
 

 
 

September 11, 2025 
EMAIL: eom.foia@dc.gov  
 
John A. Wilson Building  
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20004  
 

Re:  Freedom of Information Act Request 
 

Dear FOIA Officer: 
 
Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington (“CREW”) submits this request 

for records pursuant to The District of Columbia Freedom of Information Act (“DC FOIA”), DC 
Code §§ 2-531-539.  
 

Specifically, CREW requests:  

1.​ From August 1, 2025 to the date this request is processed, all communications 
between US Attorney General Pam Bondi, her staff, and Department of Justice 
(DOJ) employees, and Washington, DC Mayor Muriel Bowser and her staff 
concerning the use of federal law enforcement personnel in Washington, DC 
or the federal takeover of the Metropolitan Police department; 

2.​ From August 1, 2025 to the date this request is processed, all communications 
between Chief of Staff Susie Wiles and her staff, and Mayor Bowser and her 
staff concerning the use of federal law enforcement personnel in Washington, 
DC or the federal takeover of the Metropolitan Police department; 

3.​ From August 1, 2025 to the date this request is processed, all communications 
between Mayor Bowser and her staff, and DC Police Chief Pamela Smith and 
her staff concerning the use of federal law enforcement personnel in 
Washington, DC or the federal takeover of the Metropolitan Police 
department;  

4.​ From August 1, 2025 to the date this request is processed, all guidance, 
memoranda, final directives, policies, and other documents shared with 
Mayor Bowser’s office from US Attorney General Pam Bondi, her staff, and 
Department of Justice (DOJ) employees concerning the use of federal law 
enforcement personnel in Washington, DC or the federal takeover of the 
Metropolitan Police department; 

5.​ From August 1, 2025 to the date this request is processed, all guidance, 
memoranda, final directives, policies, and other documents shared with 
Mayor Bowser’s office from Chief of Staff Susie Wiles and her staff concerning 
the use of federal law enforcement personnel in Washington, DC or the 
federal takeover of the Metropolitan Police department; 
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6.​ From August 1, 2025 to the date this request is processed, all guidance, 
memoranda, final directives, policies, and other documents shared with 
Mayor Bowser’s office from Secretary Kristi Noem, her staff, and Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS) employees concerning the use of federal law 
enforcement personnel in Washington, DC or the federal takeover of the 
Metropolitan Police department, 

7.​ Mayor Bowser’s calendar, from August 1, 2025 to the date this request is 
processed, including any and all meetings she was invited to or attended, and 
a list of attendees for all meetings 

The above request excludes agency records consisting solely of news articles, press 
clippings, and other publicly-available material, so long as the records include no 
accompanying discussion by agency officials. 

 
Please search for responsive records regardless of format, medium, or physical 

characteristics. We seek records of any kind, including paper records, electronic records, 
audiotapes, videotapes, photographs, data, and graphical material. Our request includes 
without limitation all correspondence, letters, emails, text messages, facsimiles, telephone 
messages, voice mail messages, and transcripts, notes, or minutes of any meetings, 
telephone conversations, or discussions. Our request also includes any attachments to 
emails and other records, and anyone who was cc’ed or bcc’ed on any emails. 

 
Please be advised that CREW intends to pursue all legal remedies to enforce its rights 

under DC FOIA. Accordingly, because litigation is reasonably foreseeable, the agency should 
institute an agencywide preservation hold on all documents potentially responsive to this 
request. 

 
Fee Waiver Request 

 
In accordance with D.C. Code § 2-532(b), , CREW requests a waiver of fees associated 

with processing this request for records. The subject of this request concerns the operations 
of the federal government, and a fee waiver is in “the public interest because furnishing the 
information can be considered as primarily benefiting the general public.” Id. Moreover, the 
request primarily and fundamentally is for non-commercial purposes. And because DC 
FOIA is interpreted with a “view toward expansion of public access and the minimization of 
costs and time delays to persons requesting information,” the terms favoring disclosure are 
“generously construed.” DuBose v. D.C., 301 A.3d 726, 730 (D.C. 2023) (citing Fraternal Ord. of 
Police, Metro. Lab. Comm. v. D.C., 82 A.3d 803, 813 (D.C. 2014)). 

 
On August 11, 2025, President Trump signed an executive order declaring DC as 

“among the most violent jurisdictions in the United States.” President Trump criticized the 
city government’s maintenance of public order and declared a presidential emergency 
during which the federal government would take control of the Metropolitan Police 
Department (MPD). In the order, Trump delegated the authority of the President conferred 
by section 740(a) of the Home Rule Act to Attorney General Pam Bondi.1 On the same day, 

1 Executive Order, DECLARING A CRIME EMERGENCY IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA (August 11, 
2025) 
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Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth announced the deployment of the National Guard in 
Washington DC to aid with Trump’s efforts.2 On August 14, 2025, Attorney General Bondi 
announced that the Drug Enforcement Administration Head Terry Cole would assume the 
role of emergency police commissioner, which DC Attorney General Brian Schwalb called 
“the gravest threat to Home Rule DC has ever faced.”34 Washington officials sued the Trump 
administration on August 15 and the Trump administration rescinded the order replacing 
the DC police chief after an emergency court hearing.5 

