


Pandemic.

The Wall Street Journal (7711, Cooper, Siddigui, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that
many Americans aged 18 to 29 are not getting vaccinated against COVID-19, which is hindering
sefforts to achieve herd immunity. Thelr hesitance is one of the main reasons why President Biden

- missed hig goal of giving 70% of adults at least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine by July 4.

Meanwhile, Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson (R}, on ABC's This Week  {7/11, 2.25M),
Cdiscussed the surge in coronavirus cases in his state. Hutchinson said, "Cne of the things you see
from the data is that early on in the pandemic the average age of hospitalizations was 64. That has
dropped ten vears down to 54, The reason is the elderly population got vawinated. Theyre :
reducing the numbers going to the hospital. [t's the age group between 30 and 54 that is coming
i, that have not becorne vaccinated. So that hospitalization rate has increased. What do we do :
Fabout It? We're working very hard to go fo that population through the employers, through trusted
- advisers such as clinics, making sure they have the information and overcoming the hesitancy or
‘the simply we're putting it off approach. I've started community conversations, going to cities. Il

' be in six cities next week in Arkansas talking about what are the concerns, what are the
community ideas as to how we can do this better in terms of increasing that population and their
Lvaccination rate.”

Fox News Hosts Continue To Reject Federal Vaccination Campaign.

' The Mew York Times {7/11, AL, Hsu, 20.6M) reports that while Fox News Chalrman Rupert
Murdoch “received a dose of a Covid-19 vaccine” as early as December 2020, a different message
Shas been a repeated refrain on the prime-time shows hosted by Tucker Carlson and Laura 5
ingraham on Mr, Murdoch's Fox News Channel — a massage at odds with the recommendations of |
health exparts, even as the virus’s Delta variant and other mutations fuel outbreaks in areas
where vaccination rates are below the national average.” Carison and Ingraham “have said on the |
L air that the vaccines could be dangerous; that people are justified in refusing them; and that public
guthorities have overstepped in their attempts to deliver them.” Thelr shows have "helped cement
vaccine skepticism in the conservative mainstream, even as the Biden Administration’s campaign :
o inoculate the public is running into resistance in many parts of the country”

Rep. Adam Kinzinger {(R-1L), on ONN's State Of The Union (7711, 463K}, discussed
 President Biden's call for door-to-door outreach for vaccinations. Kinzinger said, “What President
Biden said and maybe he could have said it slightly different was, we're willing to come to your
house to give you the vaccing. At no point was anybody saying they're going to break down your
door and jam g vacoine in your arm despite vour protest. This is cutrage politics that is being
fplaved by my party and it's going to get Americans killed, ... My party has been hijacked. ... If
you're a Republican voter do not listen to Mariorie Tavior Greene. The vaccine is safe, COVID is
real. Get vaccinated.”

%Adams Looks To Err On The Side Of Caution With Pandemic Rules.

New York City Democratic mayoral candidate Eric Adams, on GNN's State Of The Unign (7711,

L 484K, discussed what he would consider for local pandernic rules. Adams said, VI believe that we
should err on the side of being cautious. Clearly coronavirus is a formidable opponent, It is
changing every day. Thare’s a lof that we don’t know. But we should spread facts and not fear. ;
‘Let's let the science dictate the policy. We have amazing scientists hera in this country, Allow tham
‘to dictate the policy we should carry out for health, but I'm in complete support. T still wear my ‘
mask from time o time when I'm in crowded settings and whatever we can do to ensure that we
fdon't repeat the pandemic experience that we had, we should lean into that.”

: Blogmberg (7710, 3.57M) reports Adams “said he'd recommend that vacdnated residents

L also wear masks in public indoor settings given the spread of the delta variant,” which “accounts
for 26% of New York City's cases.” The city's delta average “is about half the percentags
cnationally.”

Missouri Struggling To Contain Growing COVID Surge. :
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ABC World News Tonight (7/13, 6:40 p.m. BT, story 4, Davis, 5. 1M} reported that Missouri's
‘Mercy Springfield Hospital is struggling to contain the latest COVID surge, and it is the “starkest
example of the Delta variant’s increasing threat.” The hospital Is “opening @ sixth COVID ward for
éthe first fime in the pandemic.”

United Airlines CEO Says Leisure Demand Has Completely Recovered.

United Airlines CED Scott Kirby, on OBS Fage The Nation {7/11, 1.67M), discussed the
resurmnption in demand for travel. Kirby sald, “We see 2 huge desire for peopie to get back out,
reunite with friends and family and connact with the world, and that leisure demand is more than
L 1009% recovered. ... Business demand is still off 60%. Of course, a lot of international borders are
§si’.EEE closed, S¢ we're back to 100%, but wa're certainly headed in the right direction. ... T don't
think anything will be normal on the other side of this, bul we expect that business demand is
‘really going to pick up in September as most schools are badk in. A lot of peaple are back in
‘offices, bub we don't think it really recovers in full until 2023, Europe, we expect to be as soon as
‘the borders are open. ... Asia is probably another 18 to 24 months away. [U's going to take a little
fonger o get Asia”

Much Of Biden’s Agenda Hangs In The Balance As Senators Return To Washington.

The Wall Street Journal (7711, Duehren, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports the fate of much
‘of President Biden's agenda is hanging in the balance as senators return o Washington this week
Hollowing a two-week recess. The Hill (7711, Carney, 5.68M) says Democrats “are entering crunch
e as they try o move past months of haggling to an intense few weeks of summer legislating :
§that will determine whether their top priority stalis out or if they achiave one of the party’s biggest |
Hegisiative victories since passing Obamalare more than a decade age.” Ahead of @ scheduled :
| August recess, Democrats “are vowing to pass two measures: a bipartisan infrastructure bill, if it
sticks together, with 80 or more Senate votes; and a budget resolution that includes instructions
for passing another bill under reconciitation that allows them to bypass a GOP filibuster for a party-
Hine, multitriifion-dollar infrastructure package.” In a letter to his caucus last week, Senate :
Majority Leader Schumer wrote, "My intention for this work period is for the Senate to consider
‘both the bipartisan infrastructure legislation and a budget resclution with reconciliation
Hinstructions, which is the first step for passing legislation through the reconciiiation process.”

Biden Order Seeks To Increase Competition, But Some Research Sees Less Cause For
. Concern About Consolidation.

14

[ The Wall Street Journal (7711, Hilsenrath, Subscription Publication, 8.41M} reports President Biden’
‘exacutive order aimad at increasing competition as some sectors of the economy are consolidating
Hinto & few companies is based on acadernic research which show that the economy has become ‘
Hess competitive amid this consolidation. However, the Journal cites other research that has found
fess reason to be alarmed shout consolidation,

éYeIIen Says COVID Variants Could Derail Global Economic Recovery.

The New York Times (7/11, Rappeport, 20.6M} reports Treasury Secretary Yelien "said on Sunday
‘that she was concerned that coronavirus variants could derail the global economic recovery and
fealled for an urgent push to deploy vaccines more rapidly around the world.” In comments “at the
conclusion of a gathering of the finance ministers of the Group of 20 nations,” Yellen sald, "We are
Cvery concerned about the Delta variant and other variants that couid emerge and threaten
recovery. ... We are a connected giohal economy. What happens in any part of the world affects

' alt other countries.” While “many cities and countries have started to declare victory against the
pandernic, easing restrictions and returning to normal life,” Yellen “warned that the public heaith

L crisis was not over.”

§WPost Analysis: FEMA Denial Of Disaster Aid To Black Families Due To Informal Land
: Transfers.
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ina nearly 4,200-word article, the Washington Post (7/11, 10.52M} reports President Biden “has
Linstructed FEMA to prioritize gettmg help to... 1oe often overiooked’ communities,” but “more than
L a third of Black-owned tand in the South is passed down informally, rather than through deeds and
wills, according to land usa experts,” which the Department of Agriculture “has found. is ‘the :
Heading cause of Black involuntary land Inss.” The Post says the absence of formal deeds means
Cfamilies are cut off from federal loans and grants, including from FEMAL” The Post adds that its ‘
sanalysis has found FEMA nationally “denies requests for help from about 2 percent of applicants for
disaster aid because of title issues,” but in majority-Black counties “the rate is twice as high,” and
in parts of the Deep South, FEMA has rejected up to 3 quarter of applicants because they can't
document ownership.”

Branson Concludes Flight That Sets Stage For Space Tourism.

A nearty 2,200-word New York Times {7711, Chang, 20.6M) article reports that Virgin Galactic
founder Richard Branson on Sunday “at last fulfilled & dream that took decades to realize: He can
now call himself an astronaut.” The Times says that a "small rocket plane.. .carried him and five

' other people to the edge of space and back,” a flight that “reinforces the hopes of space

' enthusiasts that routine travel to the final frontier may scon be available to private citizens, not :
Hiust the professional astronauts of NASA and other space agencies, Ancther billionaire with his own
rocket company ~ Jeff Bezos, the founder of Amazon ~ has plans to make a similar jaunt 1o the :
‘edge of space in ning davc i

bEEEEQnasre Bsansan bmught trc tcuusm = step cicser £G ieaiaty, even as he beat “his §
exceedingly richer rival Joff Bezos” to space. According to the AP, the plane “reached an sititude of
{535 miles (86 kilometers) over the New Mexico desert - enough o experience three 1o four
- mHnutes of welghtiessness and witness the curvature of the Earth ~ and then glided back home to a
runway landing.” The AP adds the brief trip “was a splashy and unabashediy commﬂrciai olug for
Virgin Galackic, which plans to start taking paving customers on joyrides next year.’ :
On the CBS Weekend News {7/11, 6:01 p.m. BT, story 1, Barnett, 230K}, Mark Strassmann |
Csald that with Branson's flight “the emerging market of space tourism has a aenuine SUDOBES 5
Cstory.” On its website, CNN (7/11, Wattles, 89.21M) also labels Branson's flight as “a landmark

- moment” for the commerdial space ndustry which “has for vears been seeking to make suborbital
'space tourism (@ relatively simpie straight-up-and-down flight, as opposed to orbiting the Farth for |
onger periods} a viabie business with the aim of allowing thousands of people to experience the :
‘adrenaline rush and sweeping views of our home planet that such flights can offer.” According to
FONB, Viegin Galactic “plans to conduct just one more test flight before it will begin fiving pavying ‘
customars, More than 600 people have reserved tickets priced at $200,000 to $250,000 so far. The
company is expected to reopen ticket sales soon, though at a higher price point.”
However, Reyters (7/11, Gorman) reports Branson "has said he aims ultimately to lower the
Fprice to arcund $40,000 per seat as the COMPAany ramps up service, achieving greater economises
Lof scale.” On ABC World News Tonight {7713, 6:32 p.m, ET, stcsy 1, Davis, 5.1M), Gic Benitez
portrayed Branson's company as “hoping to open space up for all.”

The Washington Post (7711, 10.52M) reports that with "Bezos” Blue Qrigin and Elon Musk's
SpaceX” among several companies developing “spacecraft designed to allow private citizens, and
not just NASA trained military fighter pilots and scientists, to earn the title of "astronaut,’ Virgin :
 Galactic "seemed intent on making it clear that this was not a traditional NASA launch. Instead of a |
stole countdown, there was a party-like atmosphere along the tarmacg, a scene as much a :
spectacle as a space launch that even included a musical guest, Khalid, who debuted a new song
Lduring a performance here. The company’s live broadcast of the flight was hosted by comedian
‘and late-night host Stephen Colbert, and Musk was on hand to watch Branson and the crew take
Coff”

: On NBC Nightly News {(7/1%, 6:48 p.m. ET, story 1, Snow, 3.15M), Tom Costelle reported
Bezos “seemnaed to concede the win writing, "can’t wait to join the club.” Costelic added Bezos’ Blug
Origin Mis st waiting for FAA approval but hoping to Rt off from west Texas in nine days, Sources
Csay that FAA approval could come early this week.” A Wall Street Journal (7/11, Maidenberyg, ‘
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éCameron, Subecription Publication, 8.41M) article headlined ™Richard Branson’s Virgin Galactic
: Flight Opens Door To Space Tourism” provides similar coverage.

' NYTimes Analysis: Biden’s Speeches Can Get Lost In Minutiae Instead Of Reaching

: Oratorical Heights.

‘In an analysis, the New York Times (7/11, Shear, 20.6M) reports as President Biden "travels the
Fcountry pitching his plan for spending trillions of dollars to reshape the American economy, he i
facing a rhetorical reality that has long plagued many of his predecessors: There is a vast
difference between explaining and inspiring, and Mr. Biden... often strugglies to reach the potential
‘oraterical heighis of the office he holds. ” While the White House “is perfectly fine with Mr. Biden's
Fability to turn down the political heat in Washington after four years of chaotic governance,” Biden
Cean semetimes get lost in the minutiae.” The Times says when Biden “starts a speech, what can
seem like high-stakes drama to those inside the Washington Beltway often feels like the stuff of

| PBS documentaries to the rest of the courtry.”

