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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

CITIZENS FOR RESPONSIBILITY AND
ETHICS IN WASHINGTON,

Plaintiff,
V.

Civil Action No. 25-01020 (TJK)
U.S. CENTERS FOR DISEASE
CONTROL AND PREVENTION, et al.,

Defendants.

DECLARATION OF VANESSA ALLEN

I, Vanessa Allen, declare as follows:

1. American Oversight submits this declaration, supplementing the prior declaration
(ECF No. 26-5) it submitted in this matter concerning Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”)
compliance at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”) and the Department of
Health and Human Services (“HHS”) and in support of Plaintiff’s Motion for Summary Judgment.

2. I am the Paralegal Operations Manager at American Oversight. I have been
employed at American Oversight since March 2025. In this role, I have been responsible for,
among other things: overseeing the preparation and filing of FOIA requests, tracking and managing
incoming productions, monitoring agency correspondence handled by American Oversight’s
paralegal team, tracking FOIA requests through our internal database, and consulting with
American Oversight attorneys and researchers concerning discussions and negotiations with
agency FOIA officers.

3. The facts set forth in this Declaration are true and of my own personal knowledge
or based on a review of American Oversight’s business records generated in connection with

American Oversight’s work.
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4. American Oversight is a nonpartisan, non-profit section 501(c)(3) organization
primarily engaged in disseminating information to the public. American Oversight is committed
to promoting transparency in government, educating the public about government activities, and
ensuring the accountability of government officials. Through research and FOIA requests,
American Oversight uses the information gathered, and its analysis of it, to educate the public
about the activities and operations of the federal government through reports, published analyses,
press releases, and other media.

5. Since its founding, American Oversight has submitted approximately 15,000
requests for public records, including approximately 8,000 federal FOIA requests.

6. In 2025 so far, American Oversight has submitted 15 requests to the CDC.

7. Of these fifteen FOIA requests, eight were submitted before the reported closure of
CDC’s FOIA office on April 1, 2025. For each of these requests, American Oversight received
some communications from CDC, and in many cases, final responses. As described in more detail
below, for the seven requests submitted after April 1, 2025, American Oversight has received from
CDC an acknowledgment of only one of those requests and no communications at all for the
remainder.

8. American Oversight generates certain records through the course of its regularly
conducted activities of submitting FOIA and public records requests. Specifically, at or near the
time each FOIA or public records request is submitted, American Oversight staff responsible for
and with direct knowledge of submitting each request customarily assigns an internal tracking
number (AO FOIA #) to each request, creates an entry for that request in an internal database
referencing the AO FOIA #, and saves the request to a folder labeled with the AO FOIA # in an
internal file management system. Subsequently, American Oversight staff logs and saves

correspondence about the request in the relevant folder at or near the time the correspondence is
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sent or received.

9. I have reviewed my colleague Anisha Hindocha’s declaration submitted previously
in this litigation, ECF No. 26-5, and reviewed American Oversight’s relevant business records.
There have been no updates or communications from the CDC regarding any of the FOIA requests
discussed therein since Ms. Hindocha’s declaration was submitted.

10.  The paragraphs below summarize the requests American Oversight has submitted
to CDC since then.

Outstanding FOIA Request AO FOIA # HHS-(CDC)-25-1408

11. On May 28, 2025, American Oversight submitted a request to CDC via the federal-
government-wide FOIA.gov portal seeking records reflecting guidance regarding the wiping of
records concerning agency business from CDC personnel’s electronic devices.

12. To date, American Oversight has not received any acknowledgment or other
correspondence from CDC about this request.

Outstanding FOIA Request AO FOIA # HHS-(CDC)-25-1563

13. On June 18, 2025, American Oversight submitted a request to CDC to the direct
email address of a CDC FOIA officer, seeking records regarding agency use of Palantir
Technologies products. The request was sent to this email address, which belongs to the CDC
FOIA officer American Oversight most recently had contact with, because CDC’s online portal
was not working and American Oversight has received no indication that requests submitted
through FOIA.gov are being forwarded to CDC.

14. On July 3, 2025, American Oversight resubmitted this request to the government-
wide FOIA.gov portal directed to the Office of the HHS Secretary and received an auto-
acknowledgment from that office.

15. To date, American Oversight has not received any acknowledgment or other
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correspondence from CDC about this request.
CONCLUSION

16.  As described above, American Oversight has been unable to communicate with
CDC about open requests since April 1, 2025, and has not even received acknowledgments of
requests submitted after April 11, 2025.

17.  None of the American Oversight’s requests pending with CDC discussed in this
declaration or the declaration of Ms. Hindocha have been issued a complete determination within
the statutory deadline, and most have not even received an acknowledgment from CDC. In light
of the closure of the CDC FOIA Office, American Oversight is unsure when or whether it will
receive the requested records.

18. These challenges are impacting American Oversight’s mission, which depends on
its ability to obtain records through FOIA requests, and American Oversight anticipates there may
be ongoing future negative impacts on its work.

19.  Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing

1s true and correct.

Executed on July 17, 2025 \/M,&dﬂd,a_, jﬂ(&ﬁﬁm
Vanessa Allen




