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If all contributions for a reporting period are less than 1 dollar they may not be displayed.
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390 N. ORANGE AVENUE, #1400
8820 SOUTHERN BREEZE DRIVE

220 ALHAMBRA CIRCLE, #3064
1016 PONTE VEDRA BLVD.
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Campa Bay Times

C WINNER OF 10 PULYTYER PRIZES

Trump contribution to Pam Bondi's re-election draws more
scrutiny to her fundraising

| Michael Van Sickler, Tampa Bay Times

Thursday, October 17, 2013 6:39pm

TALLAHASSEE — For the second time in as
many months, campaign contributions
fueling the re-election efforts of Attorney
General Pam Bondi are raising questions
about the overlap between politics and how
Florida's top law enforcement officer
performs her duties.

Bondi apologized last month after she
persuaded Gov. Rick Scott to delay an
execution so she could host a fundraiser at
her South Tampa home that ended up
raising $140,000.

Now comes criticism of a $25,000
contribution made by one of Donald
Trump's foundations to a political
committee associated with Bondi. The
donation came three days after an Attorney
General's Office spokeswoman said Bondi
was reviewing allegations in a lawsuit filed
by the New York attorney general against
get-rich-quick seminars associated with
Trump.

New York's Eric Schneiderman filed the

lawsuit Aug. 25, alleging that Trump

University and its affiliates were "sham for

profit colleges" that ripped off 5,000 consumers. He's seeking $40 million in restitution for the complainants.

"Mr. Trump used his celebrity status and personally appeared in commercials making false promises to convince
people to spend tens of thousands of dollars they couldn't afford for lessons they never got," Schneiderman said in
a statement.

A Sept. 14 Orlando Sentinel story noted that Schneiderman cited dozens of complaints filed with the Florida

http:/;Awww tampabay.com/news/politics/elections/trum p-contribution-to-pam-bondis-re-election-draws-more-scruti ny-to-her/2147796 12
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Attorney General's Office in 2008, two years before Bondi took office. A spokeswoman for Bondi was quoted as
saying the office was reviewing the New York lawsuit.

Three days later, the Donald J. Trump Foundation, based in New York, made a $25,000 contribution to And
Justice for All, a political fundraising committee raising money for Bondi's re-election.

Florida hasn't followed New York's lead against Trump. Bondi couldn't be reached for comment. Jenn Meale, a
Bondi spokeswoman, suggested no action is necessary because the affected Florida consumers would be
compensated if New York wins that case.

But a review of the 22 complaints filed in 2008 show they named the "Trump Institute," an entity not named in
the New York suit. Because those are technically different entities, it's unclear how many making those complaints
would be covered, then, by the New York suit.

Meale points out that since Bondi has been attorney general, the office has received only one complaint about the
Trump seminars. It was filed in 2011 by Charles Jacobson, who is now 62 and retired in Delray Beach. He says he
lost $26,000 in fees to attend a three-day seminar in West Palm Beach.

"Ttook it because they told us it would make us rich, but it didn't teach me anything," he said. "Except my
bankruptey."”

Jacobson has since asked Bondi's office to join the New York suit so that Florida consumers like him can get their
money back. He says he was told that Florida doesn't get involved in class-action suits, which the New York case is
not. When told about Trump's $25,000 contribution, Jacobson said it didn't look right.

"That's probably why she won't do it," he said. "But that should have nothing to do with it."
The contribution was made to a political committee that is technically not part of Bondi's official campaign.

Nancy Watkins, treasurer of And Justice for All, said there was no regret. "Based on the information at hand, we
are comfortable with the propriety of the contribution from the Trump Foundation," she said.

Trump didn't answer why he was contributing to a Florida attorney general race or if he has contributed to other
attorney general races.

But he did release a statement: "Pam Bondi is a fabulous representative of the people — Florida is lucky to have
her. ... The case in New York is pure politics brought by an incompetent attorney general, a political hack.”

Michael Van Sickler can be reached at (850) 224~7263 or mvansickler@tampabay.com.

Trump contribution to Pam Bondi's re-election draws more scrutiny to her fundraising 10/17/13
Photo reprints | Article reprints

© 2016 Tampa Bay Times
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8871 Political Organization
o Notice of Section 527 Stat
Fev. July 2005 otice of section aws OME No. 1545-1693

Dapartment of the Tr
frfernal Revanue Se

Sry

&

General Information

1 Name of organization Employer identification number

Justice for All 90 - 1009254

2 Mailing address (P.O. box or number, street, and room or suite number)

610 S. Boulevard

City or town, state, and ZIP code

Tampa, FL 33606 -

3 Check applicable box: . Initial notice — Amended notice — Final notice
4a Date established 4b Date of material change
08/06/2013 08/07/2013

5 E-mail address of organization

no@email
6a Name of custodian of records 6b Custodian's address
Nancy H. Watkins 610 S. Boulevard

Tampa, FL 33606 -
7a Name of contact person 7b Contact person's address
Carlos Alfonso 610 S. Boulevard

Tampa, FL 33606 -

8 Business address of organization (if different from mailing address shown above). Number, street, and room or suite number

610 S. Boulevard

City or town, state, and ZIP code
Tampa, FL. 33606 -

9a Election authority 9b Election authority identification number

FL 60770

[EERAI  Notification of Glaim of Exemption From Filing Certain Forms (see instructions)

10a Is this organization claiming exemption from filing Form 8872, Political Organization Report of Contributions and Expenditures, as a

qualified state or local political organization? Yes ¢ No _.