: Death Toll In Florida Building Collapse Reaches 90 As Officials Say Search Efforts To

: Conclude Within Weeks. :
CThe AR (7711, Frisaro, Calvan) reports Miami-Dade County Mayor Daniella Levine Cava on Sunday
said 90 deaths have now been confirmed in last month's collapse of the 12-story Champlain ‘
fTowers South in Surfside, up from 86 a day before. Among them are 71 bodies that have been
Lidentified, and their families have been notified, she said. Some 31 people remain listed as

- missing.” The AP adds Miami-Dade Fire Chief Alan Cominsky “sald it was uncertain when recovery

' operations would be completed because it remains hard to know when the final body would be
Hfound,” but he “said it might now be as few as two weeks, based on the current pace of work.”
‘Meanwhite, the AP (7/11, Calvan) reports in another article about how the experience is affecting
those rescuers “who responded to past tragedies,” who "say the crews in Surfside will carry on
Lwith the same commitment and care, even though authorities this past week officially gave up on
finding any survivors.”

§Amid Heat Wave, Firefighters Combat Blazes In California, Arizona, Oregon.

§The AR {7711, Weber) reports firefighters confronted “searing weather” on Sunday as they
“struggled o contain a Northern California wildfire that continued to grow. . and forcad the
temporary closure of 8 major highway, one of several large blares burning across the U.S. West
‘amid ancther heat wave that shattered records and strained power grids.” The AP says California
Lofficlals "asked gl residents to reduce power consumption...after a major wiidfire in southern :
Oregon knocked out interstate power lines.” According to the AP, the Bootleg Fire has “exploded to
F224 square miles (580 m;uarp kKilometers) as it raced through heavy timber in Oregon's Fremont-
L Winema Naf;cmaﬁ Forest,” even as California’s Margest wildfire of the yvear,” the Beciowourth ‘
Compiex Fire, “was raging near the border with Nevada.” The AP adds that in Arizona, the Natssnai
Transportation Safety Board is investigating after “a smali plane crashed Saturday” while ;
Fsurveying the Mlightning-caused” Cedar Basin Fire, "killing both crew members on board.” :
: On ARC World News Tonight (7711, 837 pom, BT, story 3, Davig, 5.1M), Will Carr reported
fthe wildfires are being “fueled by the life-threatening heat and that mega drought that’s drained ‘
‘water resources across the region.” Carr added 29 million people are “suffering under the latest
record-breaking heat wave, Temperatures in Las Vegas this weskend soaring to 117 degrees, the
highest ever recorded there.” According to Carr, “Sclentists say we are witnessing the effects of
climate change.” 7

Meanwhile, Lilia Luciano reported on the GRS Weekeand News (7711, 5:04 pom. ET, story 2,
fBarnett, 230K) that Washington and Oregon have issued “new emergency orders mandating :
' access to shade, water and drinks for anyone working outdoors after an Oregon farm worker died, |
| Also distressing farmers, the heat torching their crops.” Luciano added, “The longer this heat wave |
{asts, the more damage it will do to future crops. Mot to mention, the droughts it is prolonging and
the fires it is fueling.” :
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In CPAC Speech Trump Lashes Out At Biden, Big Tech, The Press, The “Radical Left.”

§Acta<>n Lenference Sunday, former P!esaaient D@naﬁd Trump Taccus ed big tech ormpanies of
skewing the votes in the 2020 election through censorship and he chided the press for stating that
Lthere is no widespread evidence of voter fraud. He accused the ‘radical left’ of cheating and called
the 2020 election ‘s disgrace to our nation.” Trump said, "We are truly being scorned and
disrespected all over the world. Never forget that the radical left is not the majority in this
country. We are the majority and it's not even close.” TN says “there was no issue more
dominant at the CPAC gathering in Dalias than Trump’s false claim that the 2020 election was
fraudulent, even though there is no evidence of widespread voting fraud in last year's contest.”

: The Dallas Morning News {7711, 772K says Trump "vowed that once Republicans take back
Congress in the 2022 midterms.” Trump said, "We will take back that glorious White House that
'sits 80 majestically in our nation's capital.” Trump alse "needied President Joe Biden for going
sseniie and Big Tech as overbearing losers.” The Morning News says Trump “spent the day
Cdownplaying the Jan, 6 attack.” In appearance on Fox News' Sunday Morning Futures {7/11)
pefore his speech, Trump said, “There was such love at that rally. You had over a million people
there. They were there for one reason. . We had a corrupt election. We had a rigged election. We
‘had a stolen election.” Trump described the rally as “a lovefest. ... They were peacefil] people.

' These were great peopla.”

: The HEl (7711, Sehnell, 5.69M) reports Trump and Flonda Gov. Ron Debantis (R} Ned CRACs
‘straw poll for the 2024 GOP presidential nominge. Trump held a commanding lead, with 70 percent
L of those who responded o the survey saying they would vota for him in the Republican primary if
it were held today. DeSantis came in second with 21 percent. ... Sen. Rand Paul {R-Ky.), former
U8, Ambassador to the United Nations Nikki Haley, Sen. Ted Cruz {R-Texas), Fox News host
fTucker Carison, South Dakota Gov. Kristl Neem (R} and former Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
(R all received 1 percent in the poll that included Trump.”

Dovie MoManus writes in the Los Angeles Times (7711, 3.37Minearly “two-thirds of GOP
voters told polisters in one recent survey that they're stilf convinced the election was stolern — a

' number that hasn't changed much since November.” McManus says this “fantasy hasn't stayed
Lalive on its own; Trump has spent much of his time since leaving office stoking his claims and
Cwarning Republican politicians that he will torpedo their careers if they don't back him up.”
McManus argues, "This isn't & harmiess exercise in political puffery; it deepens the polarization of
American politics and weakens demccrauy ”

SECNS O Saps Siden I8 Tlanfursd™ Qng I8 o The DRallas Morning News

(?fm, 72K reports for conservatives gathered in Dallas over the weekend, "the balief that
fPresident Joe Biden has slid into dementia is an article of faith, like patriotism and the sanchity of
ife.” Rep. Ronny Jackson {(R), who served as physician to three presidents, said, “He's confused,
he's lost, he's disoriented, he stares off into space, he shuffies when he walks, he doesn't know :
‘where he's at or what he's doing. ... The White House used to be a symbol of power and influsnce.
FAnd now, literally every day it's more and more looking like an assisted living facility. It's true.”
lackson on Saturday Moined a CPAC panel titled "Who's the boss, where's my applesauce?’ aimed

L at exploring Biden's purportedly tenuous grasp on his own administration and, perhaps, reality.”

%Texas Republicans Advance Voting Legislation.

make votmg harder in a state that ahecedy hds some of the nation’s tcughest restrictions aftes
hundreds spoke against the proposals.” Republicans signaled their intention “to advance a new
Felection bill - which would prohilit 24-hour polling places, ban drop boxes and stop drive-thru
voting - this weekend, with a first major vote on the propoesals expected this week.” The AP says
the timealine is "pushing some Democratic lawmakers toward calling for a second walkout o again
sstop the restrictions from moving forward like they did in May when they broke quorum.”
: The New York Times (7711, 20.6M) says following “marathon weekend hearings,” the hill
cleared “kKey committees in the House and Senate” despite “ferce opposition from Democrats.” |
Democrats on both panels “united in opposition to the bills and prepared for further combat on the
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Hfloors of the Senate and the House. Beverly Powell, a state senator from the Fort Worth suburbs
Lwho voted against the bill in committee, said Senate Democrats were planning "many’
Lamendments during the floor debate and might try 1o introduce an alternative bill”

The Dallas Morning News (7711, 772K) reports in an appearance on Fox News Sunday, Texas
‘Gov. Greg Abbett (R} “pushed back at anchor Chris Wallace's question that the elections legisiation
‘could make it harder for some Texans to vote by banning 24-hour and drive-through veoting, which
proved popular in Harris County last election.” Wallace asked, "If 24-hour voting worked, why not
foontinue 7?7 Abbott said, “One thing we want to make sure we have is integrity in the baliot box
‘system and we need to have poll watchers and monitors and, candidly, it's hard even for a county
‘0 get paople to be watching the polls 24 hours a day.” Abbott also “sald drive-thru voting viclates
‘the sanctity of the baliot box.” He said, "You go into the baliot box alone and no one is there
Cwatching over your shoulder. ... And to allow other people to pile into a car with you, it will atter
that,” The Washington Post {7711, 10.52M) reports Abbott “also defended issues to be covered in
the Texas legislature's special session, after Wallace noted that no bills related to the state's power
‘grid made it to the session despite worries that the grid, which falled in Feltwuary, could shut down
‘once again during the summer.” The Hill (7711, Choi, 5.69M} provides similar coverage of Abbiott’s
Cinterview. :

New York AG’s Cuomo Probe Has “"Paralyzed” State’s Democratic Apparatus.

' state Attorney General Letitia James (D), "who has been investigating a portfolio of allegations
‘against” Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) since March. James “has retained private attorneys who have
Hinterviewed several women who accused Cuomo of harassment, as well as top staff said to be
faware of his alleged misconduct, But little more is known about the probe, and James has made
glear there Is no clock in her office counting down the months, weeks or days remaining in her
Linguiry,” Politico says that “uncertainty has paralyzed much of New York's Democratic political
‘apparatus.” Meanwhile, the “FBI and the U.S. attorney’s office in Brooklyn have been looking into
Cuomo’s coronavirus task force and how it handled nursing homes early on in the pandemic.”

Research Into Previous Viruses Offer Glimpse Into Challenges In Finding Origins Of
: Pandemic, Experts Say.

iThe Wall Street Journal (7711, AL, Marcus, Subscription Publication, 8 41M) reports that bat

gxperts say research on the origin of severe acuie respiratory syndrome, or SARS, and ¢ther
viruses exemplifies the challenges facing those trying to determine the origin of the novel
coronavirus that causes COVID-19.

Fosun To Sell COVID Vaccine Doses To TSMC, Others For Taiwan Inoculations.

Bloomberg (7711, 3.57M) reports that on Friday, Fosun Pharma signed g contract for sale of the
 BioNTech vaccine with TSMC, Hon Hat and Zuellig Pharma. Fosun is permitted to market the ‘
' BioNTech vacoine in the greater China regions inciuding Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan, and buyers
“then donate the doses to medical institutions in Talwan for {ocal inoculations.” The Wall Strest :
Hlournal {7711, Wang, Deng, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports Fosun and BioNTech
announcad the agreement is for 10 million doses,

permission to Foxeonn biilionaire Terry Gou and Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Co Mo
negotiate on its behalf for the vaccines, which would be donated to Taiwan's government for :
- distribution.” Fosun said “the shots would be sold to TSMC and Gou's charity foundation via Fosun's
‘Hong Kong subsidiary and @ Talwanese medical firm.” :

EU Vaccination Campaign Not Focusing On Undocumented Immigrants.

§The Washington Post (7711, 10.52M) examines the EU vacoination campaign, which seaks o ;
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Soutpace the highly infectious delta variant,” but ongoing efforts “face a major gap: undocumented
Himmigrants,” Pew Research Center data suggests 4.8 million unauthorized immigrants “lived in 32
Furopean countries as of 2017,” and studies "show they are more vulnerable to the coronavirus ‘
than European popuiations at large.”

UK PM To Urge Vigilance As England Lifts COVID-19 Restrictions.

Blogmberg (7711, Ashion, 3.57M) reports, “Prime Minister Boris Johnson will warn people to :
remain vigilant a3 he prepares to Hft virtually all remaining coronavirus restrictions in England. " On
‘Monday, he Tis widely expected to confirm that mandatory curbs will end as planned on July 19, 5
Hincluding the legal reguirement to wear masks in indoor settings.” However, he'll “warn that the
unlocking will drive a new surge in cases and that people must "all take responsibility” in the

L coming weeks to help keep infections at 2 manageable level, his office said in an emailed
statement.” Reuters (7/11, Pitas) reports, “lohnson's office says the green Hght to 1ift restrictions
fdepends on meeting four tests: enough people getting vaccinated, vaccnes reducing
‘hospitalizations and deaths, hospitais being free from pressure and variants not posing too great a
risk. " Politico Furope {7/11, Honevoombe-Foster, 15K) aiso covers the story.

§Japan Announces New Restrictions Ahead Of The Olympics.

 (BS Weekend Naws (7711, story 9, Barnett, 1.61M) reported that Japan “has imposed a state of |
ermnergency due to rising COVID cases” ahead of the Summer Olympics. The forthcoming ban on
‘alcoholic beverage sales is leading to pushback from Japan’s dining industry, which "says it is being
Funfair Ey qmgiﬂd out as tim government str uggie to contain anothm COVID surge.”
Wiser THe Sumamer (Npmpies Are 8o Longes Qbout The Athietes.  Michael Wise argues
Hin the Waghmatcn Pos t (“’ill 10, 52M) that the 2021 Summer OEvmpms should have been g
‘celebration of the global athietic community, but the decision to continue hosting the event amidst
the pandemic reflects the power of corporate greed. Wise adds that if the International Oiymiplc ‘
Committes cared about the athletes, then the organization would have canceled or postponed the
Levent until it could be safely held in Japan, where an estimated 18 percent of the popuiation is fully |
vaccination and 83 percent of its residents have cailed for a postponement, :

Indian Heath Officials Warn Of Potential Third Surge.

