Wisconsin

The 22nd Amendment to the Constitution, which limits a person to being elected

to the presidency two times, and sets additional eligibility conditions for presidents
who succeed to the presidency, was voted out of Congress by a supermajority vote in
both chambers. Between 1947 and 1951, the 22nd Amendment was ratified by 41 state
legislatures and officially came into effect after 36 states ratified the amendment in
February 1951. Donald Trump’s repeated public threats to seek a third term, if allowed
to succeed, would plainly violate the 22nd Amendment. As a result of President
Trump’s authoritarian posturing, the history of the 22nd Amendment’s passage,

led by Republicans in many states, and the intent of those who ratified it, is newly
relevant. This factsheet is part of a series covering each state’s ratification of the 22nd
Amendment.

Wisconsin’s consideration of the 22nd Amendment:

® On April 16,1947, Wisconsin voted to
ratify the 22nd Amendment, becoming R L
the 14th state to do so. ;

Assembly
Two-Term Limit

® Wisconsin ratified the 22nd
Amendment through the legislature’s
adoption of a Joint Resolution
introduced by Republican

Assemblyman Elmer Rundell.
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® The WI assembly adopted the

amendment the same day it was
presented, on April 3, 1947, but

not without procedural hurdles.
Democratic Assemblyman and Floor
Leader Leland McParland moved to
reject the resolution, but the measure
was defeated 12 to 74.

Ultimately, the Joint Resolution to
ratify the 22nd Amendment was
approved in the lower chamber by
a vote of 73 to 13. Thirteen other
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in office.

A joint resolution introduced in the assembly by E. Lloyd Run- |

de.l (R—Roberts), chairman of the committee on enrolled bills, was |

adopted by the lower house by a
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i New Hampshire became the |

i fifth state to ratify as its legisla- |

; |ture voted approval late Tuesday. |

H Three-fourths of the 48 states|
must ratify before it becomes a!
part of the Constitution. |

representatives were absent or did not vote.

The Senate concurred in the resolution on April 16, 1947, with a bipartisan vote of
27 to 5. Democratic Senator Clement Zablocki joined his Republican colleagues
in supporting the measure. One senator was absent and did not vote.


https://constitution.congress.gov/browse/essay/intro-6-5/ALDE_00000152/
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/umn.31951d02298567n?urlappend=%3Bseq=1303%3Bownerid=13510798903904219-1309
https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Image/IM52423
https://www.citizensforethics.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/WI-Assembly-House-Journal-1947.pdf
https://www.citizensforethics.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/WI-Senate-Journal-1947-pgs-865-866.pdf
https://emke.uwm.edu/entry/clement-zablocki/

States’ ratification of the 22nd Amendment

® Republican Senator Ernest Heden, who supported the amendment, said a
president might conceivably “build himself up” through broad powers and
“create emergencies himself” that would force the people to continue him
in office. “There are men in this world who would capitalize on economic
conditions and other catastrophes in order to exalt their own power.”

Cases involving the 22nd Amendment in Wisconsin:

® There are no relevant cases in Wisconsin courts that analyze the provisions of
the 22nd Amendment.
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https://www.citizensforethics.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/22nd-Amendment-ratification-articles.pdf
https://www.citizensforethics.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/22nd-Amendment-ratification-articles.pdf

