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SNATFLIY Wanve Aot Frrarag 8y Incantivas,  Politico {(6/19,

: RN §
Goldberg, Doberty, 6.73M) reports that as : tai’eq seek to Muice Covid-19 vaccination rates through
milion-dollar lottaries,” tim,y have only “made some small gains without Qhewmg evidence of any
comparable surge, 8 POLITICO analysis of federal and state data shows.” According to Irwin
Redlener, Director of the Pandemic Rescurce and Response Initiative at Columbia University,
CPeople aren't buying it The incertives don't seem to be working ~ whether it's a doughnut, a car
ror a miflion dollars.” Rather, Politico says teenagers “have buoyed the numbers, with 12- to 15-
Cyear-glds taking 25 percant of the country’s shots since they became eligible last month, despite
fmaking up only 7 percent of the population, federal and state data show.” The Washington Post ‘
(6/19, 10.52M) reports on the “surge” in teen vaccinations in the Washington, DC region, where "in
Hiust over a month, up to 57 percent of adolescents in this youngest-yet bracket have received at
east one dose

MNasny f\\ss\ Ragpangdars I Cafifornia Qre Wmwe ate The Los Angeles Times (6719,
‘Welsh, 3 B?M) reports that NE’H?”’ f!f'at responders ® ga praor:’w access” to vaccines in California, as
‘well as an “array of incentives, vacdnation rates for police, fire and corrections agencies across
LA, and California have lagged well behind the state’s gverage for adult residents, according to @
ssurvey of agendes conducted by The Times,” which revealed that although “about 72% of aduit
FCalifornians and 84% of Los Angeles residents 16 and older have received at least one vaccine
dOSP Qniy abcut 51% m city ?ir“?ightﬂm and 52% of LARPD ofﬂcwm are at ieasf partiaiiv

.

wcrkers shauie:i be alowed 1o make mﬁependent dec;sssns ab@ut thesr heaﬁth," but they " sasd the
frefuctance to get vacdinated is a matter of public concern because they work in close spaces, such
Fas jails and courthouses, and interact with some of the most vulnerable populations.”

Biden To Promote Vaccinations In North Carolina On Thursday.
Bloomberg (6/20, Litvan, 2.57M) reports President Biden on Thursday will travel to Raleigh, North

' Carolina to “encourage more Americans to get vacoinated against the virus that causes Covid-19.7
Lin o statement, the White House sald the President “will use the visit to the state’s capital to
Chighlight the ease of getting vaccinated, encourage vaccinations, and mobilize grassroots vaccing
‘education and outreach efforts.’” Bloomberyg states that the trip “comes 10 days before July 4,
 Biden's stated target date to see al least 70% of adull Americans at least partially vaccinated - 3

s goal that risks slipping out of reach. %o far, slightly more than 65% of adults in the U.S. have had
Fat least one dose, according to the Centers for Disease Controt and Prevention, despite g vaccine
ssupply that has become plentiful across the nation.”
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: Natas {ag. The :
§Wa«hmqtan PO‘“'E {6/20, Whalen, 10.52M) reports former FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieh on GRS
Face The Nation  {6/20, 2.44M) warned “the transmission of the more contagious delta variant in
‘the United States could spur a fall surge in coronavirus infections if anly 75 percent of the country’s
‘eligible population is vaccinated.” The Post adds that while Gottlleb "cited one projection
forecasting an increase in infections reaching a3 high as 20 percent of last winter's pealk, he called
‘that an "aggressive estimate,” saying he doesn’t “think it be quite that dire.” But he said states
Lwith low vaccination rates aiready are showing @ concerning rise in cases with the spreading of
‘delta, which is up to 60 percent more contagious than earlier variants.”
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Fauci Argues Critics Of His COVID Response Are Attacking Science.

FAxios {6/20, Allen, 1.26M) reports that NIAID Director Faud, who has become “a top punching bag
Hor the right,” in an interview with the New York Times "Sway” podeast that will be published :
Monday is “defending himself with a sharp new edge, arquing that an attack on him is an attack on |
' science.” Fauct is guoted as saving, “It is essential as @ scientist that you evolve your opinion and
your recommendations based on the data as it evolves.” He continued, "‘That’ the reason why 1
‘say people who then criticize me about that are actually criticizing science.” He added that his
Feritics Tgiving the ad hominems are saying, ‘Ah, Faucl misied us, First he said no masks, then he
' said masks,” However, Fauri continued, "That's the way stuence Warkq You work with the data
you have at the time.” T} {6/20, Choi, 5.609M) describes Faud as “a target for many right-
FBI (22-cv- E}QHQ) 5512




wing lawmakers, particularly” Sen. Rand Paul (R-KY), "who has repeatediy attacked him during
Cmuitiple Senate hearings,” and "controversial” Rep, Marjorie Tavior Greene (R-GA).

- 5 2 8

Sunday Morning Fulimes (6/20), Sen. Ron Johnson (R-W1) and Plerre Kory, the Chief Madica!
 Officer of the FLCCC Alliance, criticized Faud and alleged that social media companies censored
‘posts about the pandemic. Johnson said, “Dr. Faud happened. Media arrogance. Social media.
CCensorship happened.” He oriticized YouTube over its dedision to pull a video showing Kory's
testhmony about NIH guidelines, Johnson added that “Dr. Faudi, people in the heaith agendies, the
media, the social media, they will never admit they were wrong because if they do, they're going
‘to have to admit that literally hundreds of thousands of people didn't have to lose their lives but :
for their censorship, their arrogance and Dr. Faucd’s mismanagement.” Meanwhile, the Washington
Post (6720, 10.52M) reports Johnson, who had initially objected to the vote to designate 5
Dluneteenth as a federal holiday, "was booed at Milwaukees Juneteenth celebration on Saturday,
Fwith some members of the crowd yelling at the Wisconsin Republican: "We don’t want you here,”

Delta COVID Variant Detected In Nearly Every US State.

- On ABC World News Tonight {6/20, story 4, 2:35, Davis, 4,13M), Trevor Ault reported the Delta
(COVID variant has now been "detected in nearly every state, and frontline hospital workers :
' growing concern for people who still aren’t vaccinated.” On the CBS Weekend News  (8/20, story
L4, 2:00, Duncan, 3.59M), Lilla Luciano reported Sunday “marks 500 days since 57-year-old Patricia
Dowd died of COVID in San Jose, California. She was the first identified COVID victim in the nation |
‘of more than 601,000 ives tost.” She added the Delta variant is “accelerating in the Midwest and
s accounting for nearly a fourth of new infections in lowa, Kansas, Missouri and Nebraska.”
: A Washington Post (6/18, 10.52M) editorial ontends that “at more than 600,000 deaths,” the
‘pandemic s one of the gravest mass casuaity events of the past century, and the actual toll s :
likely higher.” The Post adds, "The scber truth is that the pandemic has not ended gither here or
‘abroad. Mor s iF going 1o come 1o an abrupt end.” The Post concludes Americans should “go shead
‘and teast the reopening, never forgetting those who have heen lost, But don't lose sight of the :
forever virus ~ because it will not lose sight of us.”

Many Undocumented Immigrants Resort To Using Unproven Drugs As COVID
. Treatments.

The New York Times {6/20, Maxmen, 20.6M) says that while "health and consumer protection
‘agencies have repeatedly warned that several [purported COVIDT treatments, as well as vitamin
Linfusions and expensive injections of ‘peptide therapies’ soid at alternative wellness dinics for
‘more than $1,000, are not supported by reliable scientific evidence,” these “unproven remadies,
‘often promoted by doctors and companies on sodal media, have appealed to many people in low-
Hincome immigrant communities in places across the country where Covid-19 rates have been high
but access to health care is low.” Per the Times, "Some turn to unreguiated drugs because :
mainstream medicine is too expensive or is inaccessible because of language or cultural barriers,”

Biden Announces Nominees To DOJ, HHS, USDA Positions.

| Politico (6/18, Gerstein, 6.73M) reports President Biden “announced a slate of five high-tevel :
‘nominees Friday, including for & Justice Department slot that oversees vetting of judicial nomineas
‘and for the top internal watchdog position at the Department of Health and Human Services.” The
President “picked North Caroling attorney Hampton Deliinger, 54, to lead Justice’s Office of Legal

Policy ~ a unit that works with the White House to research and recruit potential judicial §
‘neminees.” Meanwhile, Biden “aiso announced plans to promote the acting HHS inspector general,
FChrist] Grimim, to serve as the permanent [G for the sprawling health bureaucracy.”
: The AP {6/18) reports ex-Rep, Xochit! Torres Smalt (D-NM)Y “has been nominated by President
| Joe Biden to serve as the under secretary for rural development at the U.S. Department of :
Agricutture.” The AP adds, "Members of New Mexico's congressionai delegation announced Torres

Small’s nomination on Friday.”
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HUD Was Understaffed When Biden Took Office.

The New York Times (6/18, Thrush, 20.6M] reports that when President Biden took office, “in some
‘divisions” of Housing and Urban Development “as many as 25 to 30 percent of jobs were unfilled or
occupted by interim employees.” According to the Times, "The losses were concentrated among ‘
the ranks of highest-skilled managers and policy experts, many of whom had been overruled,
sidelined, exiled and eventually driven away under Fresident Donald 1. Trump and his appointees.”
' The Times adds, “Roughly 10 percent of the agency’s work force left during Mr. Trump's first years |
Hin office, according to agency estimates. But that came on top of a decade-long dedline resulting ‘
fromm attrition, poor recruitment and budget deals cut by the Obama administration with a
Republican-led Congress at the time that prevented the agency from replacing departing
Lemployees.”

%WPost Report: Children Of Biden Aides In “"Coveted” Administration Posts.

' The Washington Post {(6/18, 10.52M) reports that "at least five children of {President Biden's] top

' aides have secured coveted jobs in the new administration. They inciude two sons and a daughter
Fof the White House counselor, the daughter of a deputy White House chief of staff and the
daughter of the director of presidential persennel. © According to the Post, “The pattern - which
continuad this week with the Treasury Department’s arnouncement that it was hiring 1.3, Ricchetti,
'son of Biden counselor Steve Ricchetti - has drawn concarns from ethics experts, diversity
‘advocates and others.” The Post adds, “Beyond children, other relatives of top Biden aldes also
have secured high-level administration jobs or nominations. They include the wife of White House
Chief of Staff Ron Kiain and the sister of White House press secretary Jen Psaki”

NYTimes Profiles 32-Year-Old Member Of Treasury Team Created To Reduce Tax Gap.

FA New York Tamea {6/18, Rappeport, 20.6M) analysis says, “shrinking the $7 trillion so-cailled tax
‘gap” is assuming “new urgency as the Biden administration looks to win bipartisan support for its
Hinfrastructure proposal.” Treasury Secretary Yellen "has created a team o tackie the issue and
staffed” the Tressury Department “with economists and others who have spent vears studying how
the government can hunt down money that it is owed but falls to coliect.” One of the group’s 5
- members is Natasha Sarin, “a 32-year-old Harvard-trained economist who has written extensively |
‘on closing the gap.” While Sarin’s appointment was perceived by many as being evidence of “how
Himportant tax code compliance is to the administration,” it has additionally brought up "guestions

L about the progressiveness of Mr. Biden's agenda given her previous writings and her ties to
HLawrence H. Summers, who has become a vocal critic of the president’s spending plans, warning
they would fuel rapid inflation that could get cut of control.”