The New York Times (7/11, Mashal, Kumar, 20.6M) examines the uneven local responses to
Indias springtime COVID surge, and Indian health officials are “warning of a third wave of
Linfections when the second has at best only leveled off.” India “continues to report tens of ;
thousands of new infections and close to 1,000 deaths each day, numbers that are aimost certainiy
Lan undercounting,” and only an estimated 5 percent of its ditizens are fully vaccinated 5

%WSJournaI: Administration Should Continue To Recognize Captive Nations Week.

Tn an editorial, the Wall Street Journal (7/11, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) says that they are
toid that White House aides are considering the idea of changing the annual prociamation of

' Captive Nations Week to "Free and Open Societies Week.” The Iournal says that while the issus
‘may seem semantic, language matters when confronting authoritarian regimes.

§Thousands Of Protesters Take To The Street In Cuba.

éABC World News Tonight {7711, 6:44 pom. ET, story 7, Davis, 5.1M) reported, “Now,
extracrdinary images coming in from Cuba, Protests against the Communist government in
‘several areas throughout the istand natic:n Thou‘canda dememtrating again‘ct focd and fusl

protests “rarely seen,” and people are “expressing fi ustratmn over pdndemsc restrictions, the pace
Cof COVID-19 vaccinations and what they said was government neglect.” President Miguel Diaz- :
Canel, “whe also heads the Communist Party, blamed the United States for the unrest in a
nationally televised speech on Sunday afternoon.”

: The Washingion Post (7711, Facli, 10.52M) says Cuba “erupted in its largest-scale
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demonstrations in decades on Sunday as thousands of people chanting “freedom’ and “yes, we can’
took to the streets from Havana to Santiago de Cuba in @ major new challenge to an authoritarian
Lgovernment struggling to cope with increasingly severe blackouts, food shortages and a spiking
‘coronavirus cutbreak.” The protests “spoke to the power of social media, as wall as discontent that
has bubbled to the surface in the worsening pandemic, during which Cuba has already witnessed
‘growing political protests led by artists and musiclans.”

: CNN {7/11, Oppmann, 88.21M) reports that videos “uploaded to social media appeared to
show other protests In a handful of cities and towns across the island, In some of the videos,
people shouted they “weren't afraid” or that they wanted liberty or access to coronavirus
Lvaccines.”

Mary Anastasia Q'Grady, in her column for the Wall Street Journal {(7/11, Subscription
Publication, 8.41M), writes that as the pandemic has swept the island, local medical professionals
Fard civit society groups have begged the government to alfow international aid to reach the people
directly, However, the government refused, and now the orisis “is near cataclysmic proportions.”

Kirby: US “"Not Walking Away” From Afghanistan.

Defense Department Press Secretary John Kirby, on Fox News Sunday {7711, 844K, discussed
the situation in Afghanistan as the US withdraws. Kirby said Afghan security forces “have much
‘more capacity than they've ever had before, much more capabiiity and they've got an air force, a
fvery capable air force helping defend thelr troops on the ground, They've got very sophisticated
‘spacial forces who have been in the fight and they are brave fighters. ... It's their right and

' responsibiiity now to defend their citizens and thelr country.” He added, “We're gaoing to continue
 to support them from a financial perspective, logistical perspective, and certainiy aircraft
Cmaintenance. We're not walking away from this relationship.”

Similarly, Sen. Eack Reed {3-R1}, Chabtrman of the Senate Armed Services Committee, on

| NRBCs Meet The Press {7711, & ‘%41‘4;, said, “The purpose that we went into Afghanistan for was
o degrade and disrupt Al Gaeda, to limit thelr ability to project attacks outside of Afghanistan, To
‘& great degree we've done that. The job is not over. This is not a closure. This is a transition. We
‘have to maintain continual involvement both with the Afghan government by supporting them
financiatly, also providing the Kind of technical assistance they need for their air force, and other
‘elements, but | think the President was presented with a bad series of choices.” Politico {7/11,
Hooper, 6. 73?\4} repcrtq that Reﬂd said, “T ’rhink the pi’@‘%id?ﬂt made a difﬁcuﬁi’ but ’fi":@ best of

thotd.”
However, Rep. Adam Kinzinger (R-IL), on CNN's State Of The Union {7711, 463K), said, "I
think if Afghanistan, as it unfortunately appears is going to happen, if the government collapses
Kabul falls, we see the horrible pictures, we see the rise of the Taliban again, and we see safe 5
Chaven for terrorists to train, we might realize that Afghanistan, though not fun for us, and that was
'3 g sacrifice, was certainty worth not having that be a safe haven. I hope I'm wrong, but we :
' might see that.” On NBQs Mest The Press (7711, 2.84M), Kinzinger said, "1 do think it's guite
Hikely we're going to have to sither, when we return to Afghanistan, bacause of the existential
‘threat to us or our allies, reoccupy Bagram, or we may have to bomb it if there's some kind of an

L air mission,”

S &N 8 v ¥ N ever & - W8 e S i
AfgHan Sorcay Clafin To Sgpaf Qsxauei Oy Tashar Srovingiad Cenler, Reuters (77113

reports that Afghan security fcrrcas, backed by air strikes, “repellad an assault by Taliban fighters
‘on the provincial centra of & Key northern province bOE'dGE ing Tajikistan on Sunday, officals said.”
‘Abdullah Garlug, the governor of Takhar province, said, "The enemy’s offensive attacks were
‘repelled, and they suffered heavy and unprecedented casualiies, as a result of which 55 enemy
soldiers were killed and 20 were wounded.” Reuters “could not independently confirm his account.”
Briefly, ABC World News Topiaht  {(7/11, 6:44 pan. ET, story 8, Davis, 5 1M) reported, "Now to
FAfghanistan, as the last American troops plan to leave. The Taliban daiming control of at least 85
‘percent of the country, Civillans battling the Taliban as they push for control in the northeast
‘portion of the country.”
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US Warns China Against Attacking Philippine Forces.

§armee:i f@rce* iy the S}Quth China Sea would tragger a2 1951 U. 5. ~-Philippings mutuai defense treaty: .
Secretary of State Blinken "made the cormment in a written statement marking the fifth
Lanniversary of a ruling by an arbitration tribunai repudiating China’s vast territorial daims in the
‘South China Sea.” Blinken, “referring to the rejection by former President Donaid Trump's
‘adrministration of China’s claims to offshore resources in most of the South China Sea,” said, “The
United States reaffirms its July 13, 2020 policy regarding maritime claims in the South China Sea.
L. We aiso reaffirm that an armed attack on Philippine armed forces, public vessels, or aircraft in
the South Ching Sea would invoke U8, mutual defense commitments under Article IV of the 1951
LS. ~Phi§ippin@9 Mutual Defenqe Tr@a’fy ”

§obiigataons umjer internaticnal iaw, ceass its pmvamtwe behava@r, and take step* t0 regssureg the
Hinternational cormmunity that it s committed to the rules-based maritime order that respeds the
rights of gl countries, big and small.”

§Analysis: Slowing Chinese Economic Recovery Underscores Limits Of Global Rebound.

, 2.57M)y examines the People’s Bank of China’s dedision to “"cut the amount of
' cash most banka must hold in reserve in order o boost lending” because forthcoming data Yis
expected to show growth eased in the second quarter to 8% from the record gain of 18.3% in the
first quarter.” While the Chinese economy “was always expected to descend from the heights hit
fduring its initial rebound and as last year's low base effect washes cut,” economists "say the
softening has come sooner than expectad, and could now ripple across the world.”

v N$8 -

: ANATHFSIR CHinars Craoluomws G Sifonairay Reffeols Sng OF Teohnafogy Soom
' Bloomberg (7710, Schmidt, Liy, Feng, 3.57M) examines the latest Chinese regulatory crackdowns
Lon domestic technology companies, and the banning of Didi Global's ride-hailing application is
Sdelivering thelr iatest hammer biow 1o an entreprenaurial elite that once seemed destined to :
challenge [Mark] Zuckerberg and his U.S. peers at the top of the world's wealth rankings. ” Chinese
sarguments behind the regulatory changes “include concerns about anticompetitive behavior inthe
tech industry, risks to finandial stability from lightly regulated lending platforms and the rapid
pro!iferati@n of sensitive personai information in the hands of larges corporations.”

CHing Congdamag §F Ovay Connmareg Dgpartmaent Qisoliisting Sacistany The Hill
(7711, Vakil, 5.69M) re port; that the Chinese Ministry of Commaearge said on Sunday it would take
§‘neaessary measures’ in response to the Commerce Department’s announcement on Friday that
the U.S. would add 19 Chinese companies to an economic blacklist over their alleged roles in
human rights abuses and supporting military modernization.” The ministry "said that the :
department’s decision to add these companies was a 'serious breach of international economic and
trade rules’ cdaimed that it was ‘unreasonable supprassion.” 5

Protests Erupt In Thilisi After Journalist’'s Death.

par!aament m Thilisi on Sunday, “demandmg that the ex-Soviet nation’s prime minister resign over
the death of 3 journalist who was attacked and beaten by anti-LGBT protesters.” Cameraman
FAlexander Lashkarava “was found dead in his home by his mother earlier Sunday, according to the
LTV Pirvell channel he worked for.” Bloomberg (7/11, Bedwell, 3,57M) reports Lashkarava “was
‘beaten when anti-LGBTO+ protesters attacked community activists and journalists in the Georgian
‘capital on July §, leading organizers to abandon 3 planned Pride Week march. Lashkarava's death,
reported by police on Sunday, was condemned by the European Union's ambassador to Georgla,
Cart Hartzell”

Pope Makes First Public Appearance Since Surgery.
§ABC World News Tonight (7/1%, 6:44 pom. BT, story 9, Davis, 5.1M) reported Pope Francis
P making his first public appearance since surgery one week ago. Greeting the faithful from his
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hospital baicony. Af the exact time that he usually gives his weekiy blessing from the Vatican.”
FABC (Rulll) added, “Delivering his Sunday blessing from this tenth floor hospitat balcony here in
CRoma, Smiling down on the crowd below, to cheers of 'viva il papa, long live the Pope.” You can
éh@ar their fheers " The C’Eﬁ% Wee‘«keﬁd Nwwf (?f‘il 611 p m. ET, "mry E‘sarnett ‘“BGK)

%Washmqt@n Post {7;11, 10.52&?}, among chers.

Pro-Western Party Leading In Moldovan Elections.

Rewters {7711, Tanas) reports, "Pro-Wastern Moldovan President Maya Sandu’s PAS party was
Heading snap parliamentary elections on Sunday, data from the central election commission
showed, on a piatf@rm of fighting corruption and carrving out reforms. ” With just over 379% of
' ballots counted, “PAS had 42.34% of the vote, while its main rival, Dodon’s Socialists and
Communists blog, had 33.88%, the data showed.”

No Clear Winner In Bulgarian Parliamentary Elections.

Reuters {7711, Teolova) reports the Bulgarian parliamentary elections “falled to produce a dear
‘winner on Sunday, exit polls showed, with the new anti-elite party There Is Such a People
{ITNnarrowly ahead of the centre-right GERB party of former premier Boyko Borissov.” The
country’s “second election since April reflects deep divisions in the Furopean Union's poorast
‘member state over the legacy of Borissov’s decade-long rufe.” Reuters says that "many have ‘
turned to anti-establishment or anti-graft parties in hope of more resolute action against perva%we

L corruption, blaming Borissov.. for turning a blind eye or even supporting powerful oligarchs.”

US Citizen Accused Of Sedition In Jordan Alleges He Was Tortured.

‘The AP {7/11, Laub, Akour) reports that Bassermn Awadallah, a “U.S. citizen and former top aide to
Hlordan's King Abdullah 117 alieges “he was tortured in Jordanian detention and fears for his life, his
(UL S -based lawyer said ‘Sunday, on the eve of a verdict in the high-profile sedition trial linked toa |
rare public rift in the kingdomy's ruling family.” The Tallegations of mistreatment, denied by
Hordanian officials Sunday, were raised just days before Jordan’s king is to become the first Arab
leader to meet with President Joe Biden at the White House on July 19, Jordan is a key Western
Falty inan unstable Middle East.”

Protests Over Zuma’s Jailing In South Africa Spread.

Reuters (7711, Winning) reports that “sporadic violence” gripped Johannesburg on Sunday as
protests over “the jailing of former South African Prasident Jaceb Zuma spread.” President Cyril
Ramaphosa “said on Sunday there was no justification for violence and that it was damaging
Fefforts to rebulid the economy amid the COVID-19 pandemnic.”

Israel To Withhold $180 Million In Tax Revenue From PA Over Stipends To Militants.

