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, VXEPLW WKLV XSGDWHG GHFODUDWLRQ RQ EHKDOI
(“DFF”) concerning Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA™) compliance at the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (“CDC”) and the Department of Health and Human Services (“HHS”) and
in support of Plaintiff’s Motion for 6 XPPDU\ -XGJHPHQW

, DP WKH ,QWHULP 'LUHFWRU RI 2YHUVLJKW DQG (QJCLC
in this Declaration are true and of my own personal knowledge or based on a review of DFF’s
E X'V Libtds Yenerated in connection with DFF’s work.

'"HPRFUDF\ )RUZDUG )RXQGDWLRQ LV D QRQSURILW
DGYDQFHV GHPRFUDF\ DQG VRFLDO SURJUHVV WKURXJK OLV
regulatory engagement. Part of DFF’'s ZRUN LQFOXGHV SURPRWLQJ WUDQVSDL
LQ JRYHUQPHQW E\ HGXFDWLQJ WKH SXEOLF RQ JRYHUQPHQW

')) KDV D GHPRQVWUDWHG DELOLW\ WR XQFRYHU LQ
IUHHGRP RI LQIRUPDWLRQ VWDWXWHY DQG WR DVVLVW LQ G

public’s understanding of actions throughout the government. Indeed, recordsrHFHLYHG E\ "))
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KDYH SUHYLRXVO\ IRUPHG WKH EDVLV RI QHZV UHSRUWYV

As Interim Director of Oversight and Engagement, I manage the organization’s
VXEPLVVLRQ RI SXEOLF UHFRUGY UHTXHVWY LQYHVWLJDWL
HWKLFVY YLRODWLRQVY DQG UHODWHG PDWWHUV 7KLV LQFOX
VHHN UHFRUGV RI VLIQLILFDQW SXEOLF LQWHUHVW RQ PDWW

')) KDV VXEPLWWHG VHYHUDO UHTXHVWY RI VLJQLILF
WKLY DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ EXW KDV QRW UHE khinped BFEDsQ\ PHD Q
HITRUWYV WR XQFRYHU LPSRUWDQW LQIRUPDWLRQ DERXW PDW
SXEOLF &'& KDV QRW LVVXHG D UHVSRQVH RU GHWHUPLQD\
DFNQRZOHGJHG ZDUUDQWHG H[SHGLWHG SURFHVVLQJ PRUH
become increasingly less responsive and has not responded to DFF's HPDLOV DQG SKRQH
VHHNLQJ LQIRUPDWLRQ RQ WKH VWDWXV RI RXWVWDQGLQJ D

2Q -DQXDU\ DQG )HEUXDU\ ")) VXEPLWWH
WKDW UHPDLQ SHQGLQJ 7UXH DQG FRUUHFW FRSLHV RI WKH
requests were submitted via email according to Defendants’ then H[LV W L Q dnd thatvV WU X F W L

)2,$ UHTXHVW PXVW EH H2 PESIHOKG WRVEF& B WR 'Y

2Q ODUEFK $SULO DQG $SULO "))
UHTXHVWV WR WKH &'& WKDW UHPDLQ SHQGLQJ 7UXH DQG FR
([KLELW $ 7KH UHTXHVWV)ZBUHRRXEPQWWRGWDLO WKH

DFF’s FOIA requests to CDC seek information of considerable public concern,
QDPHO\ LQIRUPDWLRQ FRQFHUQLQJ 6) DQG 6) SHUVRQQC
SHUVR Q Q HIGvitD thel [RpafinwWni of Government Efficiency (‘DOGE”) SRVLWLRQ DQ
SHUVRQQHO UHSRUWYV IRU '2*( DIILOLDWHY DW WKH DJHQF

OHPRUDQGD RI $JUHHPHQW VHUYLFH DJUHHPHQWY RU RWKH
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2% (
')) KDV UHFHLYHG DFNQRZOHGJHPHQWY DQG WUDEFNI
SHQGLQJ )2,$ UHTXHVWV LW VXEPLWWHG WR &'& 7KRVH WUD
)2, % )2,$ DQG FOIA. DFF’s April 25, 2025 FOIA request has not
\HW UHFHLYHG DQ DFNQRZOHGJHPHQW RU WUDFNLQJ QXPEHU
2Q -DQXDU\ '"HIHQGDQWY VHQW DQ DFNQRZOHC
)2,$ ZKLFK VWDWHG WKDWreWntokt than Hhi@yFworkiReXdey&StoUH T X L
UHVSRQG WR \RXU UHTXHVW EHFDXVH > @ :H UHDVRQDEO\ H|
FRPSOH[ UHFRUGYV LQ UHVSRQVH WR \RXU UHTXHVW > @ :H Ut
&HQWHUV ,QVWLWXWHYV 2IILFHV
2Q HEUXDU\ '"HIHQGDQWY VHQW DQ DFNQRZOH
FOIA, which specified that the request was “placed in our Expedited processing queue”
and that “your FOIA request will be processed as quickly as possible.”
2Q ODUFK 'HIHQGDQWY VHQW DQ DFNQRZOHGJ
FOIA, which stated that the agency would “require an additional tetn ZRUNLQJ GD\V W
UHVSRQG WR \RXU UHTXHVW EHFDXVH ; :H UHDVRQDEO\ H[SH
D h& YIHS operating division or another federal agency about your request.”
2Q $SULO '"HIHQGDQWY VHQW HPDLOV DFNQRZC
FOIA and stating that the status of the request was updated to “Received.” These short,
DSSDUHQWO\ DXWRPDWHG HPDLO PHVVDJHV GLG QRW LQFOX(
about the processing queue, or a determination regarding DFF’s fee waiver request. All of which
LV QRW VXIILFLHQW DFNQRZOHGJHPHQW RI RXU UHTXHVW
')) KDV UHFHLYHG QR IXUWKHU FRQWDFW IURP "HIHC(