Republican Lawmakers Press Biden To Remove Harris From Migration Role.

| Fox News (6/1B, Shaw, 23.99M) reports on its website that 56 House Republicans called on :
President Biden to remove Vice President Harris “from her role dealing with the migrant crisis that
has overwhelmed the southern border in racant months - accusing her of "inaction” on the crisis :
‘due to her failure to visit the border.” Fox News adds that although the Vice President “recently
 visited both Guatemala and Mexico as part of her responsibilities, meeting with leaders and
announcing @ number of investments in both countries to tackle those root causes ~ while urging
Cmigrants not to come to the border,” and the White House has “sought to clarify that Harris is not
Hin charge of the border per se and is instead focused on diplomatic talks,” Republicans want her to
Lvisit the border 5o she can “truly understand the crisis that saw more than 180,000 migrant
§ancounfem in May ”
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Seegdar. Ina more than 2, 700-word analysis, the Wall Street Joumdi (6718, AL, de Cgrdgbd
Pérez, Rivera, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) looks at some of the reasons that analysts say

Pnigrants are willing to separate from thelr children in attempting to cross the southern border of
the US,

Ning JSaps KRemfttances Are XNoy Sactor In NWigration.  Washington Post {(6/18, 16.52M;
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Fcolumnist Colbert King argues discussions of ilegal immigration rarely include the subject of :
remittances, “especially in the mainstream media and among the commentarial., But they shouid.”
King adds, “By any measure, remittances have more transformative economic power in B ‘
: Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala than ali LL%. aid contributions o those countries combined.”
‘He concludes that the Administration “may steadfastly focus on getting at the region's 'root causes’
with more dollars, public Jawboning about corruption, and pleas to turn away from wicked ways of
‘the past and toward "good governance” policies,” but if Biden and Harris “helleve thelr message is
going to cause the Northern Triangle trio to do anything to disrupt the billions in workers'’
remittances fiowing from here to thera,” they are kidding themselves,

%Americans Celebrate First Juneteenth As A Federal Holiday.

The Washington Post (6/18, 10.52M) reports Americans on Friday "celebrated the federal §
government’s decision this week to enshrine June 19 as a holiday marking the liberation of the last
ensiaved people in Texas (since that date fell on a Saturday this vear, the federal day off was on
Friday),” and “to commemorate Juneteenth, Washingtonians joined tourists at public monuments
‘and museums to reflect on the country’s painful history of siavery and its present-day :
repercussions.” However, the Post adds that for “some” Americans, “feelings of joy and ralief were
tinged with anxiety over a push in parts of the country o raestrict voting access and curtall how and
éwhen racisrn is taught in schools. " The C85 Evening News (6718, story 10, 0119, Dokoupi, :
| 3.56M) provided similar coverage in a brief broadoast,
: Tn addition, ABC World News Tonight  (6/18, story 15, 1:52, Johnson, 4.82M) profiled 94- ;
year-old Opal Lee, whose "home was set on fire by white rioters on Juneteenth, 193%” and who as
the grandmoether of Juneteenth” has been “fighting for decades for this recognition.” ABC said ‘
‘when President Biden “signed Junsteenth into law, Opal Lee was right there. Kamala Harris, the
Hirst Black Vice President, holding her hand. The Praesident inviting her to the White House,
kneeling before her.” Biden: “She's madea it her mission 1o see that this day came, to make this
fday possible.”
In & guest essay for the New York Times (6/18, 20.6M)}, Kate Masur, a history professor at
Northwestern University, contends Junetesnth “should serve not only to remind us of the joy and
retief that accompanied the end of slavery, but also of the unfinished work of confronting slavery's
Hegacy.” According to Masur, “Americans need to understand that the original Constitution, which
protected slavery while providing few federal safeguards for individual rights, did not create a path
toward abolition or racial equslity. To the contrary, before and after Juneteenth, it was Black :
people and their white aliles who fought to eradicate the racist legacies of slavery and who
‘demanded that the federal government take action to protect the rights of all.”
: Im her Washington Post {6718, 10.52M) column, Michele Norris says that while Tz flood of
luneteenth trinkets, tochotchkes, doodads and gewgaws” will soon appear on store shelves, Met’'s
remember this: The enslaved people at the core of this new holiday were merchandise themsalves |
‘before stavery finally came to an end.” She adds the new holiday “will mark the end of an :
‘abomination extendad by deliberate and diabolical obfuscation.” However, Norris warns as
luneteenth "hecomes a holiday that offers another excuse for parties, parades and prodigious
‘capitalism, T am betting that & lot of Americans will fail to see that rony.” Norris also says
““perhaps the biggest” irony is that Juneteenth has become 2 holiday “at the very moment” that
conservatives are seeking to stop teachers from explaining “why cur country is commemorating
‘emancipation.”
: Meanwhile, Washington Post {6718, 10.53M) columnist Ishaan Tharoor asserts the “rony” of
the Juneteenth designation as a federal holiday “is that, far from charting a radical path, the
United States is late to the party. 1t sits in a hemnisphere where many countries already place the
- memory of slave resistance and emancipation at the heart of thelr national stories.” Tharcor labels |
‘the Juneteenth celebrations as comparable to “celebrations of Black liberation from the Caribbean,
fwhere the moment of emancipation is more closely tethered to histories of independence and :
freadom from Burope’s colonial empires.”
In a quest essay for the New York Times (6/18, 20.6M), Kevin Younyg, the Andrew W, Mellon
director of the National Museum of African American History and Culture, says that what
FBI (22-cv-00149)-5515




luneteenth "and other Emancipation days commermorate is both the promise of freedom and its
delay.” According 1o Young, "It is a holiday ringed, ke a good brisket, though not in smoke but
Hromy, Oub of such ironies Black people have made the blues, made lemonade, made good. The
Hesson of Juneteenth is both of celebration and expectation, of freedom deferred but still sought
sand of the freaﬁdam* to come.”
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The AP {6718, Pettus Solis) repgrts the city of Naitchez, Mississippt on Friday dondt d nearly
Lacres of "one of the largest slave markets in the United States” to the Nationa! Park Service, which
Cwill develop exhibits that tell the history of Forks of the Road, where Black peopie were soid to
‘work in slavery in Scuthern plantations from 1833 to 1863.” Lance Hatten, Deputy Regional

| Director for the National Park Service, said, “As we commemorate the celebration of liberty,
luneteenth, and we gather to remember the system of enstavement and the oppression the
proceeded this freedom, we acknowledge the tragic story of what happenad here at Forks of the
Read and within the city of Natchez.” Hatten added, "We look forward to the day when people
from all over the world wilt come to learn about the hard truths of Forks of the Road.” Hatten
continued, "When that truth is told and heard, the journey to healing and unity begins.”
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House Democrats Remain In Talks With Trump To Resolve Dispute On Deutsche Bank
;Subpoenas.

§taii<s |18 resaive disputes concerning congressional subpoenas of the former U. S, president’s
finandal records from Deutsche Bank AG, their lawyers said on Friday.” According to Reuters,
CDeutsche Bank, long Trump main bank, has taken no position on the subpoenas and said it
swould comply with the law.

NYTimes Analysis: Liberal Supreme Court Justices Having Better Run Despite
Conservative Majority.

A New York Times (8/18, AL, Liptak, 20.6M} analysis says, “The arrival of Justice Amy Coney
Barrett in October seemed to create a &-to-3 conservative juggernaut that would transform the
FSupreme Cowrt, ™ However, the Times argues that “judging by the 39 signed decisions in argued
cases so far this term, including two maijor rulings on Thursday, the rsgh‘i’ side of the court is badly
fractured and its liberal members are having a surprisingly good run.” This “may change, as the

- court has vet to issue the term’s last 15 decisions.”

R Y

5 ey FTCOTUS Sroves Commiitmant To Sieed Qovandmant o Sefton Quiing, Henry
FOlsen writes in h!s Washington Post {6718, 10.52M) colummn, ™ \'iarw conservatives fear that woke
progressivism’s march through America’s institutions will inevitably curtall religious liberty,” but
C“Thursday's unanimous Supreme Court decision in” Fulten v, City of Philadelphia, Pennsybvania
Cregarding Catholic Social Services shows that the court remains committed to the First
CAmendment - for now.” Clsen concludes that "one can hope that future decisions on similar cases
will show the court will continue its historic role as the one institution inalterably devoted to the

- protection of imjzwduai frwﬁdc}m
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5 28 ) STon W ORy OF Shiadeiohfe.  Hugh Hewitt in his
§Washmqt@n Post (h;iS 10 SEME column hsghiaghts “the Supreme Courl's unanimous holding
‘Thursday in Fulton v, City of Philadeiphia,” specifically pointing to Chief Justice John Roberts :
- majority opinion. Hewitt adds this "case generated a total of four opinions that are, whenread as a
whole, a full-throated win for the free exercise clause of the First Amendment. And that victory is
‘wrapped in a3 more general win, both for the idea of judicial restraint and a much-needed cease-
fire in the long- runnmg battie between mam/ religious denominations and LGBTQ activists.”

Parfer? "Just Q50T Srarrdad ™ Fnfiapoy WIth SCOTUS Rufing I Fufton. Inher
§"xiash;mton Post {6/ 1&5 10.52M) colummin, Kathlesn Parker writes the Supreme Court’s unanimous
Crating I Fulton would seem like “a win for everyone” hecause Catholic Social Services “can go
back to helping children find foster homes and will not (for now) be forced to abridge its religious
beliefs or abandon the herpic work they've done for decades,” while “same-sex couples can

' continue to foster children through 29 other Philadelphia agendies that have no religiocus
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restrictions. " However, Parker adds, 3u&>t about everybﬁdy" is Lmhdppy wath bhe ruling.

Qodnfons I AN, Shfaded ox.  Ruth Marcus writes
in her Washington Past {6718, 10.52M) column both the Fulton « t.a{se and ’Ch\-‘ Affordabie Care Act
‘case before the Supreme Court “were decdided on narrow grounds and with solid majorities.”
‘Marcus adds, "At @ moment when the court’s conservative majority has been boistered, this
reticence - this judiclousness - is @ welcome development,” specifically touting opinions by Justice
CAmy Coney Barrett on both cases.

Marcws Aoofras arvess N

§u
\ ~ \‘\\\
AFCUEE (PSS Sarrait’s LISENEN

&

o e \\g\\\ Dedate NS Rad

; ahate C afigioas Sraedony, Qdsorfnn $ Q USippeny Slopa ¥
David Yon Drehle writes in his Washington Post (6/ g, 1%3 52M3 column, "The 2015 Supreme Court
' decision extending the right to marry to same-sex aciuit couples wntamed a ticking time bomb”
regarding religicus freadom. Von Direhle points to the Fulton case and the case of the Colorado
baker who refused to “do wedding cakes to celebrate same-sex unions,” and argues the debate

Laver “religious freedom v, discrimination” is "a slippary slope.”
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§WPost Analyses: Biden Facing Crucial Months For Advancing Agenda.

‘A Washington Post {6/19, Balz, 10.52M) analysis says President Biden has “returned to Waﬁ*hingtcn
from his Furopean trip, facing what could be the defining weeks of his first year in office,” with :
Sthres mdjor issues...on the agends in the weeks ghead: the pandemic, infrastructure and voting
rights.” The Post asserts the results “will revesl more about the prasident’s leadership skills, the
‘nation’s seemingly intractable political divisions and whether bipartisanship is possible or even

L advisable.”

: Meanwhile, ancther Washington Post {(6/19, 10.52M) analysis says Democratic leaders Tare
refuctant to say it out loud, but croumstances are about to dictate that they blow up the Eeaisidtave
foalendar to build more thime iy Washington if they want o approve.. Biden's ambitious agenda.”

The Post highlights that the Senate will only be “vobing about 16 days” from late July through
Labor Day, while “frorm July 2 through Sept. 19, the House is only in session for nine days,” even
though their iooming legislative agenda “inciudes expectations of approving a 4 triflion
compiiation of infrastructure and social welfare programs, possibly broken into a complicated two-
Htrack system; funding federal agencies before a Sept. 30 deadline to avoid a government
shutdown; extending the Treasury's borrowing authority by late summer or early fall to avert a

- defaull on the federal debt; and potentially other major actions such as a Supreme Court vacancy
Hif one of the justices announces a retirement.”

Republicans Increasing Power Over State Elections Amid Voter Apathy.

The New York Times (8/19, A1, Cerasaniti, Epstein, 20.6M) reports Democrats of color are being
removed from county elaction boards in “some of the earliest casualties as Republican-led
Hegislatures mount an expansive takeover of election administration in a raft of new voting bills
‘this year.” The Times adds Republican lawmakers “have also stripped seoretaries of state of their
power, asserted more control over state election boards, made it easier to overturn election
results, and pursued several partisan audits and inspections of 2020 results.”

; Howevar, the AR (6/19, Riccardh) reports that "many voters” are “disconnacted from the
fight” over “the practical aspects of how to run elections ~ clashing over details such as polling

' booth hours and the number of baliot drop boxes per county.” The AP adds, “A passionate base of
voters and activists on both sides may be intensely dialed in on the issue, but a disengaged middle
His baffled at the attention.” According to the AP, “That disconnect is now the chalienge before :
Democrats, who are trying to marshal public support for federal legistation that would thwart a
‘series of new state laws tightening election procedures.” The AP says Democrals are seeking o

L use “rallies, ads, White House events and a certain-to-fail vote in the Senate this coming week.. tcs
Hfire up thelr voters around the issue, hoping thelr passions hold through next year's midterms.”

