U.S. Department of Justice

Office of Professional Responsibility

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 3266
Washington, DC 20530
(202) 514-3365

May 21, 2025

By Email

Nikhel Sus
CREW

Re:  OPR FOIA No. F22-00034 4™ and Completion Interim Response (1st Judicial
Referral) CRM and PRAO Response to Consult (32 pages enclosed)

Dear Mr. Sus:

This letter is in response to your January 30, 2022 Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA)/Privacy Act (PA) request to the Department of Justice (DOJ) Office of Professional
Responsibility (OPR) seeking the following records from January 1, 2010, to the date we began to
process your request:

1. All complaints or other submissions to DOJ’s Office of Professional Responsibility
(“OPR”) regarding possible professional misconduct by any federal court of
appeals judge, district court judge, magistrate judge, or bankruptcy judge.

2. All referrals made by OPR to any judicial disciplinary authority, state bar, or any
other external entity regarding possible professional misconduct by any federal
court of appeals judge, district court judge, magistrate judge, or bankruptcy judge.

3. All OPR reports, conclusions, or findings relating to items 1 or 2 above.

OPR received your request on January 20, 2022, and has assigned to it tracking number
F22-00034. Please refer to this number in any correspondence pertaining to this matter.

Enclosed please find 32 pages (Bates-numbered F22-00034 00576 to 00607) that OPR sent
to the Criminal Division (CRM) and the Professional Responsibility Advisory Office (PRAO) for
consultation as part of the Ist judicial misconduct referral. After consultations, we have
determined that these pages are appropriate for release with excisions made pursuant to
Exemptions 5, 6 and 7(C) of the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 522(b)(5), (b)(6) and (b)(7)(C). Exemption 5
pertains to certain inter- and intra-agency communications protected by the deliberative process
privilege. Exemption 6 pertains to information the release of which would constitute a clearly
unwarranted invasion of the personal privacy of third parties. Exemption 7(C) pertains to
information compiled for law enforcement purposes which could reasonably be expected to
constitute an unwarranted invasion of the personal privacy of third parties. Please be advised that



we have considered the foreseeable harm standard when reviewing records and applying FOIA
exemptions.”

Although I am aware that your request is the subject of ongoing litigation and that appeals
are not ordinarily acted on in such situations, I am required by statute and regulation to inform you
of your right to file an administrative appeal with the Office of Information Policy.

Sincerely,

Carmen Smith Carter
Assistant Counsel for the
Freedom of Information and Privacy Acts

Attachment: F22-00034 Processed and Produced Page Counts Chart

cc: Taylor Pitz
Trial Attorney
Federal Programs Branch
Civil Division

*

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national security
records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S.C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV 2010). This response is limited
to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard notification that is given to all
our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records do, or do not, exist.
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Attachment

F22-00034 Processed and Produced Page Counts Chart

Interim/
Monthly
Interim

Bates Nos.

No. of
Pages
Processed

Blank,
Duplicate,
Non-
responsive
Pages

Produced to
Sus=S
Consult=C
Referral=R

Withheld in
Full=WIF

No. of
Pages
Produced

Pages
Produced
and
Processed

FEB 2023

1-66

66

62

S=4

66

66

MAR 2023

67-283

217

S=1
R=137 (EOUSA)
R=73(FBI)
WIF=6

217

217

3" Interim

(Jan 29,
2024)

284-491

614

406

C=1 (EOUSA,
CRM, FBI)
R=182 (EOUSA)
R=11 (CRM)
R=14 (FBI)

208

614

4" Interim

(Sept. 23,
2024)

492-626

561

426

S=84
C=15 (CRM)
c=17
(CRM,PRAO)
WIF=19

135

561

5" Interim

627-788

168

S=11
C=11 (EOUSA)
C=2 (CRM)
R=111 (EOUSA)
W=27

162

168

Total Produced

788

Total Produced and Processed

1,626

¥ For the February 2023 interim response, 62 of the 66 pages produced were discovered to be nonresponsive
post-production, but are counted here as part of the total number of pages actually produced (and processed).
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From: Sciortino, John (OPR)