SHQGLQJ )2,$ UHTXHVWYV



Case 1:25-cv-01020-TJK  Document 33-9  Filed 07/17/25 Page 4 of 61

Defendants’ deadline to issue an initial determination in response to DFF’s FOIA
UHTXHVW - LRE®XGLQJI W Kby wlddsion HRich& dll@xdd “unusual
F L U FaXdesy’ Wvoked here by the agency— H[SLUHG RQ ODUFK
Defendants’ deadline to issue an initial determination in response to DFF’s FOIA
UHTXHVW — whig2th§ agency placed in its “expedited processing queue”— H[SLUHG
RQ ODUFK
Defendants’ deadline to issue an initial determination in response to DFF’s FOIA
UHTXHVW - LQRFOPXGLQJ W Kihy ddtddsidnHRtlnN hllQwled “unusual
circumstances,” invoked here by the agency— H[SLUHG RQ 0D\
"HIHQ G &x4dMdeMfo issue an initial determination in response to DFF’s FOIA
UHTXHVW )2,$ H[SLUHG RQ 0D\
DFF’s final pending FOIA request was submitted to CDC on April 25, 2025 and
KDV \HW WR UHFHLYH D WUDFNLQJ QXPEHU DV QRWHG DERY
3XE [/ 1R 6WDW UHTXLUHYV '"HIHQGDQWYV W
DQ LQGLYLGXDOL]J]HG WUDFNLQJ QXPEHU IRU DQ\ UHTXHVW W
Defendants’ deadlinetoissueat UDFNLQJ QXPEHU IRU WKL Vaid Befexdbhdd'W ZDV OL
GHDGOLQH WR LVVXH DQ LQLWLDO GHWHUPLQDWLRQ LQ UHVSE
')) KDV PDGH PXOWLSOH DWWHPSWV WR UHFHLYH XS
'XULQJ WK Na¥ RR0MSR hade several calls to the CDC’s FOIA Office (770
O\ FDOOV ZHQW VWUDLJKW WR D JHQHULF DQVZHULQJ PDFKL(
, OHIW D YRLFHPDLO UHTXHVWLQJ D VWDWXV XSGDWH
and the tracking numbers for DFF’s pending FOIA requests. I have not received any response to
WKLV YRLFHPDLO PHVVDJH

I also attempted to reach the CDC’s FOIA Officer, Roger Andoh, at the phone
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number listed in some of the CDC’s acknowledgement OHW W H U V , OHIW D
UHTXHVWLQJ D VWDWXV XSGDWH RQ 0D\ EXW KDYH QR

I also attempted to call the publicly listed phone line for HHS’s main FOIA (202

EXW RQO\ UHDFKHG DQ DXWRPDWHG PHVVDJH VWDW
GLVFRQQHFWHG

DFF has also sought status updates from the CDC’s FOIA inbox,

IRLDUHTXH V,\ahy HIESG FOIARInbox, IRLDUHTXHVVEXWWHRMLYHG QR UH

$V RI -XO\ 'Y) KDV UHFHLYHG QR IXUWKHU FRPP
FRQFHUQLQJ RXU SHQGLQJ )2,$ UHTXHVWV 7KLV LQFOXGHV R
KDV EHHQ SHQGLQJ IRU RYHU ILYH PRQWKY RXU UHTXHVW W
)2,$ PRUH WKDQ IRXU PRQWKY DJR DQG WZR $SULO UHT
DFNQRZOHGJHPHQW,$ DQG QR DFNQRZOHGJHPHQW DW DOO $
")) KDV DOVR EHHQ XQVXFFHVVIXO LQ UHDFKLQJ DQ\RQH UHYV
GHVSLWH PXOWLSOH DWWHPSWV WR FRQWDFW &'& DQG ++6 )z
ZKHQ RU ZKHWKHU ZH ZLOO UHFHLYH WKH UHTXHVWHG UHFR
RIILFH
3XUVXDQW WR 86 & * , GHFODUH XQGHU SHQTD

