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From: (OGC) (FBI) b6 -1
Subject: b7c -1
To: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI); Prest, Erin M. (OGC) (FBI) b5 -2
Sent: August 25, 2021 8:52 PM (UTC-04:00)
Thank you. This is all very confusing.
b5 -1,2
b6 -1
b7C -1
b7E -30
From: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FBI)| | b6 -1
Sent: Wednesday, August 25, 2021 8:16 PM f,;c '3
To: Prest, Erin M. (OGC) (FBI) | E -
b5 -2
Cc |
Subject
FYl.
Stephen
Froml b6 -1
Sent: Wednesday, August 25, 2021 7:10:27 PM f,;c '3
To: Kelly, Stephen D. (OGC) (FB McNally, Richard (OGC) (FBI)| b5E—;
|
Subject
HiStephen,Rkk,and[:::::]
b5 -1,2
b6 -1
b7C -1
b7E -30

Thanks.
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From: Bulletin Inteligence

Subject: [EXTERNAL EMAIL] - FBI Public Affairs - Director's AM News Briefing Thursday, August 26, 2021

To: | | b7E -3
Sent: August 26, 2021 5:00 AM (UTC-04:00)

Attached: FBIDirBriefing210826.doc

This morning's Director's AM News Briefing is attached.

Full-text Links: Clicking the hypertext links in our write-ups will take you to the newspapers' original full-
text articles.

Interactive Table of Contents: Clicking a page number on the table of contents page will take you
directly to that story.

Contractual Obligations and Copyright: This copyrighted material is for the internal use of FBI
employees only and, by contract, may not be redistributed without Bulletin Intelligence’s express written
consent.

Contact Information: Please contact us any time
Use of this email address will automatically result in"'your message being delivered to everyone involved
with your service, including senior management. Thank you.
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FBI PUBLIC AFFAIRS — DIRECTOR’S AM NEWS BRIEFING

THURSDAY, AUGUST 26, 2021 5:00 AM EDT

House Committee Demands Records Over Capitol Insurrection. Reuters (8/25) reports that “the
congressional committee investigating the deadly Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol demanded a range of documents on
Wednesday from American agencies, including communications records from former President Donald Trump’s White House.”
Reuters says “the House of Representatives Select Committee asked for White House communications records on and leading
up to Jan. 6. The panel also requested documents from the departments of Defense, Homeland Security, Interior and Justice,
the FBI, the National Counterterrorism Center and the Office of the Director of National Intelligence.” Chairman Bennie
Thompson (D-MS) “gave the agencies two weeks to produce the materials.”

their inquiry, investigators are looking closely at efforts by the former president to overturn the results of the 2020 election and
any connections he or his administration had to the rioters.” The investigators “are also looking into the potential involvement of
at least one top aide to a Republican member of Congress who helped publicize the ‘Stop the Steal rallies.” The panel “sought
communications among top Trump administration officials about attempts to place politically loyal personnel in senior positions
as Mr. Trump sought to invalidate President Biden’s victory in the run-up to the attack. Investigators are also focused on the
planning, organization and funding of pro-Trump rallies on Jan. 5 and Jan. 6 and other attempts to stop or slow the process of
Mr. Trump handing over the presidency to Mr. Biden.”

seven other agencies, Rep. Bennie G. Thompson (D-Miss.), the committee chairman, signaled that an expansive investigation is
underway, touching not only on what happened Jan. 6 but also on matters such as ‘the former President's knowledge of the
election results and what he communicated to the American people about the election.” Thompson “asked Archivist of the United
States David Ferriero to use his authority under federal regulations to swiftly address the request for records from the Trump
White House.”

Holl Call (8/25, Marquette, 130K) reports, “The panel asked the archives office...for a frove of Trump
administration information, including Trump’s schedule the day his supporters assaulted police and broke into the Capitol. It is
also seeking White House visitor records and information about White House efforts to impede the count of votes in the Electoral
College.” The committee “is seeking information, such as call logs and schedules, of specific people, including former Vice
President Mike Pence, former chief of staff Mark Meadows, former Trump aide Hope Hicks, members of Trump’s family —
including his daughter, Ivanka Trump, and son, Donald Trump Jr. — and members of Congress who communicated with the
telecommunications companies to turn over the phone records of several hundred people, including members of Congress.”

The Wall Strael Journal (8/25, Peterson, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that Trump said in a statement
Wednesday evening, “Unfortunately, this partisan exercise is being performed at the expense of long-standing legal principles of
privilege. Executive privilege will be defended, not just on behalf of my Administration and the Patriots who worked beside me,
but on behalf of the Office of the President of the United States.” NFK (8/25, Grisales, 3.69M) reports, “In a statement, Trump
said: ‘The Leftist “select committee” has further exposed itself as a partisan sham and waste of taxpayer dollars with a request
that's timed to distract Americans from historic and global catastrophes brought on by the failures of Joe Biden and the
Democrats.”

CNN Infarnational (8/25, Cohen, Nobles, Grayer, Wild) reports, “The list of targets is long and varied, ranging
from information about attempts to either carry out or defy Trump’s orders, invoke the insurrection act, martial law or the 25th
Amendment, as well as for communications regarding members of the Trump White House, campaign, January 5 and January 6
rally organizers, and even alleged members of far-right extremist groups such as the Proud Boys and the Oath Keepers.”

Tha Hi (8/25, Beitsch, 5.69M) reports, “The Jan. 6 panel is also seeking White House communications with
other key names in Trump’s orbit, including Roger Stone, Steve Bannon, Michael Flynn, Trump’s onetime attorney Rudy Giuliani
and My Pillow CEO Mike Lindell. The sweeping requests show the committee is focused not just on the events of the day but
placing the riot in the broader context of Trump’s months-long effort to contest the election.”

Politice (8/25, Wu, Swan, 6.73M) reports, “l think it is unlikely that the House committee witch hunt is going to
find any documents or evidence that the FBI could not find,” Stone told POLITICO. ‘I say again: any claim, implication, insinuation
or assertion that | either knew about or had anything to do with the events of January 6 is categorically false and there is no
evidence to the contrary.” Politico adds, “The FBI request relates to the agency’s preparation for the attack and intelligence-
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gathering and communications with the Trump White House. It also asks for records related to election investigations and
communications with individuals including Giuliani, Powell and other supporters of Trump’s push to overturn the election results.”

Newswesk (8/25, Klapper, 2.67M) reports, “Phone logs may be requested from House Republican leader
Kevin McCarthy, who had been in touch with Trump from the Capitol on January 6. McCarthy dismissed the committee’s
investigation again as ‘so political.” When asked if he would turn over his own phone logs from that day, he said, ‘ told the
American public who | talked to that day,’ referring to his television news appearances on January 6.”

The Guardian (UK} (8/25, Yang, 5.53M) reports, “Wednesday’s announcement comes a month after law
enforcement officers delivered harrowing testimonies of their experiences during the 6 January attacks. In July, the Department
of Justice declined to assert executive privilege over some of the testimonies, allowing former officials from the Trump
administration to testify to Congress about Donald Trump’s role in the deadly attacks.”

Among news outlets also reporting are GNEC (8/25, Wilkie, 7.34M), GBS News (8/25, Hudak, 5.39M), ABC Nows (8/25,
Siegel, 2.44M), NBC News (8/25, Edelman, 4.91M), insider (8/25, Panetta, 2.74M), and the Washinglon Times (8/25,
McLaughlin, 626K).

Rep. Pete Aguilar (D-CA) told CNIN's New Diay (8/25, 448K), “We're working off of our work plan. And when we have
something to share and we have something that goes out, the chairman will speak for the committee. | understand that a lot of
folks are interested in this topic and | hope that they share our concern that we need to get to the truth of what happened January
6th. And that means we need to understand the federal agency’s response, we need to understand law enforcement agency’s
response, we need to understand what the President was doing that day.”

Michigan Man Sentenced To Six Years In Plot To Kidnap Michigan Governor. The &F (8/25, Eggert,
White) reports from Grand Rapids, Michigan, “A man upset over state-ordered coronavirus restrictions was sentenced to just
over six years in prison Wednesday for planning to kidnap Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, a significant break that reflected his
quick decision to cooperate and help agents build cases against others.” Ty Garbin “admitted his role in the alleged scheme
weeks after his arrest last fall. He is among six men charged in federal court but the only one to plead guilty so far. It was a key
victory for prosecutors as they try to prove an astonishing plot against the rest. The government, noting Garbin’s exceptional
cooperation, asked U.S. District Judge Robert Jonker to give him credit for helping investigators reinforce their case against his
co-defendants.”

The New Yok Times (8/25, MacFarquhar, 20.6M) reports, “Garbin, 25, an airplane mechanic, was the first defendant to be
sentenced for what prosecutors have described as an extremist plot driven by anger at the governor’s efforts to slow the spread
of the coronavirus. The 14 men arrested in October face charges in federal and state courts in one of the most significant
domestic terrorism plots ever to come to trial in the United States. The defendants, many of them members of an antigovernment
paramilitary group in Michigan called the Wolverine Watchmen, coalesced around protests against Covid-19 lockdown
measures.” Garbin “cooperated extensively with the prosecutors, who called his ‘wide-ranging insider’s view' a significant
contribution to the case. Among other issues, he testified about plans to deploy a homemade explosive device as well as other
illegal weapons.”

The Datroif Fres Press (8/25, 2.16M) reports, “Whitmer elaborated on the impact of’ the kidnapping plot “and hateful
rhetoric more broadly in a victim impact statement, filed recently with a Michigan federal court ahead of the sentencing of the first
person to plead guilty in connection to the purported scheme to take the governor hostage. ‘My gratitude for the brave law
enforcement officers of the Michigan State Police and the FBI is enormous. But even now we have not reached the far shore,’
Whitmer wrote in the statement, portions of which were released Wednesday by a spokesman. ‘Threats continue. | have looked
out my windows and seen large groups of heavily armed people within 30 yards of my home. | have seen myself hung in effigy.
Days ago at a demonstration, there was a sign that called for “burning the witch.” For me, things will never be the same.”

Miive (MY (8/25, Tunison, 828K) reports that Garbin, who has “no previous criminal record, also said he was
seffish for not taking into account the frauma his actions would take on his family.” MLive adds, “Federal prosecutors had
recommended a nine-year prison sentence for Garbin but acknowledged his considerable cooperation with authorities and his
early admission to wrongdoing. Garbin is expected to testify against his federal co-defendants at an Oct. 12 frial in Grand Rapids.
‘He didn’t hold back. He would come right out and say, “We planned to do this and | was a part of it,” Assistant U.S. Attorney Nils
Kessler said.”

NBG News (8/25, Williams, 4.91M) reports that Garbin “expressed a desire to continue to ‘deradicalize’
himself and help prevent others from becoming radicalized and going down the same path. In explaining why he was granting a
shorter sentence than federal guidelines called for, Jonker cited Garbin’s ‘concrete’ actions that showed he was taking
responsibility for his actions. ‘That's what's more impressive to me here, and not just the words of Mr. Garbin that he’s
abandoning this path, but the things he’s done, concrete things he’s done, to demonstrate that he means it.”
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Democratic governor by anti-government extremists who were upset over Whitmer’'s coronavirus restrictions. Six men were
charged in federal court, while others were charged in state court with aiding them.”

Reuters (8/25, Clifford) reports, “In the plea, Garbin said he and co-defendants were a part of a Michigan-
based anti-government militia group known as the Wolverine Watchmen. The six were arrested and charged by federal
authorities last October.” Among other news outlets also reporting are the New York Fost (8/25, Fitz-Gibbon, 7.45M), ABC News
(8125, Jacobo, 2.44M), WENV-TY Detroit (8/25, Ley, Clarke, 568K), ¥¥xi#-T% Grand Rapids, Ml (8/25, 105K), and YWGEA-TY
Green Bay, WI (8/25).

Newsweak (8/25, Strozewski, 2.67M) reports, “The FBI last October said it broke up a scheme to kidnap the

FBI Searches Detroit City Hall Offices, Homes Of Two City Council Members. The A (8/25) reports from
Detroit, “FBI agents on Wednesday searched offices at Defroit City Hall and the homes of two City Council members, just a few
weeks after another councilman was charged in an alleged bribery scheme. Agents and state police were seen at the homes of
Janeé Ayers and Scott Benson. Agents also were seen leaving City Hall with boxes. ‘The citizens of Detroit have a right to a city
government that is free of corruption,” Tim Waters, head of the FBI in Detroit, told reporters outside City Hall. ‘No one is being
charged today. Simply what we're doing today is collecting evidence.”

The Defrait News (8/25, Snell, Rahal, Hunter, 1.16M) reports, “A widening public corruption investigation focused on Detroit
towing operations and bribery allegations emerged Wednesday as FBI agents raided Detroit City Hall and the homes of City
Council members Janeé Ayers and Scott Benson, the latest development in a scandal that has led to charges against
Councilman André Spivey.” According to the News, “The full scope of the investigation was unclear, but FBI agents were focused
on municipal towing operations and accusations city officials received bribes, according to two sources. Federal agents on
Wednesday also searched the homes of several City Council employees, including Ricardo Silva and Carol Banks, chiefs of staff
for Ayers and Benson, respectively, though search warrant documents listing probable cause to search the locations remained
sealed in court and no criminal charges were filed Wednesday.”

The Datrolf Free Fress (8/25, Guillen, Afana, Witsil, 2.16M) reports, “The searches came less than a month after federal
prosecutors charged Councilman Andre Spivey with conspiracy to commit bribery. Spivey’s lawyer said last month that the
councilman has been cooperating with federal authorities for more than a year.” The Free Press adds, “On Wednesday
afternoon, a parade of about 20 FBI agents — many carrying boxes loaded into SUVs — exited city hall. Meanwhile, more agents
searched the homes of Councilman Scott Benson and Councilwoman Janeé Ayers. The FBI also searched the East English
Village home of Benson’s chief of staff, Carol Banks. Despite the dramatic show of force by federal agents, little is known about
what actions council members may have taken to target them in the FBI probe.” The Free Press notes, “The FBI did not visit the
11th floor of city hall, the location of Mayor Mike Duggan’s office, or any other administration office, according to Duggan
spokesman John Roach.”

Fox News (8/25, Colton, 23.99M) reports, “The raids are the largest federal investigation into Defroit city hall
corruption since former Detroit Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick was convicted eight years ago on racketeering conspiracy charges. More
than 100 politicians, union bosses and police officers have been charged with corruption in Michigan’s eastern district since
2008. ‘Clearly, there is a culture of corruption that doesn’t stop at the city line or the county line,” Erik Gordon, a professor at the
University of Michigan’s Ross Business School, told The Detroit News.” Among news outlets also reporting are The Hii (8/25,
5.69M), Newswask (8/25, Hutzler, 2.67M), the Dearbarn (M1 Patch (8/25, Siwicki, 1.44M), the Washinglon Examiner (8/25,
Notheis, 888K), WiV-TV Detroit (8/25, 568K), WDET-FM Detroit (8/25, Newman, 3K), and ¥{.J8K-TY Detroit (8/25, Langton,
381K).

Plea Deal Offered To Virginia Man Accused Of Attacking Police During Capitol Siege. Reylers
(8/25) reports, “Prosecutors have proposed a plea bargain to a Virginia man accused of attacking police with a large stick during
the Jan. 6 U.S. Capitol riot, lawyers for the government and defendant told a court hearing on Wednesday.” Reuters adds,
“Details of the plea deal offered to Jonathan Mellis, 34, of Williamsburg, Virginia, were not disclosed during the public portion of a
status hearing on the case before U.S. District Judge Emmet Sullivan. Mellis faces ten riot-related charges, including assaulting
officers using a dangerous weapon. One or more of the charges are felonies, court records indicate.” According to Reuters,
“Court records also show that Mellis has been detained without bond since his arrest in February. In May, Judge Sullivan denied
a defense request that Mellis be released from custody for a week so he could attend his father’s funeral.”

Secret Service Reportedly Warned Capitol Police About Threats Before Capitol Siege. The Hi
(8/25, Schnell, 5.69M) reports, “The Secret Service warned Capitol Police about threats of violence on Jan. 5, one day before
rioters descended on the Capitol complex and injured a number of officers, according to newly revealed documents.” The Hill
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adds, “One day before the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol, the Secret Service, from the Protective Intelligence Operations Center’s
(PIOC) account, sent an email to a recipient associated with the Capitol Police informing it of a tip sent in by a ‘concerned citizen’
at the Denver Field Office regarding people who were flying to the Washington, D.C., area to ‘attend tomorrow’s rally and ‘incite
violence.”

Appeals Court Upholds Dylann Roof’s Conviction, Death Sentence. The A® (8/25, Kinnard, Lavoie) reports
a three-judge panel of the 4th US Circuit Court of Appeals in Richmond, Virginia on Wednesday unanimously “‘upheld Dylann
Roof's conviction and death sentence for the 2015 racist slayings of nine members of a Black South Carolina congregation,
saying the legal record cannot even capture the ‘full horror’ of what he did.” Rauiers (8/25) reports Roof “argued that he was not
competent to stand trial and represent himself and that the U.S. District Court where he was found guilty abused its discretion.”

The Graenvilie (3C) News (8/25, Gross, 165K) reports, “Roof had appealed his convictions and death sentence in January
2020, arguing he had schizophrenia and suffered from other psychological disorders.” The News adds, “In his appeal, Roof's
attorneys argued that he was wrongly allowed to represent himself during sentencing, a critical phase of his frial. Roof
successfully prevented jurors from hearing evidence about his mental health, ‘under the delusion,’ his attorneys argued, that ‘he
would be rescued from prison by white-nationalists — but only, bizarrely, if he kept his mentalimpairments out of the public
record.”

GBS News (8/25, 5.39M) reports, “The 4th Circuit found that the trial judge did not commit an error when he

found Roof was competent to stand trial, and the panel issued a scathing rebuke of Roof’s crimes. ‘Dylann Roof murdered
African Americans at their church, during their Bible-study and worship. They had welcomed him. He slaughtered them. He did
so with the express intent of terrorizing not just his immediate victims at the historically important Mother Emanuel Church, but as
many similar people as would hear of the mass murder,” the panel wrote in is ruling. ‘No cold record or careful parsing of statutes
and precedents can capture the full horror of what Roof did. His crimes qualify him for the harshest penalty that a just society can
impose,’ the judges wrote.”
Biden Receives Classified Intelligence Briefing On COVID Origins. The Hif (8/25, Samuels,
5.69M) reports President Biden has been briefed “on a classified report on the intelligence community’s investigation into the
origins of COVID-19, the White House said Wednesday.” The intelligence community “this week concluded its 90-day review of
evidence surrounding how the virus originated. Biden was briefed on Tuesday, press secretary Jen Psaki said.” Psaki added, “It
was a classified briefing, so of course that's not information we would provide publicly.” The intelligence community is “preparing
an unclassified summary of its findings, which will be released in the coming days.” Top intelligence officials, including DNI
Haines “have previously acknowledged that it's possible the virus could have originated via a laboratory accident, but they have
cautioned it would be difficult to come to a definitive conclusion.”

GBS News (8/25, Gazis, 5.39M) reports a White House official acknowledged on Wednesday that the
intelligence community “has delivered findings from its 90-day investigation into the origins of COVID-19 to President Biden.” The
official said, “The President was briefed on the classified report. We look forward to having an unclassified summary of key
judgments to share soon.”

The Y¥ashington Examinar (8/25, Dunleavy, 888K) reports that the Administration’s “classified version of an intelligence
community report on the origins of COVID-19 should be declassified, according to” Sen. Marco Rubio (R-FL). Rubio said on
Wednesday that the “American people deserve to know what our government does and does not know about the origins of
COVID-19,” and that the Administration “needs to immediately transmit the classified report to the Senate Select Committee on
Intelligence, and provide a declassified version for the American people.”

ABC Naws (8/25, Pezenik, Salzman, Folmer, 2.44M) also reports.

China Slams US Intelligence Report On COVID Origins. The \Washington Past (8/25, 10.52M) reports that “Beijing
rolled out a multipronged attack on U.S. intelligence agencies on Wednesday after President Biden received a long-anticipated
intelligence report that is reported to be inconclusive about the origins of the novel coronavirus.” Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Wang Wenbin “accused the United States of using coronavirus origin-tracing to suppress other countries, and he
called the report political instead of scientific.” Wang “also pushed back against criticism from U.S. officials that China has
obstructed international efforts to get information about the earliest days of the pandemic.” He said, “The United States says it
lacks information from China. | can tell the United States that this is just an excuse to cover up the failure of its intelligence in
origin tracing.”