To: Nothstein, Peter (CRM)
Subject: RE: RBERI epilogue
Date: Monday, April 6, 2020 11:52:00 AM

Yeah, | thought so too. ((JESNOICHOINI(®)
|

From: Nothstein, Peter (CRM) [()N(®))

Sent: Monday, April 6, 2020 11:47 AM

To: Sciortino, John (OPR) (()K(®))

Subject: RE: |l epilogue

Thanks — very interesting!

From: Sciortino, John (OPR) {(9)K(®)

Sent: Monday, April 6, 2020 11:09 AM

To: Nothstein, Peter (CRM) (()K(®))]

Subject: FW: [l epilogue

FYI.

F22-00034 - 00576



From: Nothstein, Peter (CRM)

To: Sciortino, John (OPR)
Subject: RE: judicial referral we discussed
Date: Friday, April 3, 2020 4:39:37 PM

Thanks for letting me know, and all of your work on this. We really appreciate it and will be anxious
to hear what happens. Have a great weekend.

Peter

From: Sciortino, John (OPR) ((9)K(3)]

Sent: Friday, April 3, 2020 3:45 PM
To: Nothstein, Peter (CRM) {(s)K()]
Subject: FW: judicial referral we discussed

Referral just went out. Here’s your cc. | will let you know vvhen confirms receipt.

Good working with you on this, Peter. Thanks again for your patience.

John

F22-00034 - 00577



From: Nothstein, Peter (CRM)

To: Sciortino, John (OPR)
Subject: RE: PIN comments on draft QIQNOIGI® referral letter
Date: Thursday, April 2, 2020 11:51:43 AM

Very interesting! Thanks for the update; as you can imagine, we’re very interested in seeing how

this all goes.

Peter

From: Sciortino, John (OPR) ((9)K(3)]

Sent: Thursday, April 2, 2020 11:47 AM

To: Nothstein, Peter (CRM) [{)K(&);

Subject: FW: PIN comments on draft (QEQEONIGI® rcferral letter

Thought you’d enjoy this. . . .

Duplicate of BN 00549

F22-00034 - 00578



From: Nothstein, Peter (CRM)

To: Sciortino, John (OPR)
Subject: RE: draft letter attached
Date: Thursday, April 2, 2020 11:37:41 AM

No problem at all...

From: Sciortino, John (OPR) (K@)

Sent: Thursday, April 2, 2020 11:32 AM

To: Nothstein, Peter (CRM) <(JK@)]

Subject: RE: draft letter attached

(b) (5)

From: Nothstein, Peter (CRM) (XS]

Sent: Thursday, April 2, 2020 11:17 AM

To: Sciortino, John (OPR) (K@)

Subject: Re: draft letter attached

Understood. Thanks.

On Apr 2, 2020, at 10:47 AM, Sciortino, John (OPR) (()(®)]

wrote:

It's resolved. (b) (5)

From: Sciortino, John (OPR)
Sent: Thursday, April 2, 2020 10:34 AM

To: Nothstein, Peter (CRM) (()N(®))

Subject: RE: draft letter attached

(b) (5)

From: Nothstein, Peter (CRM) (X))

Sent: Thursday, April 2, 2020 9:39 AM

To: Sciortino, John (OPR) (K@)

Subject: RE: draft letter attached

John, we’ve discussed it over here (b) (5), (b) (6)
.
——— P18 out e

any other time.

F22-00034 - 00579



From: Sciortino, John (OPR) ((9)K(®)]

Sent: Wednesday, April 1, 2020 4:23 PM

To: Nothstein, Peter (CRM) [{)K(&)]

Subject: RE: draft letter attached

Hey Peter, (b) (5)
I 0 o want (0 discus i further

From: Nothstein, Peter (CRM) (K@)

Sent: Tuesday, March 31, 2020 6:18 PM

To: Sciortino, John (OPR) (X @)]

Subject: Re: draft letter attached

(b) (5) .