LV WUXH DQG FRUUHFW

([HFXWHG RQ -XO\
-8/,% 6=<%$/$
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APPENDIX A
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January 21, 2025
VIA Electronic Delivery

Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave SW,
Washington, DC 20250
USDAFOIA@usda.gov

Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave NW
Washington, DC 20230
eFOIA@doc.gov

Department of Homeland Security
Headquarters

Office of the Executive Secretary
2707 Martin Luther King Jr Ave SE
Washington, DC 20528-0525

VIA Online Portal

Department of Homeland Security
Immigration & Customs Enforcement
500 12th Street SW, Stop 5009
Washington, DC 20536-5009

VIA Online Portal

Department of Homeland Security
Customs & Border Protection
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW,
Washington, DC 20004

VIA Online Portal

Department of Homeland Security

U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services,
National Records Center, FOIA/PA Office
P.O. Box 648010

Lee's Summit, MO 64064-8010

Via Online Portal

Council on Environmental Quality
FOIA Request Service Center

730 Jackson Place, NW
Washington, DC 20503
efoia(@ceq.eop.gov

Central Intelligence Agency
Information and Privacy Coordinator
Washington, DC 20505

Via Online Portal

Department of Defense

Office of the Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon,
Washington, DC 20301-1000
VIA Online Portal

Department of Defense
Secretary of the Army

101 Army Pentagon,
Washington, DC 20310-0101
VIA Online Portal

Department of Defense

Department of the Navy - Office of the
Chief of Naval Operations

2000 Navy Pentagon

Washington DC 20350-2000

VIA Online Portal

Department of Defense

Headquarters Air Force/AAII (FOIA)
1000 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1000

VIA Online Portal

DF-MULTI-25-0119-0168
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United States Coast Guard

ATTN: FOIA Coordinator

Commandant (CG-611), 2703 Martin Luther
King Jr Ave, SE, Stop 7710

Washington, DC 20593-7710
efoia(@uscg.mil

Department of Education

Office of the Secretary

400 Maryland Ave., SW, LBJ 7W104
Washington, DC 20202-4500

Attn: FOIA Service Center
EDFOIAManager@ed.gov

Department of Energy

1000 Independence Ave., S.W.
Washington, DC 20585
FOIA-Central@hg.doe.gov

Environmental Protection Agency
National FOIA Office

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW (2310A)
Washington, DC 20460

VIA Online Portal

U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission

131 M Street, N.E., Suite SNW02E
Washington, DC 20507

Via online portal

National Freedom of Information Act
Office, AFN-400

Federal Aviation Administration

800 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20591

Via online portal

Filed 07/17/25 Page 8 of 61

Federal Trade Commission Headquarters
600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington DC 20580

FOIA@ftc.gov

General Services Administration

FOIA Contact, FOIA Requester Service
Center (LG)

1800 F. Street, NW

Washington, DC 20405
gsa.foia@gsa.gov

Department of Health & Human Services
Hubert H. Humphrey Building

200 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20201

VIA Online Portal

Department of Health & Human Services
Food and Drug Administration

FDA Division of Freedom of Information,
Office of the Executive Secretariat, OC
5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1035
Rockville, MD 20857

Via Online Portal

Department of Health & Human Services
National Institutes of Health

NIH FOIA Office, Building 31, Room 5B35
31 Center Drive, MSC 2107

Bethesda, MD 20892-2107

Via Online Portal

Department of Health & Human Services
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services
FOIA Officer, Central Building Room
C5-11-06

7500 Security Boulevard

Baltimore, MD 21244
FOIA_Request@cms.hhs.gov

DF-MULTI-25-0119-0168
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Department of Health & Human Services
Administration for Children and Families
Mary E. Switzer Building, Room 4004
330 C Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20201
foia@act.hhs.gov

Department of Health & Human Services
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
FOIA Officer, MS-D54

1600 Clifton Road, N.E.

Atlanta, GA 30333
FOIARequests@cdc.gov

Department of Housing and Urban
Development

451 7th Street S.W.,

Washington, DC 20410
FOIA@hud.gov

Department of the Interior
1849 C St., NW, MS-4106
Washington, DC 20240
Via online portal

Department of Justice

FOIA/PA Mail Referral Unit, Room 115
LOC Building

Washington, DC 20530

MRUFOIA .Requests@usdoj.gov

Department of Justice
Office of Information Policy
6th Floor

441 G St. NW

Washington, DC 20530
VIA Online Portal

Department of Justice

Civil Rights Division
FOIA/PA Branch

4CON, Room 6.153

950 Pennsylvania Ave, N.W.
Washington, DC 20530
CRT.FOIArequests@usdoj.gov

Department of Justice

Civil Division, FOIA and Privacy Office
Room 8314

1100 L Street, NW

Washington, DC 20530

VIA Online Portal

Department of Justice
FOIA/PA Unit

Criminal Division

Room 803, Keeney Building
Washington, DC 20530-0001
crm.foia@usdoj.gov

Department of Justice

Environment and Natural Resources
Division

FOIA Coordinator and Public Liaison
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

