





Blumenthal (D-CT) introduced the International Cybercrime Prevention Act, “which would enhance criminal violations for hackers
targeting critical infrastructure such as dams, power plants, hospitals and election equipment.” The bill “would also expand the
Justice Department’s ability to go after botnet groups by allowing injunctions against botnets involved in certain destructive
cyberattacks, destruction of data or other issues that pose a violation of the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act,” and “would ban the
sale of access to a compromised computer if the buyer intends to use this access to create damage, and it cracks down on sale
of certain surveillance and spyware devices.”

Graham Says A Deal On Police Reform Could Be Close. The CBES Evening News (6/17, story 7, 1:55, 3.79M)
reported that “weeks after missing the President's deadline” on police reform, “negotiations continue.” On Thursday, Sen.
Lindsey Graham (R-SC) “told me a deal could be close.”

Fifty Portland Police Officers Resign From Rapid Response Team Amid Charges Against

Colleague. The New York Times (6/17, Levenson, 20.6M) reports that on Wednesday night, “a group of about 50 police
officers who had served voluntarily’ on the Portland Police Department’s Rapid Response Team, a specialized crowd control
unit, “have stepped down from the squad.” The Times says the officers’ move comes “just hours after a member of the unit,
Officer Corey Budworth, was indicted on a misdemeanor assault charge that he physically injured an independent photojournalist
during a protest in August.”

Milley Vows To Find Fix For Missing Military Firearms. The AP (6/18, Hall) reports that in remarks before a
Congressional Committee on Thursday, Gen. Mark Milley, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, “signaled...that he will
consider a ‘systematic fix' to how the armed services keep account of their firearms” after reports circulated in the press that the
four armed services recorded 1,900 guns as “lost or stolen during the 2010s.” The AP added that some of these weapons have
been used in violent crimes.

Opioid Epidemic Continuing To Plague The US. Rloombearg (6/17, Dmitrieva, Pickert, 3.57M) reports
that the opioid epidemic “added a record 90,722 overdose deaths in the U.S. for the year through November 2020,” and the
epidemic “spread to largely untouched parts of the country — exacerbated by the recession and millions of job losses.” The crisis
has “cost the U.S. more than $2.5 trillion from 2015 to 2018.”

Louisville, Kentucky SAC To Take New DC Role. WORE-TY Louisville, KY (6/17, Beane, 303K)
reports, “Changes are coming to Louisville’s FBI field office. Special Agent in Charge Robert Brown is being promoted and will
soon begin his new role as Assistant Director of the FBI's Operational Technology. He will transfer to Washington, D.C.” Brown
“has been in Louisville more than two years. It's not clear who will fill his shoes at this field office. I’'m very sad to leave Kentucky.
It's been one of the best places I've ever lived,” said Brown.” Brown “aid he is proud of the resilience he’s seen here in the
community. He says his new role is very broad, and will include providing technical solutions to problems. Brown said part of it
also involves the FBI's movement toward body cameras.”
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US Charges Capitol Slege Defendant With Bringing Firearms To Capitol

The Washington Post (6/17, Hsu, 10.52M) reports that federal prosecutiors “for the first time have
charged a defendant in the Jan. 6 Capiiol breach with violating a federal law thal makes it g crime o
transport & firearm or explosive for unlawful use in a rict.” According o the Post, "The rare weapons
chargs was handed up Wednesday in a Tive-count superseding indiciment against Guy Wesley Reffitt,
48, who prosecutors say brought a rifle and semiautomatic handgun {o Washington and recruited
members o a right-wing Texas Thres Percenters group claiming he had created a new security
business 1o circumvent gun laws. ‘We can get ammo and weapons avaliable 1o law enforgement. « ..
The fight has only just begun,” Refiitt altegedly wrote, Assistant UL&. Attorney Jeffrey S, Nestler said
sarlier this year.” Fefiilt, of Wylie, Texas, "previousily pisaded not guilty to three charges of obsiructing
Congress's joint session 1o confirm the 2020 presidential slection results, respassing on rasiricted
Capitol grounds and witness fampering.”

CBS News (6/17, McDonald, 5.38M) reports, "The new charges add wsight to olaims that rigters
used weapons during he mob vickencs and come after dozens of rict defendants have already been
charged with wiglding other ‘deadly or dangerous’ weapons.” Reflilt "was chargsd with two new crimes
in a superseding indictment Thursday, which alleged that he transporied a rifle and a semi-automatic
handgun to 0.C. and that he carried the semi-automatic handgun while on U8, Capito! grounds
January 6. Heffitt's wife told prosecutors he is a member of a Three Percenters’ militia — a group that
likens present-day ULS. government 10 the oppression of British authorities during the Revolutionary war
- and in an Aprl court filing, the government said thal ReHil had spoken over Zoom with two other
Three Percenter militia members on January 10, and told them he had been camying a .40 firearm on
his side January 87

CHN (6/17, Cohen, 88.210M) reports thal Rethilt "len'l accused of eniering the buiiding ilsell. But it's
still against the law 1o breach the perimeter of the Capito! complex and storm past fences and
barricades, which Reffitf was photographed doing.” CNN notes that the new charge "undermings
Hepublican efforls o whilewash the January 6 insurrection. GOP lawmakers have pushed false-flag
theorias that the FBI, antifa or Black Lives Matier were behind the attack. They also claimed the mich
was ‘unarmed,” even though rigters are accuzed of bringing guns and knives o the Capitol and using
bear spray, flagooies and baseball bats 1o attack police.”

BuzzFeed News (6/17, Tiliman} reports, "Relfiti's case alse underscores that the ongoing
investigation is not only yvielding new arrests, but also ramping up charges against peopie who were
already arrested. Feffitt was initially arrested on Jan. 186 and indicted two wesks laler; the latest
indictment adds the weapons charges on lop of the thres griginal counts. The first defendant charged
with having a gun on the Capitol grounds, Christopher Alberiz, also is not accused, so far, of going
inside the building.”

HuffPost (6/17, Feilly, 383K} reports, “Heffitt was originally arrested on Jan. 18, His son, who had

contacted the FBI about two weeks before the Jan. 6 riol, told the feds that Reiffitt made threatening
siatemeniz, He was ordered held urdil inal”

Media: ACA's Future Ssems Securs After SCOTUS Hejects Latest Challengs.

NBC Nightly News (8/17, story 3, 1:50, Diaz-Balart, 4.820) reporied, "The Supreme Gourt ioday
rejecting a legal challengs to Obhamacare brought by a group of red stales, kesping the Affordable Care
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Act alive for the roughly 30 million Armericans who depend on it NBC (Williams) says that the Court
“spared President Obama’s haalthcare law, the third tims the court rejected a Republican challengs.”
The €8BS bvening News (8/17, story 3, 1:35, C'Donnell, 3.79M} reportad that the Court "turned back
another Republican effor! to kil the ACA. OB (Crawiord) adds, “President Obama signed the
Affordable Care Act into law in 2010, with then-Vice President Biden telling him:” Biden: “This is g big -
ing deal” CBS {(Crawford) added that on Thursday, Biden “tweeled that the ruling was a big win and
‘the law remains, as sver, a BFDL” In ifs lead story, ABC World News Tonighi (8/17, lead story, 3115,
Muir, 5.78M} reported that the ruling "brings relief tonight for the 31 million who depend on it for their
insurance. For the young people on their parents’ coverage untll they're 26, and the 54 million
Americans with presxdsting condiions who are protectsd by the law. The justices ruling against Texas
and 17 other Republican-ied stales that had sued, support in the their efforts by former President
Trump.”

The AP (6/17, Sherman) reports thal the Justices, "by a 7-2 vole, lefl the entire Afiordable Care
Actintact.” Biden “called for buliding further on the law.” Reulers (68/17, Hurley) reporis thal the Biden
Administration "in February urged the Supreme Court o uphold Obamacare, reversing the position
taken by the government under Trumg, who left office In January.”

Bloomberg (68/17, Stohr, 3.57M) reports that opponents of the ACA “wera Iiving fo use a
Fepublican-backed 2017 tax change io invalidate the enlire law. The change sliminated a fealureg, the
penalty for noncompliance with the individual mandate, that had been central in 2012 when the
Supremes Court uphsid the law as g legitimale use of Congress’ conslitutional faxing power.” Wriling for
the majority, Justice Stephen Brayer “said the Texas-led group of states and two peopie who filed the
fatest suil — Igter backed by the Trump administration - lacked the right 1o qo to court because they
werent injured by the provision at the center ¢of the case.” CNBC (6/17, Higging, Breuningsr, 7.34M}
reports that Breyer wrole, “Neither the individual nor the stale plaintifis have shown that the injury they
will suffer or have sulffered iz Tairly raceable’ to the ‘allegedly uniawlul conduct of which they
complain.” Politico (8/17, Luthi, Gersiein, 8.730M) raports that by "finding that the red siates and
individual plaintiffs couldn’t contest a changs o the law, the conservative justices were essentially
shislded from grappling with larger gusstions about whether Cbamacare was no longer constitutional”

The New York Times (8/17, A1, Liptak, 20.6M) says that the ACA's "fulurs now sesms secure and
its potency as a political issue for Republicans reduced.” Similarly, the Washington Post (6717, A1,
Barnes, 10.52M) reports that the decision “lell something ke dosure 1o a decade of atlempls {o
overturn the faw through the courts. Congress was never able 1o muster the voles to undo it even when
Republicans controlied both chambers.” Poliico (6717, Luthi, 6.730M), for s parl, reports that
“Demoocrats and Republicans are offering the same messags on Obhamacare: The landmark health care
law is here to stay.” The ruling "marks a clear uming point in the long-running health care wars that
have defined a generation of politics, Even the law's staunchest oss on Thursday dismissed the
chances it would face another life-or-death moment before the courts.”

The Hill {8/17, Sullivan, 5.88M), in iis takeaways, says that it i “impossible 1o ever fully rule out
anather lawsuit challenging the health law or ancther repeal push if Republicans win back Congress,”
but “after mors than 10 years of fighting the Affordable Care Act, GOP efiorts al fighting the law are
serigusly deflated, as many Republicans themselves acknowledge.”

Axios {6/17, Baker, 1.26M) says that the ruling "shows there are some Hmils 1o how much of the
Hepublican agenda can be accomplished through the courts, even with a solid conservative maijority.”
The New York Times (6/17, Al Liptak, 20.6M) noles that at Justice Amy Coney Barretl's confirmation
hearing in 2024, "Democrats portrayed her as & grave threat 1o the health care law.” In an editorial, the
Wall Strest Journal (8/17, Subscription Publicalion, 8.410) says that SCOTUS ruling against efforis lo
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throw out the ACA shows that Democrats’ olaim that the conservative justices move in iock-step is
false, and that they, in fact, hold g fairy wide range of legal views,

bore broadly, Rolt Call {6717, Ruger, 130K) reports that the decision “urns down the political heat
on the Supreme Cowrl — al least in one major controversial arsa. Justices from both sides of the
idenicgical spectrum joined a majority opinion authored by & iberal justice. And that opinion rested on
legal terms that avoided discussions about policy.” The Los aAngeles Times (6/17, Savage, 3.37M)
reports that Chist Justice John Robert "and his colleagues surprised many by finding a way 1o tring
together those on the right and st rather than issue the usual 5-4 decision that has often divided the
bench on such cullure-war cases.” They "did so by kesping the decision narrowly focused and notl
making a broad pronouncement on the law.” The Wall Street Journal {6/17, A1, Kendall, Bravin,
Armour, Subsceription Publication, 8410} similarly says that the decision showed that the couwrt was still
able o find a broad coalition in a politically sensiive case.

