States’ ratification of the 22nd Amendment

Idaho

The 22nd Amendment to the Constitution, which limits a person to being elected

to the presidency two times, and sets additional eligibility conditions for presidents
who succeed to the presidency, was voted out of Congress by a supermajority vote in
both chambers. Between 1947 and 1951, the 22nd Amendment was ratified by 41 state
legislatures and officially came into effect after 36 states ratified the amendment in
February 1951. Since the history of the 22nd Amendment’s passage and the intent

of those who ratified it has become relevant again, this factsheet is part of a series

covering each state’s ratification process.

Idaho’s consideration of the 22nd Amendment:

e Idaho’s legislature voted to ratify the 22nd Amendment on January 30, 1951.

® The Joint Resolution passed the Idaho Senate on January 24, 1951 by a vote of 27

to 14 (with 3 excused from voting).

® The same measure was introduced in 1949, but failed passage in the then-

Democrat controlled Senate.

® The Joint Resolution passed the House with
bipartisan support by a vote of 39 to 19 on
January 30, 1951.

® Three House Democrats, Representatives
Herman McDevitt, Joseph Kaschmitter and
House Minority Leader Arthur Murphy, joined
with the Republican majority to support the
ratification measure.

ildallo Approves 2-Term
Limitation for Presidents

!  BOISE, Idaho, Jan. 30 (#) —
Idaho today became the 27th state
to ratify a constitutional amend-
ment which would limit U. S.|
presidents to two terms.

The House vote, 39 to 19, fol-
lowed earlier S enate approval.
Voting in both chambers was on
party lines, with Democrats in
opposition.

Nine more states must approve
the amendment to make it effec-
tive. Three have turned .it down.
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Lower House
Votes 39-19

On Resolution

Gem Siate Becomes
27th to Approve
Constitution Change

By JOHN CORLETT

The Idaho legislature Tuesday
ratified the proposed amendment
to the federal constitution limiting
the President to two terms,

The ratification was accom- |
plished when the house voted 39
to 19 to adopt the resolution of
acceptance previously passed by
the senate. Idaho is the 27th state!
to ratify the proposed amendment.
Montana completed ratification
Friday.

Unlike the senate, the vote in|
the house was not strictly party‘
line. Three Democrats voted with
the 36 Republicans for the pro-|
posal. The three were Reps. Arthur |
Murphy (D-Shoshone), minority
leader; Herman McDevitt (D-
Bannock), and Joseph Kaschmit-
ter (D-Idaho).

And the resolution hardly stirred
a ripple of debate. There was only |
a token expression from each side
of the aisle. |
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States’ ratification of the 22nd Amendment

Cases involving the 22nd Amendment in Idaho:

® There are no relevant cases in Idaho that analyze the requirements of the 22nd
Amendment.
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