FOIARouting.enrd@usdoj.gov

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Attn: Initial Processing Operations Unit
Record/Information Dissemination Section
200 Constitution Drive

Winchester, VA 22602

VIA Online Portal

DF-MULTI-25-0119-0168



Case 1:25-cv-01020-TJK  Document 33-9  Filed 07/17/25 Page 10 of 61

Department of Justice

Executive Office for Immigration Review

FOIA Requester Service Center
5107 Leesburg Pike, Suite 2150
Falls Church, VA 22041

eoir.foiarequests@usdoj.gov

Federal Bureau of Prisons

FOIA/PA Section

Office of General Counsel, Room 924
320 First Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20534
BOP-OGC-EFOIA-S@BOP.GOV

NASA Headquarters
% Mary W. Jackson
300 E. Street SW
Washington DC 20546
VIA Online Portal

National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration

Executive Secretariat

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
West Building, 41-304
Washington, DC 20590

Via online portal

National Labor Relations Board
1015 Half Street SE
Washington, DC 20570

Via online portal

National Park Service
1849 C Street, Room 2270
Washington DC 20240
Via online portal

Office of Management and Budget
725 17th Street NW, Suite 9272
Washington, DC 20503
OMBFOIA@omb.eop.gov

U.S. Digital Service
736 Jackson Place
Washington, D.C. 20503
USDS@omb.eop.gov

Office of Personnel Management
1900 E Street, N.W.
OPIM/FOIA Room 5H35
Washington, D.C. 20415-7900*
foia@opm.gov

U.S. Small Business Administration

Chief, Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts
Office

409 3rd St. SW, 8th floor

Washington, DC 20416

FOIA@sba.gov

Securities and Exchange Commission
100 F Street, NE

Washington, DC 20549

Via online portal

Social Security Administration

Office of Privacy and Disclosure
ATTN: Freedom of Information Officer
WHR G401

6401 Security Boulevard

Baltimore, MD 21235

Via Online Portal

Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
ost.foia@dot.gov

DF-MULTI-25-0119-0168
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Department of the Treasury Department of the Treasury
Director, FOIA & Transparency Internal Revenue Service
1500 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. GLDS Support Services
Washington, DC 20220 Stop 211
foiapl@treasury.gov PO Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006
Via Online Portal

Re: Expedited Freedom of Information Act Request
Dear FOIA Officer:

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA™), 5 U.S.C. §§ 552, and your agency’s
implementing regulations, Democracy Forward Foundation submits this request for records.

Records Requested

Democracy Forward Foundation (“DFF”) requests that your agency produce the following
within twenty (20) business days:

All SF-52 Requests for Personnel Action which were issued, sent, or signed from
January 20, 2025 to January 24, 2025.

DFF expects that this request for readily identifiable form documents issued over the
course of a short period of time can be assigned to the Simple processing track and
produced expeditiously, in addition to receiving expedited processing.

DFF recognizes that the above request seeks personnel records, however most privacy interests
implicated by this narrow subset of records are significantly outweighed by the public interest
in disclosure. First, the requested information would inform the public about who the incoming
administration has put in positions of power to lead vital government agencies in its first days
in office.! Second, there is a substantial public interest in understanding the Trump

! Public reports show there are a torrent of important personnel actions but a lack of clarity for the public, including
regarding the occupants of high level positions. See, e.g., Hamed Aleziz, Trump Administration Fires Immigration
Court Officials as Crackdown Begins, New York Times (January 20, 2025) (“It’s unclear who is in charge at this
point.”), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/20/us/politics/trump-administration-fires-immigration-judges.html;
Trump Fires Coast Guard Commandant over DEI, Security, Fox News Reports, Reuters (January 21, 2025) (“The
White House and Homeland Security Department did not immediately return a request for comment on the report.
...The dismissal of Fagan, 61, was part of a flurry of leadership personnel moves by the new administration just

DF-MULTI-25-0119-0168
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Administration’s actions in seeking to remove civil service protections from career civil
servants, and the responsive records will indicate the extent to which the administration has
initially taken—or not taken—perssonnel actions affecting career civil servants.”> Consequently,
DFF expects that your agency will produce the requested records with few or no exemption
claims, though DFF would not object to the redaction of sensitive personal information like
social security numbers or dates of birth.

Request for Expedited Processing

Expedited processing of this request is required because there is a “compelling need” for the
disclosure of the requested information.” DFF is an organization primarily engaged in
“disseminating information to the public,™ as evidenced by the previous use of public records

hours after President Donald Trump’s inauguration. Overnight, Trump also announced on social media he was
dismissing several individuals appointed to federal panels, including removing former Joint Chiefs Chairman Mark
Milley from the National Infrastructure Advisory Council. Trump promised “many more” firings in the near future.
), https://www.yahoo.com/news/trump-fires-coast-guard-commandant-14462135 [ .html.