A Washington Post {6719, 10.52M) analysis examining the status of efforts to pass voling
frights tegisiation through Congress concludes that “the reality of Democrats’ sl Senate maijority
[is] they just don't have the votes o get much done on their own.”

Portman, Graham Defend Bipartisan Infrastructure Compromise As Sanders Has
FBI (22-cv- E}QHQ) 5517



' Reservations.

The Hiil {6/20, Thol, 3.69M) reports Sen. Rob Portman (R-0OH) on NBC s Meet The Press {6720,

| 2.84M) "said that the Republicans who helped craft the bipartisan infrastructure proposal unveiled
‘earfier this month are stili *absolutely committed’ to it despite pushback from both sides of the
Laisle.” The Wall Street Journal {6/20, Hayashi, Duehren, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports
Portman suggested that the bipartisan deal could exclude plans to raise gas taxes because of the

s Administration’s opposition, though he said officials “will need to come forward with some other
Hideas without raising taxes.”

In addition, Bloomberg (6/20, Litvan, 3.57M) reports Sen. Lindsey Graham {(R-5C) on Fox :
News Sunda{ (6/20, 836K) “said a 3579 hillion bipartisan accord on infrastructure is on the table”
‘and “challenged President e Biden to decide whether he wants to pursue it,” but Politico (6/20,
Carrasco, £.73M) reports that he Ssaid it could be jeopardized if Democrats signal that they intend
to follow it up with thelr own second infrastructure package via reconcilistion.” The Hill (8/20,
akil, 5.69M) reports Graham “made it clear that he wants @ package to pass the Senate through
nermal channels with g bipartisan deal.” ‘

: In & joint interview on CNN's State Of The Unien {(6/20, 514K}, Reps, Brian Fitzpatrick (R~

' PAY and Josh Gotthelmer (D-NJ) aiso discussed infrastructure. Gottheimer said, “The Problem
Solvers Caucus, which are 29 Democrats and 29 Republicans, put out our framework called :
Buiiding Bridges, IUs $1.25 trillion over eight vears, And it’s focused on roads, bridges, rails, water
Hinfrastructure, resiliency, items like electric vehicles and carbon capture, so many things that are,
1 believe, really in Hne with friends in my party” Fitzpatrick said, "The House approach, our
bipartisan caucus, in phase one identified the definition. ... Second was the scope. We came to
F£1.25 tritlion over eight years. And then third are the pay-fors. ... You now have 21 senators,
bipartisan. And we have addressed the pay-fors. And we have done it without any tax increases.
... Nobody will be totally in love with the plan, but everybhody will be OK with it. And that's the
‘whole point of our caucus. That's what our country wants us to do.”

However, Politico (6/20, Carrasco, 6.73M) reports Senate Budget Chalr Bernie Sanders on :
NBC's Meet The Press {6/20, 2.84M) “sald he wouldn't support the bipartisan infrastructure bill if
it included measures such as raising the gas tax or a fee on electric vehides.” Axlos (8/20, Saric,
L 1.26M) states that Sanders’ remarks “threw cold water on some of the funding avenues” for the
b, although Rewters (6/20, Cornwell) savs Sanders “was unclear ahout whether he could support
‘the bipartisan plan if those were removed,”

{8720, 514K) “said...he and Prasident Biden are focused on working families amid infrastructure
package negotiations.” Sanders alse "said he belleves lawmakers are becoming ‘bogged down in
‘numbers’ and that i is more Important for them to look at the ‘needs of the American people, 5
Cwhat’s going on right now, ™ He cortinued, “All that the president is doing, all I am doing, is taking
‘& look at reality for working families. Understand their neads have been ignorad for decades, Now
Hit is time to create good-paying iobs, millions of gond-paying jobs, addressing health care, :
housing, infrastructure.”

: The New York Times (6/20, Weisman, 20.6M) reports a bipartisan infrastructure deal "is :
receiving @ hostile reception from many Democrats who favor a package five times as large, o be
paid for in part with at least 32.5 trillion in new taxes. It is not just @ much larger economic :
package they want; they alse see a rare opportunity o harness the political popularity of
Hinfrastructure spending to achieve thelr long-held policy goal of raising taxes on the rich.” The
‘Times adds that for Sen. Ron Wyden (D-0OR), Rep. Alexandria Qcasio-Cortez {D-NY}, and other
Hiberals, “the tax side of the ledger is not a mere accounting exercise to pay for spending, but &
oritical policymaking tool unto itself.”

: Matt Bal writes in the Washington Past {6/20, 10.52M) that while some Demoorats complain
that Biden “is too willing to compromise, that he's not moving boldly enough on prograssive

- priorities,” Biden “may be the only thing standing between his party's activists and a looming ‘
‘catastrophe.” While Biden offers a “version of the American story - of a relentiessly self-improving
country, despite painfil setbacks and reckonings with our past -~ that most of us were taught to ‘
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‘believe,” a different "story has taken hold among activists on sodial media and opinion writers - ‘
that of @ mun’fry tumbling backward, mired in @ myth of equality in which its founders never really
helieved.” Bai argues, "Condemning the United States as a force for repression” wilt “almost 5
‘certainly lead Democrats to ruin in next vear's elections.” While activists “may see in Biden's
rhetoric 3 wiliful denial of history,” Bal argues that "if Democrats hold thelr own next fall, it be
‘because the president told his American story ~ and not thefrs,”

SrafghHt Raffroads Sose Qdstacie To Amdrad Sxpansfon,. The Wall Street Journal {6/20,
fMann, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that while the Administration has a $75 billion
proposal to expand passenger frain travel nationwide via Amirak, the seven major US freight

' carriers pose an obstacie to the plan as they would have to approve the use of the passenger cars
at the expense of commaodities,

US Economy “Markedly Transformed” By Pandemic.

The Washington Post {8720, AL, Long, 10.52M) reports the US economy Mis emerging from the
‘coronavirus pandemic with considerable speed but markedly transformed, as businesses and

' consumers struggle to adapt to a new landscape with higher prices, fewer workers, new
innovations and a range of inconvaniences.” The Post says Americans are encountering an
Leconomy “almost unrecognizable from just 186 months ago. Prices are up. Housing is scarce. It
takes months longer than normal to get furniture, appliances and numerous parts delivered. And
there is great dislocation between miihon‘c of unﬂmpiayed workers and millions of vacant jobs.”

; SO FaEe Woriers Singd THameaivas W Loverags I TigHt Lador Maskell The ;
‘ Wall Street Journal {6/20, AL, M@rath, Ip, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports as the economy
recovers from the COVID pandemic, low-wage workers find themselves with leverage as a flood of
‘openings in fields ke restaurants, transportation, warehousing and manufacturing along with & :
fdedining labor force are opening the door to perks such as bonuses, bigger raises and competing

offers,

US Catholic Bishops Approve Steps To Deny Biden Communion Over Abortion.

ARG World News Tonight {6/20, story 5, 2:00, Davis, 4.13M} reported President Biden, who is
Sonly the second Catholic commander in chief in history,” and “arguably, the most religiously
observant since Jimmy Carter,” is "at the center of a debate among Catholic bishops over his
‘stance on abortion rights, Some are guestioning whether the openly devout Prasident shouid be
altowed to receive holy communion.” ABC {Parks) added that during a virtual meeting last week,
‘the US Conference of Catholic Bishops voted 3-1 “to take steps that could one day allow priests to
deny public figures, like President Biden, the sacrament of communion over thelr support of
- gbortion rights.” :
: The New York Times (6/20, Dies, Graham, 20.6M) calis the vote “the most dramatic example |
| of the conservative Catheolic movement's reach since Mr. Biden was elected.” The Times describes
an internal war” among American Catholics "over one of the church's most sacred rituais.” While
Seading U.S. allies of Pope Francis, including Cardinal Blase Cupich of Chicago, Cardinal Joseph W,
Tobin of Newark and Cardinal Witton Gregory of Washington, sided with the Vatican's warning
L against proceeding with the eucharistic document, ” they “were ultimately drowned out. The
measure passed with a vote of 73 parcent who approved i, ... That 73 percent represents
emerging conservative momenturn, at odds with Pope Frands’ broader range of pricrities on
Hissues like immigration, poverty and dimate change, not only among bishops but in parishes
Lgeross the courtry.”
, The Washingion Post (6718, A1, 10.53M) reports Catholic bishops in the US on Friday "voted
to back a measure that could be an early step toward limiting Communion for President Biden and
| other Catholic politicians who support abortion rights.” The Post adds that when asked about the
measure that “could aliow some bishops to deny him and others Communion over their support for
‘abortion access,” the President called it "a private matter” and said, “1 don't think that's going to
Chappen.” In ancther article, the Washington Post (6/18, A1, 10, ‘"‘?_M} portrays Biden as “arquabiy
the most ohservant president in decades” and labels his faai‘h a5 "a core part of his identity.
: Meanwhile, the New York Times {6/18, AL, Dias, 20.6M) says the bishops are “flouting a
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Cwarning from the Vatican” by “advancing a political push by conservative bishops to deny President
Biden communion because of his support of abortion rights.” According to the Times, “The fact that
My, Biden's views on abortion are aven g matter of public discussion is aiready & victory for ‘
‘conservative Catholics.” The Times says Biden and Pope Francis “have been political allies for
years, especially because of the partnership between the Vatican and the United States during
President Obama's tenure on issues like the normalization of relations with Cuba and the Paris
Climate Agreement.” ABC World News Tonight (6/18 story 8, 0:56, Johnson, 4.82M) and the
§CBS Everning News {(6/18, story 5, 0:34, Dokoupil, 3.56M) provided similar coverage in brief
Cbroadeasts, as did the Wall Street Journal (6/18, Rocca, Subscription Publication, 8.41M3), ;
In her Washington Post {6720, 10.52M) column, Karen Tumully takes issue with Friday's vote.
Turnulty argues that Catholics “shouid be leery of those in the clergy who treat the Communion ‘
‘wafer as some kind of merit badge, rather than the spiritual sustenance that we were faught to
believe it is.” In addition, they should be "suspicicus of the political timing of this debate.” If the
bishops vote “at their next meeting in November to declare that supporters of abortion rights
should be denied Communion, thalr statement will no doubt bacome a cudgel against some

: Catholic politicians, mestly Democrats, in the elections of 2022 and beyond.”

In an op-ed for the Naw York Times {6719, 20.6M}, former Rep. Tom Parrielio (D-VA), -
founder of FaithfulAmerica.org and exacutive director of the Open Sodiety Foundation, writes,
Cinstead of asking whether they think President Biden is worthy of communion from them, I pray
that” the Bishops “ask what they must do to rebuild the moral authority that would have them
§ﬁffering cormmunion to any of us.”

%
“,

§ Comamaanfon Vole 8y U8 Sishops. The New
York T;mes (6/19, 20.6M) reports, "Pope Francis on Saturday put 2 founder of the Surepean Union |
Fon the track to sainthood, told Roman deacons to take care of the poor and met with a top prelate
‘who once defended him against wild allegations by the Vatican's formear ambassador 1o the United
States. " However, “the most telling thing he did was stay quiet about the extraordinary vote by
‘America’s Roman Catholic bishops to move ahead - despite the warning of the pope's top dOth'!ﬂdi
‘official - with the drafiing of new guidance that conservatives hope will eventually deny ‘
communion to President Biden for his support of abortion rights.” On this issue, "the pope said
nothmg, " E'EU?Ch ofﬁa iai% ar&d ng,\,r’r% sald, because there is nothing else to say.”

N N e W
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3 \\\\\ To Stop Targeting Adortion Sypporting
i fony S vaevenl, On its website, Fox News (6/1%, Schultz, 23,.99M;
rep@rts “Nearﬁy & H@u Bemccrdts are caiimg on Catholic bishops to cease the “weaponization’
Fof Holy Communion and urged them to stop targeting Democrats who support abortion as being

unworthy of the sacred sacrament of the Fucharist.”

iGraham, Portman Critical Of Manchin’s Compromise Voting Proposal.