USA Today (8/17, Frilze, Wolf, 12.704) reporis thal Democrats "praised i gz the lalest indication of
permanency for the confroversial law, a cenferpiece of former President Barack Obama's policy
agenda, after vears in which Republicans in Congress, the White House and several slales sought o
chip away at its provisions or unwind i entirely.” The Hill (6/17, Oshin, 5.69M) reports that in a series of
tweats on Thursday, Obama “applauded the Supreme Cowt's Thursday ruling upholding the act, saying
it would ensurs health insurance for millions.” Obama sald, "The principle of universal coverage has
been astablished, and 31 million peopde now have access o care through the law we passed-—with
millions more who can no longer be denied coverage or charged more because of a presxisting
condition.”

i anoiher pigce, Holl Call (6/17, Mcintire, 130K) reports that "several health care industry groups
had urged the Supreme Courl to uphold the law in amicus briefs filed before the November gral
arguments. Hospitals, physicians, insurers and others stood o loss financially # the law had been
overtumead.”

Becerra Lauds SCOTUS ACA Ruling. Asked on ONN {8/17, 608K about the Supreme Court
rejaction of the latest atlempt o overtum key parts of the Affordable Care Act, Heglth and Human
Services Secratary Xavier Becerra said, "IU's greal io know that the Affordabls Cars Act is the law of the
land. Now there's no question about i This is the third time we've been before the Supreme Court, 1Y
5 a greal victory — not jusi for those who belisved in the Affordable Care Acl — but for the 131 million or
50 Americans who have a pre-existing condition.. 1o the 31 million Americans who have insurance as a
result of the Affordable Care Acl. .. it's great news.”

On MENBC (617, 661K), Becerra addressead the possibility of a fourth Supreme Court challengs
to the Affordable Care Act, saying, “If we were playing haseball, we would say ihres sirikes, you're oul
By the way if you count the seventy. times that members in Congress trisd to dismantie the iaw, they’
ve heen oul a long time. Butlock, we're going to be ready. ... Health care should be a right, not just a
privilege for a tew. Thal's where we'rs going.”

NYT: Democrals Now Have A Chance To Push Forward With Universal Coverage. The New York
Timaes {§/17, Sanger-Katz, Kiif, 20.6M) says that Obamacare "anjoys higher-than-avar public support,
with most Americans now favoring the law.” Now, Democrats have their “first chance in a decade 1o
press forward on a new campaign: moving he country toward a system of universal health coverags. i
sgems the end of a period when Democrals played constant defense, fighting back against legisiative
and legal chiallenges.”

Along thoss lings, Cathering Rampel writes in the Washinglon Post (6/17, , 10.52M) that in the
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wake ¢of Thursday's Supreme Court ruling, which "quashes the latest (and hopsiully last) effort to Kl the
Aftordable Care Act,” Democratls can “start playing offense again: They can concantrate on expanding,
rather than simply maintaining, health coverage.” Democrats’ Mop agenda item should be helping
peopte in the ‘Medigald coverage gap’ - that is, the millions of poor psople whe fell through Chamacare’
§ oracks.”

In an editorial, the Washinglon Post {(6/17, 10.52M) says that with the latest defeat of attemnpis I
overturn the AGA in the Suprame Court, “it is past ime for Republicans 1o help make it work Detter.
About 2 million low-income people could get coverage immediately if stales such as Georgia, Florida
and Texas would expand thelr Medicaid programs as the law srwvigionsd.”

Additional Commentary. Megan McArdle writes in the Washington Post {6/17, 10.52M) that the
Supremes Court's ruling Thursday “marks the third time that John G, Roberts Jdr’s court has rescusd”
Obamacars “from an exisiential threal. ... Since no other legal challenges appear on the horizon, and
gven the [eistiest Republicans have given up talking seriously about repeal, i seems zafe lo say that
Chamacare we shall always have with us.” MeArdie, who says she was “one of Chamacare's most
commifted oritics,” says it a ot of ways,” the law was not “as bad as | thought was going o be,” byt
“that's often becauss it wasn't as good as my oppenenis expected, either, which | think most would
readily admil.” MeArdle argues that "even i3 most zealous boosters should be willing o admit that the
program that the Supreme Court saved this week is far from the revolutionary transformation its
architects envisioned.”

Madia Analysis: Biden Made Progress In Europe, But Russia Bemains A Challenge.

The New York Times (8/17, Sanger, Eranger, 20.60M) says that Biden “had thres big lasks {o
accomplish on his first foreign rip since taking office; Convince the allies thal America was back, and
for good; gather them in common cause against the rising threat of China; and eslablish some red lines
for” Futin, The Times says that Biden “largely accompiished the first,” and "made inroads on the
second, at least in parts of Europe.” However, i s not clear that the mesting with Pulin "will
fundarmentally change a bad dynamig.”

I an "gnalysis,” Heuters (8/17, Hunnicult, Lewis) says that Biden “on his first forelgn foray soughl
to cast Russia not as a direct competitor to the United States but as a bit player in a world where
Washinglon is increasingly pre-occupied by China.” Aldes "wanied 1o send a message that Putin was
isolating himsell on the international stage with his actions.” However, Biden “could struggie in a paratisd
atternpt o stop the rof in U.B.-Russia relations and deler the threal of nuclear conflict while also falking
down Russia, some observers said.”

NBC Mews (8/17, Smith, 4.91M) says thai the “pragmatic gel-togsther in Geneva on Weadnesday is
one that many cbservers say suits both leaders just fing for the time being.”

The New York Times (6/17, Shear, 20.8M) reports that ancther US president "might have been
frustrated, or even angry” by Pulin's siatements afler the summit, but if Biden "was annoyed by his
courterpart's performance, there was no sign of it during his own subssguent news conference, or ata
tater conversation wiih reporters under the wing of Alr Force Ons belore he leH bwitzerdand.” Biden's
response o Pulin “underscored a persisient fealure of his presidency: a stubborm optimism that crilics
say borders on worrsoms naivelé and that allies insist is an essential ingredient to making progress.”

Republicans Criical Of Biden's Summit Parformance. NBC Nightly News (6717, story 8, 115,
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Diaz-Balart, 4.82M) reported that the While House and Republicans arg "offering sharply different
views” on how the sumimit with Pulin went, NBC (Bennetl) says that the White House is “outing what it
calls a successtul rip, punctuated by that summit with Russia’s Viadimir Putin.” The President "says #t
was important 1o set some rules of the road in the relationship with Bussia that's been eroding for
yvears." However, Republicans are “panning the President's performance.”

CNN (6/17, Diaz, 82.21M) reports that, for his part, House Minorily Leader Kevin McCarthy
“oriticized” the summit with Pulin, "saying in 2 statement on Thursday that Biden 'gave Viadimir Putin a
pass.” MeGarthy said in a statement Thursday, "President Biden should have used loday's summit i
stand up for our national interesis and send a massags 1o the world thal the Uniled States will hold
Russia accountable for its long list of ransgressions. Unfortunately, President Biden gave Viadimir
Putin a pass.

Following Summits, Bussians Portraying Biden In New Light. The New York Times {(6/17,
Trolanovski, 20.6M) reports that while the Hussian siale media had previously “ridiculed” Biden as
“umnbling, confused and well past his prime,” but by Thursday “the mood had shifted: Here was a man
it the White House, some said, who understands us, whom we can do businegss with.” The summit
“teuchaed off calsbrations on Russia's often over-the-iop political talk shows as well as gquister
exprassions of cautious oplimism in Moscow’s foreign policy establishment.” There "seemed to be
broad agreement” that Biden "was a new sort of counterpart, more predictable and professional” than
President Trump and “more inclined to reckon with Russian interests than other recent predecessors,”
such as President Obama.

Bloomberg (8/17, Rudnitsky, Arkhipov, 3.57M) reports that for his part, Pulin "slammed the door on
state-media specuiation” that Biden "was 10¢ oid 1o g0 toe-to-tos with him after the two met Wadnesday
for their first summit” In response 0 a guestion from a Bussian senator, Putin said, “The image of
President Biden thal our, and even American, media present has nothing o do with realily. Bider's &
professional, you have 1o be very altentive with him so as not {o miss anything. He doesn’t it anything
get by, | assure vou.” CNN {(6/17, Gaouetlts, Ullah, 82.21M) reports that Putin’s "praise was stiiking in
part because Ruasia had tried o portray Biden as mentally unstable during the presidential campaign.”
The Washington Post (8/17, Dixon, 10.520M) that the shift “was reflected in pro-remiin media: Gonse
was the usual portrait of the ULS, president as a doddery thresat 1o global stability. Instead he was the
teader of a great power mesting with ancther leader of a great power.”

Ukrainian Foreign Minister "Now IU's Time To Make Russia Pull Back From Ukraing.” Heulers
{817} reports that on Thursday, Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kulebs “said.. he welcomed”
President Biden's “tough messaging when he met. Pulin this week and said now was the fime 1o make
Russia withdraw from Ukraine.” Reulers adds, “In the first high-level Ukrainian government reaction
since the Biden-FPutin summit in Geneva on Wednsasday, Kuleba told Beulers thal the taiks had not
caused any concern for Kyiv, “This summit demonsirated that America is back, and now it's time o
make Russia pull back from Ulkraine,” Kuleba sald in an inferview, adding that Moscow has no power of
veto over Ukraing's accession o NATO. According to Heutars, the Ukrainian government "had been
wary of the prospect of Biden and Putin culting a deal about Ukraing’s future without it being present al
the lable.”

Axiog” Aller: "Sharp Gusstions” Nesded To Elicit Honest Answers From Officials. Mike Allen of
Axios (6717, Allery, 1.26M) writes, “Alter sight days of talking on the world stage, President Biden got
prickly — then blunt, then reflective — in the final minutes before Alr Force One lifted off for home.” Allen
continues, “Biden was walking off the slage al hiz post-summit press conference in Geneva when CNN
s Kailan Collins shouled a provocalive, but intally fair question after his three hours with Viadimir Putin:
Why are vou so confident he'll changs his behavior, Mr. Prasideni?” According to Allen, Biden
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“stopped and snapped as he waved his fingsr U'm not confident he'll change his behavior, Whars the
hall — what do you do all the ime? When did | say | was ‘confident? ... ¥'m not confident of anything.”
According to Allen, “Of courss, sharp questions are designed 1o do exactly what these had dong —
gliclt what the person is really thinking.”

The Washington Post {6/17, 10.52M) says Bidenr's "flash of frusiration brigfly revived memories of
president Donald Trump’s frequent healed exchanges with the While House press corps, though Bider’
s stald summit with Putin was in stark contrast 1o the deference Trump brought to his interactons with
the Hussian isader. As his exchangs with Colling went viral, some critics jumped o defend the reporter,
while others argued thal her question unfairly reflectad the president’s sarlier sialements.”

Ignatius: Biden Should Leverage Foreign Success To Advance Domestic Goals. David Ignatius
writes in the Washington Post (8/17, 10.52M) President Biden should “make his foreign success a
platform for progress at home.” Biden's “nexi challenge, after the successiul summils, is {0 pass key
parts of his domestic legislative agends over objections from Republicans who seem, weirdly, more
artagonistic oward him than [Russian President Viadimir] Putin.” ignatius argues that the Prasident
"should use e same {actics that worked in his inip abroad. Negotiate with his adversaries but remind
them of his hard gptions. Be a pragmatic centrist, not bipartisan. Make them worry about the political
dangers of obstruction”

Capitol Viclence News

Prosecutors Say Newly Heleased Video Shows Former NYPD Officer Siriking Police With Flagpols
During Caplin! Siege.