Reulers (8/25, Crossley) reports that on Wednesday, “the Chinese embassy in Washington posted the calls
for World Health Organization investigations at Fort Detrick and at the University of North Carolina to its website after it said U.S.
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media had rejected its editorial submissions.” Fu Cong, director-general of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ arms control
department, said during a briefing, “Scapegoating China cannot whitewash the US.”
Fox News (8/25, Aitken, 23.99M) and Newswssk (8/25, 2.67M) also report.

WHO Scientists Warn Window To Gather Evidence In COVID Probes Is Closing. The New Yark Times (8/25, Mueller,
20.6M) reports scientists “studying the origins of the coronavirus for the World Health Organization warned on Wednesday that
the inquiry had ‘stalled’ and that further delays could make it impossible to recover crucial evidence about the beginning of the
pandemic.” They wrote in editorial published in Nature, “The window is rapidly closing on the biological feasibility of conducting
the critical trace-back of people and animals inside and outside China.” As debate about whether SARS-CoV-2 originated in
nature or in a lab continues, “the editorial amounted to a defense of the team’s work and an appeal for follow-up studies.”

The AF (8/25, Cheng) reports “the WHO-recruited experts said the origins investigation is at ‘a critical juncture’ requiring
urgent collaboration but has instead come to a standstill. They noted among other things that Chinese officials are still reluctant
to share some raw data, citing concerns over patient confidentiality.” They “noted among other things that Chinese officials are
still reluctant to share some raw data, citing concerns over patient confidentiality.” The AP says the researchers concluded in
their March analysis of SARS-CoV-2 origins that “the virus probably jumped to humans from animals, and they described the
possibility of a laboratory leak as ‘extremely unlikely.” However, “the WHO experts said their report was intended only as a first
step.”

CNBG (8/26, Lee, 7.34M) reports Singaporean Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan told CNBC’s “Squawk
Box Asia” on Thursday that, “What we need is radical and complete transparency. Without everyone sharing the data and being
able to analyze it critically, it will be almost impossible to really get down to the bottom of this.”

Meanwhile, the Washingion Past (8/25, Diamond, Abutaleb, Achenbach, 10.52M) adds that many of the experts “said the
question of the virus's origin is important to understand, stressing that the lessons would be vital for preventing future
pandemics.” However, “they lamented that the search for an origin has become highly politicized.” In addition, many indicated
‘they were not surprised the report’ the President received from the intelligence community “was inconclusive and remained
skeptical there would ever be a definitive answer.”

Among other news outlets covering the story are the ¥Wall Skreet Jownal (8/25, McKay, Marcus, Subscription Publication,
8.41M) and The Hill (8/25, Choi, 5.69M).

New York Man Sentenced For Anti-Semitic Harassment. The Paarl River (NY Paich (8/25, Taliaferro, 1.44M)
reports from Blauvelt, New York, “A Blauvelt man was sentenced Wednesday to 36 months of imprisonment, followed by three
years of supervised release, for making repeated anti-Semitic death threats to a Jewish resident of Stratford, Connecticut whom
he met through his mom.” Christopher Rascoll, 49, “threatened a woman through text messages, voicemails and Facebook posts
for seven months, prosecutors said. The woman lived in the same housing community as his mother, The Journal News
reported. In text messages and voicemails, from November 2019 through June 2020, Rascoll threatened to murder or seriously
injure the victim. He also threatened to blow up the victim’s house and car, Leonard C Boyle, Acting United States Attorney for
the District of Connecticut, and David Sundberg, Special Agent in Charge of the New Haven Division of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation said in an announcement about the sentence.”

US Charges Tennessee Man In Church Arson Probes. The Washingion Examinar (8/25, Deese, 888K) reports,
“A man from Nashville, Tennessee, was charged with civil rights violations Tuesday following an arrest for allegedly setting fires
to four churches in 2019.” Alan Douglas Fox, 28, “was charged with setting four churches — the Crievewood United Methodist
Church, the Crievewood Baptist Church, the Saint Ignatius of Antioch Catholic Church, and the Priest Lake Community Baptist
Church — on fire in June 2019. Fox intentionally set fire ‘because of the religious character of the churches,’” the criminal
information Fox was charged with alleged, according to a press readout from the Department of Justice.” The Examiner adds,
“Officials who investigated the case include the FBI, the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation, the Metro Nashville Police
Department, and the Nashville Fire Department.”

Long-Suppressed Video Shows Violent Encounter Between Louisiana State Trooper, Black

Motorist. The AR (8/25, Bleiberg, Mustian) reports that “body camera video kept secret for more than two years shows’
Louisiana State Police trooper Jacob Brown, who is white, “pummeling” Aaron Larry Bowman, a black motorist, “18 times with a
flashlight.” The AP says that while Brown has since resigned and now “faces state charges of second-degree battery and
malfeasance in Bowman’s beating,” the State Police “didn’t investigate the attack on Bowman until 536 days after it
occurred...and only did so weeks after Bowman brought a civil lawsuit.” The AP adds that “Bowman’s encounter...came less than
three weeks after froopers from the same embattled agency punched, stunned and dragged another Black motorist, Ronald
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Greene, before he died in police custody on a rural roadside in northeast Louisiana.” And federal prosecutors “are examining
both cases in a widening investigation into police brutality and potential cover-ups involving both troopers and state police brass.”

Ex-Charleston, South Carolina Employee Pleads Guilty To City Contract Kickbacks. The Charisston
{SC} Post and Courler (8/25, Garrison, 299K) reports, “A former project manager with the city of Charleston’s Department of
Housing and Community Development admitted Aug. 25 he accepted kickbacks to steer housing repair contracts to local
builders.” Brian D. Herndon “pleaded guilty to bribery at a hearing in U.S. District Court in Charleston. He admitted in court he
accepted a total of $15,000 in bribes to provide non-public information about city housing projects to Charles Mincey, operator of
Palmettos at Folly.” Herndon “admitted in court he told Mincey how much money to bid on approximately 30 city housing projects
contracted between February 2014 and March 2020. Many of the contracts were for roofing work that was paid for in part by the
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.”

South Dakota Man Faces Federal Bank Fraud Charges. The jitchet {30 Daily Repubsfic (8/25, Dunteman, 36K)
reports that federal prosecutors said on Tuesday that a Glenham, SD man “is facing federal charges of bank fraud after the
Federal Bureau of Investigation says he profited from a loan scheme.” Gabe Outtrim, 42, “made two nominee loans of an
undisclosed amount in the name of an unknowing customer between 2015 and 2019, while serving as the bank manager and
vice-president of CorTrust Bank’s Leola branch.” Outtrim “faces up to 30 years in federal prison, a million dollar fine, five years of
supervised release and up to $200 to the Federal Crime Victims Fund.”

Prosecutors Say Glitch In FBI Software Program Allowed Unauthorized Access To Private Data.
The New York Fest (8/25, Feuerherd, 7.45M) reports, “A computer glitch in a secretive software program used by the FBI
allowed some unauthorized employees to access private data for more than a year, prosecutors revealed in a new court filing.”
According to the Post, “The screw-up in the Palantir program — a software created by a sprawling data analytics company co-
founded by billionaire Peter Thiel — was detailed in a letter by prosecutors in the Manhattan federal court case against accused
hacker Virgil Griffith. Data recovered from Griffith’s Facebook and Twitter accounts, which was obtained through a federal search
warrant in March 2020, was accessed on Palantir for more than a year by at least four FBI employees, all of whom work outside
New York and were not investigating the case, prosecutors wrote.”

Tech CEOs Pledge Action On Cybersecurity At White House Summit. The AR (8/25, Tucker) reports
leaders of top technology companies, including Google, Apple, and Microsoft, have “committed to investing billions of dollars to
strengthen cybersecurity defenses and to train skilled workers, the White House announced Wednesday following President Joe
Biden’s private meeting with” the executives. In public remarks prior to the meeting, Biden called cybersecurity a “core national
security challenge” for the US. Biden said the “reality is most of our critical infrastructure is owned and operated by the private
sector, and the federal government can’t meet this challenge alone.” The AP writes that the “broad cross-section” of participants
underscored how cyberattacks “have cut across virtually all sectors of commerce.”

The Hill (8/25, 5.69M) reports Biden met with officials from “over two dozen groups from a range of fields,
including the leaders of Alphabet, Amazon, Apple, IBM, Microsoft, Bank of America, JPMorgan, Duke Energy, PG&E, Travelers
insurance, and the University of Texas System.”

Reuters (8/25, Shalal) reports the US plans to “work with industry to hammer out new guidelines to improve
the security of the technology supply chain,” as Biden urged the executives to ‘raise the bar on cybersecurity.” Citing the rising
frequency of high-profile ransomware attacks and US efforts to gain Russian cooperation fighting their perpetrators, Biden said,
“We have a lot of work to do.” After the meeting, Amazon “said it would make its cybersecurity training available to the public for
free, and it would give multi-factor authentication devices to some cloud computing customers, starting in October.” IBM also
“said it will train more than 150,000 people in cybersecurity skills over three years and will partner with historically black colleges
and universities to create a more diverse cyber workforce.”

Bloomberg (8/25, Kern, 3.57M) reports the meeting focused “on ransomware, the root causes of malicious
cyber activity, and how to ensure that cybersecurity is baked into technology sold by industry from the start, according to [a]
senior official.” After the meeting with Biden, “several key cabinet secretaries led three breakout sessions with the industry
participants.” The Y¥¥ail Streal Journai (8/25, Volz, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports DHS Secretary Mayorkas and Energy
Secretary Granholm met with executives from water and electric utilities and the banking sector to discuss information sharing
across their sectors, according to Southern Company CEO Tom Fanning.
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FBI Urges More Hate Crime Reporting. KORV-TY Medford, OR (8/25, Ridgie) reports from Medford,
Oregon, “The FBI begins its hate crime awareness campaign for Oregon on September 1. Special Agent in Charge of the
Portland Field Office Kieran Ramsey spoke to Ashland City Council about the initiative.” KDRV-TV adds, “Ashland City
Councilor, Gina DuQuenne is active with social justice groups throughout the Rogue Valley and told Newswatch 12 during the
meeting with SAC Ramsey that she made her own suggestions to get other community members behind the campaign.
DuQuenne suggested the FBI reach out to Jefferson Public Radio about the campaign because of its broad audience. She also
hoped the hate crime awareness campaign would reach Southern Oregon University in Ashland.”

WHBQ-TY Memphis, TN (8/25, 69K) reports from Memphis, Tennessee, “FBI Memphis and the U.S.
Attorney’s Office for the Western District of Tennessee are encouraging the public to report hate crimes, the pair announced
Wednesday. ‘Investigating hate crimes is the highest priority of the FBI's Civil Rights program due to the devastating impact they
have on families and communities,” said Douglas M. Korneski, Special Agent in Charge of the Memphis Field Office of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation. ‘The FBI is committed to protecting the civil rights of all people, and we will aggressively pursue
those who commit criminal offenses based on bias.”

FBI Sending More Agents To Louisville, Kentucky In Crackdown On Violence, Gangs. The HE
(8/25, Vakil, 5.69M) reports, “More FBI agents are being sent to Louisville, Ky., to assist police in tackling gangs and violent
criminals.” The Hill adds, “The additional law enforcement is a part of a larger initiative between the Louisville Metro Police
Department and the FBI called the Safe Streets Task Force aimed at going after violent crime, NBC News reported on Tuesday.
‘Our hope is that these additional resources will help identify, apprehend, and ultimately convict individuals involved in violent
crime around Louisville. Our focus will be on federal violations — such as carjackings, Hobbs Act robberies, and gun related
charges,” Tim Beam of the FBI’s Louisville office told The Hill in a Wednesday email. The Safe Streets Task Force initiative has
allegedly already netted some results. Agents were able to recover around 1,200 grams of illegal confrolled substances and 17
firearms in a drug bust last week, the Justice Department said in a press release.”

Springfield, lllinois SAC To Retire. The Springfieid {iL) State Journal-Register (8/25, 149K) reports, “Special Agent in
Charge Sean M. Cox of the FBI’s Springfield division will retire in September, according to a news release issued Tuesday.” Cox
served in the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Louis, and Springfield field offices, as well as FBI headquarters in Washington, DC, in a
career spanning more than 22 years. Acting US Attorney for the Central District of llinois Douglas J. Quivey said Cox ‘has
dedicated his career with the FBI to protecting us all and is a frue public servant. His leadership of the Springfield Field Office set
the standard and he acted as a mentor to many.”

RFK Assassin Sirhan Sirhan Seeks Parole With No Opposition From Prosecutors. The Washingion
*ost (8/25, Jackman, 10.52M) reports Sirhan B. Sirhan, “convicted of the 1968 assassination of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, will
face a California parole board for the 16th time Friday in a prison outside San Diego,” but “unlike the first 15 times, no prosecutor
will stand to oppose the release of Sirhan, who is now 77." The Post adds, “WWhen California abolished the death penalty,
Sirhan’s sentence was reduced to life with the possibility of parole. And now Sirhan, who has been incarcerated for 53 years,
may benefit from a new push among progressive prosecutors to seek the release, or not oppose the release, of convicts who
have served decades behind bars, no longer pose a threat to society and will be costly to treat medically in their later years.”

Copyright 2021 by Bulletin Intelligence LLC Reproduction or redistribution without permission prohibited. Content is drawn from thousands of newspapers,
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s House Committes Demands Records Qver Capitol Insurrection,
e Michigan Man Sentenced To Six Years In Piot To Kidnap Michigan Governor,
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¢ Blinken: About 1,500 Americans 5t In Afghanistan, Efforts To Contact Them Underway.

‘e Plza Dies! Offered To Virginia Man Accused OFf Attacking Police During Capitol Siege,
s Secret Service Reportadly Warned Capitel Police About Thraats Before Capitol Siage

Appeeals Court Uphoids Dylann Roof's Conviction, Death Sentancs.

= Biden Receives Classified Intelligence Briefing On COVID Crigins.
fe Report: 70% Of Federal Election Security Funding Unspent By States.

fe New York Man Sentenced For Antl-Semitic Harassment.

e US Charges Tennessee Man In Church Arson Probes,

= Long-Suppressed Video Shows Violent Encounter Between Louisiana State Trooper, Black Motorist.
¢ FBI, Albuguergue Police Search For Bank Robber.

= Pannsyivania Fugitive Shot In Gunfire Exchange With Police.

e Former Texas Teacher Pleads Guilty To Child Pornography Charge.

s FBI Assists In Homicide Investigation Into Death Of Coupie In Utah.

e Former Delaware Political Candidate Pleads Guilty To Sending Death Threats By Mail,
« Mississipnl Man Gets 60 Years For Child Porn,

e California Couple Admits To Forcing Guatemnalan Reiatives To Work Long Hours In Poor Conditions,
e Feds Charge Three in New York Trip-And-Fall Scam That Used Homeless As Pawns,
« FEI Marks One-Year Anniversary OFf Yonkers Murder As Suspect Remains At Large.

= Colorado Officials Urge Clark In Federal Investigation To Return Home,

« Family Of Missing Idaho Boy Marks One-Month Anniversary Of Disappearance.

a Marviand Men Face Federal Charges For $900K Fraud,

¢ Mew Mexico Corrections Officer Faces Child Porn Charges.

a Reward Tnoreased In Brandon Shirley Case After Danation From Local Police Group.
e Sources: FBI Is Investigating Nevada's Marijuana Licensing Process.

e Man Facing Drug Charges After He Aliegediy Attempted To BEvade Police In Utah,

« Former Detective Pleads Guilty To Drug Chargss.

e Kentucky Man Arrested In Connection With Meth Seizure,

¢ Arizona Man Sentenced To More Than 11 Years In Prison At End Of Drug Case,

‘e FBI Searches Detroit City Hall Offices, Homes OF Two City Council Members.,

s Chicago Alderwoman Resigns Key Committes Role Amid Faderal Chargss.

e SEC Acouseas Georgia Investment Adviser Of Running $110M Ponzi Scheme.

s Ex~Charleston, South Carclina Employaes Pleads Guiity To City Contract Kickbacks,
'» South Diakota Man Faces Federal Bank Fraud Charges.

s Fight Face Federal Charges In San Disgo "Grandparent Fraud” Scam.

e California Cannabis Retaiier Arraigned On Bribery, Tax Charges In Faderal Court.

i » Prosecutors Say Ghich In FBI Software Program Allowead Unauthorized Accass To Private Data,
fe Tech CEQs Pledge Action On Cybersecurity At White Houss Summit,
= DHS Launching New Civil Service Designation To Meet Demand For Cybersecurity Workers,

« FBI Urges More Hate Crime Reporting.
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FBI Sending More Agents To Louisvilie, Kentucky In Crackdown On Vicience, Gangs.
Feds Intend To Expand Use OF Facial Recognition In Spite OF Growing Conceams.
Whost: Biden Shouid Create A Task Force On Criminal Justice Reform,

L

-

e Springfieid, [Hinois SAL To Retire.
RFK Assassin Sirhan Sirhan Seeks Parole With No Gpposition From Prosecutors.
Dirug Offendear, Michigan Company Partnaring To Launch Marijuena Brand,

®

R

= While Pfizer Starts Process For Approval OF COVID Booster Shot, Moderna Finalizes Application For
Full Approval OF Its Vacocines,

« Studies Show J&J Booster Yields Strongsr Response Than Single Dose.

+ Pentagon Says Troops Must Get COVID Vaccines,

e Mew York Governor Adds 12K Deaths To COVED Tally.

L» Ford Belays Return To Office Untll 2022

« COVID Surge Taxes Emotional Health OF Medical Worlers.

L» Az ICF Faces Calls For Reforms, Senate Prepares To Confirm Director,

+ Rental Assistance Program Has Distributed Just $5.18,

= Biden, Democrats Enter "September Sprint” To Pass His Economic Agenda,

« Administration Wil Resumea Offshore Cll Leasing This Year.

L» EPA Rejected Administration Criticism OF Auto Emissions Plan,

+ Senate Democrat Plan Would Increase Fenalties For Shifting Profits Abroad,

= [nfrastructure Bitl's Cryptocurrency Measures Could Push Transactions Overseas.
= Biden Administration To Continue Challanging "Remain In Maxico” Policy.

L+ Biden Approves California Disaster Deciaration.

« OCE Says Mooney Used Campaign Funds For Personal Expenses.

= Judge Orders Sanctions Against Lawvers Involved In Michigan Election Challenge,
'» South Dakota AG Will Take Plza Deal In fatal Highway Crash.

&

ce Mouiton, Meljer Take Heat For Unannounced Trip To Kabul

s Concerns Mount Over US Counterterrorism Abitity After Afgnanistan Pullout.
e Taliban "Scrambling” To Form Government With Former Officials,

= Taliban Makes Appointrnents To Key Ministerial Posts.

¢ UN Report Highlights Abuse Of Staff By Taliban,

s Pantagon Has At Least 6 Billion In Funds Originally Destined For Afghan Military.
e Afghan General: Army Quit Because OF US “Abandonment.”

s Wikost: Biden Needs To Hasten Resettlement Of Afghan Refugees In US.

e WSlournai: Taliban Takeover Could Trigger Another Migrant Crisis In Europe,
s Japan Raises Number Of Prefectures Under Emergency Measures,

e Harris Calls On Vietnarn To Chalienge China’s "Bullving” In South China Ses.
= Wikost Details Massacre By Burma’s Military.

¢ Duterts Says He'tt Run For Philippines VP Next Year.

s Justice Department Brands Chinese-Owned US NMewspaper A Forelgn Agent.
¢ President Biden To Mest With [sraell PM Bennett Thursday.

s Taliban Ascendance Helps Casnh-Strapped Iran.

e Migeria, Bussia Sign Military Cooperation Agreament,

L» Attacker Kills Four Near French Embassy In Tanzania,

¢ Haadlines From Today’s Front Pages.
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= Today's Events In Washington,

: House Committee Demands Records Over Capitol Insurrection. :
Reuters (8/25) reports that “the congressional committes investigating the deadly Jan. § altack on
the U.S, Capitol demanded g range of documents on Wednesday from American agencles, :
Hincluding communications records from former President Donald Trump's White House.” Beuters
‘says “the House of Representatives Select Committes asked for White House communications :
‘records on and leading up to Jan. 8. The panel also requested documents from the departments of
 Defense, Homeland Security, Interior and Justice, the FBI, the National Counterterrorism Center
Fand the Office of the Director of National Intelligence. ” Chairman Bennie Thompson (D-MS) "gave
the agencies two weeks 1o produce the materialis,”

The New York Times (8/25, Broadwater, 20.6M} reports that the committee series of
requests “show that as they ramp up thelr inguiry, investigators are locking closely at efforts by
‘the former president to overturn the results of the 2020 election and any connections he or his
sadministration had to the rioters.” The investigators “are alse lcoking into the potential ;
Hinvolvement of at least one top aide to @ Republican member of Congress who helpad publicize the
DStop the Stesl rallies,” The panel "sought communications among top Trump administration :
 officials about attempts to place politically loyal personnel in senior positions as Mr. Trump sought
o invalidate President Biden's victory in the run-up to the attack. Investigators are aiso focusad on
the planning, organization and funding of pro-Trump rallies on Jan. 5 and Jan. 6 and other 5
L attempts to stop or slow the process of Mr. Trump handing over the presidency to Mr. Biden.”