The Hill (6/20, Vakil, 5.69M) reports Sen, Lindsey Graham (R-SC) on Fox News Sunday {6/ 20,
836K) “said on Sunday that & sweeping Democratic-backed election reform bill was ‘the biggest
power grab in the history of the country,”™ and he “alse said he would not support a compromise
offerad last week” from Sen. Joe Manchin {D- W\’,, while The Hill (6/36, Chol, 5.68M) reports Sen.
‘Rob Portman (R-0OH) on NBC's Mest The Press  {6/30, 2.84M) criticized Sen. Joe Manchin's {D-
LW proposal a “federal takeover of the election system.”

Howevear, Sen, Bernie Sanders (1-VT), on ChN's State Of The Union {(6/20, 514K}, said,
CWe're trving to... preserve democracy. What Republican legislatures and governors are doing, it
‘the most disgraceful way imaginable, is to try to deny pecple of color, young people, poor peapiu
‘the right to vote, people with disabilities. That is outrageosus. We can disagree on all kinds of
Hissues, but taking away the right of people to participate in American demonoracy is unacceptable.
The Congress must address that in any and every way. Also, in my view, we've got to deal with
dark money in politics, the power of billionaires buying elections, We got to deal with
Lgerrymandering, T will go as far as wa possibly can to create a vibrant democracy in Amearics and
take on those Republicans who are trying to undermine demooracy.”

: On the ORS Weekend News {6/20, lead story, 2:20, Duncan, 3.52M), Christina Ruffin
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reported the Juneteenth celebrations this weekend “were, as ong activist put it, & good start, but
prassure s growing on Congress to take action and get something done on voting rights, e%pﬂr‘iaiiy
after those new restrictive measuras wera passed in states Hike Florida and Georgla, measuras ‘
which critics say disproportionately mpact communities of color.”

The Washington Post (6/20, Linskey, DeBonis, 10.52M) reports that although Manchin over
his “nearly four-decade political career.. . has positioned himself as a bridge-building dealmaker
fwho can deliver for his home state, not & partisan warrior or an ideologue,” he has been finding
ew allies In his quest for bipartisanship. ” The Post says s “account of Manchin's rise to power -
‘and how he is wislding it - is based on interviews with 28 people close to him, including members

L of his family, political advisers and state officials. They paint a portrait of a canny pol whose :
' centrist instincts have heipad him survive and even thrive as a Democrat while his home state has
veered sharply to the right - instincts being put to the test in a hostile climate with few political 5
Lincantives i’o deal across party im@s

3 SN offng s, “Ilincis” primary election will
be msved frcm Maagh pite June next yeai under a voler au:ess eypansmn recently signed into law
oy Gov, 1B, Pritzker.” The new law also “makes mail voting & permanent option, aliows jail
Dinmates awaiting trial to cast ballots and makes Blection Day In November a state holiday, among
- other things. " Because lawmakers chose not to create new post-Census district Hnes for members
| of Congress until official Census numbers, which have been delayed by the pandermnic, come later
this summer, tim primary wilt be moved from March 15 te dune 28 next year,
Nudhiny Rapw N W Jennifer Rubin writes in
the Washington Post {6/20, 10.52M) that “Repubiscan states are failing to meet the basic needs of
their residents, ” Rubin says this is not surprising "given that Republicans have all but given up on
the notion of governance. At the national level, they consume themselves with race-baiting {e.g.,
‘scaring Americans about immigration and critical race theory), assaiiing private companies (2.g.,
‘corporations that defend voting rights, sodal media platforms, book publishers} and perpetrating
fthe most ludicrous and dangerous e in memory - that the 2020 election was stolen.” Democrats, 5
Rubin argues, “should say it often and simply: Republicans have littie to notion to offer anyone but
the very rich. They rely on scaring and enraging thelr base both to distract from thelr lack of
Linterest in governing and to goad supporters to turn out to defeat Democrats. And now, they want
to make it harder for critics to vote them out of office. What a racket.” :
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: Sanders Declines To Reverse Criticism Of Justice Barrett After Latest SCOTUS Rulings.
Fox News (6720, Sordc 23.99M) reports on its website that Sen. Bernig Sanders (1.1 on CNNs
State Of The Union (6,/’20, 514K “declinad to walk back his past comments that Supreme Court
lustice Amy Coney Barrett would vote to end the Affordable Care Act after the newest justice in
‘the country’s highest court voted in the majority to uphoid the law.” Asked if he was “wrong when
he warned that Barrett would ‘vote to destroy the Affordable Care Act and kick millions of
Americans off their health care, " Sanders responded, "She has a long caresr in front of us.”

: On NBC's Meat The Press (G720, 2.84M3, Sanders said, "Obamacare has done a ot of good |
for a lot of people. That's clearly a fact and 1 support that.” He lamented the US is “the only major
Lcountry on earth that doesnt guarantee healthcare to all people as @ right, We are spending :
roughly twice as much per capita on healthcare as do the people in any other country and 90
ilfion of us are uninsured or underinsured. We pay, by far, the highest prices in the worid for
prescription drugs. We don't have enough doctors and nurses and dentists, especially in
runderserved rural areas. It is not g system that is working.” Sanders added, "My own view is we
st move to a Medicare-for-all single paver program. By the way, there is growing support to at
Heast right now expand Medicare to cover dental, to cover hearing, to cover eyeglasses. 1t's :
putrageous that millions of seniors have trouble eating because they can't afford dentures,”

; In addition, Sanders, on CHNNs State Of The Union {6/20, 514K}, was asked whether

s Associate Justice Stephen Brever should retire. Sanders said, “I'H tet Justice Breyer make that

' decision by himself.” On NBC's Mest The Press (6/20, Z.84M), Sanders said, "I will let the judge
‘make his own decision. I'm not going to tell him what to do.”
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Sporoacd ™ a8 b dqey Graham {R-5C), on Fox News Sunday
{620, ‘%66?(;, 5aid j ‘I was a bs’r qurpri';ed but ¥ ar‘rept the guicome. 5S¢ mufh for Amy Coney :
Barrett being a religious zealot and ail the demagoguery attached to her nomination. [ think the
Hustices did say: to zero out the individua!l mandate for zero tax, the states complaining about it
really could show injury. From a conservative point of view, that decision made sense to ma. I'd
Hove to get rid of Obamacare, but the standing issue dedided the case and Barrett and Kavanaugh
took a very recent, conservative approach, so there you go.”

: Politice {6720, Cohen, 5.73M) reports former New lersey Gov, Chris Christie on ABC e "This
‘Week” characterized the ruling as “proof that justices often don't vote the way the presidents who
‘appoint them expect t0.” He said, “No matter what you think when they appoint them, when they
‘get on the court, they vote the way they believe they should vote.”
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oSS, A Wall Street Jowrnal (6/20, Bravin, Subscription F‘*‘ubimatmn &8.41M) a mEy%i; ays th
§the Supreme Court’s ruling in Fulton v, Philadelphia will ikely bring additional protections for
religious rights at the expense of some secular organizations. According to the Journal, Justices
| Neit Gorsuch, Clarence Thomas, and Samuel Alito are leading the charge.

‘:.‘..3
s

Navy Fires At Aircraft Carrier In Explosives Test. ;
éABC World News Tonight {6720, story 11, 0:20, Davis, 4.13M) reported the Navy fired expiosivesi
Lat the USS Gereld R, Ford off the coast of Florida in a test “designed to determine whether the ‘
‘carrier can take a hit during battie.” The blast was the equivalent of @ 3.9 magnitude earthquake.
:The Navy called the test a success.

LGBTQ Civil Rights Legislation Stalls In The Senate.

' The Washington Post (6/20, 10.52M) reports, “The long march toward equal rights for gay, lesbian
Fand transgender Americans - whose advocates have eved major advances with complete
Democratic control in Washington — has run into a wall of opposition in the U.S, Senate.”
‘Legistation that "would write protections for LGBTQ Americans inte the nation's foundational civil
rights law has stalied dus to sharpening Republican rhetoric, one key Democrat’s insistence on
bipartisanship, and the Senate’s 60-vote supermajority rule.” While Senate Majority Leader
CSchumer “hinted at & potential action this month — the annual LGBTQ Pride Month — Senate aides
Land advocates say there are no immediate plans to vole on the Equality Ack, which would add

' sexual orientation and gender identity to the protectad classes of the 1964 Civil Rights Act

' alongside race, caicr reiigicn and national origin,”

S e
¥

5 D Soe B8 Ty, The New York Times
(6’26 Levenson Vigdor, 20.6M) reports a homeowne dssocsdtmn in Florida fined a couple after
they “hung a small rainbow flag from their mailbox to a,eiebra’fe Pride Month.” Bobh Brosseau,

- prestdent of the board of the Eastland Cove Homeowners Association, “said someone had 5
complained to the board about the rainbow flag, leaving it no choloe but to enforee its rules against
fiying fiags other than those the assodation aliows.” Since receiving the violation notice, the couple
has put more rainbow flags outside thelr home and given out rainbow flags to neighbors who had

sdropped by to offer their support,
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‘At Least 12 People Dead As Tropical Depression Claudette Moves Across The South.

The New York Times (6/20, Tavior, 20.6M) reparts that Tropical Depression Claudette, “the third
‘named storm of the Atlantic hurricane season,” s “expected to weaken to a post-tropical cyclone
by Tuesday night,” but Rob Marciano reported on ABC World News Tonight {6/20, story 2, 1:26,
Davis, 4.13M) that the storm is still "wreaking more havoo as it sweeps from the Gulf coast to the
Carplinas.” )

: On the CBS Weekend News {(6/20, story 2, 050, Duncarn, 3.59M), Jericka Duncan said :
Claudette “is being blamed for at least 12 deaths, indluding ten people, nine of them children.” The |
New York Times (6/20, Lukpat, Vigdor, 20.6M) reports the children died when their van “and a :
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Fsport-utility vehicle collided, and the van burst into flarmes, the authorities said.” The Washington
FPost (6/20, Thebault, 10.52M) reports officials “described the crash as one of the worst ever in
Butler County, a rural area about 80 miles south of Montgomery with vears of experience in
pattling inclement weather.”

Reuters (6/20) reports the National Transportation Safety Board "said on Sunday it would
Hinvestigate [the] highway crash.” On ABC World News Tonight {6/20, 12ad story, 3:20, Davis,
4 13M), Elwyn Lopez reported the crash involved 18 vehicles, and “officials say two 18-wheelers
Hikely setting off the chain reaction crash.”

: Meanwhile, the AP {6720, Amy, Forlith) says a 24-yvear-old man and a 3-vear-old boy were
Ckilted Saturday when a tree fell on their house just outside the Tuscaloosa city limits, said Captl.
Hack Kennedy of the Tuscaloosa Violent Crimes Unit. Makayia Ross, a 23-year-old Fort Payne
‘woman, died Saturday after her car ran off the road inte a swollen creek, Delalb County Deputy
Coroner Chris Thacker told WHNT-TV.”

%Sullivan Warns China Could Be Isolated By International Community If It Refuses To
: Allow “Real” Investigation Into Pandemic’s Origins.

Bloomberg (8/20, Yang, Ballentine, 3.57M) reports NSA Sullivan on Fox News Sunday {6/24,

| 838K) warned China “will risk international isolation if it fails to allow a ‘real’ investigation on its ‘
territory into the origins of the virus that caused the Covid-19 pandemic.” Suliivan said China faces |
3 stark choice: Fither they will aliow, in a responsible way, investigators in to do the real work of
figuring cut where this came from, or they will face isolation in the international cormmunity.”
However, The Hill {6/20, Chol, 5.69M) reports Sullivan on CNN's State Of The Union  {8/20,
516K Usald.. the U.S, would not be ssuing “threats or ultimatums’ to China.”

