States’ ratification of the 22nd Amendment

Nevada

The 22nd Amendment to the Constitution, which limits a person to being elected

to the presidency two times, and sets additional eligibility conditions for presidents
who succeed to the presidency, was voted out of Congress by a supermajority vote in
both chambers. Between 1947 and 1951, the 22nd Amendment was ratified by 41 state
legislatures and officially came into effect after 36 states ratified the amendment in
February 1951. Since the history of the 22nd Amendment’s passage and the intent

of those who ratified it has become relevant again, this factsheet is part of a series

covering each state’s ratification process.

Nevada’s consideration of the 22nd Amendment:

® Nevada’s legislature voted to ratify the 22nd Amendment
on February 26, 1951, becoming the 36th state to do so,
officially crossing the three-fourths threshold to become
part of the Constitution.

® Joint Resolution No. 6 to ratify the amendment was
introduced in the Assembly on January 31, 1951 by
Representatives Cada Castolas Boak (R), Frank A. Buol (R),
M.A. (Tiny) Fairchild (R), Samuel Boyd Francovich (R),
George H. Hawes (R), Charles A. Hendel (R) and James C.
Perkins (R).

® On February 26, 1951, the Assembly voted to pass the
resolution ratifying the 22nd Amendment 29 to 12,
including nine Democrats.

e Later that day, the Senate also voted in a bipartisan
manner to ratify the amendment by a margin of 16 to 1.

® Asthe Nevada State Journal reported, the Republican
controlled Senate gave “lifelong Democrat” Senator John
Robbins the privilege of making the motion to ratify the
amendment and to consider it as an emergency measure
for approval.

® Senator Robbins said: “Some have given the measure the
stigma of partisan politics. To me there is no such stigma.
As a Democrat, active in Nevada Democratic circles for
more than 40 years, I'd like to remove that stigma. I
consider it a real honor that this Republican controlled
Senate has picked me to make the motion to ratify the
22nd Amendment.”
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States’ ratification of the 22nd Amendment

The Senate went into recess and waited for confirmation that Utah voted to
ratify the amendment in order for Nevada to become the 36th ratifying state.

In a February 27, 1951 article headlined “Truman Gets Last Shot at Three Terms,”
The Nevada State Journal reported on the passage noting: “Final adoption of
the 22nd amendment through action of the Nevada legislature left President
Truman today as the last man who can aspire to more than two terms in the
nation’s biggest job.”

Despite the 22nd Amendment’s exemption for the incumbent Truman,
contemporaneous reporting indicated, “[sJome politicians believe, though, that
ratification presents an ethical obstacle to his seeking another term on the basis
that it reflects widespread feeling that more than eight years is too long for any

n

man.

Cases involving the 22nd Amendment in Nevada:

The only relevant Nevada case law addressing the 22nd Amendment reaffirms
that “the President is limited to two terms of office.”

In Harris v. Democratic Nat'l Comm., the plaintiff sued both the Democratic
National Committee and the Republican National Committee for violating
the 22nd Amendment and the Sherman Act based on the assertion that the
president has been a member of one of those two parties since the nineteenth
century. No. 2:25-CV-00428-MMD-N]JK, 2025 WL 1189770 (D. Nev. Apr. 24, 2025),
appeal dismissed, No. 25-2888, 2025 WL 2237448 (9th Cir. July 30, 2025).

The court dismissed the case with prejudice due to frivolity, explaining: “[T]

he 22nd Amendment, on its face, applies to ‘person[s], not the parties to which
they belong. U.S. Const. amend. XXII(1). This view is broadly held. See, e.g.,
Ronald D. Rotunda, John E. Nowak, Treatise on Constitutional Law - Substance
& Procedure, § 9.19(d)(i) Popular Efforts to Impose Term Limits, 2 Treatise

on Const. L. § 9.19(d)(i) (Jul. 2024 Update) (‘[T]he U.S. Constitution, since

1951, provides that the President is limited to two terms of office.) (footnote
omitted).” 2025 WL 1189770, at *1.
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