On Mar 31, 2020, at 6:11 PM, Sciortino, John (OPR) (K@)

wrote:

Thanks, Peter. (b) (5)
T

From: Nothstein, Peter (CRM) {(JK@)

Sent: Tuesday, March 31, 2020 4:53 PM

To: Sciortino, John (OPR) (YK ()

Subject: RE: draft letter attached

John, thanks for everything on this. | had a few edits to the letter, attached. Happy to discuss. QK&

|
-

Peter

From: Sciortino, John (OPR) (QKE))

Sent: Thursday, March 26, 2020 11:09 AM
To: Nothstein, Peter (CRM) <(JK@)]

Subject: RE: draft letter attached

I’'m really sorry it has taken me so long, but there seems to be an end in sight.

From: Nothstein, Peter (CRM) (XS]

F22-00034 - 00580



Sent: Thursday, March 26, 2020 11:07 AM
To: Sciortino, John (OPR) ({(S)X(S))}
Subject: RE: draft letter attached

Thanks, John. I'll review and get back to you as soon as | can. | really appreciate your work on this.

Peter

From: Sciortino, John (OPR) (X&)

Sent: Thursday, March 26, 2020 11:06 AM

To: Nothstein, Peter (CRM) {(JXE)}

Subject: draft letter attached

Hey Peter,

Attached is a draft letter for
still sorting out a few issues

Standing by for your comments and suggested edits.

John

F22-00034 - 00581



From: Nothstein, Peter (CRM)

To: Sciortino, John (OPR)

Subject: RE: draft letter attached

Date: Thursday, April 2, 2020 11:23:49 AM

Thanks — I’'m sure we can sort it out.

F22-00034 - 00582




From: Sciortino, John (OPR)

To: Nothstein, Peter (CRM)

Subject: RE: draft letter attached

Date: Tuesday, March 31, 2020 6:19:00 PM

Got it. | will pass that along to management (I agree).

F22-00034 - 00583




From: Sciortino, John (OPR)

To: Nothstein, Peter (CRM)
Subject: RE: [QIGHQIULS
Date: Monday, March 23, 2020 2:05:00 PM

Thanks, Peter.

From: Nothstein, Peter (CRM) (YK ()
Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 1:12 PM
To: Sciortino, John (OPR) (YK
subject: RE: [QICIQINSR

John, (DXG)
]

Here’s my contact info; we’ve moved.

Peter M. Nothstein

Senior Litigation Counsel

Public Integrity Section

Criminal Division, Department of Justice
1331 F Street NW

Washington, DC 20005

b) (6

From: Sciortino, John (OPR) (QKG))
Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 11:59 AM
To: Nothstein, Peter (CRM) [()K@)]
subject: RE: [EIQIES

Peter, also, please give me your official title and confirm the following contact info

Peter M. Nothstein

[Title]

U.S. Department of Justice
Public Integrity Section

1400 New York Avenue, N.W., 12 Floor
Washington, D.C. 20005

F22-00034 - 00584



The DOJ outlook system says your current location is [{S) ()] Jeez, big

brothery.

From: Nothstein, Peter (CRM) ()@

Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 11:07 AM

To: Sciortino, John (OPR) (XS]
Subject: RE: QICNOIYIE)

VIO
I

From: Sciortino, John (OPR) (QKG))

Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 10:36 AM

To: Nothstein, Peter (CRM) (K@)
Subject: RE: QISHQINR

(b) (5)
From: Nothstein, Peter (CRM) ((S)N(S)]

Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 10:30 AM

To: Sciortino, John (OPR) (()K(®))
Subject: RE: (QEIONOIYI®)

Thanks, John, and | completely understand about the timing (X&)

Peter

From: Sciortino, John (OPR) (KB

Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 10:21 AM

To: Nothstein, Peter (CRM) ()R]
Subject: RICHOIQI®)

Hey Peter,

Hope you and your colleagues are managing the pandemic situation okay under the circumstances.