Meanwhile, Fox News {6/20, Fordham, 23.99M) reports online that Suliivan lauded Fresident

' Biden “for inducing his fellow G-7 leaders to put pressure on China to aliow a transparent
Linvestigation of the pandemic’s origins.” He said, “What Joe Biden did in Furope this week was
Cratly the democratic world 1o speak with a common voice on this issue for the first time since
Covid broke out, President Trump wasn't able to do it. President Biden was. He got the G-7 o
endorse @ statement saying in unison that China must aliow an investigation to proceed within its
Cterritory.”
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mmora than 2,600-word article, the Washington Post {6/20, Achenbach, 10.52M) reports the
Teonsensus of many scientists” remains that COVID originated naturally, “but the “lab leak’ theory
has never gone away and has become louder than ever.” According to the Post, “It is not a theory
‘50 much as a consteliation of scenarios that imagine how the virus may have emanated from a
aboratory in China, ranging from the accidental to the sinister.” However, the Post adds that the
‘search for answers comes at “a fraught moment not only for virologists, but for scientists broadly.
They have had to deal with some version of the Frankenstein’ meme for generations. Now, :
theyre faced with suspicion that someahow they are responsible for a plague that has killed millions
Lof people.” ?
: In addition, the New York Times (§/20, Zimmer, Gorman, 20.6M) says the “uprear” has
Cdrawn attention back o a decade-long debate among sdentists over whether certain gain-of- :
function research is too risky to aliow.” Actording to the Times, "The stakes of the debate could not
be higher. Too little research on emerging viruses will leave us unprepared for future pandemics,
Bt too little attention to the safety risks will increase the chances that an experimental pathogen
‘may escape a lab through an accident and cause an cutbreak of its own.” The Times adds such :
' efforts had already “proved over the years to be immaensely challenging. And now, the intensity of
the politics and rhetoric over the lab leak theory threatens to push detailed science policy 5
discussions to the sidelines.”

Meanwhile, the New York Times {6/20, Trolanovski, 20.6M) highlights how an anthrax lab
Heak in the Soviet Union in 1979 “shows how an authoritarian government can successfully shape
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the narrative of a disease outbreak and how it can take years - and, perhaps, regime change - to
Fget to the truth.” The Times adds that slthough "many sclentists believe that the virus that caused
the Covid-19 pandemic evolved in animals and jumped at some point to humans,” others are
“eailing for deeper investigation of the possibility of an accident at the Wuhan Institute of Virelogy”
because of “widespread concern that the Chinese government ~ which, like the Soviet government
decades before it, dismisses the possibility of  lab leak - Is not providing international :
amestsgat@rs wrth access and data that couid shed light on the pdndemsc origins.”
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: {6/20, 2?.99?\"3; op-ad, Rep. M:ke Gallagher {R-WI} argues that
§“fmm the aarliast day of the pandemic when the virus emerged in Wuhan, the Chinese
Communist Party {CCP) has engaged in a concertad campaign to pile lies on top of lies about the
Cvirus and its origins.” However, he argues evidence "continues to stack up in favor of the lab-leak
hypothesis, particuiarly with recent revelations that lab workers at the WIV were hospitalized prior
‘to the broader outbreak in Wuhan.” Gallagher concludes the US "and its allies must articulate a :
Lvision to counter that put forward by the CCP. This should start with Wuhan, The more evidence 5
‘we see, it is becoming dear that the totalitarian impuises of the CCP gave birth and fuel to COVID-
(197 1

US Extends Travel Restrictions At Land Borders With Canada, Mexico Through July 21.

iand bﬁrd“rs mth Canada and Me:x;e:o “will remain e:iosa,,d ta non- wsent:ai traved untii at ieast July

21,7 3 30-day extension that comes “after Canada announced its own extension on Friday of the
requirements that were set to expire on Monday and have been in place since March 2020 because
L of the coronavirus pandemic.” :

India Records Lowest Daily Number Of New COVID Cases In Nearly Three Months, Data
' Show.

Reuters (8/20, Jadhav} reports, "Indiz reported 58,419 new COVID-19 infections over the past 24
hours on Surday, the lowest dally number in nearly three months, data from the health ministry
fshowed, " India’s COVID-19 tally has “risen to 8.9 million and so far 386,713 people have died.”
: However, Reuters (6/1%, Yerma) reported the Indian government on Saturday “urged states |
t0 be careful in reapening fror COVID-19 lockdowns to prevent a resurgence of infections inthe
‘hard-hit country.” Indian states “and territorias ‘must ensure that the whole process is carefully
‘calibrated,” Home Secretary Alay Bhalla wrote in 2 letter to top provincial bureaucrats.” In

L addition, the New York Times (8/20, Schmall, 20.6M) reports the “rare and often deadly fungal
Cdisease” mucormycosis “has exploded across India on the coattails of the coronavirus pandemic,
Unprepared for this spring’s devastating Covid-19 second wave, many of India’s hospitais took

- desperate steps to save lives ~ steps that may have opened the door to yet another deadly 5
‘disease.” The Times says that over the course of three weeks, “the number of cases of the disease
- known by the misnomer “black fungus,” because it is found on dead tissue ~ shot up to more than
F 30,000 from negligible levels, States have recorded more than 2,100 deaths, according to news ‘
freports,”

Israel Seeks To Salvage Vaccine Swap Deal With Palestinians.

The Washington Post (6/20, Rubin, 10.52M) reports the Israeli government is “working to revive
taiks to deliver vaccine doses to the Palestinian Authority after a deal Friday was suddenly called
Loff by authority officials, who said the doses were oo close to their expiration date and did not

- meet their standards.” According to the Post, "The announcement and cancellation of the deal has
Lgiven rise to conspiracy theories and further damaged the low standing of the Palestinian Authority |
among its people.” :

ﬁAsian Countries Accelerate Vaccination Campaigns.

§The Wall Street Journal (6720, Yoon, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that despite a slow
fstart, a number of Asia-Facific countrias have increased thelr vaccination rolouts and some have
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§aiready gvertaken the US and Israsel in terms of dailly doses, adjusted for population.

iAustraIia Keeps Being Plagued By Small COVID Outbreaks.

Reuters (6/20, Kelly) reports, “Australia’s state of Queensiand recorded one locally acquired
coronavirus infection on Sunday, the iatest streak of smail cuthraaks that have been piaguing the
Lcountry in recent months.” The single “case comes as a cduster of the highly infectious Delta
Cvariant has grown by two cases to nine in New South Wales, Austratia’s most populous state,
prompting health officials to expand mask wearing rules.”

UN Recoghnizes World Refugee Day.

F OBS Weekend News (6720, story 6, 0:20, Duncan, 3.59M) reported that Sunday marked “World
Refugee Day,” which is when the UN ask{s] us to remeamber the millions fleeing wars and
persecution.” Pope Francis mirrored the UN message, and he "callad for people to open their
hearts to refugess, singling out Myanmar, where thousands of refugees are homeless and
cstarving.”

Rothkopf: Biden Has Surpassed Every US President On The World Stage In Recent
: Memory.

Biden, who “has had more foreign policy experience than any other president in U.S. history,” is
Thetter on the world stage than any president since George H.W., Bush.” He writes that it is
Corobably unfair to compare him with any of his predecessors since the senior Bush,” and he dtes
' Biden's recent Furcpean tour, which “is among the most successful ever for a new president.”
Biden “aunched a refresh of the Atlantic Charter with the United Kingdom, reengaged with the

' Group of Seven industrialized countries and plaved a ieading role in an unprecedented
commitment of vaocines to needy nations.”

%White House Rejects Venezuelan Call To Lift Sanctions.

~

Bloomberg (8/20, Wadhams, 3.57M) reports that the Biden Administration has “rejected
[Venezuelan President] Nicolas Maduro’s call for relief from U.S. sanctions, saying the Venazuelan
Header needs to do more toward restoring democracy before penalties would ba lifted.” Madure
had “reached out to Biden in an exciusive Bloomberg interview last week, calling on him to it
‘sanctions, normalize relations and end the ‘demonization of Venezugia.”™”

Militants Open Fire On Civilians At US-Mexico Border.

‘on the 1.5, border, killing at least 14 people and causing widespread panic” on Saturday. Local
‘criminal activity “has long been dominated by the Guif Cartet,” and Tamaulipas Gov. Francisco
Garcia Cabeza de Vaca Sondernned the loss of linnocent civilian’ lives” on Sunday. He "said the
- motive for the attack will be investigated.”

Biden To Meet With Afghan President On Friday.

| Afghan President Ashraf Ghani and the chairman of Afghanistan’s High Council for National
‘Reconcitiation Abdullah Abdullah. . to discuss U5, troop withdrawal amid a surge in fighting
hetween Afghan forces and the Taliban across the country.” Reuters adds Biden “will seek to
reassure Ghani and Abduliah of U.S. support for the Afghan people including diplomatic, economic
sand humanitarian assistance, the White House said in a statement,” and he “will aiso repeat his
pledge to ensure that the country never becomes a safe haven for terrorist groups.”

: The Hi (6720, Vakil, 5.68M) reports White House Press Seorstary Jen Psald “said in g
statement that the visit would emphasize the ‘enduring partnership’ between the two countries as
the U.5. prepares to withdraw the last remaining American troops in Afghanistan.” Peaki added,
The United States will remain deeply engaged with the Government of Afghanistan to ensure the
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country never again becomes a safe haven for terrorist groups who pose a threat to the U.S. :
homeland.” According 1o Axios {(6/20, Reyes, Johnson, 1.26M), its politics editor Glan Johnson "said |
Linviting both Ghant and Abdullah to Washington shows the administration’s respect for the delicate
balance of power in the country.” ,

: Meanwhile, when asked on ABC’s This Waelk (672G, 2.06M) about how the Administration

' plans to protect Afghans who cooperated with the US, NSA Sullivan said, “This is a paramount

| priority for President Biden and the entire team. We are processing these applications and getting
people out at @ record pace. We are working with Congress right now, including the two
representatives meantioned, to streamiing some of the requiremaents that slow the process down,
LWe're doing the extensive planning for potential evacuation should it become necessary,” He

B

§added “We H take aii these steps tc; e:io right by the peosple who did nght by s "
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: R A Reuters {5720 reports Afghan Pre sdent Ashrdf Ghand on
‘Saturday “replaced his def@r& e and interior ministers and the army chief of staff amid rising
casualties amnong Afghanistan’s security forces in sharply increased fighting with the Taliban.”

' Reuters says the changss “come as Afghan security forces battie the Taliban in 28 of 34 provinces
Hin the country, with the hardline Islamic group daiming more territory in recent weeks.”

: The New York Times (6720, Gibbons-Neff, Rahim, 20.6M) reports that according to iocal
Lofficials, the Taliban on Sunday “entered two provincial capitals in northern Afghanistan [in] the
culmination of an insurgent offensive that has overrun dozens of rural districts and forced the
ssurrender and capture of hundrads of government forcas and their military equipment in recent :
‘weeks.” The Times says the Taliban seized the entrance of the city of Kunduz, the capital of Kunduz
Province, "hefore dispersing throughout its neighborhoods,” while in "Maimana, the capital of :
‘Faryab Province, Taliban fighters appeared at the ¢ity's entranca before moving info the diy’s
periphery,” and the Wall Street Journal (8720, Trofimov, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) says the

' Taliban advance is chalienging the morale of the Afghan military.

However, Reuters (6/20) reports the Taliban "said on Sunday they were commitied 1o peace
taiks, adding they wanted 3 ‘genuine Islamic system’ in Afghanistan that would make provisions
Hfor womean's rights in Hine with cultural traditions and religious ruEe{s Iny addition, Taliban
fsmkespersen Suhail Sheheen, said on CNN's Fareed Fakaria GPS (6/20, 686K) that the US
withdrawal has both a foreign and domaestic element. Shaheen sald, "We signed an agreement

' based on the American troops and the allied troops were withdrawing from the country.” Shahean
‘continued, “We are having a negotiation with ali of Afghan sides. We want to reach a solution
Cwhich is acceptable to all Afghans, That is our policy, not fighting. We want and we are insisting
that we reach an acceptable solution with negotiation.” Shaheen added, “We want to have a new
Lgovernment to replace this administration which is affpp’mbi to all Afghan people, and that we
want to reach through negotiation in peaceful talks.”
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HIn an interview with the AP {6/20, Gannon), ﬁ:)rmer Afghan President Hamid Karzat "said Sunday
‘the United States came to his courntry to fight extremism and bring stabiiity to his war-tortured
fnation and is leaving nearly 20 years later having falled at both.” Karzat asserted, “The
Linternational community came here 20 yvears ago with this clear obiective of fighting extremism
‘and bringing stability ... but extremnism is at the highest point today. So they have failed.”

%Sullivan: US Is Waiting For North Korea To Reach Out Directly To Begin Denuclearization
. Talks. ?