The Washinglon Post (8/17, Komifield, 10.52M) reports, “A previously unpublished video of the Cagpitol
rict on Jan. 6 capturss an alleged rioter wislding a flagpole brawling with a police officer a5 vinlence
unfolded outside the building.” The Post adds, “A man who the Justice Department identified as Maring
valaran and refired New York Police Department officer Thomas Webster, 54, screams profaniliss at
officers, striking at least ong with a Hagpole befors tackling him 1 the ground in & 58-second clip from
the officer’s body camera, which was released Thursday. This is the second such video shared with
more than a dozen news oullels that have sued for access o evidence gathered by the Justice
Department and available 1o judges bui not the public, CNN first reported.”

Two Georgia Residents Arrested In Capilol Sisge Probe.

WHOW-TV Augusta, GA (6/17, 38K reporis, "The FBI arrested two more Georglans in connechion with
the Jan. 8 Capitol riot, bui there’s a twist” WRDW-TV adds, "According to documents, 21-year-old
MNolan Kidd and 20-year-oid Savannah McoDonald say they marched 1o the Capliol, where uniformed
officers toid them they could go in. The Fbi was able 1o search MeDonald’'s Snapchats that allegedly
boast aboul how far they got inlo the Capilol, calling themselves 'stormiroopers.”” According to WRDW-
TV, “Fourteen Georgians have now been arrested following the riol”

Tucker Carison Questions FEVs Role In Capitol Biege.
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Newsweaek (8/17, Palmer, 2.67M) reports, “After spending months downplaying the seriousness of the
attack on the U.S. Capitel, Tucker Carlson is now spreading a conspiracy theory that the FBi hselped 1o
prchestrate the entire thing.” Newsweek adds, "On Tuasday nighi, the Fox News host said there were
still ‘pasic faciual maliers that we don’t understand about the riols of January 8§, including why a
number of people known 1o have been wesent have vet (o be charged. Citing an ardicle from the right-
wing site Revolver News, Carison claimed thai this could be because the govemnment is ‘hiding the
identity of many law enforcement officers who were present at the Capitel on January 8, not just the
officer who shot and killed Ashili Babbilt, "According o the governmeant's own court filings, those law
enforcement officers parlicipated in the riols, sometimes in viclen! ways, Carlson said.”

I an analysis piece for the Washington Post (8/17, 10.52M), Philip Bump wriles that Carlson
“spoks o a writer who had worked for the Trump White House and who glieged that charging
documents filed by the Justlice Department included a number of unindicted co-conspirators who, in his
gatiration, were necessartly undercover FBI agents. Carlzon ate this theory up, suggesting i showed
some sort of deep state’ involvement in the day’s actions, The Washingfon Post's Aaron Blake walked
through the many, many regsons this theory doesn'l hold up, such as the fact thal undercover FBI
agenis wouldn't be identified in thal way as well as much simpler explanations of who these people
were — including, in ong cass, making obvious that the co-conspiraior was the arrested person’s wife”

In an analysis piece for the Washingion Post (68/16, 10.52M}, Aaron Blake writes, "Carlson's theory
is assentially thal ihe presence of unindicted co-conspirgtors in the Capilol riol indiciments means those
peopte are government agents and that this, in wrn, means the FBI was involved in organizing the riot.
The idea has since caught on with conspiratorially minded congressional Republicans.” Blake adds,
“The theory follows Carison’s wall-established sitvie of asking exiremely suggsestive gusstions with litie
basis i evidence — and which are easily disputed — and then freating the answars he likes as faci o
build a narrative he prefers.” According 1o Blake, “Legal experis say the government iterally cannot
name an undercover agent as an unindicted co-conspirator. "There are many reasens why an
indictment would refarence unindicted co-conspirators, but their status as FBl agents is not ong of
them, said Jens David Ohlin, a criminal law professor at Comell Law School”

Professors Criticize Wray's Testimony On January 6 Intel Fallures.

In an gp-ed for the Washington Post (68/17, 10.520M), Ryan Goodman, a former special counsel at the
Cetense Department and a law professor at New York University, and Andrew Weissmann, a law
professor at New York University who previously served as general counsst of the FBI, write that FBI
Director Wray's recent "slingy, unenlightening testimony” about inlelligence fallures belors the January
& attack on the Capitol "is particularly disappointing,” as "Wray repeatedly failed {o provids the
information lawmakers sesk 1o perform their oversight role.” Goodman and Weissmann arqus that “the
FBI knew encugh 1o take further action, but failed 1o do 307 They write that Wray's “responsibility for
leading the FBI during a foreseeable domestic ferrorist altack needs o come under graater sorutiny,”
and that "he must do more 1o give lawmakers the information they nead {0 assure this kind of assauit
does not happen again.”

Poli Finds Nearly Half Of Republican Volers Cgli Capitol Riot "Legitimate Protest”

Forbes (6/17, Brewster, 10.330) reports, “About hall of Republican volers characisrize the January 8
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attack on the LS. Capitol as a ‘isgitimate protest,’ according 1o a new survey published Thursday, a
finding that comas as a handful of GOP lawmalkers continue 1o Iry and cast the riol in a more positive
tight.” Forbes adds, “The Monmouth University poll—oconductad June 8 1o June 14 in a survay of 810
adulte-—found 47% of Republican volers say legitimate protest’ is an ‘appropriate term for the US.
Capitol incident on January 8, while 39% of independents and just 13% of Democrals say the same,”
bt "a majority of Bepublicans {82%:) also describe January § as a riot,” meaning a targs number of
GOPR volers have a nuanced understanding of the attack. Nearly ning in ten Democrats (87%) and
seven in ten indspendents (67%) alsc describs January 8 as a rict,” the only definition that drew
across-the-board bipartisan suppert.”

Peniagon Warns Congress National Guard Capiin! Deployment Reimbursement Necessary To Maintain
Headiness.

The Hill (6/17, Khesl, 5.62M) reports fallurs 1o reimburse "the National Guard for ifs months-long
deployment protecting the Capitol would be detrimental 1o the guard's readiness, top Pentagon leaders
warned Thursday.” Defense Seoratary Austin told the Senate Appropriations Commities that i the
funding is not approved before the August recess, “It will impact their ability in the near term o be able
to frain and adegquately prepars the guard for s future, for s current responsibiliies.” Chalrman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Mark Milley "added that a iack of reimbursemant for the guard” will have a
“significant nsgative impact on their ability to mainiain thelr readiness.”

Protesis

FBI investigating More Lowisville, Kentucky Officers For Conduct During Protesis.

WAVE-TV Louisville, KY {6/17, 90K} reports from Loulsville, Kentucky, "Former LMPD Gfficer Cory
Evans was the first 10 be charged fedsrally with civil rights violations relaled to prolests, bul he may not
be the last.” WAVE-TY adds, "FBi Bpecigl Agent in Charge Hobert Brown iold WAVE 3 News the Public
Corruption and Civil Righis Task Force iz shill working on several other similar cases.” Evans "was
tederally charged after being accused of hitling a kneesling protester with a rict stick during the prolesis
in Breonna Taylor's name. There are ofher allegations being investigated involving other officars such
as Dustin Dean, Dean was seen on live television shooting pepper balls al 2 WAVE 3 News reporter
and pholographer.”

lowa Man Plaads Guilty To Shooting Black Girl Al Trump Bally.

The AP (8/17, Foley) reporis from lows Gy, lowa, “A supporier of former President Donald Trump has
pleaded quilly o felony charges for firing his handgun inlo a carful of Black girts who were arguing with
pro-Trump agitators near the lowa Capilol last Decembeyr, injuring one.” Michae! Mclinney, 26,
“pleadad guilty Wednesday o intimidation with a dangsrous waapon and wilifud injury,” and is "expected
to receive a prison term af his Aug. 9 sentencing.” The AP adds, "Under a plea agreemeant that a
prosecutor called "generous,” the state will dismiss fowr charges inoluding altempled murder and wont
seek senfencing enhancemeants that would require Mckinney 10 serve a mandatory minimum of five
years an each count before becoming eligible for parcle.” MoKinney, “an Army veleran and resident of
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Saint Charles, lowa, admitied that he intentionally fired into the girls’ vehicle, ‘causing the cccupanis 1o
fear serious injury from my aclion.”

St Louis Couple Who Waved Gung Al Floyd Protestors Plead Guilly To Reducsed Charges.

The AP {8/17) reports that on Thursday, Mark and Patricia McCloskay, the St Louis residents “who
guilty 1o reduced misdemeanor charges of harassment and assaull based on their actions during the
incident. Under the terms of the plea agreement, Mark MoCloskey will pay a $750 fine and Patricia
MoeCloskey will pay a §2,000 fine. “They also agreed o give up the weapons they used during the
confrontation.” The &t Louis Post-Dispateh (68/17, Currier, 694K} explaing “the couple were indicted last
yaar gn charges of unlawiui use of 3 weapon and evidence tampering, both felonies,” after they pointed
their weapons at protesiors who “marched past thelr home.”

The Washington Post (8/17, 10.520M) reports thal Gov. Mike Parson (R-MO) had “sald he would
parden the couple if they were convicted,” but his spokesperson said the govemnoer has not vet received
a formal request from the couple or their altomeays.

FProtestors Reflect On Posi-Floyd Changss.

The Washington Post (68/17, 10.52M) profiies Flovd orotestors as the country moves past the first
anniversary of the death of Georgs Floyd, The Post reporis thal many of these profestors “said they
had seen Hilis change in thelr communitiss, but had made big changes in their personal fives.”

Counter-Terrorism

Mayorkas Pledges “ideciogy Neutral” Approach To Domestic Terroriam,

The Washington Times (8/17, Dinan, §26K) reports DHE Secretary Mayorkas “said Thursday that his
depariment will take a broad approach o domestic terronsm, realizing that i's not just righi-wing
exiremists wiin engage in the vislence.” In a congressional hearing, Mavorkas "specifically mentioned
the 2017 atlack by a left-wing activist on Republican lawmsakers practicing baseball al a field in
Alexandria, Virginia” and “said his department is aware thal the threals come from across the
ideoiogical spectrum.”

Two Yemeni Delainges Al Guartanamo Cleared To Transfer,

Reuters {6/18, Psaledakis, Besch) reports two Yemeni men held “af the Guantaname Bay military
prison in Cuba since 2004 have baen cleared for ransfer {0 ancther country, a LLS. review board
determined last week, bringing the prizon back into the spotlighl” Abd al-Salam al-Hitah "and Shargawi
Abdu Al al-Haji were both cleared for fransfer,” and the US "must seek {o find countries willing o take
the detainess.”
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Counter-Intelligence

House Judictary Commitiee Seeks Documents On Trump-Era Probes Of Leaks.

Reuters {§/17, Wolle) reports that the House Judiclary Committes “on Thursday requested documentis
from the Justice Depariment related o the Trump administration’s selzure of phone records from
lawmakers, journalists and the then-White House counssl as part of its investigations into ieaks of
classified information.” Reuters adds, "The House Democrats, led by Judiciary Committee Chairman
Jerrold Nadler, sent a letter 10 Altorney General Merrick Garland requesting a wids range of documents
before July 1. The documents included any communications betweaen the Justice Depariment and
former President Donald Trump or White House sialf relating o the opening of the leaks investigations.”
The letter “represented the first major public step in an investigation that Nadier announced on
Monday.”

30J's "Ching Iniliative” Waging Legal Campaign Against Chinese Scientists.

Reuters {6/17) reports that the DG “*China initiative” project s “aimed at preventing the transfer of UG,
technology o China,” and Chiness brain ressarcher Song Chen “has been charged with lving o
investigators and destroying evidence as part of an alisged effort o conceal ties o the Chiness
military.” Song, who “works for the XJ Diaoyutal Hospital in Beijing,” has "pleaded not guilly o the
charges and denies being an aclive-duly member of Ching’s military.”

