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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

CITIZENS FOR RESPONSIBILITY AND 
ETHICS IN WASHINGTON, 

 Plaintiff, 
   
   v. 

U.S. CENTERS FOR DISEASE 
CONTROL AND PREVENTION, et al., 
 

Defendants. 

Civil Action No. 25-01020 (TJK)

DECLARATION OF NATHAN FREED WESSLER

I, Nathan Freed Wessler, declare as follows: 
 
1. I am a deputy director of the American Civil Liberties Union’s (“ACLU”) Speech, 

Privacy, and Technology Project (“SPT”). I have been employed as an attorney by the ACLU 

Foundation since 2011, first as a legal fellow with the ACLU National Security Project, and then 

as a staff attorney, senior staff attorney, and now deputy project director in SPT. In each of my 

roles at the ACLU, my work has included drafting and filing Freedom of Information Act 

(“FOIA”) requests and appeals, litigating FOIA suits against federal agencies, and reviewing and 

publicizing records obtained pursuant to those requests and litigation.

2. The facts set forth in this Declaration are true and of my own personal knowledge 

or based on a review of the ACLU’s business records generated in connection with the 

organization’s work.

3. The ACLU is a non-profit, 26 U.S.C. § 501(c)(4) membership organization that 

educates the public about the civil liberties implications of government policies and practices, 

including executive branch actions and pending and proposed state and federal legislation. The 

ACLU frequently submits FOIA requests to federal agencies seeking to shed light on government 
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activities affecting civil rights and civil liberties. 

4. On February 7, 2025, the ACLU submitted a FOIA request to approximately 40 

federal agencies and components seeking information about attempted or actual access to sensitive 

agency records by personnel affiliated with the so-called Department of Government Efficiency 

(“DOGE”), also known as the United States DOGE Service. The ACLU sought expedited 

processing of the request on the basis that the records sought are urgently needed to inform the 

public about federal government activity. See 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(E)(v)(II). 

5. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”) was one of the agencies 

to which the ACLU directed the request. The ACLU submitted the request to the CDC using the 

online FOIA portal. 

6.  On the same day the request was submitted, February 7, 2025, the CDC confirmed 

receipt of the request and assigned it Case Number 25-00784-FOIA. 

7. On February 11, 2025, the CDC notified the ACLU that the agency had granted the 

ACLU’s request for expedited processing. The CDC stated that the FOIA request “would be 

processed as quickly as possible” and that “[w]e reasonably anticipate that you should receive a 

final response by May 4, 2025.” 

8. To date, the ACLU has received no further correspondence, update, or response 

from the CDC. 

9.  On June 30, 2025, I logged into the CDC FOIA portal to check the status of the 

request. The status is listed as “In Process.” 

10. It has now been 20 weeks since the CDC granted expedited processing, and eight 

weeks since the estimated final response date of May 4, 2025. The agency is in violation of its 

statutory obligation to “process as soon as practicable any request for records to which the agency 

has granted expedited processing,” 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(E)(iii), and to make a determination of 
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the request within 20 working days, id. § 552(a)(6)(A)(i).

11. This delay is negatively impacting the ability of the ACLU to inform the public 

about critical questions regarding the privacy and security of sensitive and personally identifying 

records held by the CDC.

12. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing 

is true and correct.

Executed on July 1, 2025    _____________________________.
Nathan Freed Wessler
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