: The Washington Post (8/25, Wagner, 10.52M) reports, “In letters demanding materials from
the National Archives and seven other agencies, Rep. Bennie G. Thompson {I-Miss,}, the
committee chairman, signaled that an expansive investigation is underway, touching not only on
what happened lan, 6 but alse on matters such as “the former President’s knowledge of the ‘
selection results and what he communicated to the American people about the election.” Thompson
rasked Archivist of the United States David Ferriers 1o use his authority under federal reguiations :
to swiftly address the request for records from the Trump White House.”

: Roll Call {8725, Marguette, 130K} reports, "The panel asked the archives office., for a trove
Cof Trump administration information, including Trump’s schedule the day his supporters assauited

' police and broke into the Capitol. It is also seeking White House visitor records and information

L about White House efforts to impede the count of votes in the Flectoral College.” The commitiee
“is seeking information, such as call logs and schedules, of specific people, including former Vice
President Mike Pence, former chief of staff Mark Meadows, former Trump alde Hope Hicks,
‘members of Trump's family - including his daughter, Ivanka Trump, and son, Donald Trump Jr. -
gl members of Congress who communicated with the White House on Jan. 6.7 Axlos (8/25, Sarie,
L 1.26M) reports, "Earlier this week, Thompson sald that the committes will ask telecommunications
companies to turn over the phone records of several hundred people, including members of :
Congress.”

: The Wall Strest Journal {8/25, Peterson, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that Trump
'said in a statement Wednesday evening, “Unfortunately, this partisan exercise is being performed
L at the expense of long-standing legat principles of privilege. Executive privilege will be defended,
ot just on behalf of my Administration and the Patricts who workad beside me, but on behalf of

sstatement, Trump said: “The Leftist “select committee” has further exposed itself as a partisan :
sham and waste of taxpayer dollars with & request that's timed to distract Americans from historic
and global catastrophes brought on by the faitures of Joe Biden and the Democrats.”™ :
. CNN International {8/25, Cohen, Nobles, Graver, Wild) reports, "The list of targets is long
‘and varied, ranging from information about atternpts to either carry out or defy Trump's orders,
invoke the insurrection act, martial law or the 25th Amendment, as well as for communications
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regarding members of the Trump White House, campaign, January 5 and January & rally
organizers, and even alleged members of far-right extremist groups such as the Proud Boys and
the Qath Keepers,”

: The Hill (8/35, Beitsch, 5.68M) reports, "Tha Jan. 6 panal is aiso seeking White House
communications with other key names in Trump’s orbit, induding Roger Stone, Steve Bannon,
Michael Flynn, Trump's onetime attorney Rudy Glullant and My Pillow CEO Mike Lindell. The 5
sweeping requests show the committee is focused not just on the events of the day but plading the
rict i the broader context of Trump’s months-iong effort to contest the election.” :
“witch hunt is going to find any documents or evidence that the FBI could not find,’ Stone told :
CPOLITICO. '1 say again: any ciaim, implication, insinuation or assertion that [ either knew about or
had anything to do with the events of January 6 is categorically false and there is no evidence to
the contrary.” Politico adds, “The FBI request relates to the agency s preparation for the attack
Fand intelligence-gathering and communications with the Trump White House, It also asks for
records related to election investigations and communications with individuals including Giuliani,
Powel! and other supporters of Trump's push to overturn the election resuits.”

: Mewswask (8/25, Kiapper, 2.67M) reports, "Fhone [ogs may be requested from House §
Republican leader Kevin McCarthy, who had been in touch with Trump from the Capitol on January
L6, McCarthy dismissed the committea’s investigation again as 'so political.” When asked if he would |
turn over his own phone logs from that day, he said, ‘T told the American public who [ taiked to :
‘that day,” referring to his television news appearances on January 8.7

The Guardian (UK) (8725, Yang, 5.53M) reports, "Wednesday's announcement comes a
‘month after law enforcemeant officers delivered harrowing testimonies of their experiences during
the 6 January attacks. In July, the Department of Justice dedined to assert executive privilege :
‘over some of the testimonies, allowing former officials from the Trump administration to testify to
Congress about Donald Trump's role in the deadly attacks.”
; Arnong news outlets also reporting are OUNBC (8/25, Wilkie, 7.34M), CBS News (8/25, Hudak,
L 5.39M), ABC News {8/25, Stegel, 2.44M), NBC Mews (8/25, Edelman, 4.91M), Insider {8/25, :
Panetta, 2.74M}, and the Washington Times (8/35, Mclaughling 626K},
Rep. Pete Aguilar (D-CA) told CNN's New Day {8/25, 448K}, "We're working off of our work
‘plan. And when we have something to share and we have semething that goes out, the chairman
will speak for the committee. [ understand that a lot of folks are interested in this topic and [ hope
that they share our concern that we need to get to the truth of what happened January 6th. And :
fthat means we need to understand the federal agency’s response, we need to understand law
anforcement agency’s response; wea need o understand what the President was doing that day.”

Michigan Man Sentenced To Six Years In Plot To Kidnap Michigan Governor.

CThe AR (8/25, Eggert, White} reports from Grand Rapids, Michigan, "A man upset over state-
‘ordered coronavirus restrictions was sentenced o just over six years in prison Wednesday for
Cplanning to Kidnap Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, a significant break that reflected his guick

L decision to cooperate and help agents build cases against others.” Ty Garbin “admitted his role in
the alleged scheme weeks after his arrest last fall. He is among six men charged in federal court
but the only one to plead guilty so far. It was a key victory for prosecutors as they try to prove an
' astonishing piot against the rest. The government, noting Garbin's exceptional cooperation, asked
HULS, District Judge Robert Jonker to give him credit for helping investigators reinforce their case

L against his co-defendants.” ;
The New York Times (8/25, MacFarguhar, 20.6M) reports, "Garbin, 25, an airplane meachanic,
‘was the first defendant to be sentenced for what prosecutors have descoribed as an extremist plot
‘driven by anger at the governor's efforts to slow the spread of the coronavirus. The 14 men §
farrested in October face charges in federal and state courts in one of the most significant domestic
terrorism plots ever to come to trigl in the United States. The defendants, many of them members
of an antigovernment paramilitary groun in Michigan called the Wolverine Watchmen, coalesced ‘
' around protests against Covid-19 iockdown measures.” Garbin “cogperated extensively with the ‘
' prosecutors, who called his ‘wide-ranging insider’s view’ a significant contribution to the case.
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Among other issues, he testified about plans to deploy a homemade explosive device as well as
Lother ilegal weapons.”

: The Detrolt Free Press (8725, 2.16M) reports, "Whitmer elaborated on the impact of" the ‘
kidnapping plot "and hateful rhetoric more broadly in a victim impact statement, filed recently with
'3 Michigan federal court ahead of the sentencing of the first person to plead quilty in connection to
‘the purported scheme to take the governor hostage, "My gratitude for the brave law enforcement
officers of the Michigan State Police and the FBI is enormous. But even now we have not reached
the far shore,” Whitmer wrote in the statement, portions of which were released Wednesday by a
‘spokesman. ‘Threats continue. 1 have looked out my windows and seen large groups of heavily
‘armad people within 30 vards of my home. I have seen myself hung in offigy. Days ago at a

' demonstration, there was a sign that callad for “burning the witch.” For me, things will never be
the same,””
: MLive (M1 (8/25, Tunison, B28K) reports that Garbin, “an aircraft mechanic with no previous
L criminal record, alse said he was selfish for not taking into account the trauma his actions would
take on his family.” MLive adds, “Federal prosecutors had recommended a nine-year prison
sertence for Garbin but acknowledged his considerable cooperation with authorities and his early
s gdmission to wrongdoing. Garbin is expected to testify against his federal co-defendants at an Oct.
L 12 trial in Grand Rapids. "He didn't hold back. He would come right out and say, “We planned to do
‘this and 1 was a part of it,” Assistant 15.S, Attorney Nils Kessier said.” f

Cderadicalize’ himself and help prevent others from becoming radicalized and going down the same
' path. In explaining why he was granting a shorter sentence than federal guidelings calied for, :
Hlonker cited Garbin's concrete’ actions that showed he was taking responsibility for his actions.
CThat's what's more imprassive to me here, and not just the words of Mr. Garbin that he's

' abandoning this path, but the things he's done, concrate things he's done, to demonstrate that he
means i

: Mawsweaek {8/25, Strozewski, 2.67M) reports, "The FBI last October said it broke up a
scheme to kidnap the Democratic governor by anti-government extremists who were upset over
CWhitmer’s coronavirus restrictions, Six men weare charged in federal court, while others were
charged in state court with aiding them.”

Reutars (8/25, Clifford) reports, “In the plea, Garbin said he and co-defendants were 3 part
‘of a Michigan-based anti-government militia group known as the Wolverine Watchmen. The six
Lwere arrested and charged by federal authorities last October.” Among other news outlets also
reporting are the New York Post {8/25, Fitz-Gibbon, 7.45M), ARC News {8/25, Jacobo, 2,448},

IV Green Bay, WI {8/25),

Blinken: About 1,500 Americans Still In Afghanistan, Efforts To Contact Them
:Underway.

Blogmberg (8/25, 2.57M) reports Secretary of State Blinken said in an update on Weadnesday that
the US knows of about 1,500 Americans still in Afghanistan, and have spoken to about 500 of
§them. Blinken said, "We continue o be relentless in our putreach.” The New York Times (8/25,
akes, Schmitt, 20.6M) reports that Blinken satd some of the remaining 1,000 may not want to
Heave as he described “an ever-changing estimate that the Biden administration has tried to pin
§down.” The number “does not include legal permanent American residents or green card holdars,

bungling of exactly how many Americans remain in Afghanistan, a move that frustrated
Hawmakers.” _

: ABC World News Tonight {B/25, 6:32 p.m. BEST, lead story, 9:30, Muir, 5.99M) showed
Blinken saying, "Let me be crystal clear about this, There is no deadline on cur work to help any
remaining American citizens who decide they want to leave to do 50, along with the many Afghans
who have stood by us over thase many years.” Martha Raddatz later reported for ABC World News
Tonig ht {8725, 6:32 p.m. EST, lead story, 530, Muir, 5.99M), "It remains unclear how this will
fwork and it most certainly will be dangerous.”
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: NBC Nightly News (8725, 6:31 p.m. EST, Iead story, 3:30, Holt, 5.37M) reported, "The

| Biden Administration tonight doing the tough math. 5ix days to meet the Afghanistan exit

‘deadiine. As many as 500 American civiians in need of & way out and thousands of US troops
Lalso subject to that withdrawal deadline. The President unwavering in his determination to abide
by the August 31st date, but publicly the administration sending different signals about options for
Americans who may not make it under the wire in time.”

: USA Today (8/25, Brook, 12.7M) reports that earlier on Wadnesday, the White House "sald
Fabout 19,000 people were evacuated from Afghanistan by U.8, and allied military forces on
CTuesday.” Reuters (8/25, All, Brunnstrom )} reports Armmy Major General Witliam Taylor, “with the
U5, military’s Joint Staff, told @ news briefing more than 10,000 people were at Kabul airport
walting to be evacusted from Afghanistan.” He said that the total number of people evacuated so
far is about 88,000,

Politien {8725, Monnay, 6.73M) reports that Blinken "said that the LS, government,
fespecially the State Department, would remain committed to helping vulnerable Afghan women,
children and others who have worked with the U.5. government in the past even after the military
withdraws on the Aug. 31 deadline.” However, he "did not provide concrete details on what this 5
' support would iook like in practice.” White House press secratary Jen Psaki said, “We are having
those discussions.” The Wall Street Journal (8/25, Youssef, Shah, Subscription Publication, 8.41M)
reports that top Administration officials are brading for the likelihood that many Afghans, and
perhaps others, will be left behind, Blinken said, "They will not be forgotten,” and that the US and
it alites would work to "ensure that those who want to leave Afghanistan after the 31st are able to
‘do so.”

: Nancy Cordas reported for The CBS Evening Mews {8/25, 8:31 p.m. EST, lead story, 356,
LO'Donnell, 3.65M) that Blinken Sinsisted today that the US will continue to help Americans and
qualified Afghans get out of the country even after the US military departs in six days, But he was
Cintentionally vague sbout how the US plans to pull that off once sl the troops are gone,”

The Los Angeles Times {8735, Wilkinson, 3.37M} reports that Blinken's assurances about 5
- Afghan alites “rang hollow, though, for thousands of Afghans desperate to leave and swamping the
sairport in Kabul, Also left behind, so far, are several hundred core staff members from the U8, :
fEmbassy in Kabul and related State Departiment programs who say they were not summoned 1o
éthe eariy Pvaf"uai"ians that c-ieared i'he e ba%qy of its U5, rEi’i?en p@r%nnei am‘i vvh(} now feol

§admms trataon are daawmg mtense cr aticssm on Capitoi H!H, where both Democrats and 5
Republicans have called for the president to back off the Aug. 31 deadiine and to reject assurances
from the Taliban.”
: USA Today (8/25, Brook, Cimint, 12.7M) reports the US withdrawal Mis likely to conclude with
U5, warplanes blowing up weaponry use:d to safeguard the evacuation, U.S. offidals told USA 5
CTODAY. Though thousands of Afghans have left, many will not make it out because there won't be
enough time or space on planes, they said.”

Reutars (8/25) reports the Taliban Thave told Germany that Afghans with legal documents
fwill be able to travel on commercial flights bevond the Aug. 31 cut-off date after which evaf‘ua’rionﬁ
from Kabul airport will no longer be allowed, a senior German diplomat said on Wednesday.”

Some coverage continued to highlight the poor conditions at the airport. ABC World News
§I§Q_;_g_§j}_t_ {8725, 6:32 p.rn. BEST, lead story, 930, Muir, 5.99M) reported "newly emerging images
tonight, what's becoming a familiar scene there, some evacuess being helped to cimb over
barbed wire to get into the airport. While others were wading through sewage, just awful
foonditions there, holding up their documents hoping to get on one of those piane; " More broadly,
‘the Wall Street Jawnai {8/2%, Donatl, Restuccia, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that

L oritics say Biden is pamtmg rosier picture of the evacuation foorta than fhe situation warrants.
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‘Reuters (8/25) reports that "pressure to e;ompiete the evacudt!om has intensified amid concerns |
Fabout the security situation outside the airport, where the Taliban are in control.” In 8 Wednesday
‘avening alert, the US Embassy “advised U.S. citizens to avoid traveling to the airport. It said those
‘already at @ number of the alrport’s gates should leave immeadiately. It did not give a reason why
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the atert was issued.” The Washington Post (8/25, Pannett, 10.52M) reports Australia and Britain
Calse issued comparable warnings to their citizens, with Australian foreign affairs officials saying
Cthat there was ‘an ongoing and very high threat of terrorist attack” — language that was mirrored
Hin 3 statement by the British Foreign Office.” BBC World News (UK) (8/26, 6.59M) reports the UK
‘advised those at the airport to "move away to a safe location and await further advice.”

: CNN {(8/25, Sciutby, Lister, 89.21M) reports that concerns “about security ground Hamid
Karzat International Alrport in Kabul have increased based on'a very spedific threat stream’ from
HIS1S-K abowt planned attacks against crowds outside the airport, a US defense official has told
FCNRNLY The US believes ISIS-K "wants o create mavhemn at the airport and has intelligence

| streams suggesting it is capable and planning to carry cut multiple attacks, according to the

L official.” The New York Times {8/25, Schmitt, 20.8M} reports a “senior U.S. official, who spoke on
the condition of anonymity to describe confidential assessments, confirmed that the United States
fwas fracking a ‘specific’ end ‘credible’ threat at the airport from [SIS-K, which has carried out

- dozens of attacks in recent years.”

: Earlier, The £BS Evening News (8/25, 6:31 p.om, EST, lead story, 2:5G, O'Donnell, 3.65M)
reported in its lead, “the biggest threat to this historic evacuation is a real and immediate threat,
LS officials warning the terrorist group ISIS-K has the ability to attack the airport.” Reuters (8/25)
reports a “Western official said flight operations had slowed on Wednesday but the pace of
‘evacuations would hasten on Thursday.” The White House “said Prasident Jog Biden was briefed on
Wednesday about the threat from the ISI1%-K militant group as well as contingancy plans for the ‘
‘evacuation.” :
WS Jowrnalr Q8 Condecting Gandestine Sxivaotion Missfons. The Wall Street Journal
{8725, Lubold, Strobel, Youss ,f, Subscription Publication, 8.41M3 repgrts the CIA and the military
sare corducting extraction oparations to get Americans out Afghanistan. According to US and other
officialg, the CIA has launched clandesting operations to rescus Americans both in Kabul and

- elsewhere in the last few days. §
: The Washington Post (8/25, Demiriian, 10.52M) reports that Pentagon spokesman John Kirby
' said Wednesday that the US military has the ability to extract Americans who are outside Kabul,
Chut Prelatively dose by.” Kirby said, °1 don't want to set the expectation that we're going to be ‘
‘able to fiy all over the country to pick up people .. but when we can help, and we need rotary wing
saircraft to help, we will do it.” The New York Times {8/25, Jakes, Schmitt, 20.6M) reports that for
“the third time in 3 waek, American military helicopters rescued Americans inside Kabul, On
CTuesday, dbout 20 American citizens who were flown onto the airfleld from a location inside the
Fcity, Mai Gen. Willlam Taylor told reporters.”

5 Safds © as Iy Seiday. Roll Call (8725, Gswald, 130K)
‘reports that while “the official deadline for U.S, military evacuation efforts in Kabul is Aug. 31, in
‘reality, the cut-off, as it has been conveyed to ald agencies, for evacuating civilians is Friday, Aug.
P27

: However, the AP (8725, Knickmeyer, Lee) reports the US mihitary airlift “will continue until
cthe final hours of Fresident Joe Biden's Aug. 31 deadline for ending the frantic evacuation from

‘ Taliban-controlled Afghanistan, Pentagon officials said Wednesday.” Pentagon spokesman John
Kirby “said the U.S. military will preserve as much military alrlift capacity at the Kabul airport as
‘possible in the coming days.” Still, the Wall Street Journal {8/25, Youssef, Shah, Subscription
Publication, 8.41M) reports that many of the military personne! will shift in the coming days from
Fevacuating civillans to iﬁadmg the remaining US military personnel and essential equipment.
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Wasned To Leave.  In an interview with Norah O'Donnell for The CBS Evening News  {8/25,
6 35 p m, EST, story 2, 3:20, G'Donnell, 3.65M), Acting Ambassador to Afghanistan Ross Wilson
was asked if US diplomats will remain behind after the evacuation, He responded, "I'm not sure [
‘want to give you a firm answer on that. There are still decisions to be made in Washington about
the future shape of our presence and our activities here. And I will just leave it at that.” Regarding
fwarnings to Americans prior to the Taliban's congquast, Wilson said, “We put out repeated :
warnings. Fvery three weeks to Americans going back to I think March or April. Fach one in

' stronger terms, leave now. Leave immediately. Never in my 40 years of working since I began
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fworking at the State Department have I seen such strong, such strong language used. People

L chose not to leave, that's their business.” The Hill (8/25, 5.89M) reports that in the interview,
Wilson said, "We believe that there will be possibilities for Americans to be able fo get out of this
country. That's been part of the nascent conversations, many of which have been faking place in

: Doha with the Taliban, about potential ways forward.”

Srivate Noscee STards Grow Dosporals In Kadeds The Wall Street Journal (8725,
Nissenbaum, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports on private efforts to evacuate Afghans as §
§they face Enfrea*;ing Gbgtafie{; like Taiiban (‘i’i@f‘kp(}ii‘t?% and bureaurratﬁr hurdies. After r‘@portmg on

World E\Ewm Tame:;ht (8, 25, 6”32 DT EST, iead story, .Mai}, Muir, 5.99M3, “There are vast ;
‘networks of veterans, cvilians and agency people trying o help the stranded Afghans and they say
they will keep at it untii they are all out of here They have really done herolc work ™ ?
f Furapaans Ma s fng Srograss WD Svagwation Sorls. Reuters {8/25) reports the UK
Tszid on Wednesday i has evacusted more than 11,000 people from Afghanistan, adding that the

L evacuation process waii run as long as the security sz’cuatmn attows and that no firm date had been
‘set for the end of evacuation flights.” The UK Ministry of Defence said in a staternant, "11,474 :
Lindividuais have been evacuated from Afghanistan under Operation PITTING, which commenced on
Friday 13 August. More than 1,000 UK Armed Forces personnet deployed in Kabul,” 5
: Reuters (8/25) reports Germany "will keep evacusating people from Afghanistan as long as it
His responsible to do so, Chancelior Angela Merkel told conservetive lawmakers on Wednesday,

s adding, however, that this is only possible with the United Stetes, two sources said.” Germany's
Bundeswehr “has so far flown more than 4,500 people out of Afghanistan, tweeted the foreign
ninistry. Around 3,700 of them are Afghan nationals, with women and girls making up about half
the number.”