Misirial In Fraud Case Against Tennessee Professor Promipts Benewed Scrutiny Of “China
Initiative.” The Washington Post (6/17, Nakamura, Nakashima, 10.52M) reports, “Federal prosecutors
failed o win a conviction this waek in a case against a college professor in Tennasses accused of
hiding his parl-time work for a Chinese universily, renewing criticism from civil rights advocales over a
Trump-era Justice Department program targeling Ching's economic espionags.” The Post adds, "A
Kroxville judge declarsd a mistrial Wednesday afler a 12-member jury deadiocked in the case of
Anrning Hu, 52, a Chinsse Canadian charged in February 2020 with federal counts of wire fraud and
making false statements. Prosecutors alleged thal Hu, an associale professor of mechanical,
asrospace and biomedical engineearing, sought 1o conceal part-time work for the Beijing University of
Tachnolegy 1o satisly restrictions on grant funding from the U5, government, including NASA” Hu "was
the first academic to sland frial on non-sspionage charges under the Justice Depariment’s ‘China
Initigtive.”

DOD Intsiligence Agencies To Release Classified Information To Counter Chiness, Russian Information
Threats.

The Washington Times (6/17, (3eriz, B26K) reporis the Pentagon’s intelligence agencies "plan to
releass classified information o the public and 1o allies as part of efforts to counter information threats
from Ching and Russia, senior Pentagon and military officials told Congress.” Ronald Moudtrie,
undarsecratary of defense for intelligence, "said the release is part of a government-wide effort to
courter adversaries’ widespread use of disinformation.” The DiA and NSA “will make the information
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availabie o the mililary’'s combatant commands in response [© an appeal last year from nine genarals
and admirals for more intelligence dafa o fight foreign disinformation claims.” NSA Director Army Gen.
Paul Nakasone “said his agency is working to find ways 1o make intelligence available publicly 1o
gnsure ‘speed and agility against an adversary.™ DIA Dirgctor L1 Gen. Beott Berrer called he release ¢of
intefigence o combat disinformalion "really a very, very important activity.”

Bili Would Resirict Uss Of Surveillance “Stingrays.”

BuzrzFead News (6/17, Hasking) reports, "Demograts Ben. Bon Wyden of Cregon and Rep. Ted Lisu of
Caiffornia are infroducing a bill on Thursday that would restrict the use of ‘stingray” cell site simulators,
powerful surveiliance devices capabis of intercepling calls, texts, and other information sent o cell
phones and determining their current location.” According to BuzzFeed News, "Dubbed the Cell-Site
Simulator Warrant Act of 2021, the bill would reguire law enforcement agencies to get a warrant
establishing probable cause to investigats criminal activity before using a stingray in almost all cases. it
would also require thal data collected from arnyone not listed as the larget! of a warrani be delsled.”
BuzzFeed News adds, "There is currently no federal law regulating the use of these devices — which
mimic celiphong iowers, connecting to mobile davices and capturing any data sent through them,
Because of this, when a stingray is used in 2 populated area, it can collect information about
bystanders, not just a target.”

Continuing Coverage: Lawmakers Beact To Classified UFD Intelligence Brigfing.

KRON-TV Sar Francisco (6/17, Phenbx, 267K) reports several House lawmakers “received the first
knpwn briefing on the upcoming UAR/AIFC briefing due to Congress by June 25" On Wednesday
morning, “officials from the Uniled Stales Navy and the FBI gave a classified briefing for members of
the House Parmansnt Select Commities on intslligence, Subcommittss on Counterterrorism,
Countarintalligence, and Counterpraliferation {C3). The Guardian (UK) (8/17, Gabbatt, 5.53M) reporis
Rep. Tim Burchett (R-THN) told TMZ, "Clearly, something’s going on thal we car't handis.” Several
others “said they are deeply worried about the findings”

WTTE-TV Washinglon {8/17, 168K) report Hep. Sean Patrick Maloney (D-NY) said, " think it's
important 1o understand that there are legitimate questions involving the safely and security of cur
personnel, and in our eperalions and in our sensilive activities, and we all know that there’s (g
profiferation of technologies cut there. We need to understand the space & litlle bit better”

In an op-ed for ONN (8/17, 88.210M), Don Lincoln, a senior scientist at the Fermi National
Accelerator Laboralory, writes that “officials briefed on the findings have said that the report may muddy
the conversation with its ambiguous findings,” and that the "sxpeciation of multiple redactions,
nominally 10 avoid revealing the US military’s capabiliies will surely feed the suspicions of conspiracy
theorisis.”

Former CGIA Station Chief: US Should Bring "Havana Syndrome” Attackers To Justice.

in an op-ad for The Washington Times {8/17, 826K, former CA station chief Daniel Holiman writes ClA
Director Bums is rightly focused” on identifying the source of the "Havang Syndrome” and that the
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Biden Administration "'nesds o mount a publicly acoountable, fuli-throttled effort 1o bring the
perpetrators of ‘Havana Syndrome’ to justics.”

Criminal investigations

FBI Probing Discovery Of Woman's Hemains In Marviand National Park.

MeGlalchy (8/17, Capron, 28K} reports, “Hikers discoverad a pair of red Nike shoes and a human foot in
a Maryland national park, which lted rangers 1o find the rest of the woman’s ramains nearby on
Saturday, the FBI said.” According 1o MoClatchy, "Hikers found the foot in a remote part of the woods,
away from established paths of Caloctin Mountain Park, FBEI spokeswoman Joy Jiras told The Fraderick
Mews-Fost. Rangers found the rest of the woman’s body, sxcepl for a missing hand and fool, fewer
tharn 100 yvards away, according to the news gutiet. The FBI said officials don’t know how inng the body
was i the park, but the agency is investigating.”

GBS News (6/17, 5.30M) reports, “FBI spokeswaman Joy Jiras said the hikers discovered a
separated foot in a remote arsa wall off any established paihs. Jiras said most of the rest of the body
was located less than 100 vards away, Hhough ancther foot and band were still missing as of
Wednesday. The FBI said the woman had long, dark halr with braids, and was wearing a biack track
sult, wrist guard, and red colored Nike shoes. She was also found with a Puma handbag and a sel of
keys, containing an Bl Salvador keychain, authorities said. The FBl released images of soms of the
WOMAn's possessions.”

WRAR-TV Bailimore (8/18) raports, “While an avdopsy may help determine if she was the victim of
foul play, the tact her dismembered body tumed up about two miles from the presidential retreat at
Camp David cannot be ignored. "The MNMational Park Service and the park rangers, the law enforcement
branch, definitely it perks thelr ears with the proximity 1o Camp David, but for us, i really at this pointis
not in play, but we understand the sensitivity that comes with that being next to Camp David, said FBI
Special Agent Richard Rugglsni”

Colorado Man Pleads Guilty To Federal Hate Crime For Cregon Slabbing.

The Denver Post (6/17, Nicholson, 660K) reports, "A Colorade man pleaded guilly Thursday 1o a federal
hate crime for stabbing 2 Black man in the neck in an unprovoked atlack at an Oregon fast-food outlet.”
MNolan Levi Birauss, 27, "pleaded guiity o a hate crime involving an attempt o ki, according to the U8,
attorney’s office in Oregon. ‘Evervong dessrnves 1o go o work without fearing they will be a victim of
vinlencs becauss of how they look or how they live. Racist attacks like this one — powered by hale and
groundead in ignorance — strike at the heart of our communily,” said Kieran L. Ramsey, special agent in
chargs of the FBI in Oregon.”

B Agents Fatally Shoot Kidnapping Suspect in New Jersey.

The Bergen (M) Record (6717, Jongsma) reports, “FB{ agents shot and Killed a8 man early Wednesday
in Leonia in a confrontation that authornilies say stemmed from a Philadelphia Kidnapping.” The Record
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adds, “On Wednesday morning, agents from the FBl's Newark office surrounded the apartment
complax and, after a lengthy stakeout, shot and killed a man they believed was involved in the
Kidnapping of a 17-vear-old boy from Philadsiphia. The shooling et the naighborhood swarmed with
law enforcement from a number of agendies for nearly the entire day.”

The Fort Lee (NJ) Patch (6/17, Moura, 1.440) reporis from Leonia, New Jersey, “The FBI shooting
that resuited in the death of a man early morning on Wednesday happened in conneclion o an ongoing
investigation of a kidnapped Philadeiphia teen, according 1o the FBL” investigators “had information that
the 17-yvear-cld boy was being held at a location in Leonia and available rescurces were deploved in an
effort o return him (o salely, the FBI said. Early thal morming, FBE Newark agents responded o that
location, leading (o the confrontation with the man who was fatally shot, officials said)”

WABC-TYV New York (8/18, Caltablano, 351K) reporis, "Agsenis shot the suspect during the
confrantation in a corner apartment and believed the suspect was armed af the tims of the shooting.
The kidnapping viclim was recovered and was not injured. The FBI released a slalement, saying, 'The
FBI Newark and Philadeiphia Field Offices were invoived in a kidnapping investigation in the area of
Leonia, MJ. During the course of the confrordalion with subjects, ong subject was shot and is deceased.
The victim was safely recoversd. There are no threats {o the community. Further information will be
released as i becomes available.™

Eight Shoolings In Arizona Leave One Dead, Twelve Injured.

CNN {6/17, Foss, Lynch, 89.21M) reports that on Thursday, four people were shot — one fatally — and
an additional nine people were injured “by shrapnel and debris” giter a gunman weni on “a shootling

spres in the northwest suburbs of Phoenix.” CNN says the "police puiled over the suspect” in Surpriss,
Arizona. WJIBF-TV Augusta, GA (B/17) also reports.

Continuing Coverage: Leader Of Southern California’s "Oxy Bandil” Crew Guilly In Robbery Charges.

The Newport Beach {CA) Paich (8/17, 1.440) reports a federal court convicted Tyrome “Boobis” Lewis
of eight felony charges in conneclion to his role in “organizing and leading” the Oxy Bandit crew, which
"commifted 15 armed robberies of independent, mom-and-pop pharmacies across Southern California”
The Patch continues, “The guilly verdict stems from a broader investigation of armsd pharmacy
robberies resulting from a partnership behween the FBI and the Los Angsles County Sheriffs
Depariment. ... Since the investigalion began in 2019, 18 individuals, including Lewis, have been
convicted for their participation in pharmacy robberies, while two detendanis awalt frial”

Ontario Attormey Faces Child Porn Charges In US,

KCAL-TY Los Angsles (8/17) reports that on Thuraday, the FBI arresied Sagl Schwartzberg, an
attorney in Ontarnio, on a charge of “preducing child pornography” after a local California prosecutor
dropped child exploitation charges he was facing in state court. KCAL notes that “the case is being
investigaled by the FBlin conjunclion with the Fonlana Police Department, as part of Inland Regional
Child Exploitation and Human Trafficking Task Forga.” KTLA-TV Los Angeles (§/17, 348K} also reporis.
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News Cutlets Seek Helease Of FBI Recordings In Plot To Abduct Michigan Govermnor.

WUOM-FM Ann Arbor, ME(B/17, Newsroom, 24K) reparts that on Wednesday, "lawyers for the New
York Times, Buzzfeed as well as The Delroit News, and the Sonpps network filed a2 motion” in federal
oot o compel “the release of recordings of one of the men accused of plotting fo kidnap Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer,” WUCM sxplains that "the recordings, made by the FBI, fsaturs Barry Croft Jr, ons
of 14 men charged in the alleged Kidnapping scheme,” and have been "entered into evidence.. . but not
released.”

in Oregon, Gurman In Mariiuana Robbery Convicted in Federal Case After Co-Distendants Fiip.