Reuters (7/11) reports the Tsrael cabinet said on Sunday it will “withhold $180 million in tax
revenue it collect iast year on behalf of the Palestinian Authority, or about 7% of the PA's iotal tax
revenue, to offset stipends paid to militants and thelr families.” Under a 2018 law, Israel
Ceaiculates each yvear how much it believes the Palestinian Authority has paid in stipends to
militants, and deducts that amount from the taxes € has collected on the Palestiniang’ hehaif i

an Througd Susragacy. The
Washington Post {7/11, Parker, 10.52M) reports that & “decision by qu'dd 5 supreme court ’::»unday
paved the way for same-sex couples to have children through surrogacy, capping a decade-old :
‘legal battle in what activist groups hailed as a major advance for LGBTQ rights in Israsl.” The ccurt
ruled that restrictions “on surrogacy for same-sex couples and single fathers in Israel must be :
Hifted within six months, .. giving authorities time to prepare for the change while making clear that
it is @ definitive one.” :

- . -~
Jsraeff Cowet Rulfey Same-Sex © \‘w‘a\“\ S Lan Nawve O

Egypt, Ethiopia Clash Building Over Nile Water Rights.
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CThe Wall Street Journal (7/10, El-Fekki, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that the clash
hetween Fgypt and Fthiopia over Ethiopia’s dedision to start oparating & dam on a major tributary
Lof the Nile is heating up, highlighting the dependence of the nations on the water from the river,

' The Journa! says that the dispute is one of the world's more significant flashpoints over water

i right.

NYTimes Reporter Chronicles How Tigrayan Guerrillas Recently “"Routed Ethiopia’s
Powerful Army.”

in g more than 2,000-word article titled “How Local Guerrilia Fighters Routed Ethiopia’s Powerful
PArmy,” New York Times (7/11, 20.6M) reporter Daclan Walsh says that since “a simmering feud
between Prime Minister Ably Ahmead and Tigravan leaders, members of a small ethnic minority
‘who had dominated Ethiopia for much of the three previous decades, exploded inte violence” in
November, it “has been largely hidden from view, obscured by communications blackouts and
fgvershadowed by internationst outrage over an escalating humanitarian crisis.” However, Waish
‘was on the ground for “a cascade of Tigrayan victories that cilminated in their retaking the
region’s capital, and alterad the course of the war.” According to Walsh, "We saw how a scrappy
' Tigrayan force overcame one of the largest armies in Africa through force of arms, but also by

' exploiting a wave of popular rage.”

Headlines From Today’s Front Pages.

| Wall Street Journal:

‘ Global Tax Deal Heads Down Perilous Path In Congrass

| Buy. Borrow, Die: How Rich Americans Live Off Their Paper Wealth

| Bat Scientists Warn That The World May Never Know Covid-19 Qriging
Remember Last Year's 7 p.m. Chear? Some New Yorkers Are Still Ab Tt

| Binance Froze When Bitcoin Crashed. Now Users Want Their Money Baglk,

Mew York Times:

‘More Power Lines Ur Reoftop Solar Panels: The Fight Over Energy’s Future
‘How Local Guerrilla Fighters Routed Ethiopia’s Powerful Army

‘Murder Mystery: What Were Colomblan Military Vets Doing In Haiki?

' The Rationing OF A Last-Resort Covid Treatment

' Despite Quthreaks Among Unvacoinated, Fox News Hosts Smear Shots
 Branson Completes Virgin Galactic Flight, Aiming To Open Up. Space Tourism

- Washington Post:

L An American Kingdom

Haitian Arrested As Key Suspect

 Nonprofits Pushed To A Racial Reckoning

Death Valley Closes In On Record-high Heat
Growing Crops — And A Mgovemnent

 On The Fdge Of His Seat, Bransen Hits Fdoe Of Space

Financial Times:

Brussels Targets Aviation Fuel Tax In Drive To Reduce Carbon Emissions
Softhank’s Second Vision Fund Speeds Up Pace Of Investment

' Richard Branson Touches The Edge OFf Space

Story Lineup From Last Night's Network Nows:
CABC: Richard Branson Spaceflight; Potential Denver Shooting, Wildfires; Delta Variant; Halti;

FBI {22-@-&9149)-67 19



Protests In Cuba; Taliban Expands In Afghanistan; Pope Francis Makes Public Appearance 5
CORS: Richard Branson Spaceflight; Wildfires; Delta Variant; Potential Denver Shooting; Haitl; Pope
Francis Makes Public Appearance; Olympics |
§N3€3: Richard Branson Spaceflight; Delia Variant; Haiti

Network TV 41 4 Glance:

Richard Branson Spaceflight ~ @ minutes, 45 seconds
‘Relts Variant Surge - & minutes, 45 seconds

Haitt Grappling With Assassination ~ 4 minutes, 45 seconds
Wildfires In American West - 4 minutes, 45 seconds

' Pope Francis Post-Surgery ~ 3 minutes, 20 seconds
Potential Denver Shooting - 2 minutes, 50 seconds

§Today’s Events In Washington.
: White House:
. President Biden — Maeting with Attorney General Garland and iocal leaders to discuss
éAdenistratEcm's comprehensive strategy te reduce gun crimes.
' Yice Prasident Harris — travaling to Datroit.
U5 Senalte:

¢ Debate on State Depariment Nominee ~ Senate convenes 1o resume consideration of Uzra
Zeva as nominee for Under Secretary of State for Civilian Security, Democracy, and Human
Rights

Location: US Capitol, 3:00 PM

e Senate Foreign Relations Hearing ~ Foreign Relations Committee holds top secret hearing on
rasoiution on Repealing AUMFs - "5.J.Res. 1G: Repeal of the 1991 and 2002 Authorizations for
Use of Military Force as well as Discussion of Recent U8, Military Strikes in Irag and Syria.”

Location: SV(-2172, US Capitol Visitor Centber, &6:00 PM
U5 House:

« House Appropriations Subcommittee Markup Meeting -~ Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education, and Relgted Agencies Subcommittes markup hearing on FY2022 approprigtions bili

iocation: Ravburn House Office Building, Room 23118, 11:00 AM

= House Approprigtions Subcormmities Markup Meeting - Energy and Water Development, and
Refated Agencies Subcommittes markup hearing on FY 2022 appropriations bill

Location: Rayburn House Office Bujiding, Room 2118, 1:00 PM

« House Appropriations Subcommittee Markup Mesting ~ Commerce, lustice, Science, and

Related Agencies Subcommittes markup hearing on FY2022 appropriations hill
Location: Rayvburn House Office Building, Room 2118, 3:00 PM

= House Appropriations Subcommitise Markup Mesting — Transportation, Heousing and Urban
Development, and Related Agencies Subcommittes markup hearing on FY2022 appropriations
il

Location: Rayburn House Office Bujiding, Room 2118, 5:00 PM
General Events:

« Nabional Assodiation of Counties Annual Conference and Expesition — NACo event concludas,
with speakers incduding House Speaker Pelosi and Deputy Secretary of the Treasury Wally
Adeyemao ;

Location: Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center, National Harbor, Maryland, 9:30 AM

s Press Briefing by Press Secretary Psaki 5

Location: White House Press Room, 12:15 PM
« National Academies Workshop on Artificial Intelligence - "Protecting Critical Technologies for
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Mational Security inan Era of Openness and Competition: Workshop on Artificis! Intelligence”
virtual event held by the National Academies of Sclences, Engineering, and Medicing
Committes on Scence, Enginesring, Medicine and Public Policy, Committee on Science,
Technology and Law, and Board on Science, Technology and Economic Policy

Location: Virtual Event, 1:00 PM

¢ Transportation Besearch Beoard Automated Road Symposium ~ TRB Automated Transportation

Symposium virtual event, including keynotes from Secretary of Transportation Butligelg, Sen.
Gzary Peters {D-MI), National Transportation Safety Board Chairman Robert Sumwalt, and
Aurora Innovation CEO Chris Urmson,

Location: Virtual Event

Copyright 2021 by Bulletin Intalligencs LLC Baproduction o nedisivbubion without permission privhibitsg,
Cuntent i drawn from thousands of newspapers, nationalmagazngs, natwnat and hasttelevision programs, radin
droadoasta, socialmedia platforms and additional forms of open-source data, Sources for Bulistin Intelligence
audience-size estimates include Scarborough, GIK MRI comBeare, Nielken, and the Audit Bureay of Circulstion, Data
from and access to third party sociel medio platforms, nchuding bub not iimfted 1o Facchook, Twitter, Inatagram and
athaes, is subjach ba the respacive phatfcrm’s terms ol use: Services that include Factiva cuntent are governed by

custom briefings for coverrment and cornorate leaders. We can be found : b7E -3
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From: | loce) (FBI) b6 -1

Subject: BWC b7c -1
To: Kelly, Stephen D. {OGC) (FBI)

Sent: July 14, 2021 3:05 PM (UTC-04:00)

Hi Stephen,

I'had a call with the CDCAC this afternoon and they asked if there are any updates re: the BWC policy. Itold them
it's probably still very much in the process with you and main Justice but that I'd reach out to you. They also asked

about a BWC survey that someone at the last Director's meeting apparently said was being sent out to the field, but

I'm not familiar with that. Is there any info on either the BWC policy or survey that you have that [ may relay to the

CDCAC? Thanks very much for your help.

b6 -1
b7C -1
b7E -3

Counsel, Field Legal Program
Office of General Counsel
Federal Bureau of Investigation
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From: [ Joco)(Fei)

Subject: FW: Draft FBI Policy: Use of BWCs by FBI Special Agents
To: Kelly, Stephen D. {OGC) (FBI)
Sent: July 15, 2021 7:58 AM (UTC-04:00)
Attached: DOJBW CAddendunm#2.docx

b6 -1
Hi Stephen b7c -1
Did you have a chance to review? Need any additional wording etc?
Thx
From| | be -1
Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 5:41 PM b7C -1
To: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI) | b7E -3
Cc|

Subject: Re: Draft FBI Policy: Use of BWCs by FBI Special Agents

Stephen,

Attached is a first draft took a look and contributed as well. Let me know what else you need.

Confidentiality Statement: This message is transmitted 1o you by the Office of the General Counsel of the Fedeval Bureau of
Investigation. The message, along with any attackunents, may be confidential and legally privileged. Jf you are not the

intended vecipient of this message, please destroy it promptly without further retention or disseminagtion funless otherwise
required by law). Please notify the sender of the ervor by a separate e-mail or by calling

From: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FB
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Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 10:04

To b6 -1
Subject: Re: Draft FBI Policy: Use of BWCs by FBI Special Agents b7C -1
b7E -3
Thank you.
Stephen D. Kelly
Chief, Operational Law Section
Office of the General Counsel
Federal Bureau of Investigation
From b6 -1
Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 10:03 AM f’:’f; :;
To: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI| |
Cc:l |
Subject: Re: Draft FBI Policy: Use of BWCs by FBI Special Agents
Sure
On Jun 21, 2021 9:34 AM, "Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI)' wrote:
Thank
b5 -1,2
b6 -1
b7C -1
Let me know if you have questions.
Thank you.
Stephen
Stephen D. Kelly
Chief, Operational Law Section
Office of the General Counsel
Federal Bureau of Investigation
b6 -1
b7C -1
b7E -3

From
Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 8:18 AM
To: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI

c(lb T
Subject: RE: Draft FBI Policy: Use of BWCs by FBI Special Agents
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Good morning Stephen,

| do not have any comments,
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From: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI|

Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2021 3:03 PM

To: Bessee, Cecilia QLOQGC) (eril

b6 -1
b7C -1
b7E -3

b6 -1
b7C -1

InacNally Richard (0Gey (eRIN

I Mecarthy b7E -3

Dawnl {OGCY(FRI

Cc: Prest, Erin M. (OGC) (FBI)|

|Browning, Dawn Marie (OGC) (FBI

Subject: Draft FBI Policy: Use of BWCs by FBI Special Agents

All -

Please find attached CID's latest proposed draft policy for use of BWCs by SAs.

As many of you know, the DAG recently directed the the FBI (and other Dol LE agencies) issue a policy within

30 davys for use of BWCs bv our Special Agents |

|b5 -1,2

b7E -27
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b5 -1,2
b7E -27

Thanks in advance for everyone's input, and feel free to touch base with me if you have questions as you are

reviewing.
Stephen

Stephen D. Kelly

Chief, Operational Law Section
Office of the General Counsel
Federal Bureau of Investigation

b7E -3
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From: Bulletin Inteligence

Subject: [EXTERNAL EMAIL] - FBI Public Affairs - Director's AM News Briefing Monday, July 19, 2021

To: | b7E -3
Sent: July 19, 2021 5:00 AM (UTC-04:00)

Attached: FBIDirBriefing210719.doc

This morning's Director's AM News Briefing is attached.

Full-text Links: Clicking the hypertext links in our write-ups will take you to the newspapers' original full-
text articles.

Interactive Table of Contents: Clicking a page number on the table of contents page will take you
directly to that story.

Contractual Obligations and Copyright: This copyrighted material is for the internal use of FBI
employees only and, by contract, may not be redistributed without Bulletin Intelligence’s express written
consent.