10b If 'Yes,' list the state where the organization files reports: FL

11 Is this organization claiming exemption from filing Form 990 (or 990-EZ), Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax, as a caucus or

associations of state or local officials? Yes _ No N



[l Purpose

12 Describe the purpose of the organization

To accept contributions and make expenditures for exempt activity as described in Section 527 of the Internal Revenue Code.



List of All Related Entities (see instructions)

13 Check if the organization has no related entities

14a  Name of related entity 14b  Relationship 14c  Address

And Justice for All Affiliated 610 S. Boulevard
Tampa, FL 33606 -

List of All Officers, Directors, and Highly Compensated Employees (see instructions)
152 Name | 15b Title | 15¢ Address

Robert . Watkins Deputy Treasurer 610 S. Boulevard
Tampa, FL 33606 -

Carlos Alfonso Chairman 610 S. Boulevard

Tampa, FL 33606 -

Nancy H. Watkins Treasurer 610 S. Boulevard
Tampa, FL 33606 -

Under penalties of perjury, | declare that the organization named in Part | is o be treated as a tax-exempt organization described in section 527 of the
Internal Revenue Code, and that | have examined this notice, including accompanying schedules and statements, and to the best of my knowledge

and befief, it is true, correct, and complete. | further declare that | am the official authorized to sign this report, and { am signing by entering my name
below,

Nancy H. Watkins 08/07/2013

Slgn } Name of authorized official } Date
Here
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I rew g 2 s g

STATEMENT OF ORGANIZATION

R
OFF{ E USE CNLY

Justice for All

AUG~6 Py 2: g
OF POLITICAL COMMITTEE B
' L’)u.v_-“'? ,;:,‘ A_:' ;C «
(PLEASE TYPE) SECEE 1R, ()LF STT»«[&"Z‘Zb
1. Full Name of Committee Telephone

813/254-3369

Mailing Address (include city, state and zip code)
610 South Boulevard, Tampa, Florida 33606

Street Address (include city, state and zip code)
610 South Boulevard, Tampa, Florida 33606

committees)

2. Affliiated or Connected Organizations (includes other committees of continuous existence and political

Name of Affiliated or
Connected Organization

Mailing Address

Relationship

And Justice for All

810 South Boulevard
Tampa, Florida 33606

Affiliated organization

3. Area, Scope and Jurisdiction of the Committee

Statewide political committee to support or oppose candidates for statewide, multi-county,
legislative, county and municipal office and other activities not prohibited by Chapter 108, F.S.

Political

4. Nature of Organization or Organization’s Special interest (e.g., medical, legal, education, etc.)

§. Identify by Name, Address and Position, the Custodian of Books and Accounts {include treasurer’s name)

Fult Name

Mailing Address

Committee Title or Position

Nancy Watkinsg

Robert Watkins

610 South Boulevard
Tampa, Florida 33606

Treasurer

Deputy Treasurer

DS-DE 5 {(Rev. 05/06)

{continued on reverse side)



6. List by Name, Address and Position, Other Principal Officers, Inciuding Officers and Members of the
Finance Committee, If Any (include chairman’s name)

Full Name Mailing Address Committes Title or Position

Carlos Alfonso 610 South Boulevard Chair
Tampa, Florida 33606

7. List by Name, Address, Office Sought and Party Affiliation Each Candidate or Other Individual that this
Committee is Supporting (if none, please indicate)

Full Name Mailing Address Office Sought Party

To be determined

|

8. List Any Issues this Committee is Supporting: Tg be determined

List Any Issues this Committee is Opposing: 10 be determined

8. {f this Committee is Supporting the Entire Ticket of a Party, Give Name of Party
N/A

10. In the Event of Dissolution, What Disposition will be Made of Residual Funds?
Contribute to candidates, political parties, political committees or other activities not prohibited by law.

11. List all Banks, Safety Deposit Boxes, or Other Depositories Used for Committee Funds

Name of Bank or Depository & Account Number Mailing Address

Bank of Tampa Past Office Box One
Tampa, Florida 33601

12. List all Reports Required to be Filed by this Committee with Federal Officials and the Names, Addresses
and Positions of Such Officials, If Any

Report Title Dates Required to be Filed | Name & Position of Official Mailing Address
Form 8871 Upon formation Internal Revenue Ogden, UT 84201
ggim ;;?)OPOL March 15, annually Service
as may be required May 15, annually

STATE OF Florida Hillsborough COUNTY

Carlos Alfonso

l, , certify that the information in this Statement of

D

Organization is complete,

Political Committee Date

/ Sig?at?féof Chalgman

N




Coates Law FirMm, PL

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
P e sem Ve F g
Riciiarn E. Coates R ?j
EMMETT MITCHELL, [V
X ‘ 13 8UG - léamr Park AVENUE, SuiTE |
Rocer N. Beausien 6 PH 2’ LLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32301
N L i {850) 681-1029
NOREEN A. Fenier August 6,2013  Olisi 1oy

g ECTIONS  Fax: (208) 2489038
SECRE AR GFLSTA{%'PI‘E:’
VIA HAND DELIVERY
Ms. Kristi Bronson
Division of Elections
RA Gray Building
Tallahassee, Florida 32399

