-21.docx >>
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From: | Mw) (FBI) oo o
Subject: BWC Question
To: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI)
Sent: June 7, 2021 6:06 PM (UTC-04:00)
Hello, Steve —
| have what | think are fairly basic issues regarding the TFO BWC situation. The policies of our local
partners varv somewhat. but some thines thev are absolutelv consistent about: | | b5 -1,2
|So my question for you is 2-pronged:
i
| am happy to chat about this if you like.
Thank you
b6 -1
b7C -1
b7E -3

Associate Division Counsel, Milwaukee
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Confidentiality Statement:

This message, along with any attachments, may be confidential and legally privileged. If you are not the intended
recipient of this message, please destroy it promptly without further retention or dissemination (unless otherwise
required by law). Please notify the sender of the error by a separate e-mail or by caIIinI |
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From: Kelly, Stephen D. {OGC) (FBI)

Subject: Re: FW: BWC Memo

To: (OGC) (FBI) b6 -1
Sent: June 7, 2021 9:24 PM (UTC-04:00) b7Cc -1
Thanks

| did get the note from Tim, and should have forwarded it to you and

Anyway, | guess we have 30 days to do it all again!
Stephen
Stephen D. Kelly

Chief, Operational Law Section
Office of the General Counsel

Federal Bureau of Investigation

b7E -3
e
Sent: Monday, June 7, 2021 7:46 PM bTE -3
To: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI)
Cc: Prest, Erin M. (OGC) (FBI
Subject: Fw: FW: BWC Memé&
FYl...the DOJ memo directing each agency to create its own policy.
554 I
I |
Investigative Law Unit
Office of the General Counsel
Fodeoral Rureou of Investiogtion
From| | b6 -1
Sent: Monday, June 7, 2021 7:03 PM b7Cc -1
To: Jones. Jason Allen (OGC) (EBII lPrest. Erin M. (0GC) (eBI] b7E -3

Browning, Dawn Marie

Subject: Fwd: FW: BWC Memo

Federal Bureau of Investigation
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b7E -3

Mobilg
Confidentiality Statement: This message is transmitted to you by the Office of the General Counsel of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation. The message, along with any attachments, may be confidential and legally privileged. If
you are not the intended recipient of this message, please destroy it promptly without further retention or
dissemination (unless otherwise required by law). Please notify the sender of the error by a separate e-mail or by
calling

—————————— Forwarded message ----------
From: "Rich, Oliver E. Jr. (DO) (FBI) b6 -1

Date: Jun 7, 2021 6:58 PM i;g :;
Subject: FW: BWC Memo

To:|

FYSA

From: Dunham, Timothy M. (CID) (FBI) b6 -1
Sent: Monday, June 7, 2021 4:02 PM b7C -1
To: Turner, Brian C. (CCRSB) (FBI| | b7E -3
Cd hivers, Calvin A. (CID) (FBI)| Fomby,

Jermicha L. [CID] iFBIIl Ich, Oliver E. Jr. (DO) FBI)I } Onks i
Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI

Pettus, John C. (OTD) (FBI) |

— SUBJECT: BWT IVIEMO

EAD Turner,

At approximately 3:34 pm this afternoon, | received a call from Adam Braverman of the ODAG. Adam told me that the
DAG was in the process of signing the memo to component agencies directing the adoption of a BWC program. A
previously provided draft of that memo is attached.

Adam said he expected the signed memo would be transmitted to component agencies within the next 20-30 minutes
and that he expected some time of public announcement around 5:00 pm EST.

