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Chair Rogers, Ranking Member Meng and members of the Subcommittee, thank you for the
opportunity to submit testimony regarding judicial and courthouse security funding for the
United States Marshals Service (“USMS”).

The USMS’s “primary role and mission” is to provide security for and enforce all orders of the
federal courts.! But the USMS—a bureau within the Department of Justice—is led by a
presidentially appointed director, reports to the attorney general and ultimately retains “final
authority” over the judiciary’s security needs.? As the marshals remain dually accountable to
both the executive and judicial branches, and as the administration attempts to politicize the
USMS,? federal judges have started to worry that executive branch leadership could strip judges
of much-needed security.*
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This is not the time to wait and see if judges lose this critical protection.> As Chief Justice John
Roberts stated in his 2024 Year-End Report, in the past ten years the volume of hostile threats
against judges has “more than tripled.”® And in a highly politicized environment, judges face an
increasing wave of bomb threats, swatting calls, calls for violence and threats against themselves
and their families.’

The USMS has “assured” the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts that “security of the
Judiciary and the staffing of judicial proceedings remains the USMS’s top priority.”® Indeed,
USMS would risk violating its statutory duties if it declined to prioritize such protection.’ But the
USMS relies on its lump-sum salaries and expenses appropriation to cover more than this
judicial security function.'® And in 2021, a Department of Justice Office of the Inspector General
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audit found that USMS suffered from “inadequate” resources to “fully meet its protective
services obligations to judges,” and that “competing agency priorities” had hindered the USMS’s
“ability to fund . . . judicial security enhancements.”!!

In light of rising threats against judges, the potential for politicization of the USMS and this
evidence of past deficiencies in the USMS’s provision of judicial security, Congress must
provide adequate funding to the USMS for the personal security of judges, explicitly require that
the USMS use a minimum amount of that funding to fulfill this statutory function, require that
the USMS regularly report on its use of these funds and mandate that the Judicial Conference of
the United States inform Congress if the USMS fails to provide adequate judicial security. '?
Accordingly, we urge the subcommittee to provide the highest funding level for judicial and
courthouse security and adopt the following language for the USMS’s salaries and expenses
appropriation:

For necessary expenses of the United States Marshals Service, $[], of which not to exceed
$[] shall be available for official reception and representation expenses, and not to exceed
$[] shall remain available until expended: Provided, That not less than $[] shall be for
Judicial and Courthouse Security, including the personal security of judicial officers, the
assessment of threats made to judicial officers, and the protection of all other judicial
personnel, Provided further, That the Director of the U.S. Marshals Service shall provide
a quarterly report to the Committees on Appropriations and Committees on the Judiciary
of the House of Representatives and the Senate for these funds showing, by object class,
obligations and expenditures made and the purposes therefore, Provided further, That the
Judicial Conference of the United States shall provide a quarterly report to the
Committees on Appropriations and Committees on the Judiciary of the House of
Representatives and the Senate showing its requests for judicial security under 28 U.S.C.
§ 566(i) and the Conference’s determination whether the U.S. Marshals Service has
allocated sufficient resources to fulfill the Conference’s requests.

Thank you for your efforts to increase judicial security and maintain judicial independence. If
CREW can provide any additional insight into questions regarding USMS funding and judicial
security, we are always happy to assist.
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