The Oregontan (8/17, 1.02M) reports that nearly four years after a “double shooling” on Aug. 3, 2017, 3
federal jury on Thursday “concluded that Ernest Franklin Evans.. known on the strest a3 ‘Smoke,” was
the man who fired a sawsd-off shotgun that evening” at two men during “an orchastrated marijuana
drug rip.” The Oregonian continues that the jury convicted Evans of roblery under the Hobbs Act after
two of his co-defendants — including “one who had served in the past as an FBI informant” - testifisdg
against him at irigh

Ten Face Federal Charges In idaho Counterieill Goods Consgpiracy.

The idaho Slatesrman (8/17, Scholl, 298K reports that in Boise on Monday, the selechion of the federal
jury will begin in & case “surrounding accusations of an expansive, muitimillion-dollar conspiracy 1o sell
counterisit Apple and Samsung cell phones and acecessories.” The Stalesman explains that ien people
-~ Pavel, Gennady, Piotr, Timoley, Kristina and Natlalya Babichenke, as well as David Bibikov, Anng
iverusalimets, Mikhall lyerusalimets and Artur Pupke — face “dozens of counts of wirg fraud, mail fraud,
money laundering and raflficking in counterfelt goods” after agents with the FBI and Department of
Homeland Security "Dought over a dozen counterielt devices” from the Babichenkos as part of a sting
from November 2015 {0 December 2017,

FBI Arresis Miami Springs Man For Cyberstalking.

Miarrd Herald (8/17, Karantsalis) reports that on June 3, the FB arrested Robert Rodrigues for oyber
statking. The Herald explaing that after his relationship with a woman ended, Rodriguez harassed her
ard her new boviriernd “by making ‘threatening phong calls, communicating harassing social media
massages, and posting nude photos of the victim on multiple fake social media profiles without the
victim's congernit.”

Siate, Federal OHiciais investigating Abuse Allegations At Tennessee Child Migrant Shelter,

The Tennessean (6/17, 845K) reports that officials from the Tennassee Department of Children’s
Services have aleried the FB and several olher law enforcement agencies about allegations of abuse
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at a child migrant sheller in Chaltanooga. According to the Tennesseean the FBI, Department of
Homeland Security, and the inspector general of the Office of Refugee Ressitlement have arg
colloborating with Iocal law enforcement in responding 1o ihe case.

Two Arrestad After Manhunt In Wisconsin,

WTMI-TY Mibwaukee (8/17, 177K reports that fwo suspects have been arrested on drug charges “after
an earty Thursday morning manhunt” in Bayside, Wisconsin led 1o a "sheller in place” arder for
residents. WTM notes the FBHwas among several law enforcement agencies thal participated in the
search.

owa Man Plsads Not Guilty In Degth Of Missing Davenport Girl.

WHO-TV Des Moines, IA (6/17, Cook) reports that Henry Dinking, “the suspect in the death of 2 missing
Davenport girl,” pleaded not guilty 1o state charges of first-degree murder and kidnapping. WHUO notes
that FBE agents will serve as wilngsses in the casse.

imternational Fugitive Dxiradited To Sacramento For Lewd Acts With Minor,

KXTV-TV Sacramento, CA (8/17) reports that according o the FBI's Sacramento field office, Victor
RPonce, a Mexican national who s accused of commitling lewd acts with & child, has been exiradited
from Mexino to California, KXTV adds that the FBI Legal Attaché Mexico ity task force had previously
arrested Ponce in February,

Feds Grapple With Housing Issues For Aryvan Brotherhood Prisoners,

The San Jose Mercury Mews (6/17, Gartrsell, 432K} reporis that federal authorities are struggling "o
house more than a dozen suspected members and assaciales of the Aryan Brotherhood as they move
forward with the biggest prosscution of the notorious prison gang in two decades.” The Mercury News
explaing that “there are two main options in the Sacramento area, where the charges were filed in Juns
2019,” but both are caught up in scandals: “One, California Stale Prison, Sacramento, is being
investigated by the FBI for alleged widespread corruption. The other, the Sacramentn Jail,
acknowledged that it recorded privileged attorney/clieni mestings last vear, an admission only recently
made public through a lawsuil by an alleged high-ranking Aryan Brotherhood member”

Accused Maother in “Little Zion” Murder Case Waives Extradition.

BPIX-TV San Francisen (8/17, 110K) reporis Samaniha Moreno Rodriguez, “the San Jose mother
accused of illing her young son and lsaving his body” off a ralthead southwest of Las Vegas, "has
waived exiradition and will return o Nevada after her arrest earlier this month in Colorado.” KRIX notes,
"She was arrested June 8 by an FBIHask force afier being named the suzpedct in the murder of her 7-
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vear-oid son Liam Husted. His body was found off 2 traithead southwest of Las Vegas ast month,
trigpering a massive effort to find the identity of the boy dubbed John “Litlle Zion” Dos”

St Louis Police Officer Convicted OF Civil Rights Charges.

The AP {8/17) says that on Thursday, a federal jury convicted Dustin Boone “of deprivation of righis
under color of law.for aiding other officers who were beating Delective Luther Halt on Bept. 17, 20477
Jurors deadiocked on charges against another officer, Chrislopher Myers.

81 Haises Heward For Man Who Killed 7-Year-Old Chicago Girk

The Times of Northwest Indiana (8/17, 254K) reporis the FBU increased s award iotal for information
heiping lead to the arrest of Devortay Davouccl Anderson, a man with Northern Indiang connections,
wanied in the shooting death” of Jaslyn Adams, a 7-year-old Chicago girl. The Times explains that
Anderson "and another man are accused of firing shots into a vehicle at a MeDonald's drive-thru in
Homan Sguare April 18, striking Adams and her father. Adams was shot several imes and her father
sustained a single gunshol wound, but survived.”

Dirug Trafficking Investigation Leads To Charges For 25 People.

In oniine coverage, WEMJ-TV Youngstown, OH (8/17, 30K) reports the DEA [he FBIH ‘and ihe
Pannsylvania Office of Attomey General's Bureau of Nareotics Investigations” led a drug trafficking
investigation that resulted in charges for 25 people. This story is also covered by other media outlels,
including the Pittsburgh Poat-Garelle {617, Ove, 42BK), the WKBN-TY Youngstown, OH (6/17,
Simeon, Gostlin, 286K), the New Castle (PA} News (8/17, Wachter, 11K}, the WPXI-TV Pitishurgh
{8/17, 148K} website and the KDKA-TY Pittsburgh (6717, 144K} wabsils,

Massachusetis Man Gets Five-Year Prison Senience in Fentany! Case.

The North Andover (MA) Eagle Tribune (6/17, Kirk, 78K} reports Massachuseits resident Yunior
Dansmir Prandys Torres has been sertenced 1o five years in prison “for distributing and possessing
fertanyl.” The DEA was invobved with a “coordinated enforcement operation” that ied to that sentence,
which was announced by Acting US Attorney Nathaniel Mendell "and Joseph Bonavolonia, Special
Agent in Charge of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Boston Division.”

West Virginia Drug Case Defendant Pleads Guilty.

The Martinsburg (WV) Journal (8/17, 51K} reports West Virginia resident Jaime Benee Coddingion has
“admitted to working with others (o distribute sutyione and cocaing base from Oclober 2019 o April
2020 in Berkeley and Jeffarson counties.” The FBI was involved with investigating the case against
Coddington, who "pleadead guilly 10 ong count of conspiracy 1o possess with intent 1o distribule and o
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distribute eutytone and cocaineg base.”

Connecticut Man Facing Drug Charge Following FBI Raid.

The Herald of Randoiph (VT) (6/17} reports Connecticut resident Shiguan Mangual “was arrested and
faces a federal drug charge after the FBI raided” a Vermoni residence.

Connecticut Man Sentenced To 78 Months in Prison After Drug Case Guilty Plea.

The Connecticut Post (8/17, UNeill, 310K) reporis Connacticut resident Joseph Diaz got a 78-month
prison sentence after pleading guilty ™o possession with intert to distribute fentany! and possession of
a firearm in furtherance of a drug trafficking crime.” Members “of the FBI Northern Connecticut Gang
Task Force were” involved wilh the investigation of this case.

Financial Crime & Corporate Scandais

Yeteran Sentenced For COVID Relief Fraud.

The Washington Post (8/17, 10.520M) reports, “Last April, as veterans hospilals struggled 16 find masks
to protedd thelr workers and patisnts from the coronavirus, a veteran reached oul with promises (o help.
‘Unlike most vendors we are commitment [3ic] to providing support during this time and are offering a
COVID-19 discount to agencies who need large quantities of thess Htems shipped,” Robert Stewart Jr.
wrote (o g contracting officer at the Deparimant of Veterans Alfairs. Tam glad  can help ... support our
men/women in uniform and vets. In fact, Siewari, 35, had no masks and no ability 1o get them. On
Wednesday, he was sentenced in federal court in Virginia to 21 months in prison Tor using fraudulently
obtained covid-19 relief nans i part on fruitless efforts o deliver”

Formar illinois Official Pleads Guilty In Fed-Light Camera Bribery Case.

The Chicage Tribuns (6/17, Long, 2.03M) reports, “A former suburban Chicago official pleaded guilty
Thursday in federal court to plotling to pay bribes 1o gel ucrative rad-light cameras installed in Cak
Lawn.” John O Sullivan, "a onetime Worth Township supervisor and stale lawmaker, admitied {o
conspiring with longlime political eperative Patrick Doherly and an executive representing red-light
camera company SafeSpesd o pay $4.000 in bribes to receive the official support of an Oak Lawn
trusies 1o pul the licketing cameras at additional inlersections. O'Sullivan, an ally of former House
Speaker Michae! Madigan, joined a long line of former electad officials and political operatives who are
cooperating with the wide-ranging federal corryption investigation nvolving everything from red-light
cameras to suburban liquor licenses”

In indiana, Prosecutors Drop Federal Corruption Charges Against Former Local Official.
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The Times of Northwest Indiana {§/16, 254K reporis that in indiana on Wednesday, Acting US Attomey
Tina Nommay “asked a federal judge to dismiss fraud charges that have been pending for seven years
against Bthel Shelton,” the former executive secrelary to Calumet Trustee Mary Elgin who served 10
months in prison for extorlion and lax evasion. The Times sxplaing the prosscutor's move comes alter
an appeals cowrt overiurned Shelton's conviction for her role in assisting Elgin's activities because the
FBI had "improperly gathered” the evidence against her.

FBPs Los Angeles Field Office Issues Warning On Senior Scams.

The Beverly (CA) Press {6/17) raporis the FBI's Los Angsles fisld office “is warning the public about
scams targeting seniors” as part of World Eider Abuse Awargness Day, which is ohserved on June 15,
The warning comes amid rising losses from fraud targeting seniors: the Press reports that according io
FBI data, thare was “an increase of approximately $300 miilion in iosses reported in 2020 versus what
was reporied by viclims over 80 in 20187

Cyber Division

Former NCSC Chiel Russia Could Stop Cyberattacks “In One Momaent”

The Washington Times (8/17, Tayior, G26K) reports Russian President Viadimir Pulin has “repeatedly
denied Mozscow's involvement in the surge of ransomware attacks on US targsts,” bul former NCSC
director William Evanina “says there is no question Russian intelligence has influence gver the hacking
operalions.” Bvanina "generally praised the Biden adminisitration’s attempts 1o elevate the government’s
response o the growing drumbeal of ransomware and other cyberatiacks, but he told The Washington
Times in an interview that LLS. intsliigence could engage in dramatically more aggressive
cyberpperations (o counter Busasian hacking.”