RE:  Justice for All

Dear Kristi:

Enclosed for filing are the documents required to form a political committee
entitled Justice for All, together with a Statement of Solicitation for Pam Bondi

Please let us know when the Division of Elections certifies the entity or if you
need any additional information. Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,
e
Richard E. Coates

Enclosures
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STATEMENT OF
SOLICITATION e

{Section 106.0701, Florida Statutes)

13AUG-6 PH 2: 01

Office Use Only

Tracking. DWisiLe (0 CLECTIONS

Account: SECRETARY OF STATE

PART A Office Holder: | Cabinet Officer | Candidate: | Cabinet Officer |
Name Telephone

Pam Bondi

Mailing Address Email Address

City State Zip Code

Name of Qrganization

Justice for All

PART B Relationship Between Office Holder or Candidate and Organization Organization Type:
(in whole or in part): | Established/Maintain | [527

]

Web Address as Required by Section 106.0701(3), F.S. (if website has not been created, put “To be
PART C determined”) JusticeForAllFlorida.com

o T VY
/] :

Date SiU]ature of Office Holder or Candidate

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING AND FILING FORM DS-DE 102
STATEMENT OF SOLICITATION

Introductory Information

As this form utilizes drop-down menus, you must enter the information directly on the form prior to printing. After printing,
sign the document. Fax or mail PAGE 1 of the form to the Division of Elections, Bureau of Election Records, R. A. Gray
Building, Room 316, 500 South Bronough Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32398-0250; Fax Number 850-245-6259.

Who Must File Form DS-DE 102

The Governor, Lieutenant Governar, members of the Cabinet, state tegislators, or candidates for such offices who directly or
indirectly solicit, cause to be solicited, or accept any contribution on behalf of an organization that is exempt from taxation under
8. 527 or 5. 501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code, which such individuals, in whole or in part, establish, maintain, or control,
must file Form DS-DE 102.

Form DS-DE 102 (Created 07/08) PAGE 1

(continued on PAGE 2 &)
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315/2016  A.G. Schneiderman Sues Donald Trump, Trump University & Michael Sexton For Defrauding Consumers Out Of $40 Mitlion With Sham "University" | w...

‘ttomé-f (Jeneral

Home » Media Center  » Press Releases » August 25th 2013

New York City Press Office: (212) 416-8060

A.G. Schneiderman Sues Donald Tromp, Trump University & Albany Press Offics: (518) 776-2.427
Michael Sexton For Defrauding Consumers Out Of $40 nyag.pressofficc@agny.gov

Million With Sham "University"”

Trunp Appeared In 4ds That Folsely Claimed Frump University Wowdd Use His
“Handpicked Experts” 1o Teach Get Rich Real Esvate Fechinignes, Bilking Students

Out Of Thousands OF Dollars A G Schneiderman Annownees $3.2
Billion Settlement With Morgan Stanley

A G Schneiderman: "No Matter How Rich Or Popular You 4re, No One Has Right o

. L ges y P : o . Ly e £1 AN
Scam Hard Working New Yorkess: Anyone Who Does Will Be Held Accountable : e

NEW YORK - Attorney General Frie T, Schueide
fawsuit against D
University LLO ("Tr

for engaging hu pe

i inday announced that he has filed 2

d Frap, The Tramp Entrepreneur Institute - formerly named Tromp

np Ui Y, and Michaed Sexton, forner President of Tromp University

stent fraudulent. illegal and deceptive conduct in connection w

operation of Trump Univer

Between 2003 through 2011, Trumyp University operated as an unlicensed educational instituie .

A.G. Schneiderman Announces

oo . . Landmark Resolutions With Barclays
or @ serles of expensive courses that did And Credit Suisse Over Dark Pools

that promised to leach Donald Trump's real estate investing fechniques to consumers

nationwide but instead misled consmmers into paying
not deliver on their promiscs,

"More than 5,000 peopie across the country who paid Donald Trump $40 million to teach them

[uis hard sell ta a hard Jesson in bait-and-switch, " said Astorney General

Sehneiderman, "M, Truomp Pty stitus and personally appearved in conmercials

making false promises to cor to spend tens of thousands of dollars they eouldn't

atford for lessons they never

Bo ruitter hosy yich or populur they

e, has a rightio

seam hardworking New Yorkers, Anyone whe does showld expect 1o be held accomtable.