2 See, e.g., Maggie Haberman & Jonathan Swan, Trump Will Strip Protections from Career Civil Servants, Miller
Says, New York Times (January 19, 2025),
https:/www.nytimes.com/2025/01/19/us/politics/trump-inauguration-stephen-miller.html; Lisa Rein, Trump
Reinstates Plan to Strip Protections from Federal Workers, Wash. Post (January 20, 2025),

https: hington m/politics/2025/01/20/trump-schedule-f-rein

35 U.S.C. § 552 (6)(E).

45 U.S.C. § 552 (6)(E)(v)(II) (“Compelling need” for the purpose of expedited processing mean “with respect to a
request made by a person primarily engaged in disseminating information, urgency to inform the public concerning
actual or alleged Federal Government activity.”).

DF-MULTI-25-0119-0168
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obtained by DFF in numerous news reports.” Further there is a clear “urgency to inform the
public” of the personnel actions the Administration has taken in its initial days, as discussed
above.® The public urgently needs to understand who the new Administration has moved into
positions of power in vital government roles, particularly as news reports suggest there have
been many personnel movements but that there is a lack of clarity and information about those
actions.” Further, as the new administration has taken dramatic action seeking to remove civil

> See, e.g., Alexander Nazaryan, Why did right-wing troll Charles C. Johnson meet with Commerce Secretary Wilbur
Ross?, Yahoo News (May 14, 2019),
https://news.vahoo.com/why-did-rightwing-troll-charles-c-johnson-want-to-meet-with-commerce-secretary-wilbur-r

085-090000636.html; Derek Kravitz and Jack Gillum, “Happy to Do It”: Emails Show Current FAA Chief
Coordznated With Ex-Lobbytst Colleagues on Polzcy, ProPubhca (Mar 27 2019)

Hamld Aleaziz, Emalls Show Us Border Oﬁ“ ctals Dldn t Receive “Zero Tolerance Guidance Untll After the Pollcy
Was Enacted, Buzzfeed News (Feb. 28, 2019),
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/hamedaleaziz/zero-tolerance-policy-guidance-dhs-family-separation;
Jonathan Cohn and Jeffrey Young, Emails Show Trump Administration Was Told Obamacare Ad Cuts Could Hurt
Enrollment Huffpost (Dec. 17, 2018)

Madlson Pauly, When the Biggest Prlson Company Complazned About a Calzfornza Sanctuary Law, ICE Llstened
Mother Jones (Dec. 7, 2018),
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2018/12/geo-memo-private-prison-california-immigration/; Eliza Rellman,

Just answer the question and kill this story’: In internal emails, Heather Nauert criticized Rex Tillerson's refusal to
deny reports that he callea’ Trump a ‘moron,’ Business Insider (Nov. 2, 2018),
- ; Rebecca Klein, Lawsuit
Accuses Betsy De Vos And Her Deputies Of Belng Motlvated By Sexlsm HuffPost (Oct 31,2018),
m.huff] ; Nick Penzenstadler, 4 year after Vegas shooting,
AT a emalls reveal blame alarm over bump stocks USA Today (Oct 1, 2018)

mp- stocks/ 1432 1 37002/ Jessrca Kwong, Ivanka Trump was more than compltctt in Obama equal pay rollback—she

had a hand in it, watchdog alleges, Newsweek (Aug. 29, 2018),
https://www.newsweek.com/ivanka-trump-equal-pay-complicit-obama-1093833; Vera Bergengruen, New Emails
Show What Happens When The Pentagon Has To Scramble To Catch Up To Trump, Buzzfeed News (July 25, 2018),
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/verabergengruen/these-emails-show-what-happens-when-the-white-house-ke
eps; Erin Dooley, Exclusive: Former for-profit college executive shaped Education Department policy that could
benef t former employers Documents ABC News (May 15 2017)

981 Heldl Przybyla Notes emalls reveal T rump appozntees war to end HHS teen pregnancy program, NBC News
(Mar. 20, 2018),
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/politics-news/notes-emails-reveal-trump-appointees-war-end-hhs-teen-pregnancy

-n857686; Dominic Holden, Documents Show The Trump Administration Approved Bump Stocks Before It Opposed
Them, Buzzfeed News (Mar. 22,2018),
https: zzf m/article/dominicholden/trump-administration- ks; Bernard Condon, Trump

Adwsor Denzes He Cheered End of Tunnel F unding Deal Associated Press (Feb 13 2018) available at
-he-cheere

g-deal; Celeste Katz Interlor Department tapped wzlaﬁ” re preparea’ness funds for Ryan Zinke heltcopter tour,
Newsweek (Dec. 29, 2017),
https://www.newsweek.com/ryvan-zinke-interior-department-helicopters-wildfires-757857.

®5U.S.C. § 552 (6)(E)(v)(ID).

