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ATTN: Freedom of Information Act Request
Federal Communications Commission

45 L Street NE

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request

Dear FOIA Officer:

Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington (“CREW”) submits this request
for records pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5U.S.C. § 552, and Federal
Communications Commission (“FCC”) regulations.

Specifically, CREW requests:

1. From September 10, 2025 to September 30, 2025, all communications with Sinclair
Broadcast Group, Inc. (“Sinclair”), Nexstar Broadcasting Group, Inc. (“Nexstar”), Tegna
Inc. (“Tegna”), licensees associated with them, or any other television broadcast
licensee regarding Jimmy Kimmel or the television show Jimmy Kimmel Live! This
request includes communications with representatives and lobbyists of the entities
and licensees described herein.

2. From September 10, 2025 to September 30, 2025, all communications with Sinclair,
Nexstar, Tegna, or any other television broadcast licensee regarding coverage or
potential coverage of or commentary on the murder of Charlie Kirk. This request
includes communications with representatives and lobbyists of the entities and
licensees described herein.

3. From September 10, 2025 to September 30, 2025, all communications with television
broadcasts licensees regarding an actual or potential review, revocation, or adverse
action with respect to their licenses.

4. Records from the offices of the FCC Chairman Brendan Carr, Commissioner Anna M.
Gomez, or Commissioner Olivia Trusty regarding whether or how the FCC evaluates
or regulates the content of broadcasts by television broadcast licensees, including
actual or potential changes to FCC policies.

5. From September 10, 2025 to September 30, 2025, all communications with the White
House regarding Charlie Kirk.
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Please search for responsive records regardless of format, medium, or physical
characteristics. We seek records of any kind, including paper records, electronic records,
audiotapes, videotapes, photographs, data, and graphical material. Our request includes
without limitation all correspondence, letters, emails, text messages, social media posts and
messages, messages on messaging applications, facsimiles, telephone messages, voice mail
messages, and transcripts, notes, or minutes of any meetings, telephone conversations, or
discussions. Our request also includes any attachments to emails and other records, and
anyone who was cc'ed or bec’ed on any emails.

If it is your position any portion of the requested records is exempt from disclosure,
CREW requests that you provide it with an index of those documents as required under
Vaughn v. Rosen, 484 F.2d 820 (D.C. Cir. 1973). If some portions of the requested records are
properly exempt from disclosure, please disclose any reasonably segregable non-exempt
portions of the requested records. See 5 U.S.C. § 552(b). If it is your position that a document
contains non-exempt segments, but that those non-exempt segments are so dispersed
throughout the document as to make segregation impossible, please state what portion of
the document is non-exempt, and how the material is dispersed throughout the document.
See Mead Data Central v. U.S. Dep't of the Air Force, 566 F.2d 242, 261 (D.C. Cir. 1977).

Please be advised that CREW intends to pursue all legal remedies to enforce its rights
under FOIA. Accordingly, because litigation is reasonably foreseeable, the agency should
institute an agencywide preservation hold on all documents potentially responsive to this
request.

Fee Waiver Request

In accordance with 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A) and agency regulations, CREW requests a
waiver of fees associated with processing this request for records. The subject of this request
concerns the operations of the federal government, and the disclosures likely will contribute
to a better understanding of relevant government procedures by CREW and the general
public in a significant way. See id. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). Moreover, the request primarily and
fundamentally is for non-commercial purposes. See, e.g., McClellan Ecological v. Carlucci, 835
F.2d 1282, 1285 (9th Cir. 1987).

On September 15,2025, FCC Chairman Brandon Carr publicly stated that the FCC
might take action against the television network ABC in response to comments regarding
Charlie Kirk made by Jimmy Kimmel during a monologue on his late-night talk show Jimmy
Kimmel Live!" Almost immediately after Chairman Carr’s threat, Nexstar, which owns 32
ABC affiliate stations, announced it would “pre-empt” Kimmel's show for the foreseeable
future.? Sinclair, which owns 31 affiliate stations, did the same later that day.? Hours after
Chairman Carr'’s threat, ABC announced it was immediately and “indefinitely” pulling Jimmy

'Id.

2Keith Collins and Raj Saha, What a Local TV Merger Has to Do With Jimmy Kimmel's Suspension,
New York Times (Sept. 19, 2025),
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/09/19/business/media/abc-nexstar-kimmel html
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Kimmel Live! off the air.* The show remained off the air for eleven days until Nexstar and
Sinclair announced its return to the ABC affiliates.

Both Nexstar and Sinclair have business before the FCC. In August 2025, Nexstar
announced its intent to acquire Tegna, a competitor company that owns 13 ABC affiliate
stations.® This acquisition requires FCC approval and would require the FCC to raise the
nationwide cap on the percentage of households a single entity’s television stations are
allowed to reach, a limitation that broadcasters have for decades pushed the government to
modify or repeal.” Around the same time, Sinclair announced its intent to acquire Tegna if
Nexstar’s acquisition is unsuccessful ®

The documents sought by this request will contribute to CREW'’s and the public’s
understanding of the FCC's operations in a significant way. Chairman Carr’s threat to take
action against a public broadcaster simply because he does not approve of the content that it
broadcasts marks an unprecedented shift in the operations of the FCC and implicates both
the FCC's adherence to the First Amendment and its legal obligations and the effect that its
operations have on the public, which risks being deprived of information and viewpoints
simply because the government does not agree with them.

