


5. A copy of the following documents, as of the date this request is received, if   
different from the copies provided in Request #4:  

  a. Policy Directive 17.11, Special Deputation Program, or other USMS policy     
directives implementing the SDP;  

      b. USMS’s Enforcement Operations Standard Operating Procedures; 
      c. Form USM-3C, Application for Group Special Deputation, or any other form    

                    required for group special deputation;  
     d. Form USM-4, Oath of Office – Special Deputation, or any other form outlining     
     the oath of office; e. Employee Authorization Letter; and  
   f. Formal training documents for SDP.  
 
6. A copy of each of the records requested in Requests #4 and #5, as of the date this 
request is processed, if different from the copies provided in Requests #4 or #5:  
 
7. From January 20, 2025, to the date this request is processed, records relating to 
requests, approvals, or denials for special deputation of an individual under 28 
C.F.R. 0.112(d). This request includes any documents relating to the terms and 
conditions for any approvals for special deputation. 

 
 

Pursuant to your request, the USMS conducted a search for records responsive to your 
request and located 16 pages of responsive documentation within the following offices/divisions: 

 
Judicial Security Division (JSD) 
Operations Support Division - Special Deputation (OSD-SD) 

 
To withhold a responsive record in whole or part, an agency must show both that the record 

falls within a FOIA exemption, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b), and that the agency “reasonably foresees that 
disclosure would harm an interest protected by exemption.” See § 552(a)(8)(A)(i)(I); Machado 
Amadis v. U.S. Dep't of State, 971 F.3d 364 (D.C. Cir. 2020). As described in this correspondence, 
the USMS reviewed responsive records to your request and asserted FOIA exemptions as 
appropriate. Further, the USMS has determined it is reasonably foreseeable that disclosure of the 
withheld information would harm an agency interest protected by the exemption. These pages are 
released to you with portions of 12 page(s) withheld in part pursuant to the following Exemptions 
of the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b): 

 
(b)(7)(E), FOIA Exemption (b)(7)(E) exempts from release information that would 
disclose law enforcement techniques or procedures, the disclosure of which could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law. Public disclosure of law 
enforcement techniques and procedures could allow people seeking to violate the 
law to take preemptive steps to counter actions taken by USMS during investigatory 
operations. Information pertaining to case selection, case development, and 
investigatory methods are law enforcement techniques and procedures that are not 
commonly known. The disclosure of this information serves no public benefit and 
would have an adverse impact on agency operations. Furthermore, public 
disclosure of information such as internal URLs, codes, and internal identifying 
numbers could assist unauthorized parties in deciphering the meaning of the codes 
and numbers, aid in gaining improper access to law enforcement databases, and 
assist in the unauthorized party’s navigation of these databases. This disclosure of 
techniques for navigating the databases could permit people seeking to violate the 
law to gain sensitive knowledge and take preemptive steps to counter actions taken 
by USMS during investigatory operations. The disclosure of this information serves 



no public benefit and would not assist the public in understanding how the agency 
is carrying out its statutory responsibilities. 

 
For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and 

national security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S.C. 552(c) (2006 & Supp. 
IV (2010)). This response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the 
FOIA. This is a standard notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as 
an indication that excluded records do, or do not, exist. 

 
Please be advised that because this is an interim response to your request, any appeal 

rights that may apply will be provided to you in our final response. Further releases of responsive 
records will be made to you by the USMS FOIA Office as soon as practicable. 

 
 

Sincerely, 
 

/s/ TW for 
 

Charlotte Luckstone 
Assistant Deputy General Counsel FOIA/PA Officer 
Office of General Counsel 
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