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Utah
The 22nd Amendment to the Constitution, which limits a person to being elected 
to the presidency two times, and sets additional eligibility conditions for presidents 
who succeed to the presidency, was voted out of Congress by a supermajority vote in 
both chambers. Between 1947 and 1951, the 22nd Amendment was ratified by 41 state 
legislatures and officially came into effect after 36 states ratified the amendment in 
February 1951. Since the history of the 22nd Amendment’s passage and the intent 
of those who ratified it has become relevant again, this factsheet is part of a series 
covering each state’s ratification process. 

Utah’s consideration of the 22nd Amendment:

	z The Utah legislature voted to ratify the 22nd Amendment on February 26, 1951, 
roughly two years after the legislature first rejected the amendment.

	z Utah was the 35th state to ratify the amendment, doing so minutes before it 
crossed the 36 state threshold to become part of the Constitution.

	z House Joint Resolution 15 was introduced by Republican Representatives 
Dilworth Woolley and Clair Hopkins.

	z On February 19, 1951, the House Committee on Elections reported that it 
“carefully considered said resolution and reports the same out favorably.”

https://www.citizensforethics.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/The_Daily_Herald_1949_03_01_5.pdf
https://www.citizensforethics.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/The_Herald_Journal_1951_02_27_1.pdf
https://www.citizensforethics.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/House-Journal-1951-HJR15.pdf
https://le.utah.gov/asp/roster/roster.asp
https://www.citizensforethics.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/House-Journal-1951-HJR15.pdf
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	z On February 26, 1951, the House passed 
H.J.R. 15 to ratify the 22nd Amendment in a 
bipartisan vote of 38 to 18 (with 4 absent).

	z In the Senate, Republican Senator Elias Day 
moved to suspend the rules to expedite 
consideration of the House Joint Resolution.

	z The Senate approved the measure to ratify 
the 22nd Amendment in a bipartisan vote of 
14 to 8 (with 1 absent), with photographers 
from Life Magazine brought in to capture the 
moment.

	z Despite being characterized by The 
Herald-Journal as a “strict party issue”, six 
Democratic senators in the Democratically-
controlled chamber were joined by all eight 
Republican senators in supporting the 
measure.

	z Utah’s The Garland Times published an 
editorial on the amendment from the 
perspective of young people: “Having 
been among those anxious to see the 
largest possible number of young people 
have a chance to become president some 
day, we must express our satisfaction in 
the fact that during the past week the 
Constitutional amendment limiting presidents of the United States to two 
terms became the law of the land.”

	z The editorial page of The Salt Lake Tribune noted that although the amendment 
arose in response to President Franklin Roosevelt’s reelections, it “received 
support in both parties [including Utah] and that six of the states which ratified 
[in 1951] had  Democratic-controlled legislatures.” The editorial board explained, 
“The reason for bipartisan support is not hard to find. The two-term tradition 
has deep roots in American history and only one president was able to break it. … 
[The amendment] will end speculation as to whether a president will seek a third 
term, thus relieving him of the terrific pressure to run again and, by letting party 
leaders know in advance they must select another man.”

Cases involving the 22nd Amendment in Utah:

	z There are no relevant cases in Utah that analyze the requirements of the 22nd 
Amendment.
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