Hansomware Claims Holl Segment Of Insurance Industry.

The Washinglon Post (8/17, Lerman, De Vynck, 10.520M) reports, “The recent surge of ransomware
attacks is upending the cyber insurance industry, pushing up the reguirementa and cosi of coverags
just as more companies need i1 Hansomware attacks “have increased in frequency and severity over
the past two yaars. According 1o blockehain research firm Chalnalysis, ransom paymenis from
companies increased 341 percent to a total of $412 million during 2020, This is 2 tpping point this
yaar, said John Kerns, an exscutive managing direcior at insurance brokerage Beecher Carlson, a
division of Brown & Brown, which sells cyber insurance. ‘P've been in business for 32 years and haven
seen a market quite like this.” The surge is "pushing insurance carriers 10 resvaluate how much
coverage they can afford 1o offer and how much they have 1o charge clients to do so.”

Professor Examines Role Of insurance In Bansomware Payments. In an op-ad for the New York
Times {(6/17, 20.8M), Dr. Jossphine Wolfl, an assisiant professor of cybersecurily policy at Tufis
University, writes, "The announcement iast week that U.S. law enforcement officials had managed fo
recover §2.3 million of the roughly $4.4 million ransorm that Colonial Pipeline pald hackers was a
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welcoms devslopment,” butl “it also raises gusestions about who should bear the costs of ransom
payments as the threat of online exiortion grows.” According 1o Wollf, "in many cases, insurers shouider
almost alt of the financial burden for ransomware vichms.” Woltf arguss that “retrieving ransom
payments is an impoertant slement in making ransomware less profitable,” but “the government should
atso specify that no mors than a gquarter of the recouped payments will be returned 1o the vicims,”
which “creates an incentive for companies o work with law enforcement, but not enough for them io
make such payments without a second thought”

CISA "Under Pressure” To Implement Tougher Cybersecurily Reguirsments.

Federal News Network (6/17, Doubleday, 220) reports CISA s facing calls "o take a more muscular
approach o its role oversesing the oybersecurily of oritical infrastruciure in the wake of the Colonial
Pinsline glack and other ransomware incidents.” The House Homeland Sscurity Commitles this week
“highlighted CIS&’s role as an adviser o more powerful reguiatory agencies, as iawmakears raised
concermns about the cyber agency’s visibllity info privately owned critical infrastructure networks.” During
a hearing Thursday, Hanking Member John Katko (R-NY) pressed DHS Ssorstary Mavorkas “io support
increased funding for CISA beyond the budget request,” suggesting the agency is “overwhelmed.”
Mayorkas "said CiSA is focused on expending its already increased budgst as wisely a5 possible”

Senate Confirms Inglis As First White House Cyvber Czar,

The Hill (6/17, Miiler, 5.69M) reports that the Senale on Thursday “unanimously confirmed former
Natioral Security Agency (NSA) Deputy Director Chiriz inglis as the Tirst While House national cyber
director.” Senate Majority Leader Schumer "Trought up Inglis's nominalion for a vole through
unanimous consent Thursday afternoon, with no senalors obiecting.” inglis “will be the first to serve as
the White House cyber czar afier the position was craaled as part of the most recent National Defense
Authorization Act {(NDAA)L. His an expansion of the previgus White House cybersecurity coordinator role
that was sliminaled in 2018 under the Trump administration, drawing bipariisan backlash al the fime.”

Politico (6/17, Geller, 8.73M) reports that Inglis “will coordinale federal agencies’ disparate work on
cyber issues and oversee the development of the LS. digital defense strategy” According to Politico,
“The rgcent ransomwars aitacks on Colonial Pipsling and the meat processing giant JBS, both
attributed to Hussian cyberorims gangs, a5 well as the SolarWinds espionage campaign that
intelligence agencias linked o Moscow, thrust cybersecurity intn the spotiight on Capilel Hill and
prompted renewsd sorutiny of the challenges facing the federal governmeni, including its imiled
understanding of attacks on private companies.”

Proposed Senate Bill Would Crack Down On Cyber Criminals,

The Hill (6/17, 5.68M) reporis, "A bipartisan group of senators on Thursday unveiied legisialion irtended
to crack down on cyber criminals, who have increasingly posed a threal 1o critical U.S. organizations.”
Sens. Lindsey Graham (B-50}, Sheldon Whitehouse {D-RB and EBichard Blumenthal {(D3-CT) introduced
the International Cybercrime Prevention Act, “which would erhance oriminal vislations for hackers
targeting oritical infrastructre such as dams, power plants, hospitals and election equipment.” The bill
“would also expand the Justice Department’s ability 10 go after botnet groups by

FBI {22-cv-00149)-5406



aifowing iniunctions against bolnets involved In certain destructive cyberattacks, destruction of data or
oiher issues that pose a violation of the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act,” and "would ban the sals of
access 1o a compromised computer if the buyer intends 1o use this access o create damage, and i
cracks down on sale of certain surveillance and spyware devices.”

Biden Order May Open Up Chinsss Apps To Subpoenas, Bans.

Reuters (8/17) reporis thal President Biden's “executive order aimed 3t safeguarding Americany’
sensitive dala would force somes Chinese apps 1o ake tougher measures o protect private information
if they want to remain in the LS. markel” Reuters explains “the goal is to keep forsign adversaries like
China and Russia from gaining access o large amounts of personal and propristary business
information.” Reuters says under the order, the U.5. Depariment of Commearce “may issue subpoenas
to collect information about certain smariphong, tabiel and deskiop computer software applications” and
then “negoliate conditions for their use in the United States or ban the apps.”

NESA Cybersecuwrity Head: NSA-Indusiry Collaboration Could "Gain More Visibility Inio Forsign
Hackers."

Executivetaov (5/17, Edwards) reports NSA Oybersecurity Direclor Hob Jovee “said any proposal that
seeks o help the intalligence community address visibility gaps into foreign hacking operations must
combing the signals intelligence data that NSA collects with the information gathered by the privale
sector, CyvberScoop reporied Wednesday.” Joyee "added that the NSA cybersecurity direclorate needs
to ‘work smarter” with avaiiable resources amid budget constraints.”

US Faces Shortage Of Cyber Talent.

Newsweek {817, Rouhandeh, 2.687M) reports recent altacks on the "Colonial Pipeline and SolarWinds
have piaced a grealer spotiight on the issus as companies rapidly brace 1o protect their digital
infrastructure, which has become aver more essential in wake of the pandemic.” Both the US public and
private sectors “ace a common problem” in a “chronic shortage of skilled workers.” Some 353,000
American pbs "remain unfilied, according 1o a 2020 survey by a cybersecurity training nonprofit called
(IsC2”

Bay Areg Water Treatment System Suffered Cyberattack In January.

The San Franciseo Chronicle (8/18, Mishaneo, 2.440) reports a hacker accessed the "computer system
of a Bay Area waler reatment plant in January and delsled programs the plant used o treat drinking
waler, a senior intslligence official confirmed Thursday.” NBC News firsl reported “Thursday that the
unidentiisd hacker used a former plant employeg’s username and password 1o gain entry o the
unidentiied Bay Area water freatmant faciiily on Jan. 157 Michael Sena, exscutive diractor of the
MNorthern Californiz Regional Intelligence Center, “confirmed NBC's report aboul the securily breach,
bt declined to say where it occurred or who carried it gut”
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Camnival Details Customer Data Breach.

The AR (8/17) reporta Carnival said Thursday that a “data breach in March might have sxposed
persenal information about customers and emplovess on Carnival Cruise Ling, Holland America Ling
and Princess Cruises.” In a letter o customers, "the Miami-based company indicaled that outsiders
might have gained access 1o Social Sscurity numbers, passport numbers, dates of birth, addresses and
health information of people.” Carnival spokesman Roger Frizzell "said the company detected sutside
gecess (o some of s information-technology systems on Marceh 19 and shut down the intrusion and
hired a cyvbersecurily company o investigate. He said Carnival is making changes (o improve security
of its information sysiems.” Reuters {(6/17, Nishant) reports Carnival said, “There is evidence indicaling
a low likelihood of the data being rmisused.”

Estonia A “Global Leader” On Cyber, Now “Offering To Teach Gther Countries”

RN (6/18, Kottasova, 89.210) reports Esionia is "punching way above s weight when it comes in
oniline safely,” and has "made cybersecurity ong of the policy priorities” of s current term on the UN
Security Council, Estonia, which is offering training for other EU and NATC allies, has built "secure 1T
syaterns, {ostered international cooperation and sperd a lot of money and Hms fraining is citizens,” and
is “constantly tryving o find ways 1o improve its system.”

Law BEnforcement Services

Graham Says A Deal On Police Beform Could Be Close.

The CBS bEvening News (817, slory 7, 1:55, 3.790M) reported thal "weeks after missing the President's
deadiing” on police reform, “negoliations continue.” On Thursday, Sen. Lindsay Graham {B-5C) "old
me a deal could be close”

NYPD Cracks Down On Viclence In Washington Square Park.

The Wall Street Journal (8/17, Brody, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that the New York Police
Department is grappliing with how o combat viclence in Manhaifan’s Washington Square Park as
narceotics, raucous crowds, and litter have overlaken the iconic space since April.

Fifty Portland Police Officers Resign From Hapid Response Team Amid Charges Against Colleagus.

The New York Times {(6/17, Levenson, 20.6M) reports that on Wednesday night, “a group of about 50
police officers who had served voluntarlly” on the Portland Police Department’'s Rapid Response Team,
a specialized crowd contral unit, "have stepped down from the squad.” The Times says the cofficers’
move comeas Yjust hours afler 3 member of the unil, Officer Corey Budworth, was indicted on a
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misdemeanoy assacli chargs that he physically injured an independent photoiowrnalist during a protest
in August”

USA Today Analysis: Dems Face Political Risks Over Defunding The Police.

USA Today (8/17, 12.7M) analyzes the political risks Democrats face as they consider measures o
overhaul policing practices. USA Today writes that "as murder rates rise in major cilies and videos of
Black Americans having violent encouniers with law enforcement continus 1o draw condemnation,
Democrais are searching for a better way 1o package o volers the demands of left-leaning activists” o
reform or defund the police “while fending off GOP attacks.”

Milisy Vows To Find Fix For Miszing Milltary Firsarms.
Y y

The AP (6/18, Hall) reports that in remarks before a Congressional Committes on Thursday, Gen. Mark
Milley, the chairman of the Joint Chisfs of Staff, “signaled.. that he will consider a ‘systematic ix’ {o how
the armead sarvices keep account of their firsarms” after reports circulated in the press that the four
armed services recorded 1,300 guns as “lost or sinlen during the 2010s.” The AP added that some of
these weapons have been used in viclert crimes.

Opicid Epidermic Continuing To Plague The US.

Binomberg (8/17, Dmitrieva, Pickert, 3.570M) reports that the opicid epidemic "added a record 80,722
overdose deaths in the ULS. for the year through November 2020, and the epidemic "spread to largsly
untouchsed parts of the country — exacerbated by the recession and millions of job losses.” The crisis
has “cost the LS. more than $2.5 triliion from 2015 10 20187

i Texas, Abbolt Signs Bills To Expand Gun Righis.

The San Anionic Exprass-News (8/17, Harris, 885K reports that at 3 cersmony in San Antonio on
Thursday, Gov. Grag Abbott "signed a slate of gun-related laws.” The new laws allow Texans "o carry
handguns without a Heense,” require hotsls to allow guests to Keep guns in their rooms, and prohibil the
governmeant from shutting down qun stores “during a declared disaster”

Other FRBI News

Loulsville, Kentucky SAC To Take New DO Role.