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

F22-00034 - 00585



John

000000000000000



From: Nothstein, Peter (CRM)

To: Sciortino, John (OPR)
Subject: RE: US v.(judicial referral of [[NIGNOIRI®))
Date: Thursday, October 31, 2019 3:03:52 PM

aauaall (b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

John, per our discussion (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Peter

From: Sciortino, John (OPR)
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2019 4:57 PM

To: Nothstein, Peter (CRM) (b) (6)
Subject: RE: US v. jji§illl (iudicial referral o{@CNOIWIS)

Hey Peter,

When you have a chance, would you also send me the motion to unseal (Dkt # 36) in the US v. il
case? (I have the order, but not the motion itself.)

John

From: Sciortino, John (OPR)
Sent: Tuesday, October 22, 2019 1:26 PM

To: Nothstein, Peter (CRM) (b) (6)
Subject: US v.(judicial referral of (JXENDIA(®))

Hi Peter,
(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

F22-00034 - 00587



(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
Thanks very much,
John J. Sciortino
US Department of Justice

Office of Professional Responsibility
RFK Main Bldg., Rm. 3535

950 Pennsylvania Ave. NW

(b) (6)

F22-00034 - 00588



From: Nothstein, Peter (CRM)

To: Sciortino, John (OPR)
Subject: RE: US v. QiR Gudicial referral of [((QEGQOIQIS)
Date: Friday, February 21, 2020 10:49:32 AM

HiJohn —I'm just checking on status. Any news?
Thanks

Peter

From: Sciortino, John (OPR)
Sent: Thursday, January 16, 2020 11:43 AM

To: Nothstein, Peter (CRM) (()K@)]
Subject: RE: US v. RiKIRIN (udicial referral of QG EOIQI®)

Are you available for a quick call today? | see your out-of-office says you're in trial.

From: Nothstein, Peter (CRM) (XS]

Sent: Thursday, January 16, 2020 11:34 AM

To: Sciortino, John (OPR) (K@)

Subject: RE: US v. (judicial referral of

No worries at all — | appreciate the update. Any idea of what the outcome might me?

From: Sciortino, John (OPR)
Sent: Thursday, January 16, 2020 11:31 AM

To: Nothstein, Peter (CRM) (K@)
Subject: RE: US v. JiSIR (udicial referral of [(QONEOIQIE©)

Hi Peter,

I met with office management on it just this week, and it is at the top of the queue. | hope to get it
done within the next week or so and to be in touch.

Sorry for the slow response! We have been significantly understaffed due to attorney departures,
and at the same time several big matters hit the office, so it has taken longer that it should. (But tell
your friends that OPR is hiring.)

John

From: Nothstein, Peter (CRM) ()X @®)

Sent: Thursday, January 16, 2020 11:20 AM

To: Sciortino, John (OPR) (@)
Subject: RE: US v. I judicial referral of (SO EOIQI®)

HiJohn — 1 just wanted to check in to see if there’s any news on this.

F22-00034 - 00589



Thanks

Peter

Duplicate of BN 00587

F22-00034 - 00590




From: Hardy, Lyn (OPR)

To: Boykin, Evonne (OPR)
Subject: (b) (5)
Date: Monday, February 04, 2019 4:51:24 PM

Evonne, another judge referral, can you open this on QIQM@IRIQ) rcferred from Crim Division/USAO
SD TX. Thanks.

From: Hardy, Lyn (OPR)
Sent: Friday, February 01, 2019 5:40 PM

To: Amundson, Corey (OPR) (K9]
Cc: Ragsdale, Jeffrey (OPR) (XK@
Subject: (NG

b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Thanks. Lyn.

From: Amundson, Corey (OPR) [(X@)
Sent: Friday, February 01, 2019 4:56 PM
To: Hardy, Lyn (OPR) (X))

Cc: Ragsdale, Jeffrey (OPR) (X @)]
Subject: (NG

(b) (5)
_ Lyn, please remember this for us. Thanks!