Reuters (6/20, Pamuk, Wolfe) reports NSA Sullivan on ABC's This Weak {(6/20, 2.06M) "said on
Sunday [that the Administration] saw as an interesting signal’ North Korean leader Kim Jong Un's
‘comments that he is ready for ‘dialegue and confrontation,” but added that Washington was still
watting for direct communication from Pyongyang to start any talks relating to denuclearization of
‘the Korean Peninsula.” According to Suilivan, “The clear signal they could send is to say "ves, let's
‘do it Let's sit down and begin negotiations.” The Hill {(8/20, Oshin, 5.69M) reports Sullivan sald,
P"We think that just in the case of the Tranian nuclear issue, with the North Korean nuclear issug,
there’s no substitute for diplomacy to begin to make progress towards that ultimate objective - ‘
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the complete denuclearization of the Korean Peninsuta,”

Hong Kong Chief Executive Lam Calls For Closer Relations With China.

Reuters (6/20) reports Hong Kong Chief Executive Carrie Lam called for closer relations with China |
Lin & speach on Sunday, arguing that Chinese efforts to “restore ‘stability’ in the city” demonstrates
‘the utility of greater integration with China. She alsc "said Hong Kong can play key roles in
promoting China's financiat developrment, including facilitating yuan internationalisation, helping
finance mainland companias, and providing an offshore safe haven for Chinese money.”

Saffoy. Reuters (6/20) reports
Taiwan Democratic Progressive Party deputy secretary general Lin Fei-fan announced on Sunday
‘the plan to close its country office in Hong Kong after iocal government officials "demanded its

L officials sign a document supporting Beijing’s claim to Tatwan.” Lin wrote on Facebook, "This is
‘because the Chinese Communist Party and the Hong Kong government continue to force our
fpersennel stationed in Hong Kong to sign a ‘one China commitment letter’ to recognise 'one
§China’.” An addEfianaE source “toid Reuters seven Taiwan c:fﬁciais wili retum on Sunday affernoon
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$3.57M) reparts China “has been ramping up dipiamdtic pressure o1y Taswan since the 5
§dem0craticaiiy rufed istand elected President Tsal Ing-wen in 2016, a vocal critic of the Communist |
Party in Beiling and 8 supporter of pmt@st@r% in Hong Kong. :

Dass I

SHong Nong ® Qoode Qafly To Reportedly SHET Qo Wl Qavs. Reuters (6/215
reports that, according to Jimmy Lai adviser Mark Simon, the pro-democracy newspaper Appiﬂ
Daily will “be forced to shut {downi 'in @ matter of days’ after authorities froze the company's

s gssets under g new national security law.” He “said the company has no more aocess to funds and
it pEaﬂq to hold & board meeting on Mm‘aday to discuss how o move forward.”

¥
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§0wners in Hong Kcng, where the ndticnai secur:ty iaw has “bmadiy defined acts of subversion and
‘secession against Ching, making much political speech potentially illegal, and it threatenad severe
punishment, including life imprisonment, for offenders.” The law “has brought mass arrests, a rout
Lof pro-democracy lawmakers, changes to school curricuiums, a crackdown on the arts and rapidly
‘growing limits on free expression,” and it has “forced booksaliers to confront questions about how
Hong they will survive and how much they might haveﬁ tc compmmise “

HNong Nong Sosfdenty Sscapad To Tafivan Using A Spsaghaat,. The Wall Street ;
Journal {6/20, Deng, Wang, Subscription Pubiicati{m, 8.41?‘4; reports that five Hong Kong residents 5
successtully escaped from Hong Kong to Talwan in July 2020 after facing indictments over theair

i participation in pro-democracy pretests. The men reached Taiwan safely, and then applied for
‘asylum in the US, which approved at least three asylum visas.

%China Making Progress On Space Station.

CBS Weekend News  (8/20, story 7, 1135, Duncan, 3.59M) reported that China “is on track to be
the only country in the world the have its very own space station.” China's three astronauts “are
‘now settled into their new home, & bus-sized cylinder for the next three months,” and the country
‘seeks to “build its own space station by the end of 2022.7

Burmese Junta Leader In Moscow For Security Conference.

' Reuters (6/20) reports Burmese junta leader Senior General Min Aung Hiaing will “attend the
Moscow Conference on International Security, scheduded to be held from June 22-24.7 The travel
comes as former Burmese leader Aung San Suu Kyi's corruption trial resumes on Monday.

JEoan Nefusay T Announcs Naw Sanoifons O Seema. Blgomberg {6718, 3.57M)
reported lapan “has resisted calls to impose sanctions or suspend ongoing infrastructure projects”
Hin Burma, “saying only it would avoid carrying out any new non-humanitarian deals with the
jurita,” The decision "shows the difficuities President Joe Biden faces in convincing U.S. allies in Asla
o put real teeth behind calls to defend democracy, & Key theme he expressed last week at the
fGroup of Seven summit and other stops in Europe,”

2
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§Armenian Elections Commission Data Shows Civil Contract Party In Lead.

Prime Mmaster Nsi@i Pas hmyan Civil Contract party “had neariy 62% Qf the vote With f@rmer
president Robert Kocharyan's party in a distant second place with 18%.7 The report was based on
-3 small sample of 8 percent of precincts. Reuters {6/20) reports that prior opinion polis “had put
‘the two parties neck and neck in a snap election the government called to try to end a political
orisis,” which “erupted after ethnic Armenian forces lost a six-week war against Azerbaijan last :
year and ceded territcry in and around the Nagorno-Karabakh region.” There “were 319 reports of |
Fvoting irreguiarities but the Central Blection Commission “said elections were largely in line with
Hegal norms.”

%Sullivan Says US Preparing More Sanctions Against Russia Over Navalny Poisoning.

The New York Times (6/20, Karni, 20.6M) reports NSA Sullivan on CNN'S State Of The Union
{6720, 516K) "said on Sunday that the United States was preparing more sanciions against Russia
Hin response to the poisoning of Aleksei A, Navainy, the country’s most prominent opposition
eader, days after” President Biden's “irst face-to-face summit meeting with President Viadimir V.
Putin.” The Times adds Sullivan "was vague when pressed on the timing of the sanctions or what
fthey would include, saving only that additionst action would come 'as so0n as we develop the
‘packages to ensure that we're getting the right targets,” but White House Press Secratary Jen
 Psaki “said there was no significance to the timing of Mr. Sullivan’s remarks. "The law reguires we
keep looking at sanctions targets connectad to chemical weapons use,’ she said, noting that there
had been "no change from before the sumimit to after the summit.”

: Meanwhile, Bloomberg (6/20, Czuczka, 3.57M) reports Sullivan announced the US "also will
Cmaintain sanctions against Russian entities involved in building the almost-completed Nord Stream
| 2 pipeline for Russian natural-gas deliverias o Germany, which Biden needs to confirm every 20
‘days,” and The Hill (6/20, Vakil, 5.69M) reports Sullivan “noted...Biden had already signed an
sexecutive order that would give him even more leeway to impose penaities against Russia i they
continued to engage in similar activities,” 7

. In addition, Sullivan praised the President on ABCs This Weak {6720, 2.06M) for doing
Sthres things” during his meeting with Putin that “he came to do,” which were ™o identify areas 5
‘where US and Russia could work together in mutus! interests. We launched strategic stability talks
out of this to help lower the chance of intended or unintended nuclear conflict. That is progress, 5
Second, he indicated to President Putin that the United States will respond if certain harmfud 5
s gctivities continue. In this regard the summit offered the opportunity to place guardralls. Time will
el whether they hold, Third, he stood up for human rights and universal values. He spoke directly
fto President Putin about Alexel Navalny, about Radio Free Eurcpe, about the fact that all people :
‘are created agual is stamped in the American DNA.” Sullivan continued, “On top of that, we had

' meaningful engagemeants on the serurity and diplomatic side that we believe will put this
refationship on a more tdb!e footing.”

On Fox News Sunday (6720, 838K), Sullivan said, “It's pretty extraordinary to hear Donald
FTrump’s Secretary of State talking about weakness in the face of Viadimir Putin when we all saw
‘what happened in Helsinkl and the summit in Geneva was a study in contrast to what happened in
Helsinki, Privately in the room, President Biden communicated to President Putin that there would

' be costs and consequences if harmful activities against the United States continue. Publicly in his
press conference he not only spoke cut about that guite directly, mincing no words, but he also
spoke about American velues, something the last President never taiked about.” Suliivan added
that Biden “puiled no punches, he did nothing but stand up for American interests and values in an
emphatic and sound way and | would alse add that he entered and exited this summit in Geneva
‘a5 the leader of the free world, a mantie that Donald Trump had given away and that Joe Biden
reciaimed on behaif of this wuntrv
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: SEE Poi:’cim {(&/20, Carrasce, §.73M) reports Fiona Hill, a former National Sec urs’ry
§Cauncai ofﬁciai who served as “Russia adviser to President Donald Trump,” on NBC News' "Meet fhe
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Press” on Sunday “said...she is eager to see whether last weeak's meeting between [Biden and
Puting will lead to ‘sericus cyber talks.” Maanwhile, The Hill (8/20, Chot, 5.69M) reports Hill said
FPutin achieved an Mimportant win” thanks to “the symbolism of having & sit-down with the
 American president,” but “it's not a win if nothing happens out of it.”
At QF Suetin Mooling “Unscathed ™ The Hill {6720, Vakil, 5.69M)
reports former New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie (R} on ABC's "This Week” “said on Sunday that "not
much was accomplished, butb no damage was done” during” Biden’s meeting with Putin, However,
‘Christie added, "I think that's probably all they were looking for...was to come out unscathed, No

' big mistakes. Come home, and he can say America’s back. That’s what his point was, and [ don't
think he did anything that made us balleve that we weran't.”

Neo M‘s‘@ § Rusgian Ambassador Netuens To U8 The AP {6/20) says that Russian
Ambassador to the US Anatoly Antonov “returned to the United States three months after being
recatied as tensians rose betwaen Mosoow and Washington, according 1o a tweetl from the Russian
Ermbassy on Sunday.” The AP reports that Biden and Putin last week agreed to the return of

- Antonov and US Ambassador to Russia John Sullivan, “who left Moscow in April.”

m&\ssa oY Arrafgns Suspecet I Nilfing OF Amaricas Studeat. The AP (6720}
reports @ Russian court on Quraddy “arraigned g 5u5peat on murder charges in the death of” 34-
year-gld Catherineg Serpu, “an American woman who was studying at a loca! university.”
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§Sullivan: US Holding Additional $100M In Military Aid For Ukraine "In Reserve.”

Bloomberg (8/20, Czuczka, 3.57M) reports NSA Sullivan told Fox News Sunday  (§/20, 836K) that
the US is “holding $100 million in security assistance for Ulraine ‘in reserve’ for threats such as a
renewed Russian military buildup on the border.” He said the aid “is there and the Russians know
Lit's there and the Ukrainians know it's there, but the idea that we have withheld any security

L assistance from Ukraine is simply nonsense.” According to Bloomberg, Sullivar’s remarks came ‘
s after Politico “reported on Friday that National Security Councl officials temporarily halted as much
L as $100 million in military aid to Ukraine after Russia said it would draw down troops near Ukraine |
before President Viadimir Putin and Biden met last week.” :

. Center-Right Party Gains At Expense Of Macron’s Party, Far Right In French Regional
. Elections.
The New York Times (6/20, Méheut, 20.6M) reports French voters on Sunday “inflicted a sharp
'sethack on the far-right National Rally party in the first round of naticnwide ragional elections,
‘dashing Marine Le Pen's hopes of turning the vote into a springboard for next year's prestdential
race,” while the center-right Les Républicains party “appeared to cement its hoid on the country,
positioning itself as a strong challenger to President Emmanuel Macron, whose centrist party
ftrafied in all regions.” Reuters {6/20) says Macron’s party “did as badly as expected, with party
spokesperson Aurore Berge calling it a *slap in the face.’™
Palitice Eurgpe (6726, Cauleutt, 15K reports that acgording to an exit poll from Elabe, Meft-
‘wing parties obtained 34 percent of the vote, compared to 29 percent of the vote for the right and
19 percent for the National Rally. La République en Marche obtained 10.9 percent of the vote, and
Lin some regions Macron’s candidates failed to make it across the threshold to run in the second
round, the poll said.” Politico says the result “indicates voters have largely chosen {0 support the
‘outgoing presidents of regional coundis, who are mostly from the mainstream loft and the right.”
The AP {5/30, Turnbull) reports that what had been "meant to be a vote centered on ol
coneerns like transportation, schools and infrastructure turned into a dress rehearsal for next
fyvear’s presidential vote, as would-be presidential hopefuls seized on the regional campaign to test
Lideas and win followers., Macron's rivals on left and right notably dencunced his government’s
handiing of the pandemic.” The AP adds, “The wrangiing appearecﬁ o turn off some voters, and
Hess than 34% showed up, according to polling agencies,” prompting “politicians across the
spectrum® to call for “the stay-at-home voters to wake up for the decisive second round June 17.7
However, Bloomberg {(§/20, Nussbaum, 3.57M) reports the results “might not transiate into
national politics when voters head to the poils again next April to choose a prasident, But they
‘could help left-wing movements unite behind a candidate, something they've so far falled to do.”
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§The Wall Street Journal (6720, Bisserbe, Subscription Publication, 8.41M} provides similar
Lcoverage,

%Swedish PM Stefan Lofven Facing Historic No-Confidence Vote.