7 Public reports show there are a torrent of important personnel actions but a lack of clarity for the public, including
regarding the occupants of high level positions. See, e.g., Hamed Aleaziz, Trump Administration Fires Immigration
Court Officials as Crackdown Begins, New York Trmes (January 20, 2025) (“It S unclear who is in charge at thrs
point.”), https:

DF-MULTI-25-0119-0168
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service protections from career civil servants, the public has an urgent need to understand
whether and to what extent the administration has begun to take personnel actions to remove,
demote, or reassign career civil servants.® The extensive news reports concerning these matters
cited in this request, which note the uncertainties concerning the administration’s courses of
action, serve to demonstrate the public’s urgent need for the requested information.

R for F iver

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii) and 39 C.F.R. § 265.9, DFF requests a waiver of all
fees associated with processing records for this request. FOIA requires documents to be
furnished to requesters at no fee or reduced fees “if disclosure of the information is in the
public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the

operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial interest of the
requester.” 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A).

In determining whether a fee waiver is appropriate, courts consider whether a requester has a
“demonstrated . . . ability to disseminate the requested information,” Cause of Action v. FT.C.,
799 F.3d 1108, 1116-17 (D.C. Cir. 2015), and whether the requester regularly disseminates
records obtained through FOIA to “a reasonably broad audience of persons interested in the
subject” of its work. Carney v. U.S. Dep t of Justice, 19 F.3d 807, 814-15 (2d Cir. 1994). FOIA
does not require a requester to describe exactly how it intends to disseminate the information
requested, as that would require “pointless specificity”; all that is necessary is for a requester to
adequately demonstrate its “ability to publicize disclosed information.” Judicial Watch, Inc. v.
Rossotti, 326 F.3d 1309, 1314 (D.C. Cir. 2003). In evaluating a fee waiver request, courts
consider how a requester actually communicates information collected through FOIA to the
public, including press releases or a website where documents received are made available, see
id., or whether the requester has a history of “contacts with any major news[] companies” that
suggest an ability to disseminate materials of interest through the press. Larson v. C.I1.A., 843
F.2d 1481, 1483 (D.C. Cir. 1988) (upholding a denial of a fee waiver to a requester who had
failed to identify his relationships with newspaper companies that could disseminate
documents).

Trump Fires Coast Guard Commandant over DEI, Security, Fox News Reports, Reuters (January 21, 2025) (“The
White House and Homeland Security Department did not immediately return a request for comment on the report.
...The dismissal of Fagan, 61, was part of a flurry of leadership personnel moves by the new administration just
hours after President Donald Trump’s inauguration. Overnight, Trump also announced on social media he was
dismissing several individuals appointed to federal panels, including removing former Joint Chiefs Chairman Mark
Milley from the National Infrastructure Advisory Council. Trump promised “many more” firings in the near future.
), https://www.yahoo.com/news/trump-fires-coast-guard-commandant-14462135 [ .html.

§ See, e.g., Maggie Haberman & Jonathan Swan, Trump Will Strip Protections from Career Civil Servants, Miller
Says, New York Times (January 19, 2025),
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/19/us/politics/trump-inauguration-stephen-miller.html; Lisa Rein, Trump
Reinstates Plan to Strip Protections from Federal Workers, Wash. Post (January 20, 2025),

https: hington m/politics/2025/01/20/trump-schedule-f-rein.
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The requested waiver is in the public interest because providing the copy of the information
sought primarily benefits the general public. DFF has a demonstrated ability to disseminate
information of public interest requested through freedom of information statutes, and as
discussed in detail above, the requested information is likely to significantly benefit public
understanding of important government actions—including the implementation of the
administration’s plans with respect to the civil service and the appointment and removal of key
individuals. Indeed, records received by DFF have previously formed the basis of news reports.’

? See, e.g., Alexander Nazaryan, Why did right-wing troll Charles C. Johnson meet with Commerce Secretary Wilbur
Ross? Yahoo News (May 14, 2019)
h h

h
0Ss- 090000636 html; Derek Kravitz and Jack Gillum, “Happy to Do It”: Ematls Show Current FAA Chtef
Coordinated With Ex-Lobbyist Colleagues on Policy, ProPublica (Mar. 27, 2019),
https://www.propublica.org/article/dan-elwell-current-faa-chief-coordinated-with-ex-lobbyist-colleagues-on-policv;

Hamid Aleaziz, Emails Show US Border Officials Didn't Receive “Zero Tolerance” Guidance Until After the Policy
Was Enacted Buzzfeed News (Feb 28 2019)

Jonathan Cohn and Jeffrey Young, Ematls Show Trump Admtntstratton Was Told Obamacare Ad Cuts Could Hurt
Enrollment, Huffpost (Dec. 17, 2018),
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/trump-verma-obamacare-advertising-cut_us_5¢115061e4b084b082{f8dba;

Madison Pauly, When the Biggest Prison Company Complained About a California Sanctuary Law, ICE Listened,
Mother Jones (Dec. 7 2018),