Contact Information: Please contact us any time a
Use of this email address will automatically result in your message being delivered to everyone involved
with your service, including senior management. Thank you.
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FBI PUBLIC AFFAIRS — DIRECTOR’S AM NEWS BRIEFING

MONDAY, JULY 19, 2021 5:00 AM EDT

White House: Biden Has Confidence In Wray Despite Nassar Probe Report. The Washington Times (7/16,
Mordock, 626K) reports, “White House press secretary Jen Psaki said Friday that President Biden has confidence in” FBI
Director Wray, “even as blunders keep mounting for the embattled bureau. ‘Yes, he has confidence in Christopher Wray,” Ms.
Psaki said at a White House press briefing.” The Times adds, “Ms. Psaki’'s comments come the same week that a scathing
report by the Justice Department’s inspector general laid bare the FBI's embarrassing bungling of its sex-abuse investigation of
former USA Gymnastics doctor Larry Nassar. The report found the FBI failed to respond with the utmost seriousness and
urgency that the allegations deserved and required.’ It also found that officials made ‘numerous and fundamental errors,’
including failing to alert state or local authorities, and did not take steps to mitigate the ongoing threat of Nassar.”

WRETY Detroit (7/16) reports, “The Senate Judiciary Committee will hold a hearing on the FBI's handling of

the Larry Nassar sex abuse case. In a statement, Committee Chairman Senator Dick Durbin says ‘The FBI’s failure in this case
led to more athletes being victimized. This committee has the responsibility of oversight of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.’
He also went on to say the hearing is needed to examine the injustice, and prevent similar tragedies from happening.”

Fox News (7116, Creitz, 23.99M) reports, “The first woman to come forward with accusations of sexual abuse
at the hands of disgraced, and now imprisoned, USA Gymnastics team doctor Larry Nassar told Fox News on Friday that more
girls could’'ve been protected from the physician’s deviancy if not for “multiple errors” made by the FBI as described in an
inspector-general report.” Rachael Denhollander, 36, “now an attorney, told ‘The Story’ that the bureau dropped the ball multiple
times in its investigation of Nassar, and claimed an FBI official ‘wined and dined’ with now-disgraced former USA Gymnastics
chief Stephen Penny Jr. Penny was arrested in 2018 by the Great Smoky Mountains division of the U.S. Marshals and indicted
on charges he hid or destroyed documents relating to Nassar's sexual abuse at the Huntsville, Texas, ranch of Olympics
gymnastics champion Bela Karolyi.”

The indianapols Star (716, Evans, Cook, Phillips, Kwiatkowski, 662K) reports, “The stinging criticism of the FBI's
Indianapolis field office in a report issued Wednesday by the Inspector General of the U.S. Department of Justice leaves more
questions than answers,” and “those who can help explain the roles and motivations of key agents cited in the report — which
found misconduct including lying and ethical breaches in connection with the failure to follow up on 2015 reports about sexual
abuse allegations against longtime USA Gymnastics team doctor Larry Nassar — aren'’t talking.” The Star adds, “The failings by
local FBI agents, including then-Special Agent in Charge W. Jay Abbott, allowed Nassar to continue sexually abusing women
and young girls. The justice department report said at least 70 were molested during the nearly year-long delay in pursuing the
July 2015 allegations. An attorney for 250 Nassar survivors said the number is more than 120.”

In a separate article, the Indlianapalis Star (7/16, Evans, Cook, Kwiatkowski, Bowman, 662K) reports, “The former chief of
the FBI's Indianapolis Division considered applying for the head position of USA Gymnastics after he sat on sexual abuse
allegations against the Indianapolis-based Olympic organization’s longtime team doctor Larry Nassar in 2015.” W. Jay Abbott
“and other senior Indianapolis FBI officials failed to act on those allegations for at least 8 months, and later lied about doing so,
according to a stinging rebuke of the FBI's handling of the case from the Inspector General of the U.S. Department of Justice.
That delay and inaction allowed Nassar to continue to practice and molest at least 100 more young athletes under the guise of
medical treatment, according to an attorney for 250 Nassar survivors.”

Two Men Facing Charges After Plotting To Attack California Democratic Party Headquarters. The
Northern California plotted for months to blow up the state Democratic Party headquarters in Sacramento, according to federal
authorities.” The two individuals “face conspiracy and weapons charges,” and the Times adds that they, according to court
documents, talked about assorted targets via encrypted messaging apps, with the targets “including the Governor’s Mansion as
well as Twitter and Facebook offices.” Documents quoted defendant lan Benjamin Rogers as having told the other man, Jarrod
Copeland, via text, “| want to blow up a democrat building bad.”

The Washinglon Poest (7116, Sonmez, 10.52M) reports that Rogers and Copeland “were ‘prompted by the outcome of the
2020 Presidential election’ and believed their attack would spark a ‘movement,’ according to federal prosecutors, who said the
men were members of a militia group.” The Post paraphrases the indictment as having said that law enforcement confiscated
“five pipe bombs, thousands of rounds of ammunition and ‘between 45 and 50 firearms, including at least three fully-automatic
weapons’ during a January search of Rogers’s home and business.”
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On ABC World Naws Tonight (716, story 8, 1:49, Muir, 5.66M), correspondent Pierre Thomas reported that Rogers and
Copeland “allegedly believed Trump had won the 2020 election. The indictment says text messages from Rogers’ phone reveal
‘his intent to attack Democrats and places associated with Democrats in an effort to ensure that Trump remained in the office.”
Thomas went on to say, “A federal prosecutor says the men remain a threat. Rogers and Copeland are still in custody. Copeland
today pled not guilty.”

Reuters (7/16, Lynch) reports, “Two California men have been indicted on charges they conspired to attack
the Democratic Party headquarters in Sacramento, the state’s capital city, the U.S. Justice Department said on Friday.” Reuters
adds, “According to the unsealed indictment, lan Benjamin Rogers, 45, of Napa and Jarrod Copeland, 37, of Vallejo started
plotting to attack Democratic targets after the 2020 presidential election. They also tried to get support from an anti-government
group to further the cause. The indictment does not name the militia group they contacted, but prosecutors in a different court
filing said Copeland emailed the far-right group Proud Boys, trying to ‘recruit others to join the plot,” and also was a member of a
militia group affiliated with the Three Percenters.”
nearly 50 weapons at his home and shop in California’s wine country, a ‘ThreePercenters’ bumper sticker on his vehicle, a ‘white
privilege card’ at his house, and text messages that led federal prosecutors to charge him with conspiring to firebomb the state
Democratic Party headquarters in Sacramento. His attorney admits his client is in serious trouble, but said Friday that the alleged
plot was nothing more than drunken talk between two buddies inflamed by the defeat of former president Donald Trump.
‘Firebombing your perceived political opponents is illegal and does not nurture the sort of open and vigorous debate that created
and supports our constitutional democracy,’” U.S. Attorney Stephanie Hinds said in announcing the unsealing of an indictment
Thursday in San Francisco federal court.”

USA Today (7/16, Hauck, 12.7M) reports, “The men ‘began planning to attack targets they associated with
Democrats after the 2020 Presidential election and sought support from an anti-government militia group,” federal prosecutors
said. The men ‘“intended to first target the John L. Burton Democratic Headquarters in Sacramento, according to court
documents, and ‘made plans to attack it using incendiary devices.” The men “believed that the attacks would start what they
called a “movement,” the indictment said.”

ONN (7116, Polantz, 89.21M) reports, “Court records citing extensive encrypted messages between Rogers
and Copeland raise the alarm of how the men sought to inspire domestic terrorism toward Democrats — and how their anti-
government motivations may still persist. In January, Rogers had told Copeland, ‘| want to blow up a democrat building bad,” and
Copeland responded in agreement, writing, ‘Plan attack.” The pair discussed ‘war’ after President Joe Biden’s inauguration, the
Justice Department said. They also discussed attacking George Soros, a billionaire donor who supports liberal causes, and
Twitter, which by then had removed Trump from the social media platform. ‘1 hope 45 goes to war if he doesn't | will,” Rogers
allegedly wrote.”

The Los Angales Timas (7/16, Chabria, 3.37M) reports, “Democratic Party Chairman Rusty Hicks called the plot ‘extremely
disturbing’ in a news release, adding, ‘it points to a broader issue of violent extremism that is far too common in today’s political
discourse.”

The Wall Strest Joumnal (716, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) provides similar coverage, as did the GCES Evening News
(7116, story 5, 0:27, O'Donnell, 3.34M) in a brief broadcast.

Among other news outlets reporting are Eay City {CA} News (7/16), the Dally Beast (7/16, Richards, 933K), CNEC (7/16,
Constantino, 7.34M), Newswsek (7/16, Jackson, 2.67M), BuzzFeed News (7/16, Miller), KOVR-TY Sacramento, CA (7/16, 46K),
and KQVR-TY Sacramento, CA (7/16, 46K).

Biden: Social Media Platforms Are “Killing People” By Failing To Censor Vaccine Critics. CNN
(7716, Judd, Vazquez, 89.21M) reports that on Friday, President Biden “said...social media platforms like Facebook are ‘killing
people’ with misinformation surrounding the Covid-19 pandemic as the White House ramps up its rhetoric around false
information on social media regarding the pandemic. ‘They're killing people — | mean they're really, look, the only pandemic we
have is among the unvaccinated,” Biden told reporters as he left the White House for Camp David.” CNN adds, “Meetings
between the Biden administration and Facebook in recent weeks have been ‘tense,” a source familiar with the conversations told
CNN. The source said Biden officials who had taken concerns about vaccine misinformation to Facebook had concluded that the
company was either not ‘taking this very seriously, or they are hiding something, due to what they view as Facebook’s
unwillingness to tackle vaccine misinformation.”

The Naw York Timas (7/16, Kanno-Youngs, Kang, 20.6M) says Biden “unleashed his growing frustration with social
media,” with the outburst capping “weeks of anger in the White House over the dissemination of vaccine disinformation online,
even as the pace of inoculations slows and health officials warn of the rising danger of the Delta variant.”
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According to the Los Angalas Timas (7/16, Megerian, Hupka, 3.37M), “The president’'s remark in answer to a reporter's
question came at the end of a week in which the White House began to push back more strongly against misinformation about
the safety of COVID-19 vaccines, blaming it for some Americans’ unwillingness to get their shots.” The Times adds, “The
resurgence of COVID-19 cases represents a setback for Biden, who staked his presidency on ending the pandemic and
ushering in an economic recovery. The increases are greatest in areas that favored his rival, former President Trump, reflecting
the politicization of the pandemic response in the prior administration, which left many conservatives averse to wearing masks,
social distancing and, ultimately, getting vaccines.” The GBS Evening News (7/16, lead story, 3:20, O'Donnell, 3.34M) explained
that new polls show “a majority of those who haven't been vaccinated believe incorrect information about the shot, and this is
why health officials are concerned.”

In a front-page article, the Washington Fost (7/16, A1, Viser, Lerman, Pager, 10.52M) reports Biden’s comments “marked a
far more combative tone than he had taken previously on the pandemic and came a day after Surgeon General Vivek H. Murthy
issued a broader warning against health misinformation.” Axias (7/16, Sukin, 1.26M) and Ths Hill (7/16, Chalfant, 5.69M) provide
related coverage.

In an appearance on MSNBEC's Morning Jos (716, 822K), US Surgeon General Vivek Murthy said, “I'm very concerned
about the misinformation that's...preventing people from getting vaccinated. ... We know there are two thirds of people
unvaccinated right now who are saying they believe common myths about COVID-19 or think they might be true.” Murthy added,
“We've been in conversation with technology companies.... We believe technology companies have a responsibility to reduce the
spread of misinformation on their platforms. It's not enough to say this might get better in a few years. Right now the
misinformation is harming people’s health. If you run a platform, have a technology company that is somehow inadvertently or
contributing to the spread of misinformation, you have a responsibility to take action to stop it. ... We are seeing people lose their
lives because of misinformation.”

The ¥¥all Street Journal (7/16, Parti, Needleman, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports Facebook spokesman Kevin
McAlister pushed back on the claim, arguing that “the facts show that Facebook is helping save lives. Period.” The company said
earlier on Friday that it had “removed more than 18 million pieces of COVID misinformation, removed accounts that repeatedly
break these rules, and connected more than 2 billion people to reliable information about COVID-19 and COVID vaccines across
our apps.” Reuters (7/16, Bose, Culliford) reports McAlister said the company “will not be distracted by accusations which aren’t
supported by the facts.”

NBG Nightly News (7116, story 2, 2:43, Holt, 4.59M) reported that in addition to Facebook, “YouTube says it’s
taken down more than 800,000 videos, TikTok [took down] 50,000 just late last year.”

CNBG (7116, Rodriguez, 7.34M) reports on its website that Biden “was echoing earlier comments from White
House press secretary Jen Psaki.” Psaki is quoted as saying, “We’re dealing with a life or death issue here and so everybody
has arole to play in making sure there’s accurate information. ... We are regularly making sure social media platforms are aware
of the latest narratives dangerous to public health that we and many other Americans are seeing across all of social and
traditional media.”