WDRB-TY Louisville, KY {6/17, Beane, 303K} reporis, "Changes ars coming o Louisville’'s FEI lisld
office. Special Agent in Charge Hobert Brown is being promoted and will soon begin bis new role as
Assistant Direcior of the FBI's Operational Techndlogy. He will transier to Washingion, D.C. Brown
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“has been in Louisvilie more than two years. t's not clear who will fill his shoes al this figid office. 'I'm
very sad io leave Kentucky. IT's been one of the besi places 've ever lived, said Brown.” Brown “aid he
is prowd of the resilience he's seen here in the community. He says his new rois is very broad, and will
include providing technical solutions to problems. Brown said part of it also involves the FBI's
movernent toward body cameras.”

Other Washingion News

Biden Administration Announces Plan To Develop COVID Anti-Viral Pills.

NBC Nightly News {8/17, stary 5, 1:40, Diaz-Balari, 4.82M) reported that federal officials “announced a
mzjor effort loday 10 develop medication that could one day be used o tregt COVID and other viruses.”
The $3.2 billion effort seeks o "develop new anti-viral over-the-counter pills o treat COVID and future
viruses at home, keeping people out of ERs.” The New York Times (817, Jimmer, 20.60) reports that
the project was “announced on Thursday by the Department of Health and Human Services,” and the
federal funding will "speed up the clinical frials of a few promising drug candidates.” The CBS Evening
Mews (6/17, slory &, 2:10, O'lonnell, 3.790M) reported that the over-the-counter freatments "could be
available by the end of this vear,” and the project "comes as health experis are becoming more and
more concerned about that delts variant”

The Washingion Post (6/17, Johnson, 10.520M) says the Biden Administration is “bowowing from
the model used 10 create drugs that transformed HIV from a death sentence into a manageabls
disgase.” According 1o the Post, MIAID Director Anthony Fauci and David Kessler, chief science officer
for the covid-18 response, "began brainstorming the idea lale last year. With remarkably sllective
vagcines rolling out, their inttial focus was on drugs that could make the next pandemic less
devastating. But as virus varianis emerged and it became clear that even a hisloric vaccination
campaign wasn't likely to eradicate the coronavirus, they accelerated the deadiine.” The Wall Sireet
Jowrnal (8/17, Siddigul, Subscription Publication, 8.410M) reports Fauci said of the effort, “New antivirals
that prevent serious Covid-19 iiness and death, especially oral drugs that could be taken at home early
in the course of disease, would be powerlul tools for batlling the pandemic and saving lives.”

The AP (8/17, Miller) reports that the US “has approved one antiviral drug, remdesivir, specifically
for COVID-19, and allowed emergency use of three antibody combinations that help the immune
system fight the virus,” but these drugs "have o given by IV at hospilals or medical clinics, and demang
has been low due (o these logistical hurdles.” Washington Post (6/17, 10.52M} provides additional
coverags.

White House Silent On July 4 Yascination Goal.

The Hill (6/17, Webel, 5.89M) reports that Biden Administration officials "won’t say whether they bslieve
the 1.8, will mes! President Biden's goal of getling 70 percend of adults parhially vaccinated against
COVIER-138 by July 4.7 White House coronavirus coordinator Jetf Zients said of the vaccing campaign,
“We've made tremendous progress. Today more than 175 million Americans have gobien at least one
shot ... hundreds of thousands of people are continuing to get their first shot each day, and we are
going to get to 70 percent, and we're going o continue across the summer months to push beyond 70
percert.”
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Delta Variant Spreads To Additional Stales.

CBS bvening News (6/17, story 3, 2145, Muir, 5.78M; reported that the Delta COVID variant is officially
documented in 41 states across the United States, and the Biden Administration is urging American to
quickly vaccinate, White House COVID-19 Response Coordinator Jeffrey ZJents said o reporters, “if

vou're fully vaccinated, you're protected. Bul f vou're unvaccinated, you're at risk of getling seriously il

~ 55

or spreading the disease o others.

ABC World News Tonight {6/17, story 4, 1:45, Muir, 5.78M) reporied Dr. Ashish Jha said of Dalta,
“This is the most contagious variant we have aeen throughout the entire pandemic, and  expect it o be
the dominant variant in the Liniled States, the dominant sowrce of infection probably some time late July
into sarly August, so i s definitely something 10 be concernsd about”

Sens. Menendez, Collins Propose Congressional COVID Commission.

The AP (8/17, Heeves, Kunzeiman) reporis Sens. Bob Menendez (-NB) and Susan Colling {(R-ME)
have filed a bill to creale 2 new congreasional commission {o investigale the US response to COVID.
The inguiry "could include a look at the grigins of the virus; early warnings and other communication
with forsign governments; coordination among federal, siate and local agencies; the avallability of
medical suppliss; lesiing and public health syrveillance; vaccination development and distribution; the
unevan effect on minorities; and government relisf policies.”

Fepublican Senalors Increasingly Critical Of Mask Mandates For Travelars,

Rolt Call (8/17, Wehrman, 130K) reports that Republican senalors “are exprassing mounting impalisncs
with the federal mask mandate for travelers, arguing that the lifiing of restrictions in most puldic places
should extend o airplanes, rall and fransil.” Transportation-HUD Appropriations Subcommiltee Ranking
Mermber Collins took the opportunity, and “asked Transporiation Secretary Pete Bulligieg why fravelsrs
on airplanes were requirad to wear masks while those gatherad in crowded alrport bars were not”
Buttigisg "said the mandate remaing in place because of some unique circurmstances, such as the fact
that planes feature 'a number of people from different places passing through the same small place, as
well as the presence of children on girplanes.”

MSU's Furr-Holden Discusses Vaccing Rollout, Opsration Warp Speed in The US.

The New York Times (6/17, Mervosh, Harmon, 20.6M) “asked more than a dozen public health experts,
sconomists and biogthicists to refiect on the vaccine rollout” in the United Slales. The Biden
Administration "has besn vocal in #is support for vacoines, bul has alse been unabie 1o overcome
hesitancy on the part of many Americans, including some who are skeptical of government authority,
and others who are suspicious of a medical eslablishment because of ifs record of racial inequity.”
Debra Furr-Holden, “associate dean for public health integration at Michigan State University, altributed
al ieast some of the resistance 1o communications faliures, slarting with the branding of Opsralion Warp
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Speed.” Furr-Holden said, "When people heard warp spesd,’ you know what they heard? Corner
cufting, skipped steps, missed staps, quick and dirty.” She "said the United Siates should have
faunched a mass lHeracy campaign on vaccings long before they were produced and made i far sasier
to get vaccinated once shots were available.”

US Business Owners Express Disappointment In 83BA’s Continuing Pandamic Performance.

The Wall Street Joumal (817, Omeokwe, Simon, Subscription Publication, 8.410M) reports that US
business owners are expressing increased frustration with the Small Business Administration, which
swelled it3 loan portiolio to $300 billion through the Trump Administration's COVID response plan. The
agency’s historic budget, and the resulling strain, has paralyzed the agency. Former SBA regional
adminisirator Bobert Scott sald of the agency's performance, “On the disasier side, we did a ferible
iob.” He added, “The existing sysiems in place, the existing iadership in place, just have not adjusisd
to what is necessary to meet the demand right now.”

Mational Educatlion Association Says 86 Percent Of Uinion Members Are Partially Vaccinated.

The Wall Street Journal (8/17, Koh, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reporiz thal the Nalional
Education Association announged on Thursday the resulls of s latest union survey, which found that
86 percent of s members are partially vaccinated. The new dafa is an incrgase of 37 percent from g
sirniiar survey last month, 2,890 meambers responded o the poll.

Maior Sports Leagues Attempt To Balance Heopening With SOVID Reguiaions.

The New York Times (6/17, Draper, 20.6M) reports that while sports officials “are projecting confidence
that the pandemic is in the rearview mirror,” the growing challenge of gthiete vacoing hesitancy is
undermining efforts o fully recpen. The pandemic challenges “reflact the broader challenges and
gusestions of ensuring widespread vaccination.”

Brooks: COVID Has Fundamentally Shifted Altitudes in The US.

David Brooks wiites in the New York Times (8/17, 20.60M) that while COVID "has disrupted daily
American life in a way few emergencies have before,” it "has also shaken things up and cleared the way
for an sconomic boom and social revival” Brooks writes that last year, 4.4 million new businesses
were started in 2020, by Tar a moderm record,” and "Americans socked away iriilions of dollars. .
reducing el debt burdens 16 lows not seen since 1980 and putling themselvas in a position o spend
lavishly as things cpen up.” He adds that the "biggest shifts. may be mental. People have been
reminded that life is shorl ... People are shifting thedr personal lives (o address common problams —
oneliness and koss of community. Nobody knows where this national journey of discovery will {ake us,
but the vovage has begun.”

WS US Should Follow The EU And Lift Tourist Restrictions,

FBI {22-cv-00149)-5412



The Wall Street Journal (6/17, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) argues that the US should reciprocale
the EUFs lalest announcement lifting traved restrictions on US travelers because the ongoing vaccination
campaign has succeedsd in providing mass partial vaccinations. The Journal calls on President Biden
to lift restrictions and support the US {ourism industry's recovery.

Senate Confirms Tien As Deputy DHS Secredary.

Law360 (6/17, Subscripiion Publication, 8i€) reporis the Senate on Thursday “easily confirmed John K.
Tien, a Citigroup Inc. managing director with decades of military and national security experiencs, as
depuly secrefary of the LLS, Department of Homeland Security.” Tien won confirmalion “on a bipartisan
60-34 votg.”

Close Friend Of Beau Biden Derving As White House Depuly Sialf Secretary.

Paolitico Flaybook {6/17, 8.75M) reports Michast Hochman "'t the typical candidate to be White Houss
deputy staff secrelary.” He “has spent the past several vears as 3 lawyer In private praclics in
Wilmington, Del.” But, he “was Beau Biden’s college roommale and fraternity brother at the University
of Pennsylvania, and he remained close 1o the president’s elder son until Beau died of cancer in 20157
In addition he was “a Biden bundler who raised at lsast 100,000 for Jos Bider’s 2020 campaign and
its allies.” Now, he “serves as one of the key intermediaries between Beauw's father, the president, and
the rest of the Biden administration.” Poliico says his “prasence in the Wesl Wing is demonstrative of
how Beau stil affects Joe's presidency” and i is “the latest example of the close-knit, hyper-loyal Biden
World — many of whom have been in the president’s orbit for decades.”

Democrals Consider 887 Reconciligtion Package, While Biparlisan Group Continuss Work On
infrastructure Proposal.

Politico {8/17, LeVine, Everell, 6.73M) ciles “two sources familiar with matter” who say that if bipartisan
irfrastructure talks fall, Senale Democrals are considering "spending as much as $6 iniflion on thelr own
infrastructure package.” Senate Majority Leader Schumer "has repeatadily insisted that infrastructure
talks are currently on bwo tracks: The first track is bipartisan, whils the second track will includs priorities
that have no change of getting GOP suppoert.” On Wednesday, Schumer met “with Democratic
members of the Budge! Committee 1o discuss stralegy, with no firm decision reached”

The New York Times (6/17, Cochrang, 20.6Mcites “our people familiar with the discussion” who
said the group “discussed taking unilateral aclion” on the package. They “discussed potentially
inciuding measwres 10 expand Medicare, including lowering the cligibility age to 60 and expanding
benefits for all beneliciaries 1o cover dertal, hearing and vision care, according 1o three of the people.”
Anead of the mesting, Senate Budget Chair Bernle Sanders said, “This is the moment that we have io
stari addressing issues that have been nagleciad for a vary long time.”