§fsr5t Swedi i Prime Mmastei tc ose a ne- canﬂdence vate, after faiimg ina Ea t-dlitch effcrt £0
‘secure majority support in parliament for proposed rent reforms.” The vote "was called last waek
for Monday by the anti-immigration Sweden Democrats, after the Left Party, which Lofven relies
Lo o pa@; legistation, withdrew its support over his plan to Hberslise Sweden’s rigid rent control
'systermn.” Bloomberg {6/20, Rolander, 2.57M) reports Lofven “would have a week to resign or

Lannounce snap elections if ousted in the Monday vote, the most serious threat yet for the minority
coatition of Socdial Democrats and Graens that's ruled for 2 1/2 yvears.” :

%German Opinion Poll Shows German Conservative Bloc Gaining Support.

Bloemberg (6719, Cruczka, 3.57M) reports that, according to an opinion poll commissioned by Bild
Lam Sonntag newspaper, Chancellor Angela Merkel’s consarvative bioc “opened up an 8 ?
percentage-point 12ad in a weeldy poll, pulling further ahead of the Green party and other
contenders ahead of Germany's election on Sept. 26.” The German Green candidates “have
ssteadily faded in recent weeks after some polis put them ahead of the CDU-CSU in April, before

i Merkel's bloc settlied on CDU chalrman Armin Laschet as its candidate to succeed her as
‘chancellor.”

\\,\\ §INS §~‘§\ \\ §3§ \‘\53"3‘;““‘\“‘(

San Qo Siyving Namas Slag. Bolitico Eurppe (6720, 15K) reports
that the German government has "agreed to ban the flag of Hamas, as a mark of respect for
Hewish citizens in the wake of anti-Semitic attacks linked to last month's Middie East violence. " The |

han “was first proposed by the Christian Democratic Union (CDU) of Chancelior Angela Merketl”

UK Conservative MP Bercow Announces Party Swap To Labour.

' The Mew York Times {5/20, 20.8M) reports former House of Commons Speaker Iohn Bercow, who
§“gained international fame referseing Britain's political drama over Brexit,” announced on Bunday 5
his decision to leave the UK Conservative Party for the UK Labour Party. He “was a Conservative
Hawmaker for 12 years until being elected in 2009 to the neutral role of speaker, responsible for
running House of Commons business and interpreting Parfiament’s rules of procedure.”

Belgium Announces Discovery Of Missing Far-Right Soldier.

' The New York Times {8/20, Pronczuk, Ryckewaert, 20.6M) reports that Belgium announcad the
end of g 35-day manhunt, which "involved helicopters, armored vehicles, 400 soldiers and police
‘officers, as well as reinforcements from Germany and the Netherlands.” The country had been
ssearching for Mirgen Conings, who “disappearad more than a month ago after threatening the
government and virologists responsible for the country’s response 0 the coronavirus,” Reuters
{8/20) reports the Belgian Federal Prosecutors Office sald, “The cause of death is probably,
‘according to inttial findings, attributable to suicide by firearm, but this cause will have to be
‘established during & future forensic examination.”

iJordan Opens Trial Against AIIeged Traitors.

éwho are accused Gf ccnapirmg wsth a senior myai - Prince Hamzah, & E”&aif—bmthei of the kmg e
‘to foment unrest against the monarch while soliciting foreign help.” The defendants "are the most
ssenior establishment figures to appear before the security court, which typically goes after drug

offenders or suspected militants,”

Ethiopia Preparing For National Elections.

§cn Viomjay that Prime Mmastei Abiy Ahmed has said will be the country s first free and fdar p@EEﬂ*
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L after decades of repressive rule.” While Abiy had “won international plaudits and a Nobel Peace
Prize for democratic reforms and for ending two decades of hostilities with neighbouring Fritrea
fwhen he was named head of Ethiopia’s governing coalition in 2018, he “faces mounting 5
international pressure over @ war in tha northern Tigray region and accusations from rights groups
‘that his government is rolling back some new freedoms.” The Washington Post (6/20, 10.52M) ‘
‘examines the array of international questions surrounding the upcoming elections. The Post adds

L Ably s widely expected to be reelected,” but his standing both within and outside Ethiopla “has
been greatly diminished since the war in Tigray began.”

Nigeria Mourns Loss Of Three Students Following Kidnapping.

Reuters {6/20) reports that three children "have died following a school kidnapping of 94 students
sand eight staff in northwest Nigeria this week.” The army “said in a statement it had rescued three
teachers and eight students so far, killing one of the kidnappers.” :

Headlines From Today’s Front Pages.

- Wall Strest Journal:

Facebook. Alphabet Keep Rising:. Apple, Netflix Fade

Iran's New Hard-Line President Poised For Pivotal Role In Nuclear Talks
For Many Home Buyvers, A 5% Down Payment Isn't Encugh

fTight Labor Market Beturns The Upper Hand To American Workers

' The Hottest New Concert Venue: Your Local Movie Theater

LIS Plans To Spend Big On Critical Minerais; Choosing Where Isn't Fasy

Mew York Times:

New York Facaes Lasting Economic Toll Bven As Pandemic Passes

| Who Do The Blilicnaires Want For Mayor? Follow Their Money.

From Nebel Here To Driver Of War, Ethiopia’s Leader Fages Voters

FIn Rift With Biden, A Dramatic Show Of Force By A Conservative Catholic Moverment
‘Liz Cheney's Unlikely Journey From GOP Royalty To Republican Gutcast

‘Scorching Hot In Phoenix: What It's Like To Work In 115 Degrees

 Washington Post:

| Extremist Pavs A Price After Unmasking By Left
Cindia’s Covid Crphan Numbers Surge

Scientists Still Battling Over Corgnavirus’s Origin Story
For This Market, Models Are Feaw

' Manchin Struggles To Buiid Bridges

Edugation’s New Fault Lins: Virtual Learning

§FEnanai&5 Times:

Rabsl Victory Secures Control For Iran's Hardliners

' China Steps Un Crackdown On Bitcoin Mining Industry

‘Delta Variant Begins To Spread, Threatening EU's Covid Progress
' Santander Looks To Muscle Into Furopean Investmant Banking

 Story Lineup From Last Night's Network News:
§ABC: Alabama-18 Car Crash; Tropical Storm Claudette; Florida-Fatal Crash AL Pride Parade;

L COVID Update; Biden-Catholic Church; Gun Viclence; Oregon-Murder Suspect Caught; North ;
‘Carolina-Nine People Go Over Dam; Denver-Hot Alr Balioon Crash; Teen Attacked By Bear; Navy-
Explosives Test; Father's Day Gift. ‘
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LCRS: Voting Rights; Tropical Storm Claudette; Florida-Fatal Crash At Pride Parade; COVID Update;
Cindia-Black Fungus: World Refugee Day; China-Space Race; Father’s First Flight With Son As 5
Captain,

Metwork TV At 4 Glance:

COVID Update - 4 minutes, 35 seconds

Florida-Fatal Crash At Pride Parade - 3 minutes, 20 seconds
CTropical Storm Claudette - 2 minutes, 10 seconds

éToday’s Events In Washington.
White House: ;
- e President Biden — Receives the President’s Dally Brief, meets with lead finandia! regudators for

SRS

an update on the state of the country's financial system and institutions.

& Yice President Harris — Travels to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; delivers remarks marking Child
Tax Credit Awarenass Day and highlighting the importance of the Child Tax Credit, its
expansion in the American Rescus Plan, and how parents can ensure they get the credit;
Secretary of Labor Marty Walsh will also debver remarks; and Secretary Walsh hold a

. roundtable as part of the Task Force on Worker Organizing and Empowerment.,

U8 Senate:

e Senate resumes consideration of DN general counsel nomines - Senate convenes and
resumes consideration of the nomination of Christopher Fonzone to be General Counsel of the
Office of Director of National Intelligence, and votes on the motion 10 invoke cloture on the

5 nomination; 3:00 PM

S House:

e Hpuse of Representatives meets in a pro forma session: $:00 AM

e Tom Lantes Human Rights Commission hearing en eceonomic and war crimes in Liberia ~ Tom
Lartos Human Rights Commission virtual hearing on "Establishing a War Crimes & Economio
Crimes Court for Liberia’, held via Cisco WebEx, with withesses - Movement for Justice in :
Liberia Executive Director Yoyndi Martin-Kepyei, International Justice Group Executive Director
lerome Verdier, Global Initiative for Justice Chairman Michael Mueller, and former Spedcial :
Court for Sierra Lacone Chief of Investigations Dr Alan White

. Location: Virtual Event; 12:00 PM

Cabinet Officers:

e ASTA Policy & Leadership Development Conference continues - American Seed Trade
Association (ASTA) Policy & Leadership Development Conference {formerly ASTA Annual
Convention) continueas, with speakers today inchuding Secretary of Agricudture Tom Vilsack and
Republican Sen. Joni Brnst

Location: Grand Hyatt Washington, 1000 H St NW, Washington, DC; 9:00 AM

s Vice President Kamala Harris visits Pittsburgh with Secretary of Labor Marty Walsh

: Location: Pittsburgh, PA

| Visitors:

= No visitors scheduled,

 General Events:

' = FU ambassador fo the LS. distusses UL5.~EU relations post-summit ~ "U.5.-FtJ Relations After
the Summit” Wilson Center online discussion, with European Union Ambassador to the LS,
Amb. Stavros Lambrinidis

Location: Virtual Event; 11:00 AM

« Israeh chief of general staff lavs wreath 3t Tomb of the Unknown Scidier - Israel Defense

Forces Chief of Staff Lt Gen. Aviv Kochavi participates in an Armed Forces Full Honor Wreath
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Carernony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, hosted by Joint Force Headguarters — National
Capital Region and U5, Army Military District of Washington commanding general Mal, Gen.
Altan Pepin
Location: Arfington National Cemetery, Arfington, VA; 11:15 AM
e« Press Briefing by Fress Secretary Jen Psgki; 12:00 FM
¢ Defense One Tech sumimit {virtuaiy - Defense One Tech Summit, convening military and
technelogical minds for conversation on 'today’s game-changing developments’, inciuding
robotics, coud computing, cybersaecurity, slectronic intelligence collection, and human
performance enhancement. Day one speakers incdlude Deputy Secretary of Defense Kathleen
Hicks and Army Futures Command Commanding General Gen. John Murray
Location: Virtual Event; 100 PM 5
« Nationgl Muslim Advocaoy Day on Capitel Hill - U5, Council of Mushim Organizations hosts sixth
annual Nationat Muslim Advocacy Day on Capitol Hill, designed to connect national, regionat :
and state Muslim organizations and community members with their elected representatives in
Congress, this yvear held virtually * Founding members of USCMO are Amaerican Muslims for :
Palestine {AMP), Council on American-Islamic Relations {CAIR), Islamic Circle of North America
(ICNAY, Muslim Alliance in North America (MANA}, Muslim American Society, Muslim Legal Fund
of America (MLFA), Muslim Ummah of North America (MUNA)Y, and The Mosgue Cares 5
Location: Virtual Event
s ESOP Asspciation National Conference -~ ESOP Association National Conference and Awards
Ceremony, with speakers include Damogratic Sen. Ron Wyden, Republican Rep. Adrian Smith,
and Small Business Administration Administrator Isabel Guzman * Organization is the national
trade asseciation for companies with employee stock ownership plans {(ESOPs)
Location: Marriott Marguls Washington, DC, 901 Massachusetts dve NW, Washington, DO