: Nouleong: Taiidan Hag Astad Turfey To AR Theny I Kuaaning

5 W Sivpoets Reuters {825,
fCoskun, Gumrukcu) reports the Taliban
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%,
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have asked Turkw far technical help o run Kabul airport
' after the departure of foraign forces but insist that Ankara’s military also withdraw fully by the
Fend-August deadline, two Turkish officials told Reuters.” The "conditional requestu Lieaves Ankarg
with a difficult dedision over whether to accept 8 hazardous job, one official said.” In a later report,
‘Reuters (8/25) says that Turkey's military has begun to withdraw from the airport, but Turkish
Lexperts may remain to provide technical support, officials told tmm

: Psan? Niasdy Sfachwater Co-Foundar Sor Svaiing To & SO > ONS.
é"xiash;mton Pogt (8/25, 10.52M) reports White House Prass Searetd Y Jen Psaka “bia5ted 5
| Blackwater co-founder Erik Prince on Wednesday after a Wall Street Jmamdi report alleged that he
tis offering to evacuate people out of Afghanistan for $6,500 each.” According to the Journal, Prince
s charging 36,500 per person to get those hoping to leave Afghanistan safely to the Kabul airport
‘and on a charter flight.” Psaki said, “We are evacuating tens of thousands of people every day for
free, and that’s the focus that our military on the ground, our dipiomats have on the ground.”
FAsked about Prince, she said, 1 don't think any human being who has a heart and soul would
Fsupport efforts 1o pmﬁ‘i’ off of people’s agony and pain as theyre trying to depart a country and
§fr>armg for thelr Hives,”
S Todayr Cafly O Niden To Aot BFeD “Conviction Ao Coursge. ™ In an editorial,
USA Today (8/25, 12.7M) says that there are "moments in American history when the hopes of a
nation turn on the ne\:t critical move a president makes,” adding that is now Biden's turn, USA
‘Today adds, "To Biden's credit, since the collapse of the Afghan governiment, the prasident has
‘grchestrated one of ’ch“ largest airlifts of refugees in American history” but “that success iflustrates
how much of this frenzied exit could have been accomplished sconer, under safer conditions, if
‘undertaken in the weeks after Biden's decision in April to pull U.5. forces cut of Afghanistan.”
Regarding those Americans that remain, the piece concludes, “Mr. Prasident, yvou will bear :
responsibiiity for thelr fate. Like presidents before you, this is your moment to lead with conviction
Fand courage. History will ba your judgs.” 5
Nore Commantary.  In an op-ed for the Washington Post {8/25, 10.52M), Rep. Jake
sAuchincloss {D-MA) writes that President Biden “made the right decision” on Afghanistan.

s Auchindess writes, "There's no glory in it, but there is integrity. He saw above the politics in
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Washington, beyond the news cycle, through the challenges of the withdrawal,” and Mooked,
Hinstead, to the national interest, The United States must focus its foraign policy on countering the

‘ Chinese Communist Party and on leading coalitions to address the climate and pandemic
Lemergencies.”

In an op-ed for the Wall Street Journal (8/25, Subscription Publication, 8.41M), Paula 1.
Dobriansky, a senior fellow at Harvard's Belfer Center for Science and Internationat Affalrs anda
Hformer undersecretary of state for global affairs, and Paul Saunders, a senior fellow In U.S. foreign
policy at the Center for the National Tnterest and & former State Department senior adviser, write
‘that there is not encugh time for Americans, allied personnel and Afghans to be evacuated from :
| Afghanistan ahead of the Aug. 31 deadiine President Biden has agreed to. They argue that the

| Administration shouid propose a UN Security Council resolution caliing on the Taliban to ensure

' safe access to the airport,

: Farah Stockman writes in the New York Times (8/25, Stockman, 20.6Mthat the US Thas a
‘moral responsibility to evacuate the Afghans we put in harm's way,” but “the most consequential
‘dedisions in the days ahead involve how we will help the miilions of Afghans who will be left behind
and how we will relate to thelr new leaders.” The Biden Administration must decide whether to “try |
to thwart any government the Teliban create or use whatever shred of leverage America has left
“to encourage them o govern as inclusively and moderately as possibie. If we care about the
people of Afghanistan, we will try the latter.”

In his Washington Post (8/25, 10.52M) column, George Will says Administration officiais’
Sgaseous talk” about Afghanistan “envelops in abstract, obfuscating vocabularies things that are
awkward to defend.” Will writes that while it may be that “few 2022 voters will cast ballots with
today’s scenes from Kabul's airport on their minds,” because of “those mortifying scenes, @ ;
Csignificant number of voters might have a more jaundiced view of government’s extravagant 2021
pretentions regarding its ability to rearrange the nation's economy and transform its moral :
premises, And perhaps many will remember the government's often self-serving and disgraceful
rhetoric about Afghanistan.”

In an op-ed for Politico (8/235%, 6.73M), Seth Masket, a professor of political sclence and
fdirector of the Center on American Politics at the University of Denver, writes that President :
| Biden's “critics seem to smell blood in the water over the catastrophic situation in Afghanistan” and |
3 fair number of prominent Democrats are worried that the Taliban takeover is the kind of
overseas disaster that will hurt their party in upcoming elections,” But, "politically, for a number of
reasons, it's not likely to substantially harm Biden or other Democrats at the ballot booth. " Masket |
Fargues that “for all the horrors happening in Afghanistan today, it just won't remain on the front ‘
pages for very long, and iU's uniikely to be central to elections next year, never mind three years
from now.”

Daniel Henninger writes in the Wall Street Journal {8725, Subsoription Publication, 8.41M) :
that President Biden's has no foreign policy and instead of waiting to see whether former President
FTrump will run again in 2024, Republicans should offer an alternative foreign policy docirine 5
Lirnmediateby.

: In an op-ed for the Wall Street Journal (8/25, Epstein, Subscription Publication, 8.41M),
‘author Joseph Epstein says it is difficult to believe anything President Biden says. Biden, Epstein
writes, does not have the earnestnass that world leaders require and he gives the imprassion of
Hittle seif-reflection or understanding of the world’s problams,

: Plea Deal Offered To Virginia Man Accused Of Attacking Police During Capitol Siege.
‘Reuters {B/25) reports, “Prosecutors have proposed a plea bargain to a Virginia man accused of

L attacking police with a large stick during the Jan. § U.S. Capitol rict, lawyers for the governmeant
‘and defendant told a court hearing on Wednasday.” Reuters adds, "Details of the plea deal offered
o Jonathan Mellis, 34, of Williamsburg, Virginia, were not disclosed during the public portion of g
L status hearing on the case before U.S. District Judge Fmmet Sullivan, Mellis faces ten rict-related
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charges, including assaulting officers using & dangerous weapon. One or more of the charges are
felonies, court records indicate.” According to Reuters, "Court records also show that Mellis has
heen detained without bond since his arrest in February. In May, Judge Sullivan denied @ defense
request that Mellis be releasad from custody for @ week 50 he could attend his father’s funeral.”

Secret Service Reportedly Warned Capitol Police About Threats Before Capitol Siege.

The Hill (8725, Schnell, 5.69M) reports, “The Secret Service warned Capitol Police about threats of
vislence on Jan. 5, one day before rioters descended on the Capitol complex and injured a number
Lof officers, according to newly revealed documents,” The Hill adds, “One day before the Jan. & 5
s attack on the Capitol, the Secret Service, from the Protective Intelligence Operations Centar's
H{PIOC) accourt, sent an emall to a reciplent assodated with the Capitol Police informing it of a tip
sent in by a ‘concerned citizen’ at the Denver Field Office regarding people who were flying to the
‘Washington, D.C., area to "attend tomorrow’s rally and 'incite vielence.™

§Appeals Court Upholds Dylann Roof’s Conviction, Death Sentence.

[ The AR (8/25, Kinnard, Lavoie) reports a three-judge panet of the 4th US Circuit Cowrt of Appeals
Hin Richmond, Virginia on Wednesday unanimously “upheld Dylann Roof's conviction and death
'sentence for the 2015 racist slayings of nine members of a Black Scuth Carolina congregation, ;
‘saying the legal record cannot even capture the "full horror’ of what he did.” Reuters (8/25) reports
Reof "argued that he was not competent to stand trial and represent himseif and that the U5 :
FRistrict Cowrt where he was found guilty abused its discretion.”

The Greanvilie {SC) News (8/25, Gross, 165K) reports, "Roof had appealed his convictions
‘and death sentence in January 2020, arguing he had schizophrania and suffered from other

' psychological disorders.” The News adds, “In his appeal, Roof's attorneys argued that he was
Cwrongly allowed to represent himself during sentencing, a critical phase of his trial. Roof :
successfully prevented jurcrs from hearing evidence about his mental health, ‘under the delusion,”
Chis attorneys argued, that “he would be rescued from prison by white-nationalists ~ but oniy, :
pizarrely, if he kept his mental-impairments out of the puldic record.”
: CBS News (8/25, 5.39M) reports, "The 4th Clroult found that the trial judge did not commit an
error when he found Roof was competent to stand trial, and the panel issued a scathing rebuke of
‘Roof's crimes. "Dylann Roof murdered African Americans atb thelr church, during their Bible-study
Land worship, They had welcomed him. He slaughtered them. He did so with the express intent of
terrorizing not just his immediate victims at the historically important Mother Emanuel Church, but
‘as many similar people as would hear of the mass murder,” the panel wrote in is ruling. "No cold :
‘record or carefil parsing of statutes and precedents can capture the full horror of what Roof did.

| His crimes qualify him for the harshest penalty that a just society can impose,’ the judges wrote.”

Biden Receives Classified Intelligence Briefing On COVID Origins.

The HiL(8/25, Samuels, 5.69M) reports President Biden has been briefed “on a classified report on
the intelligence community’s investigation into the origins of COVID-19, the White House said :
‘Wednesday.” The intelligence cormmunity “this weel conciuded its 90-day review of evidence
'surrcunding how the virus originated. Biden was briefed on Tuesday, press secretary Jen Psaki
'said.” Psaki added, VIt was a dlassified briefing, so of course that's not information we would :
provide publicly.” The intelligence community is “preparing an unclassified summary of its findings,
which will be released in the coming days.” Top intelligence officials, including DNI Haines “have ‘
previously acknowledged that it's possible the virus could have originated via a laboratory
saccident, but they have cautioned it would be difficult to come to g definitive condusion.”
: 0B News (8725, Gazis, 5.39M) reports a White House offidal acknowledged on Wednesday
§tha’f tha intelligence community “has debivered findings from ifs 90-day investigation into the 5
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Loriging of COVID-19 to President Biden.” The official said, “The President was briefed on the
classified report, We look forward to having an unclassified summary of Key judgments to share
500"
The Washington Examiner (8/25, Dunleavy, 883K) reports that the Administration’s
Cclassified version of an intelligence community report on the origins of COVID-19 should be
‘dedlassified, according to” Sen. Marco Rubio {(R-FL). Rubto said on Wednesday that the “American
peoplte deserve to know what our government does and does not know about the origing of
FCOVED-19,7 and that the Administration “needs to immediately transmit the dassified report to the
' Senate Select Committes on Intelligence, and provide a declassified version for the American
‘people.”
: ABRC News (8/25, Perenil, Salzman, Folmer, 2. 44?«1; aisa aep@rts
5 CHfng Sfams UOF Intaifgancs Rapart Oy COVFID Qeigfns. The Washington Post (8/25,
C10.52M) rvpori’e that “Beijing rolled out a muitipmﬂgpd a’rtark on U. S, intelligence agancies on 5
Wednesday after President Biden received g long-anticipated intelligence report that is reported to
be inconciusive about the origing of the novel coronavirus.” Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman ‘
' Wang Wenbin “accused the United States of using wronavirus erigin-tracing to suppress other
countries, and he called the report political instead of sclentific.” Wang “also pushed back against
foriticiem from LLS. officials that Ching has obstructed international efforts to get information about
the earliest days of the pandemic.” He said, “The United States says it lacks information from :
China. [ can tell the United States that this is just an excuse to cover up the fallure of its
Hinteliigence in origin tracing.”
: Reuters (8725, Crossiey ) reports that on Wednesday, "the Chinese embassy in Washington
posted the calls for World Health Organization investigations at Fort Detrick and at the University
Lof North Carclina to its website after it said LL.S. media had rejected its editorial submissions.” Fu
Cong, director-general of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ arms control department, said during a
briefing, “Scapegoating China cannot whitewash the US.”

Fox News (8725, Aitken, 23.99M) and Newsweek (8725, 2.67 M) also report,

Hifsly Waen Window To Galls \ N I CQVWTH Sradies s Clasing. The
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New York Times (8/25, Muelier, 20.6M) reports scientists ' qtudymg the origins of the coronavirus
for the World Health Organization warned on Wednesday that the inguiry had ‘stalled’ and that
further delays could make it impossible to recover orucial evidence about the beginning of the
pandernic.” They wrote in editorial published in Nature, "The window is rapidly closing on the
biologicat feasibility of conducting the critical trace-back of people and animals inside and outside
China.” As debate about whether SARS-CoV-2 originated in nature or in a lab continuas, "the
‘editoriat amounted to a defense of the team’s work and an appea! for follow-up studies.”

: Tha AP (8/25, Chengl reports “the WHG-recruited experts said the origing investigation is at
Ca oritical juncture’ requiring urgent coliaboration but has instead come to a standstill. They noted
among other things that Chinese officials are still reluctant to share some raw data, clting concerns
fover patient confidentiality.” They "notaed among other things that Chinese officials are still ‘
reluctant to share some raw data, citing concerns over patient confidentiality.” The AP says the
researchers concluded in their March analysis of SARS-CoV-2 origins that “the virus probably
Humped to humans from animals, and they described the possibility of a laboratory leak as
Cextremely undikely.” However, “the WHO experts said their report was intended only as a first
istep”

§CNB£ 5 Squawk Ba< Aaiﬁ on Thumday that, What We ne“d is rc;d;cai and complete transparency.
Without everyone sharing the data and being able to analyze it oritically, it will be almost 5
Himpossible to really get down to the bottom of this.”

: Meanwhile, the Washington Post (8725, Diamond, Abulaieb, Achenbach, 10, 532M) adds that

- many of the experts "said the question of the virus's origin is important to understand, stressing
that the lessons would be vital for preventing future pandemics.” However, “they lamented that ‘
‘the search for an origin has become highly politicized.” In addition, many indicated “they were not
surprised the report” the President received from the inteiiigence community “was incondusive ‘
Land remained skeptical there would ever be a definitive answer.”’
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: Among other news outlets covering the story are the Wall Street Journal {(8/25, MoKay,
Marcus, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) and The Hill {8/25, Choi, 5.69M).

Report: 70% Of Federal Election Security Funding Unspent By States.

Columbia and U.S. territories had spent 3 little more than $255 million of $805 million in election
‘security grants through Sept. 30 of last vear, the latest figures available.” A state-by-state
‘snapshot “the commission released last mornth shows that as of the end of the federal fiscal year
Lon Sept. 30, when early voting was already happening in the presidential election, the nation’s 50
' states pius the District of Columbia and five territories had spent roughly 31% of the election
security funding.” The grant money came "in two chunks since 2018 under the Help America Vote
PACE”

New York Man Sentenced For Anti-Semitic Harassment.

The Pear] River (NY) Patch (8/25, Taliaferro, 1.44M) reports from Blauvelt, New York, "A Blauveit
Pman was sentenced Weadnesday to 36 months of imprisonmant, followed by three years of
supervised release, for making repeatad anti-Semitic death threats to a Jewish resident of
Stratford, Connecticut whom he met through his mom. ” Christepher Rascell, 49, “threatenad a
‘woman through text messages, voicemails and Facebook posts for seven months, prosecutors
tsald, The woman lived in the same housing community as his mother, The Journal News reported.
Tn text messages and volcemails, from November 2019 through June 2020, Rascoll threatened to
Cmurder or seriously injure the victim. He also threatened to blow up the victim’s house and car,
Leonard C Boyle, Acting United States Attorney for the District of Connecticut, and David
Sundberg, Special Agent in Charge of the New Haven Division of the Federal Bureau of
Cinvestigation said in an announcement about the sentence.”

US Charges Tennessee Man In Church Arson Probes.

' The Washington Examiner (8/25, Deese, 888K reports, "A man from Nashville, Tennessee, was
charged with civil rights viclations Tuesday following an arrest for aliegedly setting fires to four
‘churches in 2019.” Alan Douglas Fox, 28, "was charged with setting four churches ~ the :
 Crievewood United Methodist Church, the Crievewood Baptist Church, the Saint Ignatius of Antioch |
‘Catholic Church, and the Priest Lake Community Baptist Church - on fire in June 2019, Fox :
Cintentionally set fire ‘because of the religious character of the churches,” the oriminal information
Fox was charged with alleged, according o 8 press readout from the Department of Justice.” The
Examiner adds, "Officials who investigated the case include the FBI, the Tennessee Bureau of
Investigation, the Metro Nashviile Police Department, and the Nashville Fire Department.”

Long-Suppressed Video Shows Violent Encounter Between Louisiana State Trooper,
: Black Motorist.

years shows” Louisiana State Police trooper Jacob Brown, who is white, “pummeling” Aaron Larry
‘Bowman, a black motorist, “18 times with a flashlight.” The AP says that while Brown has since
Cresigned and now “faces state charges of second-degree battery and malfeasance in Bowman's
peating,” the State Police “didn't investigate the attack on Bowman until 536 days after it
pocurred. . .and only did so weeks after Bowman brought a civil lawsuit.” The AP adds that
CRowman’s encounter...came less than three weeks after troopers from the same embattied
‘agency punched, stunned and dragged another Black motorist, Ronald Greene, before he died in
‘police custody on a rural roadside in northeast Louisiana.” And federal prosecutors “are examining
hoth cases in a widening investigation into police brutality and potential cover-ups involving both
Htroopers and state police brass.”
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FBI, Albuquerque Police Search For Bank Robber.

The Atbuguergue (NMY Journal (8/25, 1B8K) reports the FBI and Albuquergue police are searching
for a man who robbed a bank inside g Northeast Albuguergue Walmart on Tuesday. According to
‘the Journal, the FBI said the man "dispiayed 2 handgun and robbed the First Convenience Bank
Hinside the Walmart gt 2268 Wyoming NE, near Menaul, just before 6 p.m.” In a news release, the
FFRI saild, “The suspect approached tellers, showed them a handgun in his waistband, and
dernanded money. The teller handed over an undisciosed amount of money 1o the suspect, who
eft the bank.” KQB-TV Albuguerque, NM (8/25, 80K} aiso reports the FBI is searching for the
suspact,

Pennsylvania Fugitive Shot In Gunfire Exchange With Police.

The Vineland (NI Dailv Journal (8/25, 28K} reports Arthur Disanto Jr., “a fugitive from
Pernsylvania, was shot three times during an exchange of gunfire with police” in Deptford, NI

' Disanto “is charged in Pennsylvania with attempted murder, aggravated assault, simple assault
‘and harassment, according to the FBI, which said Disanto was taken into custody in Washington
fTownship,”

Former Texas Teacher Pleads Guilty To Child Pornography Charge.

' The Dalias Morning News (8/25, 772K) reports Jason Sherod Baldwin, a former teacher at Dallas’
elite Hockaday School, pleaded guilty Tuesday o “one faderal count of receipt of child :
pornography” for “buying sexually explicit images of children online.” He is aiso charged with “four
Fcounts of advertising for chitd pornography and one additional count of receipt of child 5
pornography.” He faces five to 20 years in federal prison after "FBI agents who searched his Love
Field-area apartment found @ pair of iPhones that contained hundreds of files of child

| pornography.”

FBI Assists In Homicide Investigation Into Death Of Couple In Utah.

Fox News (8/25, Conklin, 23.99M) reports, "Utah authorities and the FBI are still searching for

' suspects & week after the shooting deaths of two young women who ware on a cemping trip when
they died.” The couple’s bodies were found August 18th by a friend searching for them after days
‘of no contact. The Grand County Sheriff's Department wrote in a Facebook post Tuesday that they,
atong with the Federsl Bureau of Investigation, the State of Utah Spedial Bureau of Investigation
gl multiple faw enforcement partners are conducting a double homidide investigation into the
‘death of two fernale campers from the South Mesa area of the La Sal Mountains.”