The petition filed in New York Supreme Cowt in Manhattan Ty Attorney General Schaetderman
.

e direct mail solicitations sent 1o entice consumers to attend a free wo

det ni]< the advertisements rn by Trunrp Uni

ILMAOT BEWSPapers aaxnss the country and

A.G. Schneiderman Announces Findings
of Investigation into Consumer Abuses
prominently displayed Donald Tramp’s photograph and signatie, or weve styled as letters in Live Entertainment Ticket Industry
written by Trump himself. The advertisements w plete with false caims, including claims

shop. These ads

that consumers would learn “from Donald Trimp's handpick structor a systematic wethod

forinvesting in real estate that anyone can vse.” Other ads promised “my handpicked instractors

will share my technicgues” o 4

s from my hand-picked expert” and “just copy cxactly what Tve

doneand getvich.”

that Donald Tramp did not

and had Hittle or no role in developing any of

s investigation also revealed that officials

used the name “Trump Unive: “m” even th"w*h they lucked the charter necessary under New

Yorklaw 1o call themselves a Universs o unlicensed vader New York State

Education Law, evading an array of legal protections designed (o profect New York ) .
fraund, & Media Gallery

fven though 1r.mxp University was notfl
{("NYSED”

Lhy the New York State Education Department
v iid Press Releases

' Trump Unjve

not change is nune nnti] M'“ 2010 and never received a 1 atein the state, Asa
resull, many students belies v were attending a Durversih s were not. This ¥ 2016

misconception was reinforced by T Infeersi se of a Und -like seal on mueh of its
material and awarding diploma- i % January
signatun

nature, % February
seminars dd not learm 5
sade pdtiple

misyepresentations o convince consumers to sign up fora 1,495 three-day seminar, These

http://www.ag.ny.gov/press-release/ag-schneiderman—sues-donald—trummrump—university—michael-sexton-defrauding-consumers 1/3



3/16/2016  A.G. Schneiderman Sues Donald Trump, Trump University & Michael Sexton For Defrauding Consumers Out Of $40 Million With Sham "University" | w...

«d false claims about the thyee-day seminass such as: % January

) ¥ February
satud veal estale

* consumers would learn “evervthing [ they] needied] to know™ to b
¥ March

investors;
> consumers would guickly reconp their investment by doing real estate deals, with some > April
instructors claiming that consumers would earn tens of thousands of dollars within thirty > May
dawy;
' » June

¥ insteuctors were “handpicked” by Donald Trumy; )
+ July

> consumers would be taught Donald Trump's very own real estate s e

¥ August

and

1d receive

financing (“hardmoney lende

> oonsumens w
» September

car-long "Apprenticeship Support” progran

¥ October

g tnsinuated Donald Trump himse

¥ Noventher

¥ December

¥ 2014
instruction on how 1o raise money from hard money lenders or receive an
extensive “apprenticeship support” program, Instead of providing the sustained support » January

promased by Trump University’s instructors, consumers were provid Het of lenders froma % February
commercially avattable magazine. Tnstead of a personal appearance from Donald Trimp as

» March

some eonsumers were led to expect, some participants got their phiotezraphs tken with a 1i
> photo of M, Trump. * April
¥ May
Instead of crvices, instroctors used the three-day seminars to pitch X
COMISIITIONS ¢ ive Trooy F entorship programs costing $12,000 10 535,000 Trumg > June
Universi dthat the mentorships provided ane-on-one training during which students > July
woudd have personal assistance until they executed their first real estate deal and reconped the % August

cost of the program. While conswmers v

> encowraged to call their eredit card companie .
» September

during bre; to increase their credit Bmits 1o have access 1o funds to da real estate deats, the

er credit inits was o they could ¥ October

real reason Tramp University asked consumers 1o request hi

use the credit o pay for the expensive Blite programs. s November

May » December
May

ensumers who made the costly inw

attertion promised. After an tnitial three

- phone ca

or enxails and provided Hitle to no folloss-up a to diligent efforis, wany

off thar Archived

eonsumers were mable 1o conelude sven a single real estate deal and were Teft
A

sands of dollars of debt due to the expensive cost of the Flite Programs, Many felt they bs

they had been before

ing in the Trump University progeams. Some consuners ficed
2013

been victims of un elaborate s 2012

2011
Trusip University also committed violations of federal consumer mrotection law, Federal law 2010
provides

a three business-day right of cancellation for the A0S i

of purchases al issue here, hig

2009

Trump University repeatedly

ailed to honor constumers’ Himely vequests to cancel.

2008

t{
od of over $40 million in the

The lawsuit seeks full res
i
penaltic

wtion for the more than 5,000 consumers nationvide who were

2007

defrau

eme, disgorgement of profits, sk an

and injunctive relief prohibiting these types of ilegal practices going forward,
] i 3 Raiy § 3 2008
2005

LOnSim 2004

20w with camplaints againstTroap Usiversity should file a omplaint with the OAG

Complaint forms are available here. 2003
The case s being hundled by Assistant Altorney
Goldhe

Barean Chi

General Tristan C. 8n ail Melvin L.

2001

inder the supervision of e Bun

ean of Consumer Frauds and Protection’s Beputy

Lawa J 2000

Levine; Bureau Chief Jane M. Azia, and Ezecutive Deputy Atformey
e Karla G

General for Eeonomie, Sanchez,

>

s

>

>

>

5

5

¥ 2006
5

5

5

5

5

>.

¥ 1999
5

1668

Eepafiol

l ]

—

http://www.ag.ny.gov/press—release/ag—schneiderman-sues~donald-trump—trump—university-michael-sexton—defrauding~ consumers 213




EXHIBIT L




3/18/2016

N.Y. suit against Trump school gets Florida's attention - tribunedigital-orlandosentinel
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N.Y.'s Trump U suit draws Florida
officials' attention

September 13, 2013 | By Richard Burnett, Qrlando Sentinel

Kenneth Lafrate paid nearly $7,000 to learn real estate secrets marketed under the name of celebrity
i i# mogul Donald Trump.