Copyright 2021 by Bulletin Intalligencs LLT Reproduction or redistrbubion without permission prohibitad,
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From: Kelly, Stephen D. {OGC) (FBI)

Subject: RE: Do you anticipate sending the draft BWC policy...
To: Dunham, Timothy M. (CID) (FBI)
Sent: June 21, 2021 10:49 AM (UTC-04:00)
Got it.
Let me check in wit] b5 -1,2
| I b6 -1
b7C -1
I'will let you know what they say.
Stephen
" : b7E -3
On Jun 21, 2021 10:38 AM, "Dunham, Timothy M. (CID) (FBI) wrote:
Stephen,
Thanks again for all of the work on this.
b5 -1,2
b6 -1
b7C -1
As far as edits
Tim
From: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI) b7E -3
Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 9:48 AM
To: Dunham, Timothy M. (CID) (FB|
Subject: Do you anticipate sending the draft BWC policy...
b5 -1,2
Thanks and will talk tomorrow.
Stephen
PS |
| | b5 -1,2

Stephen D. Kelly
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Chief, Operational Law Section
Office of the General Counsel
Federal Bureau of Investigation

b7E -3
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From: McCarthy, Dawn L. (OGC) (FBI)
Subject: RE: Draft FBI Policy: Use of BWCs by FBI Special Agents

To: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI); Bessee, Cecilia O. (OGC) (FBI); McNally, Richard (OGC) (FBIi | b6 -1
b7C -1
[ |
Cc: Prest, Erin M. (OGC) (FBI); Browning, Dawn Marie (OGC) (FBI] |
McCarthy, Dawn L. (OGC) (FBI)| |
Sent: June 21, 2021 3:35 PM (UTC-04:00]
Thanks Stephen — Please see NSCLB’s comments:
b5 -1,2
b7E -27
Thanks! DLM
From: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI | b6 -1
Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2021 3:09 PM z;g '2
To: Bessee, Cecilia O. (OGC) (FBI]| McNally, Richard (0GC) (B | McCarthy,

Dawn L (0GC) (FB1)|

Cc: Prest, Erin M. (OGC) (FBI Browning, Dawn Marie (OGC) (FB

Subject: Draft FBT Policy: Use of BWCs by FBI Special Agents

All -
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Please find attached CID's latest proposed draft policy for use of BWCs by SAs.

As many of you know, the DAG recently directed the the FBI (and other Dol LE agencies) issue a policy within

30 days for use of BWCs by our Special Agents. | |5 -1,2
b6 -1
b7C -1
b7E -27

Thanks in advance for everyone's input, and feel free to touch base with me if you have questions as you are
reviewing.

Stephen

Stephen D. Kelly

Chief, Operational Law Section
Office of the General Counsel
Federal Bureau of Investigation

b7E -3

FBI (22-cv-00149)-5544



From;
Subject:
To:

Cc:
Sent:

Attached:

Stephen,

Attached is a first draft

Keilv, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI)

Cs by FBI Special Agents

b6 -1
b7C -1
b7E -3

June 21, 2021 5:41 PM (UTC-04:00)

DOJBW CAddendun#2.docx

took a look and contributed as well.

Let me know what else you need.

Confidentiality Statement: This message is transmitted to you by the Office of the General Counsel of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. The message, along with any attachments, may be confidential and legally privileged. If you are not the
tntended vecipient of this message, please destray it prompily without further reteniion ordissepination funless otherwise

requived by lawj. Please nofify the sender of the errov by a separate e-mail ov by colling

From: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI)

Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 10:04

To

Subject: Re: Draft FBI Policy: Use of BWCs by FBI Special Agents

Thank you.

Stephen D. Kelly

Chief, Operational Law Section
Office of the General Counsel
Federal Bureau of Investigation

b6 -1
b7C -1
b7E -3

From:

Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 10:03 AM
To: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI|

cq

Subject: Re: Draft FBI Policy: Use of BWCs by FBI Special Agents

Sure
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On Jun 21, 2021 9:34 AM, "Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI)'| frote: b5 -1,2

Thanks bé -1
b7C -1
b7E -3

Let me know if you have questions.
Thank you.

Stephen

Stephen D. Kelly

Chief, Operational Law Section

Office of the General Counsel
Federal Bureau of Investigation

b7E -3
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" b6 -1
From b7C -1
Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 8:18 AM b7E -3
To: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI) |
cq
Subject: RE: Draft FBI Policy: Use of BWCs by FBI Special Agents
Good morning Stephen,
| do not have any comments,
From: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI igc‘fl
Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2021 3:09 PM BTE -3

To: Bessee, Cecilia Q. (OGC) (FBI l\/IcNaIIv. Richard (OGC) (EBI| ]
Dawn L. (OGC) (FB
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b6e -1

b7C -1
b7E -3

Cc: Prect Erin M (OGC)Y (ER] IRrowning Dawn Marie (OGC) (|:|3|

Subject: Draft FBI Policy: Use of BWCs by FBI Special Agents

All -

Please find attached CID's latest proposed draft policy for use of BWCs by SAs.

As many of you know, the DAG recently directed the the FBI (and other Dol LE agencies) issue a policy within

30 days for use of BWCs by our Special Agents. b5 -1,2
b6 -1
b7C -1
b7E -27

Thanks in advance for everyone's input, and feel free to touch base with me if you have questions as you are

reviewing.

Stephen

Stephen D. Kelly

Chief, Operational Law Section

Office of the General Counsel

Federal Bureau of Investigation
b7E -3
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From: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI)

Subject: Free for a call?
To: | (RPO) (FBI)
Sent: June 22, 2021 10:07 AM (UTC-04:00)

| wanted to check in on the BWC draft, as | have a few questions for you.

I’'m free after 10:45.

Just let me know what works for you.
Stephen

Stephen D. Kelly

Chief, Operational Law Section

Office of the General Counsel
Federal Bureau of Investigation

b6 -1
b7C -1
b7E -3
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From: Kelly, Stephen D. {OGC) (FBI)
Subject: RE: Draft FBI Policy: Use of BWCs by FBI Special Agents

To: McCarthy, Dawn L. (OGC) (FBI): Bessee, Cecilia O. (OGC) (FBI): McNally, Richard (OGC) (FBI)l liflc'll
Cc: Prest, Erin M. (OGC) (FBI); Browning, Dawn Marie (OGC) (FBI);
Sent: June 22, 2027 1026 AM (UTC-04.00)

Thanks, Dawn.

Couple of quick questions/responses below in red. Also, my email did not include an attachment with edits. Did you
intend to send an edited document?

Please let me know your thoughts.

Stephen

From: McCarthy, Dawn L. (OGC) (FBI)| | b6 -1
Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 3:35 PM b7C -1
To: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI) | Bessee, Cecilia 0. (OGC) (FBI] IMcNally, b7E -3

Richard (OGC) (FBI

Cc: Prest, Erin M. {OGC) (FBI]| [Browning, Dawn Marie (OGC) (FBI]

|McCarthy, Dawn L. (OGC) (FBI

Subject: RE: Draft FBI Policy: Use of BWCs by FBI Special Agents

Thanks Stephen — Please see NSCLB’s comments:

b5 -1,2
b7E -27
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b5 -1,2
b7E =27
Thanks! DLM
From: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI)| | b6 -1
Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2021 3;09 PM ];;; ‘;
To: Bessee, Cecilia Q_(OGC) (EBI| McNally. Richard (0GC) (EBIl | McCarthy

Dawn L. (OGC) (FBI

Cc: Prest, Erin M. (OGC) (FBI Browning, Dawn Marie (OGC) (FBI

Subject: Draft FBI Policy: Use of BWCs by FBI Special Agents

All -

Please find attached CID's latest proposed draft policy for use of BWCs by SAs.

As many of you know, the DAG recently directed the the FBI {and other DoJ LE agencies) issue a policy within

30 days for use of BWCs by our Special Agents. bi '1'2
b -—
b7C -1
b7E -27

FBI (22-cv-00149)-5555



b5 -1,2
b7E -27

Thanks in advance for everyone's input, and feel free to touch base with me if you have questions as you are

reviewing.
Stephen

Stephen D. Kelly

Chief, Operational Law Section
Office of the General Counsel
Federal Bureau of Investigation

b7E -3
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From:

Subject: RE: Body Worn Camera Questions for the Director
To: Feinberg, Matthew A. (CD) (FBI)
Cc: Dunham, Timothy M. (CID) (FBI); | b6 -1
Sent: June 22, 2021 10:30 AM (UTC-04:00) b7Cc -1
Matt —
Is there specific language you would like me to review? | think may be working on this document as we speak. 22 :i ’2
b7C -1
| have attached that response in case it’s helpful, and just let me know how | can be of help.
Thanks.
Stephen
From: Feinberg, Matthew A. (CD) (FB b5 -1,2
Sent: Tuesday, June 22, 2021 10:17 AM b6 -1
To: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FB | b7C -1
Cc: Dunham, Timothy M. (CID) (FBI b7E -3
Subject: FW: Body Worn Camera Questions for the Director
Stephen,
Quick guestion on the last bulletl H
Matthew A. Feinberg
Section Chief, Global Counterintelligence Section
Federal Bureau of Investigation
From zgc-il
Sent: Tuesdayv lune 22 2021 9-30 AM
b7E -3
To , ) Dimos,
Nicholas (FFD) (FB| |
cqd Feinberg, Matthew A. (CD) (FBI)
patterson, Ambrosia Marie (FFD) (FBI)
Subject: RE: Body Worn Camera Questions for the Director
. b5 -1
Hi b6 -1
b7C -1
Thanks,
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Fro b6 -1

Sepnt: Tuesdav, June 22,2021 7:57 AM b7C -1
To Dimos, b7E -3
Nicholas (FFD) (FBI] |
o Feinberg, Matthew A. (CD) (FBI)
Subject: RE: Body Worn Camera Questions for the Director
b5 -1
Good morning and all, b6 -1
b7C -3
| began a shared document here to draft responses by noon today
Manf thanksf
From zsc_ll
.T_z?t: Monday, June 21, 2021 6:34 PM b7E -3
Dimos, Nicholas (FFD) (FBI)
Subject: Body Worn Camera Questions for the Director
Importance: High
Hi all,
The Director is testifying on Wednesday before the Senate Appropriations Committee. We received the
guestions below that Senator Shaheen will ask the Director on Body Worn Cameras. | apologize for the short
notice but can you help me get responses for these by noon tomorrow?
Thanks!!
b6 -1
b7C -1

Body Worn Cameras

How many task force officers participating on FBI task forces currently wear body worn
cameras? The FY 2022 budget request asks for $6.2 million to equip the FBI’s task force officers
with body worn cameras—how many officers would this funding level cover?

What is the expected cost this year — FY 2021 — on the body worn camera program for both task
force officers and FBI agents?

What is the plan for the FBI to fully roll out body worn cameras for all of its task forces? If all

task forces require the use of body worn cameras, what is the estimated cost to the FBI? Does
the Department of Justice plan to provide any assistance for this effort?
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Given that the FBI is an investigatory agency, a different role than state and local officers who
are out on patrol, how are issues encountered as part of task force operations like encountering
juveniles or crime victims or the privacy of witnesses during interviews going to be handled as
part of this body worn camera program?
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From: | |RPO)(FBI) e o1

Subject: RE: Free for a call?
To: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI)
Sent: June 22, 2021 11:25 AM (UTC-04:00)

Attached: Use of Body Worn Cameras by FBI Special Agents PG Draft 06.17 - Copy.docx,
Use of Body Worn Cameras by FBI Special Agents PG Draft
06.17_Reorganized.docx

Good morning Stephen,

Are you available at 1:30pm?

b5 -1
Fve had a chance to review and reorganize the PG to make it more consistent with our policies. | also b6 -1
added a basic roles and responsibilities section to complete the nolicy suide format.| b7C -1
Poffer two versions — the first version is a clean, reorganizaed version; the second version is the version
sant {ast week with my commants/recommendations throughout,
Thank you,
From: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI] | b6 -1
Sent: Tuesday, June 22, 2021 10:07 AM b7c -1
b7E -3
To| |

Subject: FreeTor a call?

| wanted to check in on the BWC draft, as | have a few questions for you.
I’'m free after 10:45.

Just let me know what works for you.

Stephen

Stephen D. Kelly

Chief, Operational Law Section

Office of the General Counsel
Federal Bureau of Investigation
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