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Describe the process by which voters who have been convicted of a felony and are
incarcerated are (a) identified and, (b) if applicable under Commonwealth law,
removed from the statewide voter registration list under HAVA Section

303(2)(2)(A)(i)(D).

Describe the process by which deceased registrants are identified and removed from
the statewide voter registration list under HAVA Section 303(a)(2)(A)(ii)(II).

Describe all technological security measures taken by the Commonwealth to
prevent unauthorized access to the statewide voter registration list, as required by
HAVA Section 303(a)(3).

Describe the process by which voters who have moved outside the Commonwealth
and subsequently register to vote in another state are identified and removed from
the statewide voter registration list, under HAVA Section 303(a)(4)(A).

Describe the process by which registrants who are ineligible to vote due to non-
citizenship are identified and removed from the statewide voter registration list.

HAVA requires the Commonwealth to verify voter registration information by
mandating that applicants provide certain information under HAVA Section
303(a)(5). Please provide a copy of the voter registration application(s) utilized for
in-person voter registration, a link to the Commonwealth’s online voter registration
application, and, if applicable, the voter registration application used for same-day
registration.

Please describe the verification process under HAVA Section 303(a)(5) that
election officials perform to verify the required information supplied by the
registrant. Please describe what happens to the registration application if the
information cannot be verified.

Provide a copy of the current agreement, under HAVA Section 303(2)(5)(B)(i),
between the Commonwealth’s chief election official and the Commonwealth’s
motor vehicle authority.

Provide a copy of the current agreement between the official responsible for the
Commonwealth’s motor vehicle authority and the Commissioner of Social Security
Administration under HAVA Section 303(a)(5)(B)(ii).

Under HAVA Section 303(b), describe the Commonwealth’s requirements for an
individual to vote if the individual registered to vote by mail and has not previously
voted in an election for federal office in the Commonwealth.
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General solely responsible for actions to enforce HAVA’s computerized statewide voter registration
list requirements. See 52 U.S.C. § 21111; see also Brunner v. Ohio Republican Party, 555 U.S. 5, 6
(2008) (per curiam) (finding there is no private right of action to enforce those requirements in
HAVA).

In addition to those authorities, the Attorney General is also empowered by Congress to
request records pursuant to Title III of the Civil Rights Act of 1960 (“CRA”), codified at 52 U.S.C.
§ 20701, et seq. Section 301 of the CRA