The Leesburg pool tech said the "Trump institute” talked up "The Donald" in persuading him to pay
$1,700 for a seminar & at an Orlando-area hotel, plus $5,000 for follow-up mentoring.

Lafrate complained to the state when he couldn't get a refund five years ago. But it's a recent New York
state lawsuit against Trump that has gotten Florida authorities' interested in his real estate gemina 'S

Lafrate's complaint to the Florida Attorney General's Office was among dozens filed in 2008 against the
now-defunct Trump Institute of Boca Raton, according to records obtained by the Orlando Sentinel.

"After a lot of calls back and forth with them, one day they just vanished and | knew I'd been taken,”
Lafrate said. "It [the seminar] was supposed to give you these insider secrets of jig A 25t 1 in real
estate like sophisticated investors & do. | really did want that kind of knowledge. t was the Trump
Institute — | felt fike he was a legft guy, so I'd take a chance. My mistake "

The complaints filed in Florida were among those cited by New York Attorney General Eric
Schneiderman last month when he sued Trump and real-estate seminar pperations i such as Trump
University and the Trump Entrepreneur Initiative, alleging civil fraud.

The New York suit accuses Trump and his seminar companies of making false and exaggerated claims
to lure people into spending thousands of dollars on questionable courses and mentoring services.
More than 5,000 people nationwide paid a combined $40 million, expecting to learn from Trump's
"handpicked instructors” through a legitimate gghaol 6 — though his "university" was never licensed in
New York, according to the suit, - )

Who Or What Will Adopt The Hbj Theme-park Orphans  Trump has denied the allegations and described the suit as frivolous, citing surveys by his organization

June 25, 1989

Local Bank Puts Bucks In A Row
January 17, 2005

Florida Attorney General

http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/2013-

showing a 98 percent satisfaction rate with the courses. The outspoken business mogul, who
considered running for the Republican presidential nomination in 2012, has also acoused New York's
Democratic attorney general of colluding with President Obama and of irying to make a politically
motivated case against him.

But now Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi's office is reviewing the New York lawsuit's allegations, to
determine whether Florida should join the multi-state case, a spokeswoman for the Republican attorney
general said Wednesday. All but one of the complaints about Trump Institute in Florida were filed when
Bill McCollum, another Republican, was Florida's attorney general, records show.

Trump Institute, the Florida affifiate, collaborated with and paid franchise fees (o Trump's New York
gperation ¥ and used materials that prominently featured Trump's image, according to unhappy
investors and an Orlando lawyer familiar with the program. The Boca Raton-based business severed its
ties to Trump in 2010 and changed its name to Business Strategies Group LLC, though the company
has since been dissolved.

Frank Kruppenbacher, a prominent Orlando atlorney, said he represented owners of the Boca Raton
operation in several matters, including their agreement with Trump. The owners, Michael and frene
Milin, are friends who occasionally ask him for legal help, Kruppenbacher said.

"l met with them and with Trump himself a few years ago,” the lawyer recalled. "But when | did some
research and found out the Trump group [in New York] was not legally authorized to be called a
university, | advised the Milins to dissociate themseslves from it completely, which they did. That's
probably why they're not in this litigation now.”

09-13/business/os-trump-institute-complaints-2013091 3_1_trump-entrepreneur-initiative-trum p-university-florida-attorn...  1/3
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From about 2006 to 2010, Orlando was a popular location for Trump Institute seminars, which took place
in various hote f # centers in the area, local investors said. The seminars played to mixed
reviews - at hest.

Orlando developer A. Tom Harb said he paid more than $24,000 to attend a Trump Institute seminar and
to receive one-on-one mentoring from experts who were supposed to introduce him to potential
investors. But Harb soon concluded the program didn't work: His projects weren't attracting investors,
and the expert "mentors” he had met through the Trump Institute weren't returning his calls.

Harb complained to the Florida Attorney General's Office in October 2009 in an effort to get his money
back. "You can see we are very displeased with the service," he wrote in the complaint. "Since | can't see
any value received from this package, | requested a refund back in July and I'm requesting the same
refund again."

112 | Next
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As Bondi endorses Trump, past
political contribution comes
under fire

Florida poil shows Trump
leading Rubio by 6, but lead is
likely bigger

GOP donors pushing
Condoleezza Rice to run

e Donaid Trumg, independent campaign

No evidence for Trump claims of
‘dishonest’ voting, Florida
officials say

By BATT DIXON and MARD CAPUTO 753 P Mar 4, 2018

TALLAHASSEE — Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi made a surprise endorsement of

. . . . Z, Poll: Trump crushes Rubio in
Donald Trump on Monday, only to run into criticism over the way her office examined Elorida
fraud claims against Trump University after the New York billionaire contributed money

to her campaign.

At issue is a $25,000 campaign contribution from the Donald J. Trump Foundation to a
Bondi-controlled political committee in 2013. It came just days after she said her office

was reviewing complaints related to Trump’s school.

Bondi’s office later determined it did not need to take any action against Trump
University because of an ongoing lawsuit already filed in New York. That decision is
getting renewed attention after Bondi endorsed Trump at a Tampa rally one day before

the Florida primary.