Thanks,
Tim

FBI (22-cv-00149)-4893



b6 -5

From: (DEA)
Subject: EXTERNAL EMAIL] - RE: Sorry, my phone crapped out on me... b7c -5
To: Kelly, Stephen D. {OGC) (FBI)
Sent: June 8, 2021 6:23 AM (UTC-04:00)
I am pretty much open most of the day. Call when convenient.
From: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI) | b6 -5
Sent: Mondav, June 7, 2021 9:26 PM b7C -5
Td | b7E -3
Subject: Sorry, my phone crapped out on me...
b5 -1,2
Stephen
Stephen D. Kelly
Chief, Operational Law Section
Office of the General Counsel
Federal Bureau of Investigation
b7E -3

FBI (22-cv-00149)-4895



From: Bulletin Inteligence

Subject: [EXTERNAI EMAILL - ERI Public Affairs News Briefing Tuesday, June 08, 2021
To: b7E -3
Sent:
Mobile version and searchable archives available

§\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

§:

A
T Q T MR IR ETTO R & N D T ENT QR S T & ¢ F
8 v R YU OE S DAY IJANE ¥ RN & I 0 8 M ¥ENY

# DOT Seizes Bitcoin Paid To Colonial Pipeline Ransomware Attackers,
fe D) Will Require Federal Agents To Waar Body Cameras When Sarving Warrants,
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®

SCOTUS To Consider State-Searets Case Involving FBI Survelllance Of Caltffornia Muslims.,
FBI-Encrypted Phone App Leads To Hundreds OF Global Underworid Arrasts,

L

Senate Report Finds Capitel Police Had Intel On Armed Invasion Weeks Before January & Riot.
Hearings Set For Two Tennassee Men Charged In Capitol Siege Probs.

= California Woman Charged In Capitol Siege Probe Was Reportedly Quted By "Proud Boy” Dating
Feguest

Ls Assistant Capitol Police Chief Resigns.

®

&

= Union Representing Crew Of Deratled O Train Says Incident Was Result Of Sabotage.

« Audio From 2019 Phone Ol Shows Gluliani Pressuring Ulkaraine To Investigate Biden.
a FBI Heportedly Investigating Russian Diaspora Group.

s NASA Administrator Signals New Investigation OF UFQ Report

e [BM To Resist US Government Data Regquests

= Senate Passes Bil Providing Ald For "Havana Syndrome” Victims.

e Whitmer Kidnap Piot Buspect Accuses FBL Agents, Informant Of Entrapment.

s FBI Probing Fires Seb At Waimart Stores In Aiabamaea, Mississippl

e CHP: Two Paopla Arrested In Connection To Suspected Road Rage Shooting Death Of Child.
a Law Enforcement Searching For Mother OFf Siain Boy Found In Nevada.

¢« FBI Heiping Detrolt Cemeteary Dig To Confirm Burials.

a Trial Begins In 2019 Fatal Shooting On Washington Reservation,

e FBI, Local Police Conducting Search In Fayetteville, Arkansas.

= Mississipnl Man Charged With Running Chop Shop After Seizure OF Catalytic Convearters,

« Miami-Dade Police Arrest Three Teens In Connection To Deadly Graduation Party Shooting.
e FBI Probing Third Kansas City-Area Bank Rebbery In Two Weeks,

¢ Fight People Arrested In Connection With New Mexioo Gang Investigation,

s CRP Files Motion To Dismiss Hemp Processing Company’s Lawsuit.

i+ Deloy Facing "Mounting Prassure” To Resign.

a FBI Probing Cyber Attack Targeting NYC Law Department.
« U% Truck Manufacturer Navistar Reports [T Breach,

. & DQJ Proposes Restrictions On Gun Accessaries, Legl istation To Halp States Keep Mentally I From
Optaining Firsarms.

®

Garland Qutlines Efforts To Fight Human Trafficking, Smugaling In Central America.