However, Fox News (716, Miller, 23.99M) reports Psaki's comments drew criticism from conservatives, who accused the
Administration of colluding with social media to censor speech. Fox News's Peter Doocy asked Psaki ‘how long the
administration has been spying on people’s Facebook profiles,” while Fox News contributor Katie Pavlich tweeted that “Psaki
says the White House has been flagging ‘problematic posts’ on Facebook they believe are misinformation about Wuhan
coronavirus.” Sen. Mike Lee (R-UT) said on Fgx News (7/16, 23.99M) that the Administration’s work with Facebook “looks like a
First Amendment violation.”

In an editorial, The ¥ail Straet Journal (7/16, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) cautioned against the coordination between
the federal government and big tech companies on censorship, pointing to former President Trump’s lawsuits and censorship
during the COVID pandemic.

Bloomberg (7116, Parker, Sink, 3.57M) reports Psaki “said the outreach was no different than when the White
House engaged regularly with news organizations, and called on social media companies to create ‘robust enforcement
strategies’ to combat those providing misinformation.”

CDC Director Warns “Preventable” COVID Cases Among Unvaccinated Americans. The New York Tinas (7/16,
Anthes, Petri, 20.6M) reports, “As the highly contagious Delta variant of the coronavirus fuels outbreaks in the United States, the
director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention warned on Friday that ‘this is becoming a pandemic of the
unvaccinated.” CDC Director Rochelle Walensky said, “Our biggest concern is that we are going to continue to see preventable
cases, hospitalizations and, sadly, deaths among the unvaccinated.”

GNBO (7116, Mendez, 7.34M) reports, “Deaths from the coronavirus are increasing again as the delta variant

rips through unvaccinated pockets of the country... [Walensky] said Friday.” She explained, “After weeks of declines, seven-day
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average daily deaths have increased by 26% to 211 per day.” Additionally, new cases are “on the rise, with a current seven-day
average of 26,300 cases, according to the CDC...an increase of roughly 70% from the seven-day average last week.” Lastly, “the
seven-day average for hospitalizations is now at 2,790, up about 36% from a week ago after weeks of decline.”

The Washingion Past (7/16, A1, Abutaleb, Sellers, 10.52M) reports on its front page that Walensky said “We are seeing
outbreaks of cases in parts of the country that have low vaccination coverage because unvaccinated people are at risk, and
communities that are fully vaccinated are generally faring well.” She added that 97% of COVID-19 hospitalizations are among the
unvaccinated, as are “virtually all’ deaths.

The AP (7/16, Hollingsworth, Funk) reports that “some hospitals are reporting record or near-record patient volumes.”
However, “even for those that aren’t, this round of the pandemic is proving tougher in some ways, hospital and health officials
said,” since “staff members are worn out, and finding fraveling nurses to boost their ranks can be tough.”

NBG Nightly News (7116, lead story, 3:03, Holt, 4.59M) reporter Miguel Almaguer said, “Amid protests over
vaccine mandates, a handful of states with high case rates are reporting a higher rate of newly vaccinated. But for now, it's not
enough to slow a dangerous and deadly rise, a threat looming larger every day.” He added, ‘the CDC stopped tracking
breakthrough infections unless they resulted in hospitalization, which is rare. But NBC News has heard back from 27 states so
far, and we tallied 66,000 breakthrough cases. That's just a small fraction of the vaccinated.”

ABC World Naws Tonight (7116, lead story, 3:00, Muir, 5.66M) reported, “There is also concern over the
danger this poses to children soon going back to school. Twelve and under have not been vaccinated. And for these rare
breakthrough cases, people testing positive even after they have been fully vaccinated. ... The rate of new vaccinations has now
fallen nearly 85% since mid-April, to the lowest level since January.” Meanwhile, “as the vaccination rate plummets the number of
new COVID cases is spiking up nearly 70% from just last week.” The Y{ashington Fost (7/16, Bump, 10.52M) provides related
coverage.

The Washington Post (7116, 10.52M) editorializes that “as long as the pandemic rages out of control, it can incubate new
variants to pose a threat to everyone.” The Post adds, “Vaccines are the most important exit from the pandemic misery, but
doses are still too scarce.” While the US “has stepped up in sharing vaccines,” the Post concludes “far more must be done to
help stand up vaccine factories and ensure that everyone in the world can be protected. Until that happens, no one is fruly
protected.”

Murthy Joins Biden In Criticizing Social Media Companies For Spread Of Misinformation About COVID Vaccines.
USA Toda (7/18, Brown, 12.7M) reports Surgeon General Murthy “took aim Sunday at social media platforms like
Facebook for perceived inaction on stopping misinformation about COVID-19 and vaccines,” two days after President Biden
“said falsehoods online are ‘killing people.” USA Today says the remarks “more forcefully criticizing media and tech platforms
they argue are endangering the public” comes amid ‘rising coronavirus infections across the country” and the persistence of
‘conspiracy theories about the pandemic,” while The Hill (7/18, Klar, 5.69M) reports the “new pressure from the federal
government’ comes as the Administration “makes a push to encourage reluctant Americans to get COVID-19 vaccines.”

Paltico (7118, Ward, 6.73M) reports Murthy on Fax News Sunday (7/18, 828K) “dismissed the idea that the
Biden administration is looking for a scapegoat and using Facebook misinformation as an excuse for missing its vaccination
goals.” Murthy said, “This is about the health of Americans and the reality is that misinformation is still spreading like wildfire in
our country, aided and abetted by technology platforms.” He continued,” “| have been in dialogue with a number of technology
companies in good faith efforts to express my concerns to them and where they have taken positive steps. And some of them
have, I've acknowledged that, as we should do, but what I've also said very clearly to them, privately and also publicly, is that it's
not enough.”

Likewise, the Surgeon General asserted on A5(’s This Week (7/18, 2.38M), “I've been deeply concerned about the flow of
misinformation across technology platforms and throughout society over the last many months. This is not a new problem, to be
clear. For a doctor, |, for years, sat with patients and worked with them tfo try to untangle the web of misinformation about help
they'd received on social media and other sources. What we're seeing that's different now is the speed and scale with which
misinformation is spreading.” He continued that he has called on technology companies to adopt “greater transparency with the
data they have to share with independent researchers so we can get a better sense how much misinformation is flowing on these
sites and how to address them. The algorithms on these sites which serve up information again and again to people that
sometimes reinforces misinformation are also places where we can ask those companies to make changes.”

In addition, the AF* (7/18, Reeves) reports Murthy on CRN's State Of The Union (7118, 610K) “said...he’s concerned about
what lies ahead with cases of COVID-19 increasing in every state, millions still unvaccinated and a highly contagious virus
variant spreading rapidly,” and “said the worsening situation shows the need to convince more people to get inoculations.” The
AP adds Murthy “said ‘not nearly enough’ progress was being made in the fight against misinformation spread through social
media about COVID-19 and vaccines,” while Rauters (7/18, Schectman, Lynch) reports he “said that social media companies
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have fueled false narratives about the safety and effectiveness of COVID-19 vaccines, echoing...Biden’s comments that social
media companies were ‘killing people.”

The New York Tinss (718, Kang, 20.6M) reports the Surgeon General “also responded to accusations by a Facebook
official who spoke anonymously to CNN, saying the administration was ‘looking for scapegoats for missing their vaccine goals,”
a claim the Times says he “disputed.” Murthy stated, “'ve been very consistent in what I've said to the technology companies.”
He added, “When we see steps that are good, we should acknowledge those.” However, the Surgeon General continued, “I've
also said...that it's not enough. We are still seeing a proliferation of misinformation online.”

Meanwhile, the ¥Washington Fuost (718, Wang, Rowland, 10.52M) reports that with “less than half the country fully
vaccinated and daily inoculation numbers having slowed considerably, administration officials have intensified their warnings to
the public. Vice President Harris on Sunday tweeted: ‘This Delta variant is no joke. Get vaccinated.” The Post adds Harris’ office
on Saturday had “issued a statement saying she and her staff had met with members of the Texas state legislature who last
week tested positive for the coronavirus despite being fully vaccinated — so-called ‘breakthrough cases’ — but it was determined
neither the vice president nor her aides were at risk of exposure,” and “on Sunday, after the White House said Harris was visiting
Walter Reed military hospital for a routine doctor’s appointment, two officials close to the vice president emphasized it was ‘not
covid-related at all’ and didn’t have anything to do with her recent meeting with the Texas Democrats.”

The ¥all Stest Joumal (718, Restuccia, Needleman, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that according to Zignal
Labs Inc, the spread of false information about vaccines has more than doubled on social media platforms over the past three
months. The Journal adds Administration officials said behind-the-scenes talks with Facebook on how to address the
misinformation about vaccines were unproductive, which spurred the President and other officials to adopt more public criticism
of the company.

On ABC World News Tonight (718, lead story, 2:45, Davis, 4.52M), Trevor Ault said that Administration officials “believe
rampant misinformation around COVID is still getting in the way” of widespread vaccination. NIAID Director Fauci: “If we had had
the pushback for vaccines the way we’re seeing on certain media, we probably would still have smallpox.”

Jennifer Rubin writes in the ashinaton Fost (7118, Rubin, 10.52M) when the President said, “They're killing people” in
response to a question “about platforms such as Facebook that amplify scientifically false anti-vaccines claims, and deter people
from getting lifesaving shots” he was correct. Rubin argues that those individuals spreading disinformation, including Sen. Ron
Johnson (R-WI) and other elected officials “are putting people at risk. Not only do these voices discourage vaccination, and
thereby endanger those inclined to follow their advice, they also put children too young to receive the vaccination atrisk. Itis hard
to imagine a more disgraceful way to make money or advance one’s career.”

James Downie writes in his Washingtan Post (7/18, 10.52M) column that given the wide availability of vaccines, the recent
rise of COVID Cases has been “entirely preventable. The backsliding is due in part to Republican politicians and right-wing
commentators who have spread misinformation about the virus, as well as colleagues too scared to confront them.” Downie
says, “Not all vaccine hesitancy is due to red vs. blue politics,” but what “makes vaccine resistance among Republicans different
is that it's being fanned for partisan gain and right-wing media profit. The result will be hundreds and hundreds — if not thousands
— of avoidable deaths.”

Gottlieb: Disinformation About Fertility, DNA Are Most Responsible For Vaccine Hesitancy. Former FDA
Commissioner Scott Gottlieb, on CES Face The Nation (718, 2.4M), said “probably the most pervasive” misinformation
contributing to vaccine hesitancy “is that somehow the vaccine itself is going to have an impact on fertility.” He said that this is
“discouraging a lot of young women from getting vaccinated,” but “what we've seen is COVID infection during pregnancy can be
very dangerous” and “l think every woman who'’s an expectant mom or a prospective mom should be talking to their doctor about
getting vaccinated.” He also criticized misinformation regarding DNA alleging that the vaccines are “going to integrate into your
genome. That's not the case. This is an MRNA vaccine. And what it really is doing is delivering a genetic sequence of MRNA of
the spike protein. ... When the body sees that MRNA, it does one of two things: Either it destroys it or it translates it into the
protein, and then your body develops antibodies against that protein.”

Klobuchar Warns Social Media Companies That Misinformation Justifies Need For Changing Liability Standards.
Sloomberg (718, Yang, 3.57M) reports Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) on s Stats Of The Union (7118, 639K) “said
misinformation on social media about Covid-19 vaccines adds urgency to her call to change liability standards for what is
published on their platforms.” She said, ‘I really appreciate President Biden calling this out.” According to Bloomberg, Klobuchar
also “suggested using antitrust laws to ‘look back and see if they should divest assets so we can get true competition’ with
‘dominant’ social media platforms.”

Portman: While Vaccines Are “Safe” And “Effective,” Administration Should Not Be “Going Door-To-Door And
Mandating It On People.” Sen. Rob Portman (R-OH), on GhiN's State Of The Unien (718, 610K), discussed the partisan gap
in vaccinations. Portman said, “The vaccines are a miracle. It's amazing. By the way, President Trump’s Administration started
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this effort with Operation Warp Speed. It's something we should all celebrate. Vaccines are safe. The vaccines are effective. As
you know, | was in one of the trials. I'm still in the trial. The J&J frial. | got my vaccine early to show my constituents that | trusted
the vaccines, that they were safe and effective. ... | don't think it ought to be something where we’re going door-to-door and
mandating it on people. We ought to be doing a much more effective and massive public media campaign, talking about the
facts, giving people the scientific facts on this.”

Cassidy: Officials Should Not Be “Surprised” That “Citizens Don’t Trust Government.” Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-LA), on
Fox News Sunday (718, 828K), said people should not be “surprised when citizens don’t trust government. When you have
partisan comments coming out of the White House regarding the next Jim Crow laws, people like Senator Schumer and the
White House not cooperating on a bipartisan bill. ... That just doesn’t work, but | would also argue as a position, you need to go
back to your healthcare workers. It shouldn’t be the president advocating. Again, [Biden’s] depicting himself as an tiber partisan.
You need to have your doctor, your nurse, physician’s assistants speaking to the patients they normally care for. ... This is good,
it saves lives. What I'm frying to do, I'm trying to educate. ... You choose either to be vaccinated or accept a higher rate of
unnecessary deaths. That's the way to communicate your position, not through some uber partisan person who asked us to trust
him except when they’re making incredibly partisan statements.”