The Washington Post (6717, 10.52Msays advancing the package via reconciliation “couid aliow
Democrals o adopt some of thelr most ambitious and controversial spending and tax plans through the
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Senate using 51 votes, rather than the usual 607 But reconciliation “carries significant constrainis,
requiring lawmakers o demonstrale that their proposals have a clear budgstary effect. That may limit
the scope of what Democrats can seek.” Bloomberg (8/17, Dennis, Wasson, 3.57M) reports House
Budget Chairman John Yarmuth "said Thursday he is ‘open’ 10 2 $8 trillion plan and said Sanders had
told Him he was planning to try 1 orafl a larger economic package than Biden had proposed.”

I & separate story, Bloomberg (6/17, Dennis, 3.57M) says "if’s not clear vet whether Democrals
will be able hold together o pass a multi-trillion-dollar plan, especially it it adds to the deficil” House
Congressional Progressive Caucus leader Framila Jayvapal (-WA) “has called for 2 $6 trillion to $10
trillion package and weicomed the Senate expanding i ambitions for a budget bill, ... However
Democralic Senator Mark Warner of Virginia, a member of the Budget Committes, sounded a note of
skepticism about the plan, saying $8 trillion may be ‘the proverbial bridge too far.” The Hill (8/17,
HBolton, 5.68M) and Roll Call (5/17, Krawzak, Lesniswski, Wahrman, 130K) provides similar coverage of
the $6 trillion plan.

Meanwhile, Heuters (6/17) says Schumer met Thursday “with members of a bipartisan group of
senators struggling (o develop an infrastructure proposal that could make i through Congress while
achieving President Joe Biden's goals, Twenty-oneg of the 100 senatlors, including 11 Hepublicans, nine
Democrats and ong independent who caucuses with Democrals have joined on the bipartisan proposal,
building out 2 ramework that scurces sald wouid cost $1.2 trillion over sight years.”

The Wall Street Journal (8/17, Duehren, Peterson, Subscription Publication, 8.410M) describes
growing support for the bipartisan proposal, but the COBE bvening News (6/17, story 7, 155, 2.78M)
reportad, “lberal Demaocrais may not buy in” to the bipartisan package, and The Hill {§/17, Carmey, 5.69
M) says while the proposal s pioking up stearn, with 21 senalors backing their ramework as of
Weadnesday,” they will ‘need a sizable number of Republicans given that prograssives aren't yet on
board 1o help them get 1o the 80 votes needed {6 break a Damocralic fillbusker.” Sanders "has said he
wor't support the bipartisan plan and other Democrats, including Sens. Ed Markey (D-Mass.) and
Bichard Blumenthal (B-Conn.}, want a guarantee thal therg will be 50 votes for a Democratic-only plan
in exchange for supporting the smalier bipartisan bill.” NBC Nightly News (6/17, story 7, 3110, Bennett,
4.820M) raported the President "was briefed [Thursday] on” the bipartisan plan.

Poiiticn (8/17, Forgey, 8.730M) reports in an interview with MSNBC Thursday, Rep. Alexandnia
Ocasio-Cortez {D-NY) “wamed congressional Democrats. against backing a compromise infrastruciurs
biff that pricritizes bipartisan dealmaking over policy cutcomes for underserved communitiss, urging her
party 10 support 3 more ambitious proposal.” Ceasio-Cortez “said Democrats should not priorilize issues
of process and how' as they sesk a solufion.” Instead, she sald, they should ask, “Are we passing the
deal that helps working people the moest? Are we passing the deal that makes the most jobs? Are we
passing a deal that brings down the most climate emissions? Are we passing a deal thal raises wages
and actuaily improves our infrastructure for the next generation?”

Shelby: Bepublicans Can Accept Biden's 51 5T For Discrgtionary Spending if More Goes To Defense.

The Hill (8/17, Elis, 5.69M) reports Senate Republicans “say they are willing 1o accept President Bider's
$1.5 million price tag for discretionary spending provided that more of those funds are allocated toward
defense spending.” Sen. Bichard Shetby (R-AL), the top Republican on the Senate Appropriations
Commities, said, “My goal is o gel more money for defenss. We Hve in a tough world, ... The
attocations will shift around, but at the end of the day, there's going o be a struggle for national
securily.” Azked i the negotialion was limiied to the aliccation, rather than atlempling 1o Lring down the
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$1.5 tillion overali spending figure,” Shelby said, “ think that's fair.”

Biden Signs Legisiation Making Juneteenth A Federal Holiday.

President Biden signed legislation Thursday making Jung 1%, or “lunstesenth” a federal holiday
commemorating the end of slavery, “saying he belisves it will go down as one of the greatest honors he
has as president,” the AP (8/17, Freking} reports. The signing came a day after the House voted 415-14
to send the measure 1o the President’s desk, The Senals had passed the bill a day earlier. Biden, who
“signed the legistation surrounded by meambers of the Congressional Black Caucus as well as the lead
sponsors of the legislation in the Senate, Sens. Edward Markey, D-Mass., and John Cormnyn, B-Texas,”
highlighted “the overwhelming support for the Gill from lawmnakers in both parties.” He said, * hops this
is the beginning of a change in the way we deal with gne another.” Roll Call {(6/17, Saksa, 130K} says
that along with “the bill's cosponaors and members of the Congressional Black Caucus, Biden invited
Cpal Lee 1o join him for the signing, giving her the first of the many ceremonial pens. Biden called Lee
‘s daughter of Texas, grandmother of the movement o maks Junslesnih g holiday,” and cradited the
Q4-year-cid's organizing efforiz.”

Politico {6/17, Nisdzwiadsk, 8.73M} reports, Biden said, “This is a day of profound waight and
profound power. ... A day in which we'll remember the moral stain, the terrible tolf that slavery took on
the country and continues 1o take; whal Pve iong called America’s original sin. Al the same lime, | also
remember the extraordinary capacity 1o heal and to hope and o emerge rom these painful momsnis
and a bitter, bifter version of cursslves io make a better version of owr selves.” Biden said he hopes “all
Americans can feel the power of this day and learm from our history and ceiebrate progress and grapples
with the distance we've come, but the distance we have ¢ travel, inn)”

The Washington Post (8717, 10.52M) says Vice Prasident Harris “also signed the Junsteenth
National Indspendence Day Act, a procedural step she carried out in her capacily as Senale prasident.”
Haris said, “Throughout history, Junstsenth has been Known by many names: Jubliee Day, Freedom
Day, Liberation Day, Emancipation Day, and today, a national holiday.” On its websilts, CNBC {8/17,
Breuninger, 7.34M) reporis that Marris said, "We have come far, and we have far o go. But today iz a
day of celebration.”

The New York Times (6/17, Broadwater, 20.6M) says the law takes effect “immediately, making
Friday the first federal Juneteenth holiday in Amgrican history. The federal Office of Personnel
Management announcsed on Thursday that most federal employses would ohserve it on Friday, since
June 19 falls on a Saturday this yvear.” Bul, Bloomberg (8/17, Dackar, Natter, Shields, 3.57M) reports,
“Across the federal government, agencies strugaled o determing who would and wouldn’l be working
on Friday.” Reuters (8/173, The Hill (6/17, Johnson, Gangitanoe, 5.680Mand the Wall Street Journal
{6/17, Lucay, Wise, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) provide similar coverage, as did NBC Nightly
News (8/17, story 8, 2:20, Diaz-Balart, 4.82M), the CBS bvening News {6/17, story 8, 2:05, O'Donnsl,
3.790Y and ABC Waorld News Tonight (6/17, story 8, 2:20, Muir, 2. 78M)Thursday svening.

Black Americans Celebrate But Bay Policy Changes Are Needed, In a separate story, the AF
(817, Superville, Freking) says Black Americans "rejoiced” afler the signing, “but some said thal, whiie
they appreciated the recognition at a ime of racial reckoning in America, more is needed fo changs
policies that disadvariags too many of their brethren.” Eugene Robinson makes g similar argument in
hils Washingion Post (6/17, 10.520M) column. Robinson calls making Junsieenih a national holiday a
*hollow” victory when the Republican Party s now moving heaven and earth fo keep African Americans
from voling.” Voling 1o add the day io the holiday calendar aliows Republicans "o portray themselves
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as opponents of racial oppression, which they prafer i leave in the past — rather than as contemporary
racism’s enthusiastic enablers.” Robinson says if Republicans are sincere “about the importance of
Juneteenth, let's see them sign on 10 the voting-rights legisliation thal passed the House and now is
being considerad in the Senate”

MoConnall Indicates No Senate Republicans Will Back Manchin’s Compromise Elections Bill.

Politico (6/17, Everetl, 8.73M) reports while Senale Republicans “spent months praising [Sen.} Joe
Manchin [B-WV] for his insistence on cross-party comprontise,” next week “they will almost surely end
his hopes for g bipartisan deal on elections.” Senate Minority Leader McConnell “said he believed all 50
Republicans would oppose” Manchin's “slimmed-down slections compromise, which focusas on
expanding early voting and ending partisan gerrymandering in federal elections.” The Hill (817, Camaey,
5.680) says MoConnell lold reporiers, " would maks this observation about the revised version...all
Republicans | think will oppose that as well it that were 10 be what surfaced on the floor”

The Washington Post (5/17, 10.520M) says MeConnell "gathersd a dozen Republican senators (o
stand with him in front of reporters as he lambasted the Demaocratlic voting-right efforts, a show of force
that reflected his own long-standing distasie for isgisiation that puls federa! fetlers on campaigns and
glactions, as wall as he depth of sunport he has within his caucus for his hard-line approach.”

The New York Times {(8/17, Hulse, 20.6M) reporis that Democrats and progressive activists
“quickly embraced” Manchin's plan. While “thelr decision o do so did nothing to improve the chances
that the legislation could get through the Senate,” it “reflected ancther significant goal for Democrats:
uniting the parly around what it has billed as its highest priority and showing thal, were it not for
Republican opposition and the filibusier, the eleclions overhaul would become law.” Reulers (8/17) says
“several Demoocrals expressed optimism” over Manchin's plan. Sen. Raphas! Warmock (3-GA) "said
Manchin's idegs wearg ‘vary significant’ because they could unite the 48 Senaie Democrats and two
independesnts, boosting chances for passing a bill.”

Ezrg Klein writes in the New York Times (8/17, 20.6M) the gquestion Manchin "{aces isr't whether
there’s a voling rights bill he can support. s whether he's willing to force Hepublicans o accept it As
the hinge vote, Manchin could offer both sides a choice: 3 bipartisan bill designed by Manchin (and
whatever allies he chooses) or the outcomes on voting rights they f2ar most — for Democrals, that would
be nothing, and for Fepublicans, that would be everything”

Henry Olsen writes in the Washington Post (6/17, 10.52M) that Manchin's compromise is "pverall &
good proposal. And i reguires only twio slight changes 1o merit Republican support.” Olsen argues the
proposal’s "automatic voter registration requirement shouid include a provision that ensures only
citizens can be registered,” and “the voter-1D component should alse require a person who relies on an
alternative identification measure that doss not contain a picturs 1D o submit 1o having their photo
taken upon voting.”

Abrams Backs Manchin's Compromise Proposal. Axios (6/17, Gonzalez, 1.26M) reports that
former Georgla gubemalonal candidaie Slacey Abrams “said on CNN Thursday that she could
‘abaciuiely’ support the policy demands that.. Manchin has outlined for a compromise on voting reform,
including voter D7 Abrams said, "What Sen. Manchin is pulling forward are some basic building blocks
we nesd 1o ensure thal democracy is accesaible no matier your geography. ... Thoss provisions thal he
is sefting forth are strong ones that will create a level plaving Held, will create standards that do not vary
from state o siale and, | think, will ensure thal every American has improved access o the right to vole
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