L

WTimes Analysis: FBI Plagued By Misconduct, Politicization.
NYTimes, WPost Laud Biden For Changing DOJ's Media Policy.
DO TG Finds Security Lapses Al Federal Prison Camps,

®

L

S

Democrats Reconsider Strategy To Pass Biden's Aganda After Manchin Reassarts Supnport For
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Filibuster,

e S Vaccination Rates Continue To Drop Nationwide, :
= Wikost Analysis: To Date, Biden Administration Mot Putting "Overt Pressure” On China Hegarding Lab-
Leak Theory, :
s Biden, Capito To Discuss infrastructure Before He Leaves For Europe,

: Bloomberg Analysis: Yellen Faces Uphill Battie Pitching Global Corporate Tax Deal To Republicans.
MNative American Tribes Prassure Biden To Halt Construction Of Minnesots 01 Pipeline.

Gensier: SEC Drafiing Proposal To Restrict 10b5-1 Plans,

Administration Raises Loss Estimate For Federal Student Loans To $68 Billion,

FDA Approves Blogen’s Alrheimer’s Drug, Raising Questions Over The Agenoy’s Heview Standards.

fe Massachusetts AG Advocates For Holding Purdue Pharma, Other Companies Accountabie For Opiold
Crisis,

s Hewitt Says Suprames Court Ruling On Mississippl Abortion Law Will Be Ciarifying,

¢ SCOTUS Unanimousiy Biocks Some TPS Reciplents’ Access To Green Cards.

« GAD To Examineg Environmental Impact OF Border Wall,

¢ Two Florida Republicans Look To Reshape GOP Immigration Policles.

+ Rampeil: Abbott Undermines Values By Craciidown On Sheiters, Programs That Care For
Unaccompanied Migrant Children,

= White House Briefing Room Returns To Full Capacity.

¢ DOJ Defending Law To Deny Benefits In Puerto Rico.

= Research Indicates FEMA Heips White Disaster Victims More Than Disaster Victims OF Color.

¢ DOJ Lawyers Say Trump Not Personally Liable For "Cruds” Ramarks About Accuser.

= Varmont Governor Signs Law Reguiring Mall-In Ballots To Be Sent To All Registered Voters,

L SCOTUS Dedlines To Hear Case On Ali-Male Military Draft,

® & ® & ®

&

fe COVID-13 Vaccine Inequality Has Created "Twe-Track Pandemic,” WHGO Chief Says.,

¢ India To Offer Free Vaccinations To All Adults.

e Deita COVID Variant Associated With Deaditer Symptoms.

s 37 Leaders Facing Pressure To Help Pogr Countriss Cope With Climeate Changs,

L NOAA: Carbon Dioxide Levels Are Up 50% Over Preindustrial Period,

s Harris Meets With Glammattel, Tells Guatemalans Do Not Come” To US Border.

'» Biden Pursues Different Cuba Policies From Obama.

s Maxican President’s Party Suffers Significant Lossas In Sundey’s Election, But Retains Control OF
 Congress.

« Fujimeori Won't Concede As Castille Holds Small Lead In Peruvian Elections.

'» Canadian Man Kills Four With Truck Because They Were Muslim.

= Unrast Expands In Haiti As Gangs Raid Police Stations For Weapons.

e WPost: US Must Maintain United Front Against Nicaragua’'s Ortega.

s Taliban Prepping For Offensive Whan US Departs.

= Biden Looks To Rally Allies For Efforts Against Coronavirys, "Common Advarsaries.
¢ Hussian Opposition Figure Says Decision To Leave Russia Temporary,

e German Foreign Minister Calls For End Of Veto OFf Foreign Policy Matters,

s Fralian Authorities Dismantle Neo-Nazi Group That Were Allagedly Piotting To Bomb NATO Base.
Fe Netanvahu, Alliss Seek To Drag Out Process OFf Forming Replacement Govarnment.

1

= Headlines From Today’s Front Pagas.

fe Today’s Events In Washington.
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DOJ Seizes Bitcoin Paid To Colonial Pipeline Ransomware Attackers.