 
In the weeks following Trump’s initial executive order, there has been an increased 

presence of federal law enforcement and the National Guard in DC along with increased 
collaboration between MPD and federal law enforcement.6 Various DC residents have 
highlighted how the increased presence of law enforcement does not make them feel safer 
and the federal takeover has for many emphasized the need for a free DC.78 On September 2, 
2025, Mayor Bowser issued a Mayor’s Order in which she provided updates on planning after 
the presidential emergency ends. The planning includes “the coordination of continued 
enhanced federal law enforcement efforts.”9 DC sued the Trump administration on 
September 4, 2025, for the presidential deployment of the National Guard.10 

 
The requested records are necessary to provide the public with greater transparency 

about how the federal takeover of Washington DC took place. These records can provide 
insight into the DC government’s policies concerning public safety and law enforcement and 
the extent to which it is coordinating with the Trump administration. These questions serve 
the public interest of DC’s residents and are newsworthy to American citizens across the 
country, especially because Trump has expressed his intention to target other cities with a 

10 Campbell Robertson, D.C. Sues Trump Administration Over Deployment of National Guard, New York 
Times (Sept. 4, 2025) https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/04/us/dc-trump-national-guard-suit.html  

9 Mayor Bowser Provides Update on the Federal Surge (Sept. 2, 2025) 
https://mayor.dc.gov/release/mayor-bowser-provides-update-federal-surge  

8 Aimee Cho and Gina Cook, ‘This is not about crime': DC reacts to Trump's takeover of police, NBC 
Washington (Aug. 11, 2025) 
https://www.nbcwashington.com/news/local/this-is-not-about-crime-dc-reacts-to-trumps-takeover
-of-police/3973469/  

7 Nicole Markus, Supermajority of Washington residents oppose Trump’s police takeover, poll finds, 
Politico (Aug. 20, 2025) https://www.politico.com/news/2025/08/20/dc-trump-police-poll-00515947  

6 Gregory Svirnovskiy and Cheyanne M. Daniels, DC police to increase cooperation with immigration 
enforcement amid Trump crackdown, Politico (Aug. 14, 2025) 
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/08/14/dc-immigration-sanctuary-city-00509731  

5 Madeline Halpert, DC police chief retains command after deal with Trump administration, BBC (Aug. 
15, 2025) https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c2018769n1yo  

4 X (Aug. 15, 2025)  https://x.com/DCAttorneyGen/status/1956339472901034287   

3 Nicole Markus and Kyle Cheney, DC sues over Trump administration’s attempted takeover of city 
police, Politico (Aug. 15, 2025) 
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/08/15/dc-police-trump-lawsuit-00511086  

2 C. Todd Lopez, National Guard Task Force Mobilizes to Restore Safety in Nation's Capital, DoD News 
(August 11, 2025) 
https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/4271502/national-guard-task-force-mob
ilizes-to-restore-safety-in-nations-capital/  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/08/declaring-a-crime-emergency-in-the-dis
trict-of-columbia/  
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similar approach. These records can also help the public understand how and if the Trump 
administration can continue its dangerous and unprecedented takeover of DC.  

 
CREW is a non-profit corporation, organized under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 

Revenue Code. CREW is committed to protecting the public’s right to be aware of the 
activities of government officials, to ensuring the integrity of those officials, and to 
highlighting and working to reduce the influence of money on politics. CREW uses a 
combination of research, litigation, and advocacy to advance its mission. CREW intends to 
analyze the information responsive to this request and to share its analysis with the public 
through reports, press releases, or other means. In addition, CREW will disseminate any 
documents it acquires from this request to the public through its website, 
www.citizensforethics.org. The release of information obtained through this request is not 
in CREW’s financial interest. 

 
CREW further requests that it not be charged search or review fees for this request 

pursuant to D.C. Code § 2-532(b) because these records are “not sought for commercial use” 
and because CREW is “a representative of the news media.” D.C. Code § 2-532(b-1)(2).   

 
CREW routinely disseminates information obtained through DC FOIA to the public in 

several ways. For example, CREW’s website receives over 150,000 page views every month. 
The website includes blog posts that report on and analyze newsworthy developments 
regarding government ethics, corruption, and money in politics, as well as numerous 
reports CREW has published to educate the public about these issues. These reports 
frequently rely on government records obtained through DC FOIA. CREW also posts the 
documents it obtains through DC FOIA on its website.   

 
Under these circumstances, CREW satisfies fully the criteria for a fee waiver.  

 
Conclusion 

 
If you have any questions about this request or foresee any problems in fully 

releasing the requested records, please email me at dudupa@citizensforethics.org and 
foia@citizensforethics.org or call me at (202) 408-5565. Also, if CREW’s request for a fee 
waiver is denied, please contact our office immediately upon making such a determination.   

 
Where possible, please produce records in electronic format. Please send the 

requested records to dudupa@citizensforethics.org and foia@citizensforethics.org or by 
mail to Deeksha Udupa, Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington, P.O. Box 14596, 
Washington, D.C. 20044. 
 

Sincerely,  
 

 
Deeksha Udupa 
Fact Checker 
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