“Every time I'm surprised someone endorsed him, there’s a a quid pro quo — $25,000
buys a lot when it comes to a state-level politician,” said Katie Packer, a former Mitt
Romney aide who now runs Our Principles, an anti-Trump super PAC. “It's too bad
people defrauded out of money by Trump University don't have that kind of money to
buy an advocate in the Florida Attorney General's office.”

MORE ON POLITICO Packer’s group released a web ad Monday

# Former Chiles chief of staff chairing highlighting past comments Trump has made

http://iwww.capitalnewyork.com/article/florida/201 6/03/8593832/bondi-endorses-trump-past-political-contribution-comes-under-fire 1/4
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Smith's new political committee about women.

# Tallahassee Brief + Itinerary: Scott’s . . L
At the time the Trump University issue was
chief of staff to leave; Florida . . oo .
getting media attention in mid-2013, there had
Polytechnic error . o )
been just one complaint filed with the attorney
w GOP pols in a quandary over Trump's ) . .
general’s office since Bondi assumed control.
big Florida win i ]
But since then, two more have been filed,

ADVERTISEMENT records show.

Adam Goodman, a longtime Bondi political

consultant, said that the attack on the attorney

IN EUROPE. FOR EUROPE. general has no merit.

"Pam Bondi has done more to protect the
people of Florida, and the rule of law, than
anyone in recent times,” he said. “That's why

this increasingly hateful, and purposely

NOW LIVE POUTICO.EV >

deceitful, invective coming from operatives for

outside groups funded by outside interests has to stop.”

"Attacking Pam Bondi's integrity, for exercising her rights to express an opinion, is a
fabricated absurdity,” he added.

Democratic New York Attorney General Eric Schneiderman filed a petition in New York
Supreme Court against the school in 2013, alleging, among other things, that Trump did
not pick the instructors or set the curriculum, and the institution did not have the
appropriate charter under New York law to call itselfa university. Schneiderman is

seeking $40 million in damages for students who said they were ripped off.

Earlier this month, the court ruled the case could move forward after Trump's attorneys

argued it was outside the statute of limitations.

"Mr. Trump used his celebrity status and personally appeared in commercials making
false promises to convince people to spend tens of thousands of dollars they couldn't
afford for lessons they never got,” Schneiderman’s office said at the time the lawsuit was
filed.

Bondi's office said there was never a formal investigation in Florida into the now
defunct school, which offered seminars that purported to give lessons in Trump's real

estate investing strategies from instructors hand-picked by the now-GOP frontrunner.

“This administration received one complaint from the time Attorney General Bondi
took office until the media began erroneously reporting there was an investigation,”
said Whitney Ray, a spokesman for Bondi's office. “In total this administration, from

2011 through last week, had received a total of three complaints.”

Several Florida complaints listed in Schneiderman’s lawsuit were filed under Bondi's
predecessor — former Republican attorney general Bill McCollum. Bondi's office
acknowledged to the Orlando Sentinel on Sept. 13, 2013 that they were reviewing
Schneiderman’s lawsuit. Three days after the newspaper’s story, The Donald J. Trump
Foundation gave a Bondi-controlled political committee the $25,000, & contribution

first noted by the Tampa Bay Times.
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Ray, echoing the sentiment of Bondi’s office in 2013, said that the office did not pursue

the complaints because they were already covered by the New York legal challenge.

On Sept. 24, 2013, the office received a complaint from a Harold Stevens, who had
already filed a complaint with Schneiderman’s office. Bondi's office sent him to the
state’s voluntary mediation program under the Department of Agriculture and

Consumer Services and suggested he hire a private attorney.

On Oct. 31, 2014, Bondi's office got another complaint from Mike Murphy, who said he
was aware of the New York lawsuit. He referenced two organizations, including Trump
University. He was also referred to the voluntary mediation program and advised to hire

a private attorney. Murphy’s complaint did not seek monetary damages.

Packer, whose group released the Trump digital ad, said the issue should have

warranted a closer look.

“She should have to answer for this,” Packer said. “It's very clear Pam Bondi is attracted
to the glitz and glamor of Donald Trump. He gave her money. There was a problem. And
she didn't investigate.”

MORE: FLORIDA 2016 PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN DONALD TRUMP EDUCATION  ERIC SCHNEIDERMAN  PAM
BONDI TRUMP UNIVERSITY

Author MATT DIXON and BMARC SAPUTO
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Old questions resurface as Attorney General Pam Bondi
endorses Trump

HEGHLIGHTS
Trump contributed $25,000 to Bondi's political committee when she ran for re-election

Bondi’s office didn’t investigate fraud complaints against Trump U

Bondi is highest ranking state official to endorse Trump

£ 10f2 >

BY MICHAEL AUSLEN
Herald/Times Tallahassee Bureau

TALLAHASSEE — Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi on Monday became the first big-name Republican official in the state to
endorse Donald Trump for president.

At a rally in her hometown of Tampa, the state’s top legal officer — the woman Trump called “the most popular person in Florida, by
far” — praised the Republican frontrunner as an outsider who will keep Americans safe.

“Donald and I have been friends for many years,” Bondi said, “and I can tell you some things about Donald that I have seen first-
hand,” alluding to how nicely he treats his family.

The endorsement, however, dredged up a nearly three-year-old question from the last time Bondi and Trump made headlines
together: Why didn’t the Florida attorney general’s office investigate fraud complaints against Trump University?