From: Amundson, Corey (OPR)
Sent: Friday, January 18, 2019 6:48 PM

To: Hardy, Lyn (OPR) (()X(®)]

F22-00034 - 00591



Cc: Ragsdale, Jeffrey (OPR) (XK@

Subject: [(YXE)

Thank you both. | haven’t heard anything but will let you know if | do.

Sent from my iPhone

On Jan 18, 2019, at 6:32 PM, Hardy, Lyn (OPR)[{)X(®)) wrote:

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Sent from my iPhone

On Jan 18, 2019, at 2:51 PM, Ragsdale, Jeffrey (OPR) (X&)

[(b) (5)

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Gee, Todd (CRM)" {(JXE)

Date: January 18, 2019 at 2:44:21 PM EST
To: "Ragsdale, Jeffrey (OPR)"

(b) (6)
Subject: [(JNE)]

Per our conversation

From: Mulkern, Patrice (PRAO)

Sent: Friday, January 18, 2019 1:58 PM
To: Gee, Todd (CRM) (X))
Nothstein, Peter (CRM)

(b) (6) >; Neurock, Mitchel
(USATXS) [((OX®)

Cc: Ludwig, Stacy (PRAO) (X))
Benjamin (PRAO) (X ®))

Subject: [(YXE)

Grimes,

F22-00034 - 00592



(b) (5). (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

000000000000000
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(b) (5). (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

000000000000000



000000000000000






000000000000000



(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

000000000000000



JNE

Please let us know if you have any questions ()]

Patrice

Patrice M. Mulkern

Senior Legal Advisor

Professional Responsibility Advisory Office (PRAO)
1425 New York Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20530

(b) (6)

(202) 353-7438 (fax)

ME

From: Gee, Todd (CRM) {(X®)

Sent: Thursday, January 17, 2019 3:05 PM

To: Mulkern, Patrice (PRAO) (K@)

Cc: Nothstein, Peter (CRM)

(b) (6) ; Neurock, Mitchel

(USATXS) (DX G
Subject: (NG

Patrice,

One last addition we forgot to mention on the call just now:

F22-00034 - 00600



(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

-Todd

From: Neurock, Mitchel (USATXS)

it (O

Sent: Thursday, January 17, 2019 2:06 PM

To: Gee, Todd (CRM) (X)) ;
Mulkern, Patrice (PRAO) (K@)

Cc: Nothstein, Peter (CRM)

(b) (6)

Subject: [(YXE)

OK!

From: Gee, Todd (CRM) (XS}

Sent: Thursday, 17 January, 2019 13:05
To: Mulkern, Patrice (PRAO) (JMD)

OIO)

Cc: Nothstein, Peter (CRM)
OXG) Neurock, Mitchel

(USATXS) (DK@
Subject: (NG

Yes, 2:15 EST should work. Patrice---I can just get
Mitch on the phone and then conference you in
then. Thanks!

From: Mulkern, Patrice (PRAO)

F22-00034 - 00601



Sent: Thursday, January 17, 2019 2:00 PM

To: Gee, Todd (CRM) (KB}

Cc: Keller, John (CRM)

(b) (6) ; Nothstein, Peter
(CrRM) [(QEE)

Neurock, Mitchel (USATXS)

(b) (6)

Subject: [(YXE)

2:15pm EST to be clear...

Patrice M. Mulkern

Senior Legal Advisor

Professional Responsibility Advisory Office
(PRAO)

1425 New York Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20530

(b) (6)

(202) 353-7438 (fax)

p) (5

From: Mulkern, Patrice (PRAO)

Sent: Thursday, January 17, 2019 1:59 PM

To: Gee, Todd (CRM) (K(®)]

Cc: Keller, John (CRM)

(b) (6) ; Nothstein, Peter
[@{%](b) (6)

Neurock, Mitchel (USATXS)

(b) (6)
Subject: (NG

F22-00034 - 00602



Is it ok if | give you a call at 2:15? If so, what number
should | use to give you a call?

