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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

CITIZENS FOR RESPONSIBILITY AND
ETHICS IN WASHINGTON,

Plaintiff,
V.

Civil Action No. 25-01020 (TJK)
U.S. CENTERS FOR DISEASE
CONTROL AND PREVENTION, et al.,

Defendants.

DECLARATION OF DR. PETER LURIE

I, Dr. Peter Lurie, declare as follows:

1. Center for Science in the Public Interest (CSPI) submits this declaration in support
of Plaintiff’s Motion for Summary Judgment.

2. [ am CSPI’s President and Executive Director.

3. The facts set forth in this Declaration are true and of my own personal knowledge
or based on a review of CSPI’s business records generated in connection with CSPI’s work.

4. CSPI is a nonpartisan, non-profit Section 501(c)(3) organization advocating for
evidence-based policies in nutrition, food safety, and health. CSPI staff submit FOIA requests to
federal agencies for information that supports our advocacy work.

5. CSPI disseminates the information it receives through FOIA requests to advance
government transparency by educating the public about government activities. Dissemination
methods include reports, blog posts, social media posts, academic articles, email and list serve
distribution, and other methods.

6. On March 11, 2025, CSPI submitted a FOIA request to the CDC that remains

pending.
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7. This request was submitted via CDC’s online FOIA submission form at

foia.cdc.gov/app/CreateRequest.aspx.

8. CSPI’s FOIA request seeks information regarding the employees that have been
terminated, sent termination notices, or have resigned since January 20, 2025, and employees who
have been reinstated following termination, particularly those employees involved in investigating
and disseminating information to the public about outbreaks of foodborne illness. Our request also
seeks communications between Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) staff and CDC
employees since January 20, 2025.

9. On March 13, 2025, in response to the submission of our FOIA request, CSPI
received an acknowledgement letter from CDC’s FOIA Office assigning the request #25-00958-
FOIA, indicating that the request had been placed in the complex processing queue, indicating that
CDC would require an additional ten working days to respond to the request, granting expedited
processing, and granting a fee waiver. The letter indicated that CDC reasonably anticipated that
CSPI should receive a final response by April 25, 2025.

10. On March 13, 2025, CSPI received an additional letter from CDC’s FOIA Office
requesting more information needed to conduct a search.

11. On March 17, 2025, CSPI sent a letter to CDC’s FOIA Office in response to its
request for more information.

12. CSPI has received no further contact from CDC’s FOIA Office since receiving their
acknowledgement letter and request for more information. CDC did not meet its indicated deadline
of April 25, 2025.

13.  After receiving the acknowledgment letter and request for more information, CSPI
learned from media stories that the Defendants had terminated CDC’s FOIA staff.

14.  Due to the elimination of the CDC’s FOIA Oftice, CSPI is now unsure if our request
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will be fully processed.

15. This delay is impacting CSPI’s mission to provide the public with evidence-based
information about government activity and advocate for evidence-based policy, as CSPI would use
the requested information to inform the public about CDC’s ability to carry out its duties related
to outbreaks of foodborne illness.

16.  Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing

1s true and correct.

Executed on July 8, 2025

Dr. Peter Lurie