ADVERTISING

http:/Avww.miamiheral d.com/news/politics-government/election/article65995972.htm| 1/6
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In the fall of 2013, Bondi was preparing for a re-election bid and a for-profit college called Trump University had just been sued by
New York Attorney General Eric Schneiderman. The lawsuit alleged that Trump University had “scammed” more than 5,000 people
out of more than $40 million by falsely promising to teach them the tools to Trump’s real estate success.

With media scrutiny mounting, the Donald J. Trump Foundation that September contributed $25,000 to And Justice for All, a
political committee controlled by Bondi.

Florida never followed New York’s lead. Although there were complaints in Florida, the state never opened an investigation.

Charles Jacobson of Bradenton was one of the people who filed a Trump University complaint with Bondi’s office. In 2011, he wrote
that he “lost more than $26,000” to the college and had “since declared personal bankruptcy because of it.”

“The determination was rightfully made that that complaint would be addressed in the ongoing lawsuit in New York,” said Whitney
Ray, spokesman for the attorney general’s office.

That decision didn’t involve Bondi directly, Ray said.
“Absolutely not,” he said. “It didn’t rise to her level.”

Jacobson’s was the only complaint about Trump University Bondi’s office received from the time she took office in January 2011
until September 2013, Ray said. Lawsuits allege that as many as 20 complaints about various Trump events and seminars were
“reviewed” by the state while the previous attorney general, Bill McCollum, was in office from 2007-11.

But in the aftermath of media attention toward the for-profit college in 2013, two more people contacted Bondi’s office with similar
stories.

Neither of those cases was ever investigated, either.
The Trump presidential campaign did not respond to questions Monday.

In 2013, he wouldn’t answer Herald/Times questions about why he was contributing to an attorney general’s race in Florida. But he
did release a statement calling Bondi “a fabulous representative of the people” and Schneiderman “a political hack.”

As for Bondi, she praised Trump on Monday for bringing new voters into the political arena. He’s an outsider who has never run for

office before, she said, just like she was in 2010 when she first ran for attorney general after working as a prosecutor in Tampa.

“I felt Florida needed to be changed,” Bondi said. “Now, our country and our world need someone who is going to protect our
security like never before, and that’s why I support Donald.”

Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau reporter Kristen M. Clark contributed.

Contact Michael Auslen at mauslen@tampabay.com. Follow @MichaelAuslen.

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/election/article65995972.html 2/8
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Now, Jacobson says the sound of
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written long
ago, when the election started,” said Jacobson, who
lives in an assisted living facility in Boynton Beach.

“Now, I fear it’s too late.”
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Jacobson has told some of his story before. He was

quoted by The Tampa Bay Times in 2013 after he

ies. (Ailen asked Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi to join a

More videos:

class action suit against Trump.
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In an email to The Palm Beach Post, Bondi's office
says its Citizens Services Office or its Consumer
Protection Division or both reviewed three complaints
from Floridians about Trump University, which is now
the subject of lawsuits in New York and California. The
office said Jacobson’s complaint was received on May
26, 2011, and the others on Sept. 24, 2013 and March
31, 2014.

“The May 26, 2011 complaint was the first this
administration received, and since the New York
litigation was filed on hehalf of consumers nationwide, it

was rightfully determined this complaint would be

addressed by the New York litigation,” wrote Whitney

Donild Trump

Ray, Bondi's director of media relations.

In October 2013, The Times reported that a foundation connected to Trump made
a $25,000 contribution to a political committee associated with Bondi. Ray said the
contribution did not play a role in the determination not to take independent action

against Trump University.

With Trump now the GOP front-runner in the race for his party’s presidential
nomination, Jacobson's story takes on added weight. It feeds into a line of attack
Trump’s opponents have used in recent weeks in an attempt to derail his

candidacy.

Republican opponents, most notably Florida U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio, have called
Trump a fraud, a con artist. Trump University came up during Thursday’s debate

and has been fodder for new television ads.

During the debate, Trump said those who took the course gave it high ratings, a
point disputed by debate moderator Megyn Kelly, who noted that the Better

Business Bureau gave the course a D-minus rating.

‘It was elevated to an A,” Trump shot back, noting that he could settle the cases

but hasn't because he hasn’t misled anyone.
‘I don't settle cases very easily when I'm right,” he said.
The heated debate isn't one Jacobson, 65, is paying much attention to these days.

Jacobsoen said he's trying to get by on a small pension, worker's compensation and
Medicaid.

ft wasn't supposed to be this way.

For nearly 20 years, Jacobson owned a wine and liquor store in Elmont, New York,
a bedroom community near Long Island. For eight years after that, Jacobson
managed another store. But in 2003 he injured his knee foading Champagne

cases,

Unable to work, Jacobson said he moved to Florida, living first in Fort Lauderdale
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and then Delray Beach.

Around 2007 or 2008 - Jacobson said he can’t remember precisely which year -
Jacobson heard about a course he hoped could dramatically improve his financial

fortunes.

It was offered at a West Palm Beach hotel, though Jacobson said he can't

remember which hotel,

Jacobson said a friend warned him not to get involved, but Trump’s imprimatur was

too alluring.