: Out Magazine (8/25, Padgett, 69K} aiso reports that the FBI and Utah State Bureau of
Investigation “are now working with the Grand County Sheriff's Office to help solve the murder of
Kylen Schuite and wife Crystal Turner after the two were found shot dead in their van after going

' missing for four days while on a camping trip in Utah.” Schulte and Turner had reported to family
they noticed a man behaving strangely near them at a campsite right before going missing.

Former Delaware Political Candidate Pleads Guilty To Sending Death Threats By Mail.

' Republican nominations for governor and U.S. Senate has pleaded guilty to federal charges of
mailing threats to a lawyer who representad his wife in a divorce case.” An FBI affidavit noted
Michae! Protack sent death threats to lawyer Patrick Boyer after Boyer began working with
Protack’s wife in 2018 to help her get “protection from abuse.”

Delaware Business Now (8/25) reports Thomas 1. Sobocinski, special agent in charge of the
FBI Baltimore Field Office, said, "We consider any threat {0 Hfe a sarious threat, These were
Ldisturbing, calculated messages sent by Protack and he now faces up to 10 years in prison for his
sgctions. These types of cases are aggressively investigated by the FBI, Postal Inspectors and our
law enforcement partners, and those who viclate Tederal law will be held accountabla.”

Mississippi Man Gets 60 Years For Child Porn.
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Laurel (MS) Leader Call (8/25, 22K) reports that on Friday, a federal court in Mississippi sentenced
Michael Allen Long 60 years in prison after he praviously pleaded “guilty 1o two counts of :
production of child porn.” The Leader Calls says the case ~ which was brought as part of Project ‘
Safe Childhood, a nationwide initiative Iaunched in 2006 by DG to combat child sex orimes ~ “was
Hinvestigated by the FBI Jackson's Child Exploitation and Human Trafficking Task Foroe, the Hinds
County Sheriff's Qffice and the Mississipp Attorney General’s Office.”

éCaIifornia Couple Admits To Forcing Guatemalan Relatives To Work Long Hours In Poor
. Conditions.

wife, Maura Martinez, “pleaded guiity to conspiracy to commit forced labor.” KXTV explains the

: California couple “are naturalized U.5. citizens originally from Guatemala who promised their
refative a better Hife if she came to America in 2016, Instead, they forced family members to
foverstay thelr visas and work fong hours for little 1o no pay at their” businesses. Thay alsg
prevented thelr relative’s two daughters from attending school “with threats that they would be
‘deported.” Sean Ragan, spacial agent in charge of the FBI's Sacramento field office said in the

' press release, “This case highlights how the dream of coming to the United States to begin a new,
promising life can become a nightmare. ... The FBI is committed to identifying and investigating
Chuman trafficking. We seek justice for vickims, regardiess of immigration status,”

Feds Charge Three In New York Trip-And-Fall Scam That Used Homeless As Pawns.

- mitiion in lawsult settlements by manipulating hundreds of homeless individuais and other
desperate people to feign trip-and-fall accidents has been shut down with an indictment.” On
Wednesday, charges against lawyer Marc Flefant and two doctors ~ Andrew Dowd and Sady
Ribeiro - “were unveiled by authorities who detailed a scam in which people allegedly agreed to
‘underge neediess surgeries somethmes o boost the value of lawsuits seeking compensation for
fake accidents.” “Michael 3. Driscoll, 3 New York FBI official, called the scheme “beyond
reprehensible.’

FBI Marks One-Year Anniversary Of Yonkers Murder As Suspect Remains At Large.

The Port Chester (NY) Patch {8/25, Edwards, 1.44M) reports that the FBI and local police Mare
‘marking the one-vear anniversary of the coldblooded slaying of 2 man on & Yonkers street by
reminding the public that the suspect wanted in the killing is armead, dangerous and still at large.”
The Patch explains that police belleve “lerome Wilson fatally shot Chazz Mitchell. on August 25,
20207 and in March, “the FBI Westchester County Safe Streets Task Force and the Yonkers Police
‘Repartment offerad a $5,000 reward for any tips that might help law enforcement o nab the
‘wanted fugitive.” However, Wilson remains at large. He “has strong ties to Yonkers, Mount
HVernon, New Rochelle and Poughkeapsie” and “is aiso thought that he has dose family and

' associates in Albany and Niagara Falls, as well as Fayetteville, North Carolina and Scranton,
Pennsybvania.”

§Colorado Officials Urge Clerk In Federal Investigation To Return Home.

‘along a message to their missing-in-action county clerk who is being investigated for an election
' security breach: 'Come home.'” The AP explains that “Mesa County commissioners made their plea
CTuesday during a meeting attended by supporters of Mesa County Clerk Tina Peters, who has not
‘made any local appearances since Colorade’s Secratary of State Jena Griswold opened an
Hinvestigation inte the county elections office in early August.” The AP adds a "second investigation
by the FBI and Mesa County district attornay is also ongoing for possible orimina! actions.”

Family Of Missing Idaho Boy Marks One-Month Anniversary Of Disappearance.
Fox News (8725, Borace, 23.99M) reports that the family of Michas! Joseph Vaughan, a B-year-old
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hoy “who vanished from their small Idaho town one month ago has addressed the disappearance,
' saying that while their family is brokean right now,” they have not given up hope that investigators
Fard the community will halp bring their child home.” Fox explains that the boy “went missing near
his home in Fruitiand on the evening of July 27,7 but investigators “still dont know what happenad
‘to the child despite an exhaustive month-long search effort invelving more than a dozen law
renforcement agencies, including the FBI, K-9 units, dive teams, paraghders and drones.”

Maryland Men Face Federal Charges For $900K Fraud.

CWMDT-TV Salisbury, MDD {8/25) reports that Stephen Franklin and Duane “are being indicted in
federal court for stealing and embezzling nearly $800,0007 from two businesses in Salisbury,
‘Maryiand, WMDT explains “the men leveraged the ability of” Shore Appliance Connection to
receive loans from banks that they had no intention of paying back, They then “investad the
‘money on the stock market, declared it as income for other businesses such as Accurate Optical,
satt while impersonating and stealing the identity of the owner of Shore Appliance.”

New Mexico Corrections Officer Faces Child Porn Charges.

The Atbuguergue (NMY Journal (8/25, 1B8K) reports that federal authorities have charged Craig
‘Barnish - a corrections officer for the Metropolitan Detention Center in Bernalillo County, New
Maxico - “with possession of child pornography.” The Journat explains “an undercover FBI agent
Hound a group chat dedicated to “trading sexually expliclt conduct depicting minors” on the Kik

' messenger app” and observed an account upload child pornography. The FBI was able to trace

' account to Barnish and executed a search warrant against his home where they found child

' pornography.

Reward Increased In Brandon Shirley Case After Donation From Local Police Group.

The Loulsyille () Courler-Journal (8/25, 554K reports that the “reward for information in
connection with the killing of Jefferson County Sheriffs Deputy Brandon Shirley has increased
‘again after ancther local group donated to the fund.” The Courler-Journal explains that the
 Flizabethtown Police Foundation “is adding 35,000 towards the reward for ‘information leading to
the identification, arrest and conviction of the individual{s) responsible’ for Shirley's death ... With
EPF's donation, the reward now stands at $80,000.” The Courler-Journal adds that the FBI and 5
Bureau of Aleohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives “had previcusly announced a 350,000 reward
Hin the case, and the Louisville Metre Police Foundation said soon after they were putfing $25,000
towards the reward.”

iSources: FBI Is Investigating Nevada’'s Marijuana Licensing Process.

' The Las Vegas Review-Journat {8/25, Kane, 372K) reports Chad Christensen, who co-owns a
cdispensary in Las Vegas, and two anonymous individuals said they have been interviewed by FBI
agents who are investigating Nevada's marijuansa lcensing process,

Man Facing Drug Charges After He Allegedly Attempted To Evade Police In Utah.

In online coverage, KIWVXETV Salt Lake City (8/25, Facer) reports a recently unsealed indictment

| alteges that James Kiein “led police on a high-speed chase” in Utah earlier this yvear. The FBL is :
Hinvoived with the investigation of the case against Klein, who has been arrested and “charged with
possession with intent to distribute, possession of g firearm to further a narcotics offense, :
‘discharge of @ narcotics-related firearm, carjacking, discharge of a firearm in a vidlent crime, and
‘possesston of a firearm by a felon.”

Former Detective Pleads Guilty To Drug Charges.

MeClatchy (B/25, 29K reports Thomas Dwayne Reif, a former “detective with the Klamath Falls
Police Department” in Gragon, has “pleaded guiity to two counts of possession of a controlied
substance by misrepresertation, fraud, forgery, deception or subterfuge.” The indictment in this
federal case alleged that Relf “removed meth and fertanyt from an evidence container in a
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secured locker and left with the drugs before coming back and returning the container” to that
Hocker.

Kentucky Man Arrested In Connection With Meth Seizure.

In coverage that is behind & paywall, the Mountain Eagle (KY) (8/28) reports the FBI and the
Kentucky State Police conducted an operation that led to a recent methamphetamine seizure. The
Pmeth was allegedly found in the home of Kentucky resident Larry W, Bentley, who has been
Larrested.

%Arizona Man Sentenced To More Than 11 Years In Prison At End Of Drug Case.

§Arizcna resident Delgardo Frazer of Pheenix has been “sentenced to eleven years and three
cmonths” in prison for Meading an international cocaine trafticking operation.” Acting US Attornay
Williams thanked the DEA for participating in the investigation that led to Frazer's sentence.

FBI Searches Detroit City Hall Offices, Homes Of Two City Council Members.

The AP {8725} reports from Debrolt, "FBI agents on Wednesday searched offices at Detrolt City Hall
‘and the homes of two City Council members, just a few weeks after ancther counciiman was :
‘charged in an alleged bribery scheme. Agents and state police were seen at the homes of Janeé
Ayers and Scott Benson. Agents also were seen leaving City Hall with boxes. "The citizens of :
Detroit have a right to a city government that is free of corruption,’ Tim Waters, head of the FBL in
Detroit, told reporters outside City Hall, "No one is being charged today. Simply what we're doing
today is collecting evidence,”

Hinvestigation focused on Detrolt towing operations and bribery allegations emerged Wednesday as
CFEI agents raided Detroit City Hall and the homes of City Councll members Janed Avers and Scott
Benson, the latest development in a scandal that has led to charges against Councilman André
Spivey.” According to the News, “The full scope of the investigation was undlear, but FBI agents
‘were focused on municipal towing operations and accusations city officials received bribes,
‘according to two sources. Federal agents on Wednesday also searched the homes of several City
Council employees, including Ricardo Silva and Carol Banks, chiefs of staff for Ayers and Benson,
respectively, though search warrant documents listing probable cause to search the locations
remained sealed in court and no criminal charges were filed Wednesday,” ;
The Detroit Fres Press (8/25, Guillen, Afana, Witsil, 2, 16M) reports, “The searches came less
‘thar a month after federal prosecutors charged Coundiman Andre Spivey with conspiracy to ‘
commit bribery. Spivey's lawyer sald last month that the counciiman has been cooperating with
Hederal authoridies for more than a year.” The Free Press adds, “On Wednesday afternoon, a
parade of about 20 FBI agents ~ many carrving boxes loaded into SUVs - exited ity hall,
 Meanwhile, more agents searched the homes of Counciiman Scott Benson and Councliwoman
Janed Avers. The FBI aiso searched the Fast English Village home of Benson's chief of staff, Carol

' Banks. Despite the dramatic show of force by federal agents, little is known about what actions :
coundt members may have taken to target them in the FBI probe.” The Free Press notes, “The FBI
Fdidd not visit the 11th floor of ity hall, the location of Mayor Mike Duggan's office, or any other :
s administration office, according to Duggan spokesman John Roach.”

 Detroit city hall corruption since former Detroit Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick was convicted eight years
Fago on racketeering conspiracy charges. More than 100 politiclans, union bosses and police officers
have been charged with corruption in Michigan’s eastern district since 2008, ‘Clearly, there s a f
oulture of corruption that doesn’t stop at the city line or the county line,” Brik Gordon, a professor

' at the University of Michigan’s Boss Business School, told The Detroit News.” Among news outlets
‘also reporting are The Hill {8/25, 5.69M), Newsweak {8/25, Hutzler, 2.67M3, the Dearhorn (MD
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Pateh (8725, Siwicki, 1.44M), the Washington Examiner {8/25, Nothels, 888K}, WDIV-TV Detroit
§g8 25, 568K, WDET-FM Detroit {8/25, Newman, 3K}, and WIBK-TV Detroit {8/25, Langton, 381K},

%Chicago Alderwoman Resigns Key Committee Role Amid Federal Charges

Fchair Qf the City C@unca! s Committes on Cantractmg Oversight and Equity. WFLD expﬁam* that
FAustin “was indicted on federal charges of lying to the FBI and taking bribes for allegedly
Lconspiring to receive home improvements from construction contractors seeking assistance for a
development project in her Far South Side ward.” Sha faces charges of “conspiring to use ;
Hinterstate facilities o promote bribery.. using interstate facilities to promote bribery and.. wilifully
‘making false statements to the FBL” Austin has pleaded not guilty. :

§SEC Accuses Georgia Investment Adviser Of Running $110M Ponzi Scheme.

‘Reuters (8/25) reports that the Securities and Exchanges Commission (SEC) "has accused a
Georgia investment adviser in g $110 million Ponzi scheme that drew money from more than 400
Hinvestors in 20 states, according to 8 statement on Wednesday.” The SEC “obtained a temporary
restraining order and asset freeze from the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Georgia
‘against John Woods and two entities he controls, the commission statement said.”

Ex-Charleston, South Carolina Employee Pleads Guilty To City Contract Kickbacks.

The Charleston (SC3 Post and Courler (8/25, Garrison, 299K} reports, A former project manager
with the city of Charleston's Department of Housing and Community Developmant admitted Aug.
|25 he accepted kickbacks to steer housing repair contracts to local builders.” Brian B, Herndon ;
Cpleaded guilty to bribery at a hearing in U.S. District Court in Charleston. He admitted in court he
gecepted a total of 315,000 in bribes to provide non-public information about city housing projects
fto Charles Mincey, operator of Palmettos at Foliy.” Herndon "admitted in court he told Mincay how |
Cmuch money to bid on approximately 30 ity housing projects contracted between February 2014
‘and March 2020, Many of the contracts were for roofing work that was paid for in part by the U.5S.

' Departmant of Housing and Urban Development.”

%South Dakota Man Faces Federal Bank Fraud Charges.

§The Mitchell (SR Daily Republic (8/25, Dunteman, 36K) reports that federal prosecutors said on
‘Tuesday that a Glenham, 8D man “is facing federal charges of bank fraud after the Federal Bureau
| of Investigation says he profited from a loan scheme.” Gabe Cuttrim, 42, “made two nominee :
Hoans of an undisclosed amount in the name of an unknowing customer between 2015 and 2019,

Cwhile serving as the bank manager and vice-president of CorTrust Bank's Leola branch.” Quitrim
Sfaces up to 30 years in federal prison, & million dollar fine, five vears of supervised release and up
1o 3200 to the Fedaral Crime Victims Fund.” 5

Eight Face Federal Charges In San Diego “"Grandparent Fraud” Scam.
KSWE-TV San Diegoe (B/25, 214K} reports that eight people ~ Tracy Adrine Knowies, Adonis Alexis

| Butler Wong, Timothy “Bleazy” Ingram, Anajah Gifford, Lyda Harris, Joaguin Lopez, Jack Owuor,
and Tracy Glinton - "are facing federal charges for what prosecutors say was a criminal enterprise
‘making hundrads of thousands of dollars at the expense of elderly victims in San Diego County and
heyord.” KSWB explains that law enforcement officials “say the team of scammers took more than
L 42 miition from more than 70 older people acress the nation, including at least 10 victims in the ‘
' San Diego area. The scheme fad them ‘phony stories that their grandchildren were in terrible
trouble and needed money fast.” KSWE adds that six of the eight accused are in custody while
Knowles and Wong remain at large.

%California Cannabis Retailer Arraigned On Bribery, Tax Charges In Federal Court.

§of the Natural Heaimg Center, :: canndbss retaaier, aursendered o federaﬁ authorata@* and WBS
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‘arraigned on charges of “bribery and failing to report millions of dollars in income to the IRS.”
KSRY explains that Dayspring has “admitted to bribing San Luis Obispo County District 3 :
Supervisor Adam Hill to further his cannabis businesses.” According to DO officials, Dayspring “has
‘agreed to plead guilty to both felony charges, pay $3.4 million in restitution o the IRS, and 5
cpoperate in an ongoing government investigation.”

Prosecutors Say Glitch In FBI Software Program Allowed Unauthorized Access To
: Private Data.

iThe New York Post (8/25, Feuerherd, 7.45M) reports, A computer glitch in 8 secrstive software

Cprogram used by the FRI sllowed some unauthorized employees to access private data for more
than a vear, prosecutors revealed in 8 new court filing.” According to the Post, “The screw-up in
‘the Palantir program - a software created by a sprawling data analvtics company co-founded by
pilltonaire Peter Thiel - was detailed in a letter by prosecutors in the Manhattan federal court case
Fagainst accused hacker Yirgd Griffith. Data recovered from Griffith’s Facebook and Twitter
faccounts, which was obtained through a federst search warrant in March 2020, was accessed on

' Palantir for more than a year by at least four FBI emplovees, all of whom work outside New York
L and were not investigating the case, prosecutors wrote,”

§Tech CEOs Pledge Action On Cybersecurity At White House Summit.

§The AP {8/26, Tucker) reports leaders of top technology companies, induding Google, Apple, and
fMicrosoft, have “commitied to investing billions of dollars to strengthen cybersecurity defenses and |
o train skiled workers, the White House announced Wednesday following President Joe Biden's :
- private meeting with” the executives. In public remarks prior to the meeting, Biden called
‘cybersecurity a “core national security challenge” for the US. Biden said the “reality is most of our
Ceritical infrastructure is owned and operated by the private sector, and the federal government
‘can't meet this challenge alone,” The AP writes that the “broad cross-section” of participants
underscored how cyberattacks "have cut across virtually all sectors of commerce,”

The Hill (§/35, 5.69M} reports Biden met with officials from “over two dozen groups from & ;
range of fields, including the leaders of Alphabet, Amazon, Apple, IBM, Microsoft, Bank of America,
HIPMorgan, Duke Energy, PGRE, Travelers insurance, and the University of Texas Systern.” :
Reutars (8/25, Shalal) reports the US plans to "work with industry 0 hammer out new
fguidelines o improve the security of the technology supply chain,” as Biden urged the executives
to “raise the bar on cybersacurity.” Citing the rising frequency of high-profile ransomware attacks
‘and US efforts to gain Russian conperation fighting their perpetrators, Biden said, “We have a lot
‘of work to do.” After the meeting, Amazon “said it would make its cybersecurity training available
o the public for free, and it would give multi-factor authentication devices to some cloud :
computing customars, starting in Cctober,” IBM also "said it will train more than 150,000 people in
cybersecurity skills over three years and will partner with historically black colieges and 5
‘unfversities to create a more diverse cyber workforce.”