Just answer the question and kill this story’: In internal emails, Heather Nauert criticized Rex Tillerson’s refusal to
deny reports that he called Trump a ‘moron,’ Business Insider (Nov. 2, 2018),
https://www.businessinsider.com/heather-nauert-rex-tillerson-trump-moron-2018-11; Rebecca Klein, Lawsuit
Accuses Betsy DeVos And Her Deputies Of Being Motivated By Sexism, HuffPost (Oct. 31, 2018),
https://m.huffpost.com/us/entry/us_5bd9fféeedb0labebalad4a9; Nick Penzenstadler, 4 year afier Vegas shooting,
ATF emails reveal blame, alarm over bump stocks, USA Today (Oct. 1, 2018),
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2018/10/01/year-after-vegas-shooting-atf-emails-reveal-blame-alarm-over-bu

mp-stocks/1432137002/; Jessica Kwong, Ivanka Trump was more than complicit in Obama equal pay rollback-she
had a hand in it, watchdog alleges, Newsweek (Aug. 29, 2018),

https:/www.newsweek.com/ivanka-trump-equal-pay-complicit-obama-1093833; Vera Bergengruen, New Emails
Show What Happens When The Pentagon Has To Scramble To Catch Up To Trump, Buzzfeed News (July 25, 2018)

eps; Erin Dooley, Exclustve Former for- prof 1 college executive shaped Educatton Department policy that could
benefit former employers: Documents, ABC News (May 15, 2017),
https://abenews.go.com/US/exclusive-profit-college-executive-shaped-education-department-policy/story?id=55108

981; Heidi Przybyla, Notes, emails reveal Trump appointees’ war to end HHS teen pregnancy program, NBC News
(Mar 20, 2018)

0 d L
-n857686; Domlmc Holden Documents Show T he T rump Admtntstratton Approved Bump Stocks Before It Opposed
Them, Buzzfeed News (Mar. 22, 2018),

https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/dominicholden/trump-administration-bump-stocks; Bernard Condon, Trump
Advisor Denies He Cheered End of Tunnel Funding Deal, Associated Press (Feb. 13, 2018), available at

https://www.usnews.com/news/business/articles/2018-02-13/trump-adviser-denies-he-cheered-end-of-tunnel-fundin

g-deal; Celeste Katz, Interior Department tapped wildfire preparedness funds for Ryan Zinke helicopter tour,
Newsweek (Dec. 29, 2017)
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DFF is a non-profit, public service organization and is not filing this request to further any
commercial interest. Any information obtained by Democracy Forward as a result of this request
will be disclosed at no cost.

If the request for a waiver is denied, we are willing to pay all reasonable fees incurred for
searching and duplicating records in responding to this request, up to $50. If the costs of
responding to this request should exceed that amount, please contact us before incurring costs
exceeding that amount.

Conclusion

If you need clarification as to the scope of the request, have any questions, or foresee any
obstacles to releasing fully the requested records within 20 business days, please contact me as
soon as possible at foia@democracyforward.org.

We appreciate your assistance and look forward to your prompt response.
Sincerely,

(s/ Skye Perryman

Skye Perryman

President & Chief Executive Officer
Democracy Forward Foundation
P.O. Box 34553

Washington, D.C. 20043
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February 11, 2025
VIA Electronic Delivery

Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave SW,
Washington, DC 20250
USDAFOIA@usda.gov

Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave NW
Washington, DC 20230
eFOIA@doc.gov

Department of Homeland Security
Headquarters

Office of the Executive Secretary
2707 Martin Luther King Jr Ave SE
Washington, DC 20528-0525

VIA Online Portal

Department of Homeland Security
Immigration & Customs Enforcement
500 12th Street SW, Stop 5009
Washington, DC 20536-5009

VIA Online Portal

Department of Homeland Security
Customs & Border Protection
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW,
Washington, DC 20004

VIA Online Portal

Department of Homeland Security

U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services,
National Records Center, FOIA/PA Office
P.O. Box 648010

Lee's Summit, MO 64064-8010

Via Online Portal

Council on Environmental Quality
FOIA Request Service Center

730 Jackson Place, NW
Washington, DC 20503
efoia(@ceq.eop.gov

Central Intelligence Agency
Information and Privacy Coordinator
Washington, DC 20505

Via Online Portal

Consumer Financial Protection Bureau
Attn: Chief FOIA Officer

1700 G St. NW

Washington, DC 20552

VIA Online Portal

Department of Defense

Office of the Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon,
Washington, DC 20301-1000
VIA Online Portal

Department of Defense
Secretary of the Army

101 Army Pentagon,
Washington, DC 20310-0101
VIA Online Portal

Department of Defense

Department of the Navy - Office of the
Chief of Naval Operations

2000 Navy Pentagon

Washington DC 20350-2000

VIA Online Portal
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Department of Defense

Headquarters Air Force/AAII (FOIA)
1000 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1000

