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ISSUE

JBU2304, en route from San Juan (TJSJ) to New York (KJFK), heard a suspicious, threatening message on
High Frequency (HF) 6.577MHz, at approximately 2140Z on 4 January. While the threat has not been
validated, the Air Traffic Organization (ATO) determined an investigation of the source and coordination
with key select partners was warranted. An outline of the incident and results of ATO’s follow-up are
provided below for situational awareness.

DISCUSSION

While flying at FL 360 some 317nm SSW of Southampton, NY, en route KJFK from TJSJ, JBU2304’s
flight crew heard the following threatening transmission on HF 6.577MHz, “We are going to fly a
plane into the capital on Wednesday to avenge Soleimani’s death”, using a robotic voice. The crew
was able to complete their position report at ATUGI and continued to KJFK without incident.

Collins Aerospace confirmed this broadcast and provided a copy from its NYC Communications
Center capturing the subject transmissions on frequency 6.577MHz 2138-2139Z on 4 January.
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