Cruz: Psaki’s Allegations That Tech Companies Allowing Misinformation To Spread “Strengthened” Trump’s
Lawsuit. Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX), on Fox News' Sunday Moring Fulivss (7/18), said former President Donald Trump “filed a
class action lawsuit against big tech based on the theory that they were engaged in censorship that is unconstitutional, that is
contrary to the first amendment. Now, the challenge his lawsuit faces is the following: The first amendment applies only to
government action. ... The Supreme Court has long recognized a line of cases that when government uses a private company as
a tool, as an arm to implement a government policy, and in this instance when government explicitly asks a private company to
censor the following speech that we disagree with, that private company can be treated as a state actor. ... | wonder if Jen Psaki
is on the payroll of Donald Trump because her press conference strengthened President Trump’s lawsuit against big tech.”

Capitol Riot Cases Being Delayed Due To “Struggle To Manage Huge Amounts Of Video

Evidence.” The Washington Post (7/16, 10.52M) reports, “A struggle to manage huge amounts of video evidence is delaying
hundreds of Jan. 6 Capitol breach cases as many of more than 500 people charged now wait for U.S. prosecutors to produce
records that could help defendants decide whether to face trial or plead guilty.” The government has passed on sizable “blocks of
evidence directly implicating many individual defendants — including pertinent social media posts.” However, while the
government has disclosed “clips of U.S. Capitol surveillance and officer body-camera footage, it has yet to release
comprehensive video of the entire event that might reveal mitigating or exonerating conduct that day, such as whether a person
helped maintain order at other times, or what police or others nearby were doing, prosecutors and defense lawyers have said.”
Party due to this, only roughly 20 suspects out of in excess of 500 charged up to this point have pleaded guilty.

Judge Rebuffs DOJ Request To Disclose Capitol Riot Grand Jury Materials To Contractor.
The Hil (7/16, Castronuovo, 5.69M) reports, “A federal judge on Friday denied a request from the Department of Justice
(DOJ) to share grand jury materials from investigations into the Jan. 6 Capitol riot with a contractor who was hired to organize
them into a database.” US District Court for the District of Columbia Chief Judge Beryl Howell “said in a 54-page memorandum
opinion that the DOJ was incorrect in arguing that employees of Deloitte contracted to work on the project could be considered
‘government personnel,” which would grant them access to the grand jury evidence.” Howell wrote, “Deloitte, a private firm
contracted by the government on a non-exclusive basis, is a private rather than a public governmental entity, and its staff are
employees of the firm rather than the government.” The Hill adds, “Thus, Howell argued that the secrecy provisions pertaining to
grand jury rules do ‘not allow disclosure of grand jury matters to Deloitte and its employees.” Palitica (7/16, Gerstein, Cheney,
6.73M) says Howell's decision “could complicate and drag out the prosecutions” of Capitol riot defendants “by requiring
government personnel to be more involved in aspects of the process of sharing evidence with defense attorneys.”

Two Florida Police Officers Charged In Capitol Siege Probe. The ‘Washington Post (7/16, 10.52M) reports, “A
father and son, who are current and former Florida police officers, and a North Carolina man have been charged with joining
alleged Proud Boys members in the Jan. 6 Capitol riots, according to a new, five co-defendant indictment unsealed in
Washington on Friday.” Kevin “Tito” Tuck, 51, and Nathaniel A. Tuck, 29, “of central Florida were arrested and released on
$25,000 unsecured bond Thursday by a U.S. magistrate judge in Tampa, court records show. Edward George Jr. was also
arrested Thursday and was scheduled to appear in federal court Friday in Raleigh, according to court records.” The charges
“bring the number of off-duty law enforcement officers charged in the Capitol mob to at least 20, and the defendants’ ties to
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several central Florida police agencies highlight the continued pressure on sheriffs and police chiefs nationwide to scrub their
ranks of members with links to white supremacist and far-right armed groups.”

The Hi (7/16, Castronuovo, 5.69M) reports, “According to a superseding indictment unsealed Friday,
authorities have charged 51-year-old Kevin Tuck and his son, 29-year-old Nathaniel Tuck, with multiple crimes, including
obstruction of an official proceeding and disorderly and disruptive conduct. The two were arrested in Tampa, Fla., and were
released on a $25,000 bond Thursday.” The Tucks “were included in the indictment along with Edward George Jr., who was
scheduled to appear in federal court Friday in Raleigh, N.C., as well as previously charged Orlando-area men Arthur Jackman
and Paul Rae. George was also charged with allegedly assaulting a police officer and stealing government property, and along
with Kevin Tuck was charged with entering the Senate chamber. Both George and Nathaniel Tuck were charged with engaging
in civil disorder, according to the indictment.”

The Laily Beast (7/16, Weill, 933K) reports, “A Florida man arrested for allegedly breaking into the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6
and hitting a police officer inside is himself a former cop who joined the Proud Boys while still serving on the force, chat logs tied
to the far-right group reveal.” Nathan Tuck, 29, “was arrested this week in connection with the storming of the Capitol, as was his
father, Kevin. The elder Tuck was a police officer with the Windermere, Florida, police department until he resigned after his
arrest on Thursday. Nathan Tuck, meanwhile, served as a police officer in Apopka, Florida, until September 2020. Following his
arrest, the Apopka Police Department released a statement noting that Tuck was not on the force during the Capitol riot. The
younger Tuck was, however, a police officer when he filed an application to join the Proud Boys, according to chat logs reviewed
by The Daily Beast.”

Arizona Man Charged In Capitol Siege Probe. The 3ait Lake {JT) Tribune (7/16, Schott, 284K) reports, “A man
dressed as Captain Moroni, a figure from the Book of Mormon, who took part in the January 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol was
arrested by federal authorities on Thursday.” The FBI “arrested Nathan Wayne Entriken in Cottonwood, Arizona. According to the
FBI affidavit, he was carrying a ‘wooden dowel with a piece of cloth attached.” ‘The cloth appears to have the following text
handwritten on it: IN MEMORY OF OUR GOD, OUR RELIGION, AND FREEDOM. AND OUR PEACE, OUR WIVES, AND OUR
CHILDREN. ALMA 46:12, the statement of facts continued.” The FBI memo “spends several paragraphs detailing the story of
Captain Moroni who raised armies and ‘his followers executed anyone who rejected to Title of Liberty [the all caps words noted
on the cloth above] or who refused to accept democracy of tyranny.”

The Deseret News {UT} (716, 114K) reports, “Entrekin narrated videos for his mother while he walked around inside the
Capitol and on the grounds outside and also gave videotaped interviews, according to the affidavit. 1 am Captain Moroni. I'm the
William Wallace of the Book of Mormon,” Entrekin said in one interview, according to the affidavit. ‘In the Book of Alma of the
Book of Mormon, a freedom fighter named Captain Moroni fought for his freedom against the King-Men,’ the affidavit said
Entrekin said in interviews.”

The AP (7/16, Billeaud) reports, “Entrekin documented his movements in and outside the building in cellphone videos in
which he addressed his mother, who wasn't at the Capitol, authorities said. While Entrekin claimed that he was herded into the
building by the crowd, the FBI said security video shows Entrekin didn’t appear to be pushed into the Capitol. And when he left
the building and re-entered it, investigators said Entrekin didn’t appear to be pushed forced in against his will, according to court
records.”

The ¥aghinaton Post (7/16, Shepherd, 10.52M) reports, “In videos FBI investigators said they found on Entrekin’s
cellphone, he said he wanted to represent ‘the Mormon element’ at a rally for Trump. The alleged rioter told FBI agents that the
scene at the insurrection had been ‘solemn’ and ‘revered,” according to a criminal complaint filed on Wednesday. Police say
Entrekin told them in the interview that he had entered the federal building but said he did not realize he was not allowed inside,
despite video that showed alarms blaring as he walked in. FBI agents also found videos on Entrekin’s phone that showed him
relaying that police had sprayed tear gas and rubber bullets into the crowd.”

AP Analysis: Disinformation Fueling Fact Inversion Of January 6 Attack. The AP (7/18, Woodward, Long,
Klepper) examines the ongoing campaign by some conservatives to overhaul the public-facing history of the January 6 attack.
The campaign “is rooted in the formula of potent propaganda through the ages: Say it loud, say it often, say it with the heft of
political power behind you, and people will believe,” and the techniques “have been in play at least since World War |, when the
U.S. government roused sentiment for the cause with posters depicting the German soldier as an ape-human with a willowy
American maiden in his clutches.” The AP adds former President Trump has “perfected the art of repetition.”

Attorney General Urged To Reject Rep. Brooks’ Claim In January 6 Lawsuit. In an op-ed for the New York Times
(718, 20.6M) , former Deputy Attorney General Donald Ayer, Danielle Brian, who is executive director of the Project On
Government Oversight, and Norman Eisen, who served as special counsel to the House Judiciary Committee during the first
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Trump impeachment, write of Rep. Eric Swalwell's (D-CA) lawsuit against Rep. Mo Brooks (R-AL) over the latter’s actions on
January 6 that Brooks has asked Attorney General Garland “to certify that his actions on Jan. 6 were those of a government
employee acting within the scope of his employment.” According to the authors, Garland “should emphatically reject Mr. Brooks's
request to make this certification, because our nation deserves a full accounting for those involved in the storming of the Capitol,”
and should “unequivocally reject any notion that a congressman is doing his job when he foments a riot based on lies in order to
sabotage a legitimate national electoral process.”

US Charges Three Florida White Supremacists With Racketeering. WUKT-TY Jacksonville, FL
(7116, Peel, 396K) reports from Jacksonville, Florida, “Three local men in federal court in Jacksonville on Thursday are among 16
Florida men named in a federal indictment, part of a violent gang that goes by ‘Unforgiven.” One of the men is from Jacksonville,
one is from Orange Park and another is from Satsuma. According to the indictment, gang members fried to use corrupt law
enforcement members fo find out about the investigation into the organization. Officials call the group a racketeering enterprise
that's accused of murder, kidnapping, robbery and other violent crimes.” According to WJXT-TV, “News4Jax spoke with Toni
Chrabot who is a retired FBI assistant special agent in charge, now CEO of Risk Confidence Group. ‘They believe in the Aryan

philosophy. They have their own constitution and by-laws but we don’t know exactly what those are,” Chrabot said.”

Alabama Man Jailed For Anthrax Hoax Letters Is Convicted Of Similar Crimes In Louisiana. The AF
(717, McConnaughey) reports, “A 49-year-old Alabama man serving time for sending anthrax hoax letters has been convicted of
sending similar letters from a federal prison in Louisiana.” The AP adds, “The conviction for sending four envelopes of white
powder from the prison in Oakdale to the U.S. Senate in 2016 could add up to 20 years to Clifton Lamar Dodd’s prison time. He
received a total of 15 years and 6 months in two earlier cases. Some of the letters mailed in 2010 and 2011 also were sent from
behind bars.” Dodd “was trying to make trouble for other Oakdale inmates by sending the letters in 2016, according to the U.S.
Attorney’s Office for Louisiana’s western district. A federal jury in Lafayette convicted Dodd on Thursday on four counts of mailing
hoax letters in which talcum powder simulated ‘a biological agent and toxin.”

(7/16, Palacios Perez, 390K) reports, “A Phoenix man on the FBI's Terrorist Watchlist was arrested on Wednesday after he
threatened Arizona Governor Doug Ducey and Secretary of State Katie Hobbs.” KTVK-TV adds, “According to court documents,
on July 1, 26-year-old Laquint Cherry posted on Twitter under an alias account a statement threatening the lives of Ducey and
Hobbs. His message read in part: ‘Doug Ducey, Katie Hobbs wanna join Jesus in heaven? Cherry also included hashtags,
tagging ISIS and the Islamic State. In the post, Cherry included a photo of himself holding a loaded gun with an extended
magazine in his left hand, documents state. The social media company flagged the post, but investigators had to track down the
person behind the alias account.”

Arizona Man Charged With Threatening Governor, Secretary Of State. KTVK-TY Phoenix

Three Men Arrested Near All-Star Game Face Federal Gun Charges. The AP (7/16, Slevin) reports from
Denver, “Three men arrested with more than a dozen weapons and hundreds of rounds of ammunition at a Denver hotel near
the site of Major League Baseball's All-Star Game have been charged with federal firearms crimes, the U.S. Attorney’s Office
said Friday.” The AP adds, “The number of weapons found May 9 near the event and a request by one of the men for a room
with a balcony raised concerns among police of a possible mass shooting but the FBI soon said it had no reason to believe the
arrests were connected to terrorism or that there was a threat to the game. Federal prosecutors reiterated that in announcing that
Richard Platt, Ricardo Rodriguez and Gabriel Rodriguez had each been charged with being a felon in possession of a firearm.
Each has multiple previous felony convictions, according to court documents. Gabriel Rodriguez is also charged with possession
with intent to distribute methamphetamine.”