While Chairman Carr’s threat to ABC was troubling in its own right, it was not an
isolated incident. More recently, Chairman Carr has threatened that the television show
“The View” might be declassified as a bona fide news program so that it will have to give
equal air time to conservative political candidates.’ Prior to becoming Chairman,
Commissioner Carr routinely appeared on broadcasts by what are considered to be
conservative news outlets and accused Politico of spreading “Communist propaganda” for
criticizing President Trump.'° His comments before and since becoming Chairman are
inconsistent with his prior claim that he is a “free speech guy” and that “[w]e want more
speech™

Chairman Carr’s statements were also made at the same time that the Trump
Administration has used its authority in an effort to control the conduct of media
companies, sometimes in tandem with lawsuits brought by President Trump to serve his
personal interests. In the summer of 2025, for example, the FCC approved a merger between

4John Koblin, Michael M. Grynbaum and Brooks Barnes, ABC Pulls Jimmy Kimmel Off Air for Charlie
Kirk Comments After EC.C. Pressure, New York Times (Sept. 17,2025)
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/17/business/media/abc-jimmy-kimmel html

> Daniel Arkin, Sinclair and Nexstar are putting Jimmy Kimmel's late-night show back on the air, NBC
News (Sept. 26,2025)
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/media/sinclair-putting-jimmy-kimmels-late-night-show-back-
air-rcna233971

¢ Benjamin Mullin, TV Giant Nexstar Agrees to Acquire a Rival, Tegna, for $6.2 Billion, New York Times
(Aug. 19, 2025) https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/19/business/media/nexstar-tegna-deal.html

7 Keith Collins and Raj Saha, What a Local TV Merger Has to Do With Jimmy Kimmel's Suspension
 Mullin, TV Giant Nexstar Agrees to Acquire a Rival, Tegna, for $6.2 Billion

° Faith Wardwell, FCC chair puts ‘The View’ under the spotlight after Kimmel pressure, Politico (Sept. 18,
2025) https://www.politico.com/news/2025/09/18/fcc-brendan-carr-the-view-00572178

°John Hendel, Trump's unexpected ally in the fight against tech, Politico (June 2,2020)
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/06/02/trump-tech-fight-fcc-295422

I Seeid.
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Paramount and Skydance only after Paramount paid Trump $16 million to settle a separate
lawsuit.” Critics called the settlement a “payoff.™

The requested documents will allow the public to understand the extent to which the
FCCis influencing, and plans to use its control of broadcast licenses to influence, public
discourse in the United States. They will reveal disclose both whether the decision to remove
Jimmy Kimmel Live! from the air was made at the direction of, in consultation with, or in
order to appease Chairman Carr or the FCC, whether Chairman Carr’s public threats against
broadcasters with which he disagrees are indicative of the manner by which the FCC
evaluates broadcast licenses, and the extent to which the White House is influencing the
FCC's orientation to specific broadcasters because it disagrees with the content of their
speech.

CREW is a non-profit corporation, organized under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code. CREW is committed to protecting the public’s right to be aware of the
activities of government officials, to ensuring the integrity of those officials, and to
highlighting and working to reduce the influence of money on politics. CREW uses a
combination of research, litigation, and advocacy to advance its mission. CREW intends to
analyze the information responsive to this request and to share its analysis with the public
through reports, press releases, or other means. In addition, CREW will disseminate any
documents it acquires from this request to the public through its website,
www.citizensforethics.org. The release of information obtained through this request is not
in CREW's financial interest.

CREW further requests that it not be charged search or review fees for this request
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(II) because CREW qualifies as a member of the news
media. See Nat'l Sec. Archive v. U.S. Dep't of Defense, 880 F.2d 1381, 1386 (D.C. Cir. 1989) (holding
non-profit a “representative of the news media” and broadly interpreting the term to include
“any person or organization which regularly publishes or disseminates information to the
public”).

CREW routinely disseminates information obtained through FOIA to the public in
several ways. For example, CREW's website receives over 150,000 page views every month.
The website includes blogposts that report on and analyze newsworthy developments
regarding government ethics, corruption, and money in politics, as well as numerous
reports CREW has published to educate the public about these issues. These reports
frequently rely on government records obtained through FOIA. CREW also posts the
documents it obtains through FOIA on its website.

Under these circumstances, CREW satisfies fully the criteria for a fee waiver.

2 Benjamin Mullin, F.C.C. Approves Skydance’s $8 Billion Merger With Paramount, New York Times
(July 24, 2025)
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/24/business/media/fcc-skydance-merger-paramount.html
BId
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Conclusion

If you have any questions about this request or foresee any problems in fully
releasing the requested records, please email me at rjacobs@citizensforethics.org and
foia@citizensforethics.org or call me at (202) 408-5565. Also, if CREW's request for a fee
waiver is denied, please contact our office immediately upon making such a determination.

Where possible, please produce records in electronic format. Please send the

requested records to rjacobs@citizensforethics.org and foia@citizensforethics.org or by mail
to Rebecca Jacobs, Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington, P.O. Box 14596,

Washington, D.C.20044.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Jacobs
Research Manager
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