: Blogmberg (8/25, Kern, 3.57M} reports the meeting focusad “on ransomware, the root
‘causes of maliclous cyber activity, and how to ensure that cybersecurity s baked into technology
fsold by industry from the start, according to [al senior official.” After the meesting with Biden,
“several key cabinet secretaries led three breakout sessions with the industry participants.” The
Wall Street Journal {8/25, Volz, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports DHS Secretary Mavorkas
‘and Energy Secretary Granholm met with executives from water and electric utilities and the :
banking sector to discuss information sharing across their sectors, according to Southern Company
L CEO Tom Fanning, 5

DHS Launching New Civil Service Designation To Meet Demand For Cybersecurity
: Workers. :
NextGov {(8/35, Baksh) reports DHS is officially establishing a “recruitment and retention system it
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Fsays re-envisions the federal government’s current talent management to meet its demand for
Foybersecurity workers,” According to @ notica "set fo publish in the Federal Register” on Thursday,
CYWith [the Cyber Talent Managemeant System], DHS is creating a new type of Fedaral civil service
position, called a gualified position, and the cadre of those posttions and the individuais appointed
‘to them is called the DHS Cybersecurity Service (DHS-C%).” The new DHS system “will base hiring
g compensation decisions on individuals’ skilis, which will be assessed through relevant tests,
Hinstead of having to adhere to formats such as the General Schedule” which “tles advancement and
pay levels 1o how many years an employves has been with the government.” f

FBI Urges More Hate Crime Reporting.

awareness campaign for Oregon on September 1. Spedal Agent in Charge of the Portland Field
 Office Kieran Ramsey spoke to Ashland City Coundl about the initiative.” KDRV-TV adds, “Ashland
City Councllor, Gina DuQuenne is active with sodial justice groups throughout the Rogue Valley and
told Mewswatch 12 during the meeting with SAC Ramsey that she made her own suggestions to ‘
L get other community members behind the campaign. DuQuenne suggested the FBI reach out to
Jefferson Public Radio about the campaign because of its broad audience. She also hoped the hate

' orime awareness campaign would reach Southern Oragon University in Ashland.”
: WHBO-TY Memphis, TN {8/25, 69K) reports from Memphis, Tennesses, “FBI Memphis and the
U5 Attorney’s Office for the Western District of Tennessee are encouraging the public to raport :
hate crimes, the pair announced Wednesday. “Investigating hate crimes is the highest priority of
the FBI's Civil Rights program due to the devastating impact they have on families and
‘communities,” said Douglas M. Korneskd, Speciat Agent in Charge of the Memphis Fleld Office of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation. "The FBI is committed to protecting the civil rights of all people,
§and we will aggressively pursue those who comimit criminal offenses based on bigs.™

FBI Sending More Agents To Louisville, Kentucky In Crackdown On Violence, Gangs.

police in tackiing gangs and viclent criminals.” The Hill adds, “The additional law enforcement is a
‘part of a larger inttigtive between the Loulsville Metro Police Department and the FBI called the

[ Gafe Streets Task Force aimed at going after viclent ¢rime, NBC News reported on Tuesday. ‘Our
hope is that these additional resources will help identify, apprehend, and ultimateby convict 5
individuals involved in violent crime arcund Louisville, Our focus will be on faderal violations - such |
‘as carjackings, Hobbs Act robberies, and gun related charges,” Tim Beam of the FBI's Louisville :
L office told The Hill in a Wednesday email. The Safe Streets Task Force initiative has allegadly
‘already netted some results. Agents were able to recover around 1,200 grams of illegal controlied
substances and 17 firearms in a drug bust last week, the Justice Department said in a prass
‘releagse.”

Feds Intend To Expand Use Of Facial Recognition In Spite Of Growing Concerns.

' The Washington Post {(8/35, Harwell, 10.52M) reports the US government intends "o expand its
Fuse of facial recognition to pursue criminals and scan for threats, an internal survey has found,
aven as concerns grow about the technology’s potential for contributing to improper surveiliance
Fand false arrests.” Several departments, including “Agriculture, Commerce, Defense, Homeland
§Secur§ty, Health and Human Services, Interior, Justice, State, Treasury, and Veterans Affairs ~
told the Government Accourtabiiity Office that they intend to grow their facial recognition
‘capabilities by 2023, the GAQ said in a report posted o its website Tuesday.” Many of these
fdepartments “use face-scanning technology so employeas can unlock their phones and laptops or
Caocess buildings, though a growing number sald they are using the software to track people and
Lirvestigate crime.”

: Axios (8725, Garfinkeal, 1.26M) also covers the story.
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§WPost: Biden Should Create A Task Force On Criminal Justice Reform.

‘A Washington Post {8/25, 10.52M) editorial calls for “a national strategy” on oriminal justice
reform. The Post cites a letter from “more than 100 former and current prosecutors and law
renforcement officials” to President Biden “urging him to establish a task force that would be
charged with reimagining the work of local prosecutors to make the justice system less punishing
and more equitable.” The Post says local prosecutors “play critical and crucial roles in the judicial
 system but have been largely overlookad in the national debate about how to reform the system.” |
' Biden, the Post argues, “should make good on his campaign promise to examine how crimes are
prosecuted and create this much needed task force.”

_Springfield, Illinois SAC To Retire. 5
The Springfield (1) State Journal-Register (8725, 148K reports, “Special Agent in Charge Sean M,

Cox of the FBEs Springfield division will retire in September, according to a news release issued :
Tuesday,” Cox served in the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Louis, and Springfield field offices, as well as
| FRI headquarters in Washington, DO, in a career spanning more than 22 yvears. Acting US Attornay
for the Central District of Hlinois Douglas 1. Quivey said Cox “has dedicated his career with the FBI
o protecting us all and is a true public servant. His leadership of the Springfield Fleld Office set the
standard and he acted as a mentor to many,” :

RFK Assassin Sirhan Sirhan Seeks Parole With No Opposition From Prosecutors.

' The Washington Post (8/25, Jackman, 10.52M) reports Sirhan B. Sirhan, “convicted of the 1968

' assassination of Sen. Robert F. Kennady, will face a California parole board for the 18th time
Friday in a prison outside San Diego,” but "uniike the first 15 times, no prosecutor will stand to :
Loppose the release of Sirhan, who is now 77.” The Post adds, "When California abolished the death
penalty, Sirhan's sentence was reducad to life with the possibility of parcle. And now Sirhan, who
has been incarcerated for 53 years, may benefit from a new push among prograssive prosecutors
to seek the release, or not oppose the release, of nvids who have served decades behind bars,
e longer pose a threat to society and will be costly to treat medically in thelr later vears.”

Drug Offender, Michigan Company Partnering To Launch Marijuana Brand.
The Detroit Metro Times {8/25, DeVito, 228K reports drug offender Richard Wershe Jr., who has

filed & iawsuit that alieges the FBI and the Detroit Police Department bear responsibility for his
Hmprisonment, is “partnering with the Michigan-based Pleasantress Cannabis Company.” The
partnership will launch a marijuans brand called The 8th, which “refers to a standard” marijuans
fmeasurement and the US Constitution's Bighth Amendment. Some of the brand’s proceeds will be
Lused to help seek the release of people who are deemed to have been “wrongfully or excessively
Himprisoned for drug offenses.” Deadline Detrolt (8/25, Lenge!) aiso covers this story.

%While Pfizer Starts Process For Approval Of COVID Booster Shot, Moderna Finalizes
éAppIication For Full Approval Of Its Vaccine.

Bloomberg (8/25, Griffin, 3.57M) reports that Pfizer and BioNTech "are seeking full U.5. approval
for a Covid-19 booster shot for people 16 and older, asking reguiators to sign off on a third dose to
fguell & rise in infections among vaccinated people.” :
The New York Times (8/25, LaFraniere, Zimmer, 20.6M) says the firms will "submit all their
‘supporting data by the end of this week.” The pharmas “said that a third shot of the vacoine
‘sharply increased the levels of antibodies against the virus,” with researchers observing an
‘antibody response “more than three times higher than the level after the second dose.” The Hill
{8725, Williams, 5.69M) says “Pfirer and BioNTech's announcement comes days after the FDA
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granted full approval of Cornirnaty for people aged 18 and older, a highly anticipated move aftera
roughly three-month raview.” :
: Reuters (8/25, Roy, Mishra, Baasley) reports that Plizer "said 306 people given a third dose
Lof its vaccine between five and eight months after their second shot showed levels of neutralizing

s antibodies that were 3.3 times the levels seen after their second shot.” The companies “said they
Hintend to file the data with the European Medicines Agency and other regulatory authorities around
the world in coming weeks.” :
The AR {(8/25, Murphy) adds that so far, "more than 200 million doses of the Plizer vaccing
‘have been administered in the 1.5, ~ and hundreds of millions more woridwide ~ since it got the
‘green light in December.”

Meanwhile, Reuters {8/25, Roy} reports Moderna "has compigted the real-time review
process needed for a full approval for its COVID-19 vacdine in people aged 18 years and above, :
the company said on Wednesday.” The vaccine maker's “completed submission includes data from
‘2 late-stage study that showed 93% vaccine efficacy, even through six months after administration
§0f the second dose, the company said in 3 statement.” The Hill (8/25, Sullivan, 5.69M) reports, :
“Stéphane Bancel, Moderna’s CEG, said in a staternent that the submission is an ‘important
Cmiflestone in our battle against COVID-19 and for Moderna,’™ §
CNN {8/25, Gumbracht, 88 21M) reports, "Moderna said it has requested priority review from |
‘the agency,” the same pathway used to evaluate Pizer-BioNTech’s vaccine, which received the
FDAS approval Monday. However, “even with priority review, the approval process typically takes |
- months; the FDA moved resources arcund in order to be able to approve the Plizer/BioNTach
Lvaccine in less time.” According to the FDA's Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research Director
Dy, Peter Marks, the FDA finished its review of Pfizer’s vaccing "in about 40% of the normal cock
time for a submission of this magnitude.”

' Naafth Orinfs.  Megan McArdle writes
Hin the Washington Post (8/25, McArdie, 10.52M) that aithough "we don't expect a pandermnic to hit
favery year, most of us might eventually get some life-threatening iliness that we'd really rather
oure, And the covid-19 pandemic has made clear how FDA procedure can hamper the United
 States’ progress in the fight against disease.” The agency “helped exacerbate the CDC's testing
probiems early on” and it has been “siow on approving vaccines ~ perhaps only by @ matter of
‘weeks but, in this pandemic, weeks kill.” MoArdle arguss, “Any life-threatening condition is an
ermnergency for the people who have it,” and they “will be no less dead if they die waiting for a
§treatment f@r cancer or heart dissase that has gotten bogged down in FDA review.”
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phct fc:a aciuits beginning at feast six months after Fuli vaccinaticn, instead of the previousﬁy
announced eight-month gap, the Wall Street Journa! reported on Wednesday,” according to “s
person familiar with the plans.”

§Studies Show J&J Booster Yields Stronger Response Than Single Dose.

ABC World News Tonight  {8/25, 6142 p.m. EST, story 2, 3:50, Mulr, 5.99M) reported that :
Johnson & Johnson releasad “new data showing the booster, six mcmthq after getting that one shot
vaccine, increased antibody protection nine-fold.” NBC NiahtEv News  (B/25, 6:38 p.m. EST, story
L3, 2310, Holt, 5.37M) continued that “new protection could be on the way for the 14 million ?
Americans who recelved the one shot Johnsen & Johnson vacdne.” NBC explained that while last
Cmonth, “381 reported s single shot still provides protection against COVID strong and stable
through elght months after immunization,” the company has indicated “an extra booster shot
Lincreased protection by nine times,”

The New York Times (8/25, Zimmer, 20.6M; explains that a booster shot "of the Iohnson &
Johnson vaccine dramatically raises the levels of antibodies against the coronavirus, the company
reported on Wednesday. " The company “will submit the data to the Food and Drug Administration,
L which is evaluating similar s‘cua‘jies fmm Pfizer and Moderna.”

: The Washington Post (8/25, 52M) reports that “in two studies that have not gone through |
s scientific peer review, submitted to tim preprint site Medriv, people who had 8 second shot of the
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L I&3 vaccine produced a ot of immune molecudes known as antibodies, which bind to and neutralize
Lan invading virus,” Mathal Mammaen, head of research and development at Johnson & Johnson :
subsidiary Janssen, said the booster dose “further increases antibody responses among study
participants who had praviously received our vacoine, We look forward to discussing with public
health officials 2 potential strategy for our Johnson & Johnson covid-18 vaccine.”

. Reuters {8725, Steenhuysen) reports that the daty indicated that "a second dose of the &3
vaccine deliverad six mornths after the first resuited in g ninefold increase m binding antibody
Hevels over those seen 28 days after the first dose.” The CBS Evening News {8725, 6:39 p.m. :
CEST, story 3, 2:20, O'Donnell, 3.65M) added that “as early as next month, boosters could go in the
arms of Johnson & Johnson's 14 million vacoine recipients.” :
: Politice (8/25, Morello, 6.73M3, Axies (8/25, Doherty, 1.26M), Bloomberg (8725, Griffin,
3.57MG, and the Wall Street Journal (8/25, Schwartz, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) provide
Csimilar coverage of the studies on the J&1 hooster,

Pentagon Says Troops Must Get COVID Vaccines.

requirement for mihtary trc:csps o tim med;ateiy begm ¥ ge’c the COVID-19 vaccme...crdermg
service leaders to 'impose ambitious timelines for implementation.” The AP continues that
sgecording to Pentagon data, “more than 800,000 service members have yet to get their shots, ...
fAnd now that the Plizer vacoine has received full approval from the Food and Drug Administration,
the Defense Department is adding it to the list of reguired shots troops must get as part of their

- military service.” The memo “does not dictate a specific timeline for completing the vaccinations.

| But it says the military services will have to report reguiarly on their progress.”

: Reutars (8725, Al adds “the U.S, military has said that around haif the U5, armed forces
‘are already fully vaccinated, a number that dimbs significantly when counting Qniy active-duty
Lroops as’zd deudinq Natﬁmai Guard and Reqer‘ie members.”

§experts and maiatary Eeadershap, and wsth the dupport of the President, 1 have determinad that
mandatory vaccination against coronavirus disease. . .is necessary to protect the Force and defend
‘the American people.”

Faooinsg Nandatles Secoms Now Noem Qorosy 8§80 Bigomberg (8/25, Levin,
‘Woodhouse, Wetzel, 3.57M) reports that vaccine mandates “are beginning a march across the
H11.5., constricting the places that people who have shunned the shots can work, shop and play.”
Bloomberg explains that one day “after the federal Food and Drug Administration approved the

| Pfizer BioNTech vaccine, institutions central to their regions announced tougher ~ perhaps
hellwether - rules.” By way of example, Bloomberg says “Goldman Sachs Group Inc. requirad
bankers o prove they'd been vaccinated” and in “foothali-crazed Baton Rouge, Louisiana Siate
University will demand vacdnes or negative Covid tests to see a game at Tiger Stadium, capacity
1162,000.7
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The AP {8/25, Wallace) reports that ﬂesﬂay, axas Gov. Greg Abbott (R) fssued an
L executive orde:r “hanning any state andates requiring peopie o be varcmated against
COVID-19.7

: The Hill {8/25, Weixel, 5.69M) explains that Abbott’s dedision "marks a c¢hange from the
Lgovernor’s previous executive order, which banned mandates for vaccines administerad under an
ermergency use authorization.” The order, however, does “not mention employer mandates and
preserves exceptions for places such as nursing homes, long-term care facitities and state-
supported living centers,”

: Politice {(8/25, Ward, 6.73M) reports, "Abbott added another agenda item to the legisiative
special session on Wednesday, asking the Legislature to consider taking action to address whether
fstate or local entities can mandate the shots and, if so, what exemnpticns should be included in the

- mandate.”
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sought for months to persuade Ssome 85 million still-unvaccinated eligible Americans-- a largely
§er&trenrh@d papuiafﬁon despite a range of incentives, political appeals and now mandates 1o get the
‘shots, ™ waver “hopes that many of those skeptics wouild be swayed by full FDA approval for ‘
the vaccine “appear to have been unrealistic, according to interviews with 16 unvaccinated
CAmericans - including six who said earlier this year that they would be more lkely to get
Svaccinated If the FDA approved the shots.”

Jaffa To Add Noaflly Inswrancs Chargs Soar Uavaooinated Staft, Reuters {8/35)
reports that Delta Air Lines "old uswacairmted employees on Wednesday they will have to pay an
fadditional $200 per month for thelr company- apansorﬂd healthcare plan.” CEO Ed Bastian “said the
‘monthly surcharge would take effect on Nov. 1.7 He "said the surcharge is necessary to address
the finandial risk the Atlanta-based airline faces from the decision to not vaccinate.” He added that |
Sthe average hospital stay for COVID-19 has cost the company $50,000 per person.” 5
Bloomberg (8/35, Schiangenstein, 3.57M) reports Bastian "said 75% of the carrier’s workers
‘already are vaccinated” and “increasing cases of coronavirus linked to @ 'very aggressive’ variant
sare driving the push for all employees to get the shots.” Delta “also will require weekly testing for
‘employees who aren't vaccinated by mid-Septemnber.” Employees who are not "vaccinated must
‘wear masks in all indoor settings, effective immediately.” Also reporting are Axics {8/25, Sarie,
F1.26M) and the Wall Street Journal (8/23, AL, Sider, Subscription Publication, 8.41M),

FARY ‘\

New York Governor Adds 12K Deaths To COVID Tally.

§Cuemc Eegacy, hsﬂ“ newiy installed succassor, Gov, Kathy Hef:hui {2}, “agknowiedged folg! her first
‘day in office that the state has had nearly 12,000 more deaths from COVID-1% than Cuomo told
the public.” Hochul sald, "The public deserves a dear, honest picture of what's happening. And
fthat's whether it's qood or bad, thay need {0 know the truth. And that's how we restore ;
L confidence. “ The AP says “in its first daily update on the outbreak Tuesday evening, Hochui's office
reported that nearly 55,400 people have died of the coronavirus in New York based on death :
certificate data submitted to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.” This is “up from

L about 43,400 that Cuomo reported to the public as of Monday, his iast day in office.” 5
: The Wall Street Journal (8/25, Fanelli, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) explains Cucomo based
his total on data from adult-care facilities, hospital, and nursing homes, Meanwhile, the CDC ‘
Hincludes COVID-19 deaths that occurred at any location.

The Washington Post (8725, Bump, 10.52M) adds that during a Wednesday interview, Hochud
Carmounced that her state was going to provide a more acourate accourting of fatalities related to
covid- 19 moving forward,” She said, “There’s a lot of things that weren't happening, and I'm going |
to make them happen.” :
: Bloombearg (8725, Kinary, 3.57M), Axigs (8/25, Knutson, 1.26M), Reuters {8/25, Maan,

' Goldberg) and The Hill (B/25, Weixel, 5.89M) alsc report on Hochul's announcement.

£t

Ford Delays Return To Office Until 2022,

Bloomberg (8/25, Naughton, 3.57M) reports that "Ford Motor Co. is delaying employees’ return to
‘the office for a second time due to the worsening spread of Covid-18, weighing a broader vaccine
‘mandate and expanding remote work for salaried staff.” Ford said “the return has been moved to
January from October.”

On its website, ONBC (8725, Wavyland, 7.34M) reports that Ford said, "The state of the
LOOVID-19 virus remains very fluid and therefore we are adjusting the start of our hybrid work
‘arrangement to no earlier than January 2022.7

iCOVID Surge Taxes Emotional Health Of Medical Workers.

| NBC Mightiy News {8725, 6:40 pan. BEST, story 4, 2:10, Holt, 5.37M) reported that the “new ;
ssurge” in COVID infactions is “taking an emotional toli on health care workers.” NBC continued that |
CAmericans who hesitate to get the vaccine asking nurses and doctors to shoulder the unbelievable
welght of death and ilinesses.” NBC interviewed Julia Kleese, an TCU nurse at OHSU Hospital in :
fPortland, She said, Vit's really unnecessary. 1 mean it's totally avoidable, 1 think that's the most
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heartbreaking part of i, 1 just wish people could hear it but i vou're worried about side effects
from the vaocine itself, your risks of what can happen to yvou or your loved one if you do not get
vaccinated are astronomically higher,”

As ICE Faces Calls For Reforms, Senate Prepares To Confirm Director.

' The Los Angeles Times {(8/25, Venkataramanan, 3.37M} reports ICF could see its “its first Senate-
confirmed leader in nearly five years this fall ~ laying the groundwork for change at an agency
Hong criticized for its treatment of immigrants in detention.” The agency faces "mounting pressurg
to enact reforms” as the Senate prepares “to vole on President Biden's nominee, Texas Sheriff Bd
 Gonzalez, who has long worked with ICE but has aise taken a moderate approach to immigration
‘enforcement.” White the Biden Administration has “already announced new guidelines for the
agency, implementing them and others will fall to the new director.”

Rental Assistance Program Has Distributed Just $5.1B.

[ The New York Times (8/25, Thrush, Rappeport, 20.86M} reports that as the White House prepares
for "a Supreme Court order that could strike down a new national moratorium on evictions,” the
| $46.5 billion Emergency Rental Assistance Program, which was “created to pay rent accrued during
‘the pandernic continues to disburse money at 3 slow pace.” The program “sputtered along in July,
Fwith just $1.7 billion being distributed by state and local governments, according to the Treasury
‘Repartment, which overseas the program.” Figures released Wednesday showead that “the monay
‘meted out was @ modest increase from the prior month, bringing the total aid disbursad to about

' $5.1 billion...or roughly 11 percent of the cash allocated by Congress to avoid an eviction crisis
‘that many housing experts now see as inoreasingly likely.” Politice (8/25, O'Dionnell, §.73M) says
the Treasury figures Vindicat{e] that millions could be at risk of losing their homes once eviction
protections end.”

: The Washington Post (8/25, Siegel, 10.53M) savs the July numbers “barely picked §
up...compared to June, reflecting ongoing struggles for the White House, along with state and local
governments, to help people catch up on payments and avold eviction.” The Post says the 5
Administration issued guidelines Wednesday that "it says will further streamiine application
fprocesses and make it easier for people to get help. But it's undlear whether the changes will be
éﬂneugh to solve the per;wtwt issues that have snarled rental relief programs for months.”