The Penver Gazetls (7116, Cardi, Mullen) reports, “The city’s downtown detention center confirmed to The Denver Gazette
that agent Greg Johnson picked up Richard Platt, Gabriel Rodriguez and Ricardo Rodriguez Friday morning. Court records
showed initial appearances scheduled for 2 p.m. The fourth suspect, Kanoelehua Serikawa, remained in local custody as of
Friday and she does not currently face federal charges. Her attorney previously told The Gazette she had ‘peripheral
involvement in last week’s operation, and Platt told investigators Serikawa was not involved in the sales of the guns, according to
affidavits prepared by Johnson. According to the affidavits, Platt said he did not have a choice in taking part in the gun sales
because he was in frouble with ‘Rocco,’ a person he named as his drug dealer and frying to make extra money.”

The Washingion Examiner (7/16, Beaman, 888K) reports, “The incident quickly commanded national attention, as some
officials suspected early on that the firearms were part of a plot to kill baseball fans in Denver for the All-Star Game. Some
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speculated the suspects planned a ‘Las Vegas-style shooting’ akin to 64-year-old Stephen Paddock’s murder of concertgoers
from his hotel room in 2017, the Denver Post reported.”

Chinese National Sentenced For Scheme To Buy US Commando Craft. The Washington Times (7/16,
Gertz, 626K) reports, “A Chinese national was sentenced to 3 %2 years in prison on Friday as part of what U.S. officials said was
a plot to illegally export inflatable military boats that are used by special operations commandos to China.” Ge Songtao, 51, of
Nanjing, China, “pleaded guilty in federal court in Florida last fall to charges of conspiracy to submit false export information to
the federal government. Analysts said the case reveals how China’s military has gone through Hong Kong to obtain embargoed
goods.” US District Judge Harvey Schlesinger, “during a hearing in Jacksonville federal court, said Ge intended to reverse-
engineer the special military-grade engines and sell a knock-off version to Beijing’s military. The boats were described in court as
‘maritime raiding craft.”

Prosecutor In Hunter Biden Probe Rejected Moves That Would Have Revealed Investigation

Earlier. Palitico (7/16, Schreckinger, 6.73M) reports, “Last summer, federal officials in Delaware investigating
Hunter Biden faced a dilemma. The probe had reached a point where prosecutors could have sought search warrants and
issued a flurry of grand jury subpoenas. Some officials involved in the case wanted to do just that. Others urged caution. They
advised Delaware’s U.S. Attorney, David Weiss, to avoid taking any actions that could alert the public to the existence of the
case in the middle of a presidential election. ‘To his credit, he listened,’ said a person involved in the discussions, reported here
for the first time. Weiss decided to wait, averting the possibility that the investigation would become a months-long campaign
issue.” Politico adds, “Since taking office, President Joe Biden has left Weiss — a Republican appointed by Donald Trump on the
recommendation of Delaware’s two Democratic senators — in place. That puts him in one of the most sensitive positions in the
Justice Department, deciding how to proceed with an investigation of the president’s son that has proven politically fraught on
several fronts.”

of gunshots outside Nationals Park” on Saturday disrupted the game between the San Diego Padres and Washington Nationals,
“‘unaware, in that moment, that the incident took place on South Capitol Street and there wasn’t an active shooter situation in the
stadium.” the teams “returned Sunday morning to play a baseball game. Fans showed up, too, in small pockets around a park
that fits more than 41,000.” To the Post, “It was normal except that, in the lead-up to first pitch at 1:08 p.m. for the resumption of
a contest that stopped amid nearby gunfire in the sixth inning, all people discussed was their version of the previous night.” On
the GBS Weskend News (718, story 2, 1:48, Duncan, 230K), Kris Van Cleave said that “for the people that were there
[Saturday] it was a very scary experience, myself included. | was in the stands and there was a point in time where you didn’t
know what was going on or if you were in danger.”

On NEC Nightly News (7/18, story 4, 1:14, Snow, 3.43M), Kelly O’'Donnell reported officials “say shots were exchanged
between two cars. Three people were wounded, including a woman passerby, grazed in the chaos.” Likewise, Elizabeth Schulze
reported on ABC Waorld News Tonight (718, story 4, 2:14, Davis, 4.52M) that the suspects “have yet to be identified, and police
say they’re combing through surveillance video and witness accounts as part of this investigation.”

Meanwhile, the ¥yall Strest Joumnal (7/18, Day, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) says that the shooting outside the ballpark
and a separate one that left a six-year-old girl dead this weekend have highlighted the increase in gun crime in DC and in other
US cities. ABL World News Tonight (7/18, story 13, 0:23, Davis, 4.52M) reported in a brief broadcast on the shooting of the child,
who NEC Nightly Nows (7/18, story 5, 0:51, O'Donnell, 3.43M) identified as Nyiah Courtney. Kelly O’'Donnell said the shooting
that also left “her mother and four other adults wounded,” comes amid “a national spike in gun violence.” O’'Donnell added that in
New York City, “gun incidents [are] up 29% over last year,” in Atlanta, “homicides up more than 27%. Philadelphia up 31%, with
299 murders as of this weekend.” O’Donnell continued that President Biden “says the federal government can do more to crack
down on licensed gun dealers who sell illegal weapons.” Biden: “We’ll make sure you can't sell death and mayhem on our
streets. It's an outrage.” O'Donnell added on NEC Nightly News (718, story 6, 0:21, Snow, 3.43M) that the Administration “is
setting up five new strike force teams to deal with illegal gun ftrafficking, and telling state and local officials how they can use
some extra COVID relief funds for crime prevention.”

However, a Washington Fost (718, 10.52M) editorial argues that a recent 2-1 ruling by the Court of Appeals for the 4th
Circuit “has given a thumbs-up to licensed handgun sales for a cohort of individuals, aged 18 to 20, who are vastly more likely to
use them to commit murder than older adults,” and as such “shrugged off public safety concerns and brushed aside the
legislative prerogatives of Congress, which mandated a legal age of 21 to purchase handguns from licensed dealers more than a
half-century ago.” The Post warns, “That act of judicial arrogance, if affirmed on appeal, would likely accelerate the current spike
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in homicides, many of them committed with handguns by individuals under the age of 21. And it comes as Americans are
embarked on a record-setting gun-buying spree, which began during the pandemic and shows no sign of waning.”
Klng Bowser’s Plan To Address Gun Violence In Eastern Anacostia Insufficient. Colbert King writes in the
ashington Pest (718, 10.52M) that Washington, D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser (D) “has come up with a scheme that she calls ‘a
flrst-of-lts-klnd in the nation to deploy a public health approach to gun violence prevention.” Her “Building Blocks DC” program is
“supposed to be aimed where gun violence is regularly happening.” Bowser is “launching her program in several blocks east of
the Anacostia River in Ward 8.” However, King argues, “It may be a hard political truth for City Hall to swallow, but gun violence,
as Nationals Park showed the whole country, is affecting a wider swath of the nation’s capital than just the eastern side of the
Anacostia.” Bowser’s program, which “will concentrate on ‘151 blocks that represent nearly 2% of all blocks in the District, but
were the site of 41% of all gunshot-related crimes’ leaves residents in the rest of the city’s blocks...to cry out, What about us?”

Texas SWAT Team Commander Killed, Four Officers Injured In Standoff With Gunman. The aF (7/16)
reports from Levelland, Texas, “Authorities captured the suspect late Thursday following an hourslong police standoff where one
officer was killed and four others were wounded in a small West Texas city.” Omar Soto-Chavira, 22, “was injured when he was
taken into custody around 11:30 p.m. at a home in Levelland, police Chief Albert Garcia told reporters. The suspect was being
transported to a hospital in Lubbock for treatment, Garcia said. The extent of the suspect’s injuries was not disclosed. Authorities
used robots to enter the home, then deployed gas, which drew Soto-Chivara out of the residence, Lubbock County Sheriff Kelly
Rowe said at the briefing.” The AP adds, “The standoff between the suspect and law enforcement had begun at the home
around 1 p.m. after someone reported a man as possibly armed along the residential street in Levelland, about 30 miles west of
Lubbock.”

GBS News (7716, 5.39M) reports, “Hockley County Sheriff Ray Scifres had said the suspect had a history of
contact with police. He also said Bartlett, leader of the Lubbock County Sheriff’s Office’s SWAT command, was a nine-year

including the FBI were involved in the standoff.”

Ohio Man Charged With COVID-19 Relief Fraud. The Willoughty {OH) News-Herald (7/18, 77K) reports, “A
Chester Township man was indicted by a federal grand jury on charges related to alleged COVID-19 relief fraud.” Robert
Bearden, 49, “faces three counts of wire fraud and one count of theft of government funds in the U.S. District Court for the
Northern District of Ohio. According to the indictment, Bearden is accused of devising a scheme to fraudulently obtain Economic
Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL) guaranteed by the U.S. Small Business Administration under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security (CARES) Act. About $60,000 in loans are identified in the indictment.” The News-Herald adds, “According to
the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Northern District of Ohio, Bearden allegedly carried out the scheme in multiple ways. That
included submitting EIDL applications through the SBA'’s online application portal that contained false information about existing
business and non-existing business.”

US Charges Nursing Home Operators With Selling Bogus Diplomas. The & (7/16, Kunzelman) reports
from College Park, Maryland, “The owners and operators of nursing schools in Virginia and Florida have been charged with
plotting to sell bogus transcripts and diplomas, helping unqualified candidates pass nursing board exams and get health care
jobs, federal authorities said Friday.” The AP adds, “In March 2019, a witness told the FBI that Patrick Nwaokwu, 50, of Laurel,
Maryland, and Musa Bangura, 62, of Manassas, Virginia, were creating illegitimate transcripts and certificates through a nursing
school in Woodbridge, Virginia. After the school was shut down for violating state regulations, Nwaokwu and Bangura continued
selling bogus transcripts and certifications backdated to when it was open, the FBI says. The FBI also investigated allegations
that Nwaokwu and Bangura worked with people in Florida to sell illegitimate degrees for licensed practical nurses and registered
nurses at a second school established by Johanah Napoleon, 45, of Wellington, Florida.”

US Places Restrictions On Several Russian IT Firms. Reulars (7/16) reports the US on Friday “took
a new stab at Russia’s cybersecurity industry, restricting trade with four information technology firms and two other entities over
‘aggressive and harmful’ activities — including digital espionage — that Washington blames on the Russian government.”
According to a Commerce Department posting, the Treasury Department during April sanctioned the six entities, and Reuters
adds that the entities being put on the Commerce Department’'s blacklist implies that US firms “cannot sell to them without
licenses, which are seldom granted.”
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FBI To Consider Upgrading Criminal Background Checks To Prevent Sale Of Guns To Underage,
Out-Of-State. NN (716, Carrega, 89.21M) reports, “The FBI has agreed to consider modifying its criminal

background check system after the Justice Department’s inspector general found the system did not cross check the buyer’s age
with legal requirements of their home state, according to a report released on Thursday.” CNN adds, “Under federal law,
customers are not allowed to buy firearms, specifically arifle or a shotgun, in a jurisdiction that is different from the address listed
on their identification unless the customer’s age is legal in both the state of sale and where the person lives, according to the
report. The findings stem from an Office of Inspector General's audit that was launched, in part, after Colorado lawmakers asked
the agency to probe the National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS), which is used by licensed federal firearms
sellers and other retailers, after an 18-year-old purchased a shotgun in Colorado even though she was a resident in Florida,
which prohibits the sale of firearms to anyone under 21.”

NBG News (7716, Williams, 4.91M) reports, “The FBI must upgrade its system for conducting background
checks on gun buyers fo avoid repeating illegal sales like the one that led hundreds of Colorado schools to close or lock down in
2019, the Justice Department’s inspector general said in a new report.” NBC News adds, “Members of Congress asked Inspector
General Michael Horowitz to conduct a review after an 18-year-old woman from Florida came to the state just before the 20th
anniversary of the deadly school shooting in Columbine. Sol Pais flew to Denver and shortly after arriving bought a 12-gauge
shotgun and ammunition. Alerted by police in Miami that she was obsessed with Columbine and had made threats toward area
schools, authorities in Colorado launched an immediate search, considering her armed and dangerous. Dozens of schools in the
Denver area were closed or locked down. Pais was found the next day, dead of an apparent self-inflicted shotgun wound, police
said.” Also reporting on their websites are KUSA-TY Denver (7/16, Sylte, 738K) and WHF- T West Palm Beach, FL (7/17,
69K).

FBI Expects 7,500 Cases In Oklahoma Next Year In Wake Of McGirt Ruling. The Qiighaman (7116,
Casteel, 205K) reports, “Money to help the federal government and Indian tribes handle the criminal caseload stemming from the
jurisdiction shift in eastern Oklahoma has cleared a key U.S. House committee amid a prediction that the FBI will have to
investigate 7,500 Indian-related cases in the state next fiscal year.” The Oklahoman adds, “The House Appropriations Committee
on Thursday approved $70 million in additional funding for the U.S. Justice Department specifically for the increased caseload
related to the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in McGirt v Oklahoma. A separate bill including $10 million for the Bureau of Indian
Affairs for McGirt-related expenses cleared the committee earlier this month. Both bills, which will now be considered by the full
House, include requests for long-term estimates of McGirt related costs.”
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