“When one of the wealthiest men in the world says you're going to make it, that

says something,” Jacobson said.
Jacobson said he wasn't alone in taking the course.
“There were over 100 people there,” he said.

At one point, an instructor asked if anyone was interested in more detailed
coaching, which would include a "mentor” who would help students look for real

estate opportunities.
“'d say 25 people put up the money,” Jacobson said.

The course and the mentor cost $26,000. Jacobson said he didn’t have that much
in cash. So, he paid for the course with his American Express card, a move he

would later regret,

Jacobson said a mentor did accompany him on trips around the area, where they

looked at various property listings.

“He went around with me for two weeks,” Jacobson said. “He was showing me the
ropes. He was working for Donald Trump. We would go around looking for real

estate to buy.”

The plan, as Jacobson remembers it, was to somehow buy real estate without

cash, sell it quickly and pocket profits.
The plan, though, didn't work.
“Nothing came of it,” Jacobson said. “He defrauded us all.”

Jill Martin, an attorney for Trump, disputed Jacobson’s contention that the course

was a scam.

“Trump University delivered valuable real estate teachings, as evidenced by the 98

percent of its students who rated its programs as excellent,” Martin wrote in an

email to The Post. “Those students who applied the teachings found great success.

As with all education, those who do not put in the time and effort will not achieve

success.”

Martin then addressed Jacobson’s experience.
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"He certainly was not misled, as evidenced by his own admissions after completing
his education, including a hands-on mentorship, that he learned ‘everything’ and
rated every aspect of the program as ‘excellent,” Martin wrote. “Mr. Jacobson was
not only satisfied, but even went so far as to indicate that he wanted to share his

positive experience with Trump University in its monthly magazine.”
Martin’s email included a pair of evaluation forms she said Jacobson completed.

The handwriting on the forms, dated Oct. 1, 2009 and Oct. 5, 2009, are markedly

different. Neither form was signed.

Reviewing the forms, Jacobson said he remembers completing a portion of the
form dated Oct. 1, 2009, though he said the date is incorrect. He reported on the
form that his overall experience was “excellent” and praised the work of his mentor,

listed as someone named Chris Lombardo.

Jacobson said he did not put his name and date on the form, nor did he complete
the portion of the form that asked for numerical ratings for various aspects of the
course. A question asking if he'd like to “share your success story with Trump

University” was left blank.

A second form, the one dated Oct. 5, 2000, asks different guestions. In handwriting
that is different from that of the previous form, the course gets glowing reviews,
with more praise for Lombardo. Aspects of the course are again given the highest
possible ratings, and, this time, the writer says "yes” when asked if he would like to

share his success story with Trump University.
“This is not my handwriting,” Jacobson told The Post. “Not even close.”

Told Jacobson’s reaction to seeing the forms, Martin wrote: “Those are our records
of his experience. His claims that he did not fill those out (or only partially did so)

are nonsense. He clearly learned a lot, He is not credible.”

Jacobson said he does not remember if he ever tried to get his money back. He
said he was not able to apply anything he learmed from the course. Financial

problems mounted.

“Try paying off $26,000 to American Express when you don't have anything coming

in,” Jacobson said.

Eventually, Jacobson declared bankruptey. The money he shelled out for the

Trump University course “was the main factor,” he said.
Six years ago, things got worse for Jacobson. Much, much worse.

He was diagnosed with amyotrophic lateral scierosis — Lou Gehrig’s disease, an
incurable condition that reduces muscle strength and size. ALS patients typically
die three to four years after diagnosis, though in some rare cases patients can live

longer than a decade.
Jacobson says he is “not doing terribly yet, but I'm going downhill. | know that.”

Even with the presidential campaign in full swing, Jacobson said he is trying not to
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pay much attention to it, largely because of Trump.

“l get nauseous when | see him on TV, he said.

Still, Jacobson said he hears how Trump has performed in debates and has a

gnawing fear that the nomination and then the presidency are within the mogul's

reach.

“He pulls the wool over people’s eyes,” Jacobson said. “He says a lot, but he won’t

do anything.”

TRENDING ON FAGEBOOK

« Donald Trump's healthcare plan: Here are the 7 points
« Bernie baby' died suddely, mom says

= LAPD: Knife at O.4. Simpson property is being tested

= Noith Charlotte restaurant asks customers to take down hoodies, pull up

parits

o Take photos for Netflix, earn $2,000 a week: Here's what you need {o know

More popular and trending stories

VIEW COMMENTS

NATIONAL ELECTION HEADLINES

Civil rights tour comes amid heated political climate

 Trump intermingling business with politics as he campaigns

Sanders says Clinton dogs not have insurmountable lead’
» Garland meets Democrats, Senate recasses, Qroups up pressure
« NSA denied Clinton request for secure "BlackBerry-like’ device

MORE =

YOU MAY LIKE

Forget The iPhone 7. Next Apple Sensation Leaked
The Motley Fool

Homeowners Who Have Not Missed A Payment in 3 Years Are In For A Big Surprise
Comparisons.org

The Story Behind Your Last Name Will Surprise You

Ancestry

7 Reasons Why Glasses Should be Bought Online

GlassesUSA.com

http:/Mww.palmbeachpost.com/news/news/nati onal/2600CHoss-to—trump—university-makes—disabled—boyn/nquB/

Sponsored Links by Taboola

57