: The CRS Fvening News (8725, 5143 pom, EST, story 5, 2140, O'Donnell, 3.65M) called the
Treasury Departmert number “shocking. The money “is meant for landiords whose tenants have
stopped paying rent and cannot be evicted during the pandemnic.” CBS (Lenghi) added that a new
report shows “that nearly 10% of landlords around the courntry coliected less than half of their rert
Hin 2020, Small landlords owning fewer than six units were most effected.” The Wall Street Journal
{8735, Ackerman, Parker, Subscription Publication, 8.41M} provides similar coverage.

Biden, Democrats Enter “September Sprint” To Pass His Economic Agenda.

HIn an analysis, the New York Times (8/25, Tankersley, Cochrane, 20.6M) describes 3 "Septernber

L sprint” as President Biden, "his aides and his allies in Congress” seek “to secure a legislative
svictory that could define his early presidency.” After Democratic leaders In the House “struck a
fdeal to advance the two-track approach that Mr, Biden hopes will deliver a $4 trillion overhaul of
the federal government’s role in the economy,” Democrats “are racing the clock.” The agreement
“sets up a potentially perilous vote on one part of the agenda by Sept. 27: a bipartisan deal on ‘
‘roads, broadband, water pipes and other physical infrastructure. It also spurred House and Senate
Headers to intensify efforts to complete z larger, Democrats-only bill...inside that same window. " If
Democrats “can bridge their differencas in time, thay could deliver a signature legistative 5
s achievement for Mr, Biden,” but if they fail, Biden “could find both halves of his economic agenda
‘dashed.”
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within three weeks.” Pelost said, "Some committees will be marking up before Sept. 15, but :
Leveryone by Sept. 15, ... We write a bill with the Senate because it's no use our doing a bili that is
L not going 1o pass ti ‘Senate
: Safosd Dow FE Doal WS Damocratic Conteists. The Hill (8/25, Marcos, 5.69M) says

AN VW

Peiom ‘dcwnp!aypd E: deai struck this week with a group of centrist Democrats to move forward on
plans to advance President Biden's infrastructure and spending plans as g "darification’ on the time
Hframe.” She “said that there would have been a need to take up the Senate-passed $1.2 trillion
pipartisan infrastructure bill next month anyway because some surface fransportation programs
‘are expiring on Sept. 30.7 Pelost said of the agreement to take up the infrastructure bill by Sept.
|27, “It's 3 clarification. ... So, we're talking about a couple of days eartier.”

Meanwhile, the Wall Strest Journal (8/25, Duehren, Petersen, Subscription Publication,
FB.41M) says that in the wake of the internal battle over passing the $3.5 trillion budget resolution,
Democrats are bracing for even tougher negotistions in the fall as pmgrequ@s and centrists battle
‘over details of the budget bill, The Hill (8/25, 5.69M) says progressives “are digging in for a fall 5
fight with centrists.” According to The Hill, “Meading progressives are signaling they plan to use
thelr collective voting power to keep the pressure on leadership and their centrist colieagues to
Lensure the ﬁ:weepim social benefits package passes Congress and becomes law.”

MoCarifiyy Mdan Spanaing S8 W Sasy "Orar My Dead Sodye ™ On ifs website,

L CNBC (8/25, Ezreunmger 7.34M5 reports in an interview Wednesday with CNBC s Sauawk Box
House Minority Leader McCarthy wowed to do everything he can to stop Democrats in Congress
from passing the multitrillion-dollar infrastructure and social spending plans backed by President
Hoe Biden.” Asked if he expected the spending bills to pass Congress by September, McCarthy said,
I be over my dead body, because I going to do everyihing in our power to stop €7 But, :
CNBC says that since “House Democrats appeared to have resolved thelr differences and voted to
éadvgmfe those plans, it's not dear what MoCarthy can do.”

§Administration Will Resume Offshore Oil Leasing This Year.

Reuters (8/25, Groom) dtes “court papers” which show that the Administration “said on Tuesday it
Pwould take steps to restart the federal o and gas ieasing program in the next week and plans to
hold a Guif of Mexico auction as soon as October.” The filing In “a Loulsiana federal district court on
Tuesday was in response to a motion by the state of Loulsiana and 12 other states from earlier this
‘month that sought to compel! Interior to restart the leasing program and to show why it should not
' be held in contempt for failing to comply with the order issued weeks sarlier.” Reuters says :
Cinterior "will take procedural steps by the end of this month to prepare for a sale of oif leases in
the Guif of Mexico. The auction itself is expected in Qctober or November.”

EPA Rejected Administration Criticism Of Auto Emissions Plan.
Bloomberg (8/24, Diouhy, 3.57M) reports that White House and “other Administration officials”

told the EPA its “industry-backed plan for tightening auto emissions limits was too {ax, but the
§agency rebuffed those warnings and released the proposal with provisions that could iessen its
bite.” Bloomberg cites “thousands of pages of correspondence, analysis and drafts newly released
Hfrom an interagency review of the measure the EPA unvelled earlier this month and is set o ‘
finalize by the end of the year,” which it says highlight “tension within the administration over how
aggressively to wield regulations to fight climate change, especially when the efforts are opposed
Chy industry 7

éSenate Democrat Plan Would Increase Penalties For Shifting Profits Abroad.

Blogmberg (8725, Davison, 3.57M) reports under a plan from Senate Democrats, US companies

Cwould face steeper penalties for shifting profits abwoad.” Bloomberg says the plan “offers the

clegrest picture yet of the higher levies that big firms could be paying from next year.” Draft

Hegisiation released Wednesday outlines Senate Finance Chair Ron Wyden's “vision for how to

Creform the global tax system for multinational corporations, which Democrats say have been

subject to lax rules that for decades have allowed them to shift profits and jobs outside the 11.8.7

CWyden said in a statement, “Overhauling the international tax code s central to our efforts o ‘
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restore fairness.” Increased corporate taxes will “fund critical investments like the paid leave and
cthe expanded child tax credit - Socis! Security for our children,” Wyden said,

Infrastructure Bill’s Cryptocurrency Measures Could Push Transactions Overseas.

Thc Wall Street Journal (8/35, Talley, Subscription Publication, 8.41M} reports some say the
: Senate-passed infrastructure bill contains regulation of the cryptocurrency that could push iflicit
seryptocurrency transactions into markets outside the US government’s reach,

Biden Administration To Continue Challenging “"Remain In Mexico” Policy.

Reyters (8/25, Hesson, Graham) reports the Biden Administration faced calls on Wednesday "o :
take new steps” to end a Trump-era immigration policy reguiring asylum seekers to stay in Maxico |
‘while awaiting US immigration hearings after the Suprema Court ordered the reinstaternent of the
' Migrant Protection Protocols {MPP). The Supreme Court ordered that Biden must comply with an
‘order “to revive the program, although federal officials retain some discretion on how to do that.”
The Administration could potentially “take a number of steps to slow-walk implementation of the

| MPP program, & Democratic congressional aide told Reuters.” One option could be “to draw o
negotiations with Mexico, the aide said.” The US has “already been in touch with Mexico over the
Supreme Court dedsion, senior Mexican foreign ministry official Roberto Velasco said on Twitter,
sealling the judiclal process a ‘unilateral measure.”” Mexico will "exercise sovereignty in designing
sand executing its migration policies, the Mexican foraign ministry said in a statement.”
: NBC Nighthy News  (8/25, 6:46 p.m., EST, story 7, 1:3%, Holt, 5.37M) similarly reported that |
the US “can't simply restart the program on its own. It'H require the cooperation of Mexico which
Lisn't happy about this development.” NBC's Toda:[ (8/35, 2.96M} reported the Supreme Court

' said the “Administration likely viclated faderal law in its efforts to rescingd the program formerly ‘
known as remain in Mexico.” ABC's Geod Morning America {8/25, 2.71M) reported that the Court
- deliverad “a blow to the Biden Administration’s move to cance! former President Trump's remain in
‘Mexico policy.” CBS This Morning (8/35, 2.14M) reported that Court said “the Administration did
not provide an adequate reason to get rid of” the policy.

: Roll Call {(8/25, Shmon, 130K reports the Administration “vowed to continue Tighling to end”
the policy. In g statemeant after the Tuesday night ruling, DHS said that it "respectfully disagraes
Fwith the district court’s decision and regrets that the Supreme Couwrt declined to issue a stay,” has
appealed the district court’s order and will continue to vigorously challenge it.” DHS “said it would
comply with the district court’s order “in good faith’ but will continue its appeal at the district court
Hevel even as it reinstates the policy” and has begun “diplomatic discussions” with Mexico over how
‘o restart the program. Jennifer Ihanez Whitlock, policy counsel at the American Immigration ‘
Lawyers Association suggested DHS could Vissue guidance to Customs and Border Protection

' outlining how to apply MPP to new arrivals, with room for exceptions, similar to how
‘unaccompanied chiidren are exermnpt from expulsion under Title 42, a Trump-era public health
directive used to turn back migrants at the southern border.”

Henry Glsen writes in the Washington Fost (8/35, 10.52M) that the Supreme Court’s order
Ceffectively overturning the Biden administration’s efforts to date to do away with” the program
‘was "a proper application of the relevant law and a defense of democratic governance.”

In her Washington Post (8/25, 10.52M) column, Ruth Marcus takes issue with the Supreme
Court’s refusal to “disturb [Texas federal court judge Matthew] Kacsmaryk's ruling.” While Marcus
fsays that is “bad policy.,” she argues that “who has the better policy, Trump or Biden, isn't the real
Lissue here. It's what role the federal judiciary should play in fivspecking that policy and, in :
- particular, what should happen while the legal questions are being sorted out.” Marcus says the

' Court's “conservative justices like to opine on the limits of the judicial role, the importance of
deference to the executive and the particular need to avoid having the judiciary insert itself into
foreign affairs. Where, exactly, were those noble sentiments here?”

In an editorial, The Weall Street Jowrnal (8/3%, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) argues that
the practical impact of the ruling will be limited in the near-term, although the board defends the
effectiveness of the policy in deterring migrants at the US-Mexicw border.
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' Biden Approves California Disaster Declaration.

The New York Times (8/25, Tavior, 20.6M) reports President Biden has “approved California’s
request for a Presidential Major Disaster Declaration, a move that provides federal aid to four
counties devastated by the Dixie and River fires.” Gov. Gavin Newsom's (D) request on Monday
Hincluded eight counties, but "his office said in & news release the next day that more blazes ~
fincluding the Caldor fire - could be added after ongoing damage assessments are completed.”
Mewsorm said in a statement, “California is grateful for President Biden's swift approval of our
‘request and the ongoing work of our heroic firefighters and emergency responders to protect
communities across Northern California " 7 ‘
As WS ras Sween, Smoie Croating Nosard I West, ABC World News Tonig e (B35,
F6A6 pom, BST, story 3, 1:40, Mulr, 5.99M) reported firefighters are “battling” the Caldor Fire in :
California, “trying to stop it as it burns towards Lake Tahoa, And a short time ago, the Fontana Fire
preaking out in San Bernarding county, forcing pecple to flee their homes.” ABC {Gutman) adds ‘
the firefighters “are unable to stop the thick slabs of smoke for more than 90 active wildfires
fouling air quality for millions in the West. The air over Renc and Lake Tahoe so hazardous,
Lofficials closed schools. More than 50,000 students staying home Monday and Tuesday.”

iOCE Says Mooney Used Campaign Funds For Personal Expenses.

Alex W, Mooney (R-WY) “spent thousands of campaign dollars on personal expenses, including
numerous fast food meals and family excursions to West Virginia resorts, while failing to properiy
report more than $40,000 in expenditures.” Mooney's “deficient reporting to the Federal Blaction
Commission concealed additional instances of converting campaign funds for personal use,
Faccording to an OCE report, which was obtained by CQ Roll Call.” The Ethics Committee s now
‘doing its own invastigation to determine whether Mooney omitted required information from FEC
reports or converted campaign funds for personal use, according to documents reviewed by C0Q
CRol Call”

iJudge Orders Sanctions Against Lawyers Involved In Michigan Election Challenge.

The Hill (8725, Neidig, 5.69M) reports US District cowrt Judge Linda Parker on Wednesday “orderad
' sanctions against attorneys involved in bringing a legal chalienge against Michigan's 2020 election
results, including Trump allies Sidney Powell and Lin Wood.” Parker “ordered the attorneys to pay
‘the legal fees of the city and state elections officials involved in the case and referred them to
disciplinary guthorities in thelr home district for investigation into whether more sericus penalties,
fincluding disbarment, are warranted.”

: The Washingion Post (8/25, 10.52M) says in a2 "scathing L110-page opinion,” Parker “wrote
‘that the lawyers had made assertions in court that were not backed by evidence and had failed to
‘do the due diligence required by legal rules before alleging mass fraud in the Michigan vote.” She
Lwrobe, "This case was never about fraud, ... It was about undermining the People’s faith in our
democracy and debasing the judicial process to do s0.”

iSouth Dakota AG Will Take Plea Deal In Fatal Highway Crash.

' plea deal on misdemeanor traffic charges in a crash last year in which he hit and killed a man who
Cwas walking along a rural highway, a prosecutor said Wednesday.” Beadle County State's Attorney
Michael Moore told the AP that "there won't be a trial and there will be a plea entered.” Moore :
declined to discuss further details of the arrangement,” citing “a judge's order that bars state
officials from discussing details of the investigation.”

Moulton, Meijer Take Heat For Unannounced Trip To Kabul.
§The AP (8724, Baidor) reports that the “unannounced” trip to Kabul by Reps. Seth Moulton (D-MA)
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Fand Rep. Peter Mefjer (R-MI) is resulting in significant blowback from the Administration and the
Cmilitary, Three officials “familiar with the flight said that State Department, Defense Department
Land White House officials were furious about the incident because it was done without coordination
Lwith diplomats or military commanders directing the evacuation.” 5
: The Hill (8/25, Gangitano, 5.69M) reports White House press secretary said, “Our guidance
Fcontinues to be to all American citizens, induding elected officials, this is not the time to travel to
Afghanistan,” adding, “Our focus, our objectives, our resources, need to be laser-focused on :
Cevacuating Afghan partners, evacuating American citizens, and that’s best done in the hands of the |
Departrment of Defense and State Department professionals who are on the ground.” :
: Roll Call {8725, Lesniewskd, 130K) reports Pentagoen spokesman John Kirby said that Defense
Secretary Austin “would have appreciated the opportunity to have had a conversation before the
Fvisit took place.” He added, “They certainly took time away from what we had been planning to do
that day.” 5
The New York Times (8/25, Edmondson, 20.6M) reports the trip by the palr, who have
CMemerged as two of the toughest oritics of the Biden administration’s withdrawal,” has “infuriated
administration officials who were aiready annoyad by the lawmakers’ cutspoken criticism and
‘drew bipartisan rebukes from Speaker Nancy Pelost of California and Representative Kevin
MeCarthy of California, the Republican leader.” Axlos (8/25, Doherty, 1.26M) reports Peales! sald,
t's not just about them going to Afghanistan, but in going to the region, because there's a call on
L our resources diplomnatically, politically, militarily in the region as well, so this is deadiy sericus.”
: The Wall Streat Journal (8/25, Kesling, Rubscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that the two
Hawmakers said that part of the goal was to press the President to extend the evacuation deadling,
Chut one they say the reality of the ground, they accepted the President’s timeline. Still, they said
they didnt think there would be time to get everyone out.

Concerns Mount Over US Counterterrorism Ability After Afghanistan Pullout.

' Reuters (8/25) reports that “with no U.S. troops or reliable partners left, jails emptied of militants
Land the Taliban in control, doubts are mourting within President Joe Biden's administration over
Washington's ability to stemn a resurgence of al Gaeda and other extrerists in Afghanistan, six
Ccurrent and former U.S, officials told Reuters. " Officials said the Administration “cannct rely on
neighboring countries because it has so far been unable to strike accords on bases for U8
copunterterrorism forces and drones.” This “has left Washington dependent on staging
counterterrorism operations from U5, bases in the Guif and counting on the Taliban to adhere to
the 2020 U.S. pullout deal to stop militant attacks on the United States and allies.” However,
flying military alroreft out of the Middle East, the nearest military hub Washington has in the
region, may ultimately cost more than the 2,500 troops that had been in Afghanistan until earfier
this year, the officials added.”

Taliban “Scrambling” To Form Government With Former Officials.

CThe Washington Post (8/25, George, 10.52M} reports the Taliban s "scrambling” to come to an
fagreement with former Afghan officials to “establish a government that could gain international
recognition, keep aid money flowing into the country and restore access to billions of doliars in ‘
Linternational reserves.” Taliban leaders "have shuttled between more than a dozen meetings over |
‘the past week with the few former Afghan officials who remain in Kabul, inciuding” Hamid Karzai,
CAbdullah Abduliah and Guibuddin Hekmatyar,
HHAN FROFasman Toll AFTImas Foals I8 To Radu i Cogntry: Mot Syact ;
Vengeance., The New York Thmes (8/25, Alkins Huyiebmﬂk, Zi} &M} reporta that i an interview
Lwith them, Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mawh;d “offered a portrait of a group intent on :
rebuliding a country shattered by decades of war.” He told themn, "We want to build the future, and
forget what happened in the past,” and “rejected widespread fears that the Tallban are already ‘
sexacting vengeance on those who opposed them and want to reimpose the harsh controls on
cwornen that made them notorious when they ruled the country 20 vears agoe.”
; For NBC Nightly News  {B/25, 6:34 p.an. EST, story 2, 31380, Holt, 5.37M), Richard Engel
Hinterviewed Mujahid, asking him about the treatment of women. Mujahid said, “They are our ‘
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Lsisters. We must show thern respect. They should not be frightened. The Taliban are humans and
Hfrom this country. They fought for their country. Women should be proud of us, not scared.”
Mujahid also denied that Gsama bin Laden was involved in the 3711 attacks, saying, "There is no
evidence even after 20 years of war, we have no proof he was involved.”

Tafibay (rdory Sanks To Qe Ax Cash Jrunch Ny Popuface. The Washingten Post
H{B/25, 10.52M) reports residents of Kabul "struggled to find money Wednesday even after the
Taliban ordered banks to reopen for the first time in more than a week amid rising prices and
funcertainty.” The Taliban has "reportedly orderad some mid-level bureaucrats at Afghanistan’s
Finance Ministry and central bank to resume work, as the new regime faces a cash squeeze and a
H{ooming humanitarian crisis.” Analysts say “the hasty departure of trained officials, iournalists,
‘human rights advocates and others is leaving the war-torn country lacking in expertise needed to
Lgovern.” The New York Times (8/25, Victor, Onishi, Hassan, 20.6M) reports that residents are
Sstruggling to lead their daily lives in an economy that, propped up for the past generation by
‘American aid, is now in free fall. Banks are closed. Cash is growing scarce, and food prices are
‘rising. Fuel is becomning harder to find. Government services have stalled as divil servants avold
work, fearing retribution by the Taliban.”

Wor'd Sank Suspends &id To Afghanistan.  Politico Burgpe (8725, 15K reports the
fWorld Bank Thas halted financial aid to Afghanistan amid concerns about ‘the country’s

- development prospects, especially for women,” under the Taliban, a spokesperson told multiple

' media cutiets Wednesday.” The spokesperson sald, “We have paused disbursements in our :
‘operations in Afghanistan and we are closely monitoring and assessing the situation in line with our
Linternal policies and procedures. ” Politico says “the move, announced lass than a week after the ‘
international Monetary Fund froze funds aliocated for Afghanistan amid pressure from the U.S.,
sanother hit to the country’s economic prospects undar Taliban rule.” §
In an editorial, the Wall Street Iournal (8/25, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) raizes concerns
‘that the Taliban may have get access to International Monetary Fund loans, perhaps as partofa
‘deal that results in the recognition of thelr government. While the Journal notes that IMF members
have so far blocked access, it highlights the willingness of the group for finance other pariah :

fregimes, particularly Belarus,
: O

///;

B s‘ RS

; Taffdan Takeoves, The Washington Post

L (8/25, Cunningham, 10.52M) repcrtd ""aid agencies are warning that the overcrowded conditions”

Lin parts of Afghanistan “could bring a new surge in coronavirus cases. The turmoil, the United :
Nations said this week, has already hindered its ability to respond.” The health crisis comes “as the
Lcountry s already struggling health-care system reels under the weaight of conflict, supply 5
' shortages exacerbated by the choke point at Kabul airport, widespread displacement and a long-
sstanding lack of resources.”
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iTaIiban Makes Appointments To Key Ministerial Posts.

