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South Dakota
The 22nd Amendment to the Constitution, which limits a person to being elected 
to the presidency two times, and sets additional eligibility conditions for presidents 
who succeed to the presidency, was voted out of Congress by a supermajority vote in 
both chambers. Between 1947 and 1951, the 22nd Amendment was ratified by 41 state 
legislatures and officially came into effect after 36 states ratified the amendment in 
February 1951. Since the history of the 22nd Amendment’s passage and the intent 
of those who ratified it has become relevant again, this factsheet is part of a series 
covering each state’s ratification process. 

South Dakota’s consideration of the 22nd Amendment:

	z The South Dakota legislature voted to ratify the 22nd Amendment on January 21, 
1949. 

	z South Dakota was one of only two states to ratify the amendment in 1949. 
The Associated Press called 1949 a “rough year for the proposal” noting that 
“[r]esolutions to ratify were defeated or sidetracked in Utah, Nevada, Idaho, 
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Minnesota, Maryland, Massachusetts, Indiana, Montana, North Carolina, New 
Mexico, Washington, Wyoming, and Alabama.”

	z On January 7, 1949, Governor George T. Mickelson, a Republican, wrote to the 
South Dakota House of Representatives introducing a Joint Resolution to adopt 
the proposed 22nd Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, and he recommended 
that the resolution be “promptly ratified.” 

	z At the same time that the legislature considered the 22nd Amendment, South 
Dakota newspapers were debating the prospect of the legislature amending state 
term limits so that Governor Mickelson could pursue a third term. 

	z In the House, the resolution to ratify the amendment was submitted in the 
name of Republican Representative David Pulford. 

	z The House resolution was referred to the Committee on State Affairs, which 
recommended it “do pass.” 

	z On January 14, 1949, the resolution passed the House in a bipartisan vote of 58 to 
15, with two House members not voting. 

	z On January 21, 1949, the resolution passed in the Senate by a vote of 26 to 9. 

Cases involving the 22nd Amendment in South Dakota:

	z There are no relevant cases in South Dakota that analyze the requirements of the 
22nd Amendment.
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