Patrice M. Mulkern

Senior Legal Advisor

Professional Responsibility Advisory Office
(PRAO)

1425 New York Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20530

(b) (6)

(202) 353-7438 (fax)

) G

From: Gee, Todd (CRM)

(b) (6)

Sent: Thursday, January 17, 2019 1:38 PM
To: Mulkern, Patrice (PRAO)

(b) (6) Ludwig, Stacy (PRAO)

Cc: Keller, John (CRM)
(b) (6) ; Nothstein, Peter

(&) (b) (6)

Neurock, Mitchel (USATXS)

OIO)

Subject: (XS]

Patrice/Stacy,

Thanks so much to both of you for responding to us.

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (1)(C)
I - h:

F22-00034 - 00603



tells me that he is due to speak to Stacy about
another matter this afternoon, so we could just
piggy back on that conversation (I'll hang up when
you switch to the other matter). Or if we should do
it as a separate call, Mitch says any time today
except 3-4 pm works for him. That also works for
me.

Thanks,

Todd Gee

Deputy Chief

Public Integrity Section
Criminal Division

U.S. Department of Justice
1400 New York Ave. NW
Room 12124

Washington, DC 20005

OIO)

From: Mulkern, Patrice (PRAQ)
Sent: Thursday, January 17, 2019 1:27 PM

To: Ludwig, Stacy (PRAO) (K@) ;
Gee, Todd (CRM) (K@) ;
Grimes, Benjamin (PRAO) (K@)

Cc: Keller, John (CRM)
(b) (6) ; Nothstein, Peter

(SR (b) (6)
Subject: (NG

Hi all,

| just tried to give Todd a call at the number below. |
am stepping out of the office for a moment but
should be back in 15 —30 minutes. Is there a specific
number other than the one on Todd’s signature
block that | should call when | return?

Thanks,

Patrice

Patrice M. Mulkern
Senior Legal Advisor
Professional Responsibility Advisory Office (PRAO)

F22-00034 - 00604



1425 New York Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530

(b) (6)

(202) 353-7438 (fax)

JNE

From: Ludwig, Stacy (PRAO)

(b) (6)

Sent: Thursday, January 17, 2019 1:20 PM
To: Gee, Todd (CRM)

(b) (6) ; Grimes, Benjamin
(PRAO) [((QXG)]

Cc: Keller, John (CRM)

5(b) (6) ; Nothstein, Peter
(CRM) (D G) ;
Mulkern, Patrice (PRAO) ({(Q)K(S)]

Subject: (NG

Of course, we’re happy to help. Patrice Mulkern
(one of our senior attorneys) and | are here today.
I’'m addressing another emergency matter now.

Patrice will call you momentarily to address your
inquiry.

Stacy M. Ludwig

Director

Professional Responsibility Advisory Office
Department of Justice

F22-00034 - 00605



1425 New York Avenue, NW, Suite 12000
Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6)

From: Gee, Todd (CRM)

(b) (6)

Sent: Thursday, January 17, 2019 1:04 PM

To: Ludwig, Stacy (PRAO)

Grimes, Benjamin (PRAO) (b) (6)

Cc: Keller, John (CRM)

5(b) (6) ; Nothstein, Peter
(SVIRS:(h) (6)

Subject: (NG

Importance: High

Stacy/Ben,

Are one of you or one of your other senior attorneys
available for a consultation this afternoon on an

ethics issue that is a bit of a rush?

F22-00034 - 00606



| know PRAO is short-staffed with the shutdown, but

WIONOIONOIVI(®)
-

out to me?

Thanks,

Todd Gee

Deputy Chief

Public Integrity Section
Criminal Division

U.S. Department of Justice
1400 New York Ave. NW
Room 12124

Washington, DC 20005

(b) (6)

F22-00034 - 00607