‘Reuters (8/25) reports the Taliban “have appointed senior veterans to the posts of finance minister
Fand defence minister, two members of the group said, as it switchas focus from a stunning military
‘conguest to how to run a country in crisis.” Reuters says “the Taliban have not formally announced
‘the appointments, which a commander said were provisional, but Afghanistan’s Pajhwok news ‘
‘agency sald on Tuesday that Gul Agha had been named as finance minister and Sadr Ibrahim
sgcting interior minister,” Meanwhile, “former Guartanamo detainees Mullah Abdul Qayyum Zakir
‘was named acting defence ministar, Al Jazgers news channel reportad, citing a Taliban source.”

UN Report Highlights Abuse Of Staff By Taliban.

- document they have seen recards “d@zend cf mcsdents of Taisbdn maiatants threatemng ane:i

s gssaulting UN staffers and their families. Reuters adds that while the militants have “sought to
reassure Afghans and Western powers that they will respect people’s rights, reports of reprisals
have undermined confidence, not least among those associated with forelgn crganisations.”

Pentagon Has At Least $6 Billion In Funds Originally Destined For Afghan Military.
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Bloomberg (8/25, Capaccio, 3.57M) reports the US withdrawal from Afghanistan “is leaving the
Pentagon with at least $6 bilion in unspent funds for the now-defunct Afghan Security Force - and
La potential fight over how to spend the money.” The Pentagor’s Comptroller “is consulting with
Hawmakers and the White House Office of Management and Budget over the funds, which included
L4600 million in previously approved but unspent fiscal 2020 funds, as well as $2.3 billion in this
fiscal yvear as of June plus $3.3 billion requested for fiscal 2022.7

%Afghan General: Army Quit Because Of US "Abandonment.”

inan op-ed for the New York Times (8/25, 20.6M)}, Gen, Sami Sadat, a commander in the Afghan
‘Nationat Army, writes that while it is “true that the Afghan Army lost its will o fight,” it is "becauss
‘of the growing sense of abandonment by our American partners and the disrespect and disloyalty
reflected in [President] Biden's tone and words over the past few months, The Afghan Army is not
Twithout blame,” but “we uitimately stopped fighting because our partners already had.” Sadat
fwrites, “This was not an Afghan war only; it was an international war, with many militaries
Cinvolved. It would have been impossible for one army alone, ours, to take up the job and fight

' This was a military defeat, but it emanated from political fallure.”

 WPost: Biden Needs To Hasten Resettlement Of Afghan Refugees In US.

§;\ Washington Post {8/25, 16.52M) aditorial savs after making "inadequate preparations to
fevacuate U5, allies in Afghanistan,” the Biden Administration “now has what may be g fleeting
chance to mitigate its missteps. After months of foot-dragging and pandemic-plagued inefficiency,
it can hasten the resettiemnent of vetted, deserving Afghans in this country.” The Administration ‘
Sfailed to execute an orderly departure” and it “ailed to provide an efficlent evacuation for Afghans
Cvital to America’s mission. Now comes another moment of testing: How will this country welcome
those who manage to leave and seak a new life?”

Sofmannr Sidan Noads To Make Case Sor Qcoew

: o Afghas NRefugees,  In his
‘Washington Post (8/25, 10.52M) column, James Hohmann predicts that "some Repubhcam who
‘are rightly hammering {[President] Biden this week for not doing enough to get more Afghan allies
cout will cynically criticize him next month for letting in too many. ... The Biden administration must
fpreempt this disingenuocus line of attack before it catches on” Hohmann cites the arrival of :
thousands of Cubans in 1980, including “pro-freedom activists” as well as “people who had either
Loriminal records or mental illnesses.” Hohmann suggests Biden has been “overly cautious for most |
L of this year toward refugees because he remembers the episode and knows how that line of attack
Fcan be used against him.” While "the Afghan refugees of 2021 are dramatically different than the
Cubans of 1980, Hohmann says "Biden needs to talk more about not just the rigorous vetting
process but alse why it's so impoertant that the United States welcomes Afghans at places such as

Fort McCoy” in Wisconsin

§WSJournaI: Taliban Takeover Could Trigger Another Migrant Crisis In Europe.

' The Wall Bireet Journal (8/25, Subscription Publication, 8.41M), in an editorial, warns that one of
the secondary effects of the collapse of the Afghan government may be a new wave of Afghan

- migrants outside of the refugees currently being evacuated, The Journal warns thet such a surge
‘could play into the hands of skeptics of trans-Atlantic relations in nations like Germany, France and
Pitaby. :

§Japan Raises Number Of Prefectures Under Emergency Measures.
CThe AR (8/25, Yamaguchi) reports Japan "expanded its coronavirus state of emergency on
Wednesday for a second week in a row, adding eight more prefectures,” Last waek, the lapanese
Cgovernment. . extended the state of emergency until Sept. 12 and expanded the areas covered o
: 13 prefectures from six inciuding Tokyo.” Furthermare “Eight prefectures were upgraded from ‘
quast-emergency status to 3 full emergency.” A total of “33 of Japan's 47 prefectures are now
Fundder some type of emergency measures.”
: Reutars (8/25, Kim) reports Japan's “top medical advicer blasted International Olympic :
Committes (I00) President Thomas Bach on Wednesday for visiting Tokyo again when the country |
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His expanding emergency curbs to contain the COVID-19 pandemic.” With nearly 80% of the
population under emergency measures, “Dr. Shigeru Omi suggested Bach's decision to fly into
Hlapan again for this week's Paralympics opening ceremony had undermined efforts to persuades
people to avoid travel and work from home.”

Harris Calls On Vietnam To Challenge China’s “Bullying” In South China Sea.

CThe AR (8/25, laffe) reports Vice President Harris on Wednesday “called on Vietnam to join the
HU.5, in challenging China's "hullying’ in the South China Sea, continuing her sharp rhetoric against
Beijing as she met with Vietnamese leaders on Wednesday.” Harris "expressed support for sending
‘an additional U5, Coast Guard cutter to Vietnam to help defend its security inferests in the :
-disputed waterway, and pledgad that the U.S. would ‘maintain a strong presence in the South

: China Sea’ to challenge China.”

. Bloomberg (8/24, Leonard, Wallbank, 2.57M) reports that at the commencement of g
fmeeting with Phug, the vice president said, “We neead to find wavys 1o pressure and raise the :
- pressure, frankly, on Beliing to abide by the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, and |
‘to challenge its bullying and excessive maritime claims.” :
Reutars (8/25) says Harris” "irip to Singapore and Vietnam is part of 3 broader U.S. strategy
o take on China globally,” and on its website, Fox Busingss (8/25, Blitzer, 3.06M) says Harrig’
strong stance against aggressive Chinese action in the South Ching Sea” comes “as the Biden
administration continues reviewing the U.5.-China trade policy.” Fox Business says US Trade
Representative Tai “had a virtua! meeting with the U.S. Chamber China Center Advisory Board
‘and the leadership of the US-China Business Coundil to discuss trade issues involving the two
countries. Tal noted that the administration was reviewing its Ching trade policy, stating that the
FLLS, neads to address its goals of creating jobs and ralsing wages while aiso dealing with Chinese
Lunfair trade practices that undermine the U.S.” Politico {8/25, 6.73M) and The Hill (8/25, Chol,

|5, 6@1‘4) pmwdc similar caveiage of Harris” comments,
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S Cadny My @rgary OF &is Qeath, The Hill
(8725, Samuei 5.68M) reports H 5 “paid tribute o the lgte Sen, John McoCain (R-Ariz.Y on the
third anniversary of his death” Wea dﬂesday “by visiting a monument in Vietnam where his plane
‘was shot down in 19677 Speaking at the monument et Tric Bach Lake, Harris said, “John McCain
was an extracrdinary American hero. ... I was honorad and privileged to serve with him for a
sshort thme in the United States Senate, John McCain, he lovad our country. He was so courageous
sarad really lived the life of a hero - the sacrifices he made that were on every scale imaginable, 5
Hoved our country and reatlly always fought for the best of who we are. And it turns out today s the
fanpiversary, so there we are.” On tts website, Fox News (8/25, Stimson, 23.99M) says Harris aid
fiowers at the memorial.
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: FaS Qi &y Chadne Singapors
' Business Review {8/25) reports Singapore’s Minister for Trade and IndL try Gan Kim Yong said ina
roundtable meeting with Harris on Tuesday that Singapore “can be a natural partner for the US 5
Fandd ks companies 1o strengthen supply chain resilience and deepen regional engagement, Trust,
diversity, and connectivity are strong reasons why the US and Singapore can continue to work on
Hjoint approaches to address common supply chain challenges.” Harris “sald COVID-19 and climate
change has lad to demand greatly outpacing the supply of goods.” she said, “Families are feeling
‘the impact of this, be it the rising cost of shipping or congestion at ports, or just the reduced
fproduction. . yvou want to have Christmas toys for your children, now might be the thme to start
buying th@m because the delay may be many, many months.”

Nards Saps UF Iy Offardog To Nost 3033 ASEY Swevvendt, Politicg (8725, Heath, 6.73M)

g

reports \!acaﬁ President Harris "announced in Singapore that the United States is offering t¢ host the
Aslag Pacific Ewnomac Cmperatson summit in 20237 :

W 3 Havany Spandroames Soarg Sypasas \\\\\ US Sagey In
 Compating R W Sor Ianflvence.  In an analysis, the Washington Post (8/25, lﬁ 52M3 ;
‘5ays Hams gc’c a taste -D? the inte :fymg rivaley betu«iem the United States and Chinag as she flaw

into YVietnam.” She was "en route Wedne day to announce, among other things, a donation of 1
miliion corenavirus vaccing doses to the pandemic-hit country,” but the delay “handed China a
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Cwindow of opportunity.” Belling “sent its envoy in Hanol to meet with Vietnam's prime minister
Fand pledged a donation of 2 million vaccine doses, undercutting the subseguent tLS.
announcement.” The Post says the incident “underscored the challenges facing the Biden

s administration as Harris has made her way through Southeast Asta this weak, along with Chinese
- sensitivity about her visit.”

§WPost Details Massacre By Burma'’s Military.

Lin g more than 3,4900-word story, the Washington Post {8/35, 10.52M) reports on April 9 massacre
Hin the Burmese city of Bago, in which Burma’s military, “known as the Tatmadaw, and police ‘
‘officers had killed at least 82 people, according to groups tracking protest deaths - making it the
- deadiiest single crackdown since the military seized power.” The Post says its investigation into the
cevents of that day “reveals the use of counterinsurgency tactics, spedalized military units and :
Cmndlitary-grade WEApONTY against civilian protesters — resulting in g high number of casualties.”
Nussia To Dafiver Missife Systams To Ruemmae Reutars (8/25) reports that Russia “will

L deliver Pantsir missile defence systems to Myanmar on schedule as outlined in the relevant sales
‘contract, the RIA news agency cited the head of Russia’s Federal Service for Military-Technical

' Cooperation as saying on Wednesday.” Rights activists have accused Russia “of legitimising the
Hiunta, which seized power in a Feb. 1 coup, by continuing bilateral visits and arms deals.”

Duterte Says He’ll Run For Philippines VP Next Year.

The AP {8/25, Rosarin, Rising) reports Philippine President Rodrige Duterte “has confirmed
rumblings that he will run next year for vice president, in what critics say is an attempt at an end-
L run arcund constitutional term limits.” Duterte “said in comments broadoast Wednesday that he
Cwill run for vice president to "continue the crusade.’” He said, 1 will run for vice president. I'm
Cworrted shout the drugs, insurgancy. Well, number one s insurgency, then criminality, drugs.”
Manila-based politicat analyst Richard Heydarian said “polis suggest that running Duterte in
tandemn with his daughter, Sara Duterte, currently the mayor of Davao City, as the presidential
‘candidate would be a strong pairing.”

éJustice Department Brands Chinese-Owned US Newspaper A Foreignh Agent.

FAxios (8/25, Markay, 1.26M) reports the DO “has forced a majar Chinegse-ownead newspanper’s
(U5, subsidiary to register as a foreign agent, records show.” Axios says "Sing Tao disputes its

' status as a foreign agent, bul according to filings this week under the Foreign Agents Registration
FAct, the DOJ determined the newspaper's U.S. operations qualified as foreign influence efforts.”

‘ President Biden To Meet With Israeli PM Bennett Thursday.

Blogmberg (8/25, Wingrove, Avis, 3.57M) reports President Biden and Israeh Prime Minister
Naftali Bennett “plan to discuss what both countries consider to be an alarming acceleration of
HIran's nuctear program as the leaders meet Thursday at the White House.” Biden expeds to
emphastze his strong support for Israel, U.S. offidials said.” The AP (8/25) reports that it is
Bennett's “first state visit overseas since taking office.” On Wednesday, he “met separately
CWednesday with” Defense Secretary Austin and Secretary of State Blinken,

: The Los Angeles Times (8/25, Magerian, 3.37M) reports the pelr "seem o share no political

- positions and will likely remain at odds over whether to reiuvenate the nuclear agreement with 4
iran,” but they are “also looking for an opportunity to normaiize U.S.-Israel relations after swe:rai
§yecﬂ¢ irr which Israel has increasingly become a parfisan issug in American politics.” Similarby, :
FAxios (8/25, Ravid, 1.28M) reports that Biden and Bennett “want to use their meeting on Thursday
to project that the U.S.-Israel relationship is off to a frash start, Israel and U5, officials involved
Hin the visit tel Axios ”

Biden admmistratmn o show it can handie mu!tipie faresgn p{)isgy fssues at Dnce(

iTaIiban Ascendance Helps Cash-Strapped Iran.
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§The Wall Street Journal (8/25, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that the Taliban takeover
cof Afghanistan could help relieve the financis! pressures on Iran due to a burgeoning trade
relationship between the two.

: Nigeria, Russia Sign Military Cooperation Agreement.

' Rauters {8/25) reports that "Nigeria and Russia have signed a military cooperation deal providing
‘a legal framework for the supply of eguipment and the training of troops, the Nigerian embassy in
Moscow said on Wednesday.” The Nigerian embassy said, “The Agreement on Military-Technical
Cogperation between both countries provides a legal framework for the supply of military
equipment, provision of after sales services, training of personnel in respective educational
‘establishments and technology transfer, among others,”

%Attacker Kills Four Near French Embassy In Tanzania.

‘Reuters (8/25) reports an attacker with an assault rifle “was shot dead after Killing three police
Lard an emploves of @ private security company near the French embassy in the Tanzanian
‘commercial capital Dar es Salaam on Wednesday, President Samia Suluhu Hassan said.” Police
gave no immediate detalls on the motive or target of the attacker.”

Headlines From Today’s Front Pages.

| Wall Street Journal

Delta Air Lines To Imposa $200 Monthiy Charge On Unvaccinated Employeas, Add Testing
Requirements

 US Still Searching For Americans In Afghanistan Az Deadiine Closes In

Western Digital In Advanced Talks To Merge With Kiexda In $20 Billion-Plus Deal

 Biden Administration Likely To Approve Covid-19 Boosters At Six Months

Toddiers Can't Shake Pandertic Habits, Parents Are Rattled.

israel’s Bennett Seeks New Political Order. Netanyvahu Stands In The Way,

Mew York Times:

| US Says 1,500 Americans Remain In Afghanistan As Bvacuation Enters Finat Days
The Real Winner Of The Afghan War? Tt's Not Who You Think,

CThey Weare Bullies”: Inside The Turbulent Origing Of The Collapsed Florida Condo
The Worst Thing I Can BEver Remember’: How Drought Is Crushing Ranchers

HIn First Interview From Jail, An Upbeat Navalny Discusses Prison Life

Biden, Needing A Win, Enters A Sprint For His Economic Agenda

 Washington Post:

1S, Allies Speed Fvacuations

‘Targeted Online Ads Aid Push For VacoinationCornorate America’s $50 Billion Vow
| Survey Finds American Teens Weary But Gptimistic

Perilous Departure Revives Heartache For Gold Star Families

‘ Cash-Strapped Taliban Seeks Political Deal To Legitimize Government

 Financial Times:

UK's FCA Says 1t Is ‘not Capable’ Of Supervising Crypte Exchangs Binancs
Delta Alr Lines To Impose 3200 Surcharge On Unvacanated Staft
France’s Onling "Fascist-Sphere’ Feads Rightwing Electoral Hopes

Story Lineup From Last Night's Network News:
CABC: Afghanistan Evacuations; US COVID Surge; UL Wildfires; US Heatwave; Video Of State
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CTrooper Beating Black Man; Shark Sightings; Black Soldiers OF 369th Infantry Regiment Honorad.
§€$S: Afghanistan Evacuations; Interview With Ambassador Ross Wilson; US COVID Surge; Public
School Enroliment Dropping: US Bvictions; US Heatwave/Wildfires; US Open/Tannis; Melissa
Stockwel/Paralympics.

MBC: Afghanistan Bvacuations; Interview With Taliban Official; US COVID Update; US COVID
Surge; Video Of State Trooper Beating Black Man, US Heatwave; Supreme Court Orders ‘Remain
Hin Mexico’ Reinstated; US Wildfire; Little League World Series.

 Metwork TV 4F & Giance:

| Afghanistan Fvacuations -~ 16 minutes, 50 seconds

S COVID Surge ~ 10 minutes, 30 seconds

U Wildfires - 3 minutes, 50 seconds

interview With Taliban Official - 3 minutes, 30 seconds
HInterview With Ambassador Ross Wilson - 3 minutes, 20 seconds
L US Evictions ~ 2 minutes, 40 sewmnds

. Today’s Events In Washington.

| White House:

President Biden - receives the President’s Daily Brief, meets with his national security team to

hear intelligence, security, and diplomatic updates on the evolving situation in Afghanistan,

participates in a bilateral meeting with His Excellency Naftali Bennett, Prime Minister of the State

Lof Israel, meets virtually with a bipartisan group of Governors from acress the country who have

‘raised thelr hands to temnporarily house or help resettle vuinerable Afghans and welcome them to

ftheir new communities.

WVice President Harris — meets with change makers who are driving sodial change in Vietnam,

- particinates in an Bmbassy meet and greet with Embassy personnel at the U.S. Frnbassy in

Vietnam, delivers remarks and take questions from press, participates in a troop engagement

' event at Joint Base Pear! Harbor-Hickam.

L US Senate:r The Senate is on recess from August 10 to September 13,

U8 House:

e House Oversight and Reform Committes roundiabla onAchieving Envirgnmental Justice for
Frontiine Communities’ - House Committee on Oversight and Reform holds hybrid roundiable

. on Tackling Peak Pollution: Achieving Environmentsl Justice for Frontline Communities’

§Locafian: New York, NY: 11015 AM

 General Events:

= Wilson Center discussion. on the implications of Afghanistan withdrawal for South Asia ~
"Hindsight Up Front: Implications of Afghanistan Withdrawal for South Asia” Wilson Center
virtual event, with featured speakers including former U8, Ambassador to Pakistan, fo §
Lebanon, and to Jordan David Hale, former Pakistan Ambassador to the U.S, and to the United
Nations Maleaha Lodhi, Rashtriya Raksha University School of International Cooperation ‘
Associate Professor Venkateswaran Lekanathan, Cbserver Research Foundation Distinguished

Fellow Nandan Unnikrishnan, and Dawn columnist Huma Yusuf

Location: Virtual Event; 9:00 AM §

- = Hudson Institute discussion with .5, Strategic Command Commander ~ Hudson Institute hosts
virtual event with U.5. Strategic Command Commander Adm. Charles Richard in conversation
with Hudson Institute Senior Failow Rebeccah Helbwichs, discussing China's nuclear program,
what their strategic breakout portends for the U5, and iis allies, and how integrated

; deterrence must meet the challenges of today’s varied nuclear threat environment

§L<}C&3tiw;: Virtual Event; 12:00 PM

e Environmental Protection Agency Environrmental Finencial Advisory Board meeting
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Location: Virtual Bvent; 12:00 M

e LISCC hosts 'Path Forward” event with 115, Surgeon General Murthy (virtual) - U.S. Chamber ;
of Commerce hosts a "Path Forward’ event with U.S. Surgeon Generatl Vivek Murthy, discussing |

: the fight against coronavirus (COVID-19) and how it will impact businesses

Location: Virtual Event; 1:00 PM

e Jewish Demnocratic Council of America_hosts Dem Rep. Andy Kirn for discussion on Afghanistan
- 'Escaping the Taliban: Evacuating Americans, Afghan Refugees and Partners’ Jewish
Democratic Councll of America virtual event, with Democratic Rep., Andy Kim and HIAS
President and CEG Mark Helfield discussing the ongoing offorts to evacuate Americans and

i Afghan allles

éiccafion: Virtual Event; 100 PM

e BEC Closed Meeting

Location: 1.5, Securities and Exchange Commission, 100 F St NE, Washingtaon, DO 2:00 PM
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