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Chief, FOIA/PA Unit

Criminal Division
Department of Justice

Room 803, Keeney Building
Washington, DC 20530-0001

Xochitl Hinojosa

Director of Public Affairs

Office of Public Affairs
Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20530-0001

Re: Expedited Processing Request for FOIA Request No. CRM-301920897

Dear FOIA Officer:

Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington (‘CREW”) makes this request
for expedited processing of FOIA request CRM-301920897, pursuant to the Freedom of
Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 U.S.C. § 552, and U.S. Department of Justice (“DOJ”) regulations.

On February 22,2023, CREW requested “all records related to the now-closed
investigation conducted by DOJ and the [FBI] of Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-FL) that are not
covered by grand jury secrecy pursuant to Rule 6(e) of the Federal Rules of Criminal
Procedure, including but not limited to DOJ'’s decision not to bring criminal charges
against Rep. Gaetz.” CREW did not submit a request for expedited processing. On June 5,
2023, the Criminal Division informed CREW that because the request, numbered
CRM-301920897, presents “unusual circumstances,” the Division is “extending the time
limit to respond to your request an additional ten days as provided by the statute.” As of
submission of this expedited processing request, CREW has not received further
responses from the Criminal Division.

CREW now requests expedited processing of FOIA request CRM-301920897, see 28
C.FR. §16.5(e)(2) (“A request for expedited processing may be made at any time.”). CREW is
entitled to expedited processing because (1) there is an “urgency to inform the public about
an actual or alleged federal government activity,” and CREW “is primarily engaged in
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disseminating information,” 28 C.FR. § 16.5(e)(1)(ii); and (2) the requested records involve a
“matter of widespread and exceptional media interest in which there exist possible
questions about the government’s integrity that affect public confidence,” id. § 165(e)(1)(iv).

(1) The recently-announced potential nomination of Rep. Gaetz as the next
Attorney General of the United States raises an “urgency to inform the public
about an actual or alleged federal government activity” before the
nomination is formalized, and before any confirmation hearings begin. On
November 13, 2024, President-elect Donald Trump announced on Truth
Social that he plans to nominate Rep. Gaetz to be the Attorney General.! As
CREW noted in its FOIA request, “DOJ has closed its lengthy sex-trafficking
investigation into Rep. Gaetz without bringing charges,” and “[t]he records
CREW seeks would help explain why Rep. Gaetz—a prominent member of
Congress—was not charged with any crime despite public reporting
suggesting an abundance of evidence that he likely violated sex-trafficking
laws and the conviction of his close associate on similar charges.” The public
interest in the requested records has grown exponentially in light of Rep.
Gaetz's forthcoming nomination as Attorney General. The public has a
particular urgency to be informed about the DOJ's investigation of the next
potential Attorney General, before President-elect Trump officially
nominates Rep. Gaetz, and before his confirmation hearings begin in
January or soon thereafter. Such information is urgently needed for the
public and Congress to assess (i) what the DOJ knows about Rep. Gaetz, (ii)
what such information reveals about the fitness of Rep. Gaetz as a nominee
to lead the DQJ, and (iii) the diligence DOJ exercised in deciding not to
prosecute Rep. Gaetz, among other things.

Further, “[t]he existence of numerous articles published” regarding Rep.
Gaetz's investigation by the DOJ, including numerous ones published after
the announcement by President-elect Trump to nominate him as Attorney
General, establishes that there is an “urgency to inform” the public on the
topic.228 C.FR. § 16.5(e)(3).

CREW is “primarily engaged in disseminating information” to the public.
CREW routinely disseminates information obtained through FOIA to the
public in several ways. For example, CREW's website receives hundreds of
thousands of page views every month. The website includes blogposts that
report on and analyze newsworthy developments regarding government
ethics, corruption, and money in politics, as well as numerous reports CREW
has published to educate the public about these issues. These reports
frequently rely on government records obtained through FOIA. CREW also
posts the documents it obtains through FOIA on its website.

! @realDonaldTrump, Truth Social (Nov. 13,2024, 3:24 PM)
https:/truthsocial.com/@realDonald Trump/posts/113477516524300359.
2 See infra note 3-5.
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(2) The DOJ’s decision not to prosecute Rep. Gaetz is a “matter of widespread
and exceptional media interest in which there exist possible questions
about the government’s integrity that affect public confidence.” CREW'’s
FOIA request included a number of news reports shortly after that
decision.? There have been numerous more news reports concerning the
DOJ'’s decision not to prosecute Rep. Gaetz and what his confirmation would
mean for the integrity of DOJ,* some specifically mentioning CREW and/or
its effort for transparency over Rep. Gaetz's files.” The fact that Rep. Gaetz
once faced a criminal investigation by the DOJ which he could now lead
raises substantial “possible questions about the government’s integrity that
affect public confidence”

The undersigned certifies that the above statement is true and correct.
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Conclusion

If you have any questions about this request or foresee any problems, please email

me at jtsoi@citizensforethics.org and foia@citizensforethics.org or call me at (202) 408-5565.

Thank you for your assistance in the matter.

Sincerely,

Chun Hin Jeffrey Tsoi
Senior Fellow (Legal)
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