The New York Times (6/7, Rogers, 20.6M) reports that on Monday, the Justice Department
said.. . that it had recovered much of the ransom paid to hackers last month who shut down the
computer systems of Colonial Pipeline, a critical pipeline operator.” Colonial “had pald a ransom
‘worth roughly $4.4 million in Bitcoin to the Russian hacking group DarkSide after it used
fransomware. .. 1o hold up the company’s business networks in May. That payment deared the way
for Colonial to resume pumping fuel through its pipeline.” According to the Times, “The seizure on
Monday marked a first-of-its-kind effort by a new Justice Department task force to hijack a
‘cybercriminal group's profits through a hack of its Bitcoin watlet. The Justice Department said that
it had seized 83,7 Bitcoins, currently valued at about $2.3 million. {The value of & Bitcoin has
dropped over the past month.)”

: NBC Nightly News  (6/7, story 5, 1:05, Holt, 4.76M) reported that the Justice Department
“says the hackers ended up with virtually nothing after the US turnad the tables on them.” NBC

L (Willlams) added, “What thousands of Americans didnt know as they waited in long lines for

' gasoling after Colonial Pipeline revealed that it was hit with a ransomware attack is that the FBI
Lwas already investigating DarkSide.” Colonial, "it turns out, guickly told the FBE about the attack,
and agents were able to find the bitcoin account where the ransom was sent. The FBI figured out
the password and took nearly all the money back out, says the deputy attorney genera! Lisa
Monaco.” Lisa Monaco, Deputy Attorney General: "Today, we turned the tables on DarkSide.”

The CBS Evening News  {8/7, story 3, 1:50, O'Donnell, 3.96M) reported on the “remarkable

development,” saving "newly releasad court documents show investigators usad what they
funcovered o track those funds to an online digital wallet operated by the cybergang. And then

obtained the wallet’s private key-enabling agents to seize the funds.” Monaco: “The Department of

lustice has found and recaptured the maiority of the ransom Colonial paid.” CBS {(Pegues) addad,
CExperts say they are fighting an uphill battle against cyberoriminals, which FBI director
 Christopher Wray compared on Friday to the 9/11 terror attacks.”

: ARG World News Tonight  (8/7, lead story, 3:05, Muir, 6.3M) reported, “The hack crippled
pipeline operations for six days, triggering gas shortages and panic buying. The company
Cultirnately paid the $4.3 million ransorm. The CEO saving it was the right call.” Jog Blount, CEC,
Colonial Pipeline: “You don’t want to pay these contemptible criminals. But our job and our duty is
te the American public. It was the right decision o make for the country.”

: The AP {&/7, Tucker) reports, "The ransomware variant used by DarkSide, which has been
‘the subject of an FBI investigation since last yvear, is one of more than 100 that law enforcement

officials are now sorutinizing, said FBI Deputy Director Paul Abbate.” The AP gdds, “Cryptocurrency

His favoread by cybercriminals because it enables direct online payments regardiess of geographicat

Hocation, but in this case, the FBI was able to identify a virtual currency wallet used by the hackers

‘and recovered the proceeds from there, said the FBI's Abbate. The Justice Department did not

provide detalls about how the FBI had obiained 3 “key' for the specific bitcoin address, but said law

enforcement had been able to track multiple transfers of the cryptocurrency.”

: CNN {677, Perez, Cohen, Marguardt, 89.21M) reports, "Colonial Fipeline Co. CED Joseph
Blount toid The Wall Street Journal in an interview published last month that the company
complied with the $4.4 million ransom demand because officials didnt know the extent of the

Hintrusion by hackers and how long it would take to restore operations,” but “behind the scenes, the
ccompany had taken early steps to notify the FBI and followed instructions that heiped investigators

ftrack the payment o a cryplocurrency wallet used by the hackers, belleved 10 be based in
Russia.”

may encourage the hackers to go after another group, and the payment may be usad for criminal
‘operations. The Biden administration has reiterated this stance in recent weeks. " Blount
Capplauded the FBI for thelr ‘swift work and professionalism in responding to this event,” and
‘stressed in a statement that ‘the privete sector also has an equally important role to play’ in
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