VIA Online Portal

United States Coast Guard
ATTN: FOIA Coordinator

Commandant (CG-611), 2703 Martin Luther

King Jr Ave, SE, Stop 7710
Washington, DC 20593-7710
efoia@uscg.mil

Department of Education

Office of the Secretary

400 Maryland Ave., SW, LBJ 7W104
Washington, DC 20202-4500

Attn: FOIA Service Center
EDFOIAManager@ed.gov

Department of Energy

1000 Independence Ave., S.W.
Washington, DC 20585
FOIA-Central@hg.doe.gov

Environmental Protection Agency
National FOIA Office

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW (2310A)
Washington, DC 20460

VIA Online Portal

U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission

131 M Street, N.E., Suite SNWO02E
Washington, DC 20507

Via online portal

National Freedom of Information Act
Office, AFN-400

Federal Aviation Administration

800 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20591

Via online portal

Federal Trade Commission Headquarters
600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington DC 20580

FOIA@ftc.gov

General Services Administration

FOIA Contact, FOIA Requester Service
Center (LG)

1800 F. Street, NW

Washington, DC 20405
gsa.foia@gsa.gov

Department of Health & Human Services
Hubert H. Humphrey Building

200 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20201

VIA Online Portal

Department of Health & Human Services
Food and Drug Administration

FDA Division of Freedom of Information,
Office of the Executive Secretariat, OC
5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1035
Rockville, MD 20857

Via Online Portal

Department of Health & Human Services
National Institutes of Health

NIH FOIA Office, Building 31, Room 5B35
31 Center Drive, MSC 2107
Bethesda, MD 20892-2107
Via Online Portal
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Department of Health & Human Services
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services
FOIA Officer, Central Building Room
C5-11-06

7500 Security Boulevard

Baltimore, MD 21244
FOIA_Request@cms.hhs.gov

Department of Health & Human Services
Administration for Children and Families
Mary E. Switzer Building, Room 4004
330 C Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20201
foia@act.hhs.gov

Department of Health & Human Services
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
FOIA Officer, MS-D54

1600 Clifton Road, N.E.

Atlanta, GA 30333
FOIARequests@cdc.gov

Department of Housing and Urban
Development

451 7th Street S.W.,

Washington, DC 20410

EOIA@hud.gov

Department of the Interior
1849 C St., NW, MS-4106
Washington, DC 20240
Via online portal

Department of Justice

FOIA/PA Mail Referral Unit, Room 115
LOC Building

Washington, DC 20530
MRUFOIA.Requests@usdoj.gov

Department of Justice
Office of Information Policy
6th Floor

441 G St. NW

Washington, DC 20530
VIA Online Portal

Department of Justice

Civil Rights Division
FOIA/PA Branch

4CON, Room 6.153

950 Pennsylvania Ave, N.W.
Washington, DC 20530
CRT.FOIArequests@usdoj.gov

Department of Justice

Civil Division, FOIA and Privacy Office
Room 8314

1100 L Street, NW

Washington, DC 20530

VIA Online Portal

Department of Justice
FOIA/PA Unit

Criminal Division

Room 803, Keeney Building
Washington, DC 20530-0001

crm.foia@usdoj.gov

Department of Justice

Environment and Natural Resources
Division

FOIA Coordinator and Public Liaison
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
FOIARouting.enrd@usdoj.gov
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Federal Bureau of Investigation

Attn: Initial Processing Operations Unit
Record/Information Dissemination Section
200 Constitution Drive

Winchester, VA 22602

VIA Online Portal

Department of Justice

Executive Office for Immigration Review
FOIA Requester Service Center

5107 Leesburg Pike, Suite 2150

Falls Church, VA 22041
coir.foiarequests@usdoj.gov

Federal Bureau of Prisons

FOIA/PA Section

Office of General Counsel, Room 924
320 First Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20534
BOP-OGC-EFOIA-S@BOP.GOV

NASA Headquarters
% Mary W. Jackson
300 E. Street SW
Washington DC 20546
VIA Online Portal

National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration

Executive Secretariat

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
West Building, 41-304
Washington, DC 20590

Via online portal

National Labor Relations Board
1015 Half Street SE
Washington, DC 20570

Via Online Portal

National Park Service
1849 C Street, Room 2270
Washington DC 20240

Via online portal

Office of Management and Budget
725 17th Street NW, Suite 9272
Washington, DC 20503
OMBFOIA@omb.eop.gov

U.S. Digital Service
736 Jackson Place
Washington, D.C. 20503
USDS@omb.eop.gov

Office of Personnel Management
1900 E Street, N.W.
OPIM/FOIA Room 5H35
Washington, D.C. 20415-7900*
foia@opm.gov

U.S. Small Business Administration

Chief, Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts
Office

409 3rd St. SW, 8th floor

Washington, DC 20416

FOIA@sba.gov

Securities and Exchange Commission
100 F Street, NE

Washington, DC 20549

Via online portal

Social Security Administration

Office of Privacy and Disclosure
ATTN: Freedom of Information Officer
WHR G401

6401 Security Boulevard

Baltimore, MD 21235
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Via Online Portal

Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
ost.foia@dot.gov

Department of the Treasury
Director, FOIA & Transparency
1500 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20220
foiapl@treasury.gov

Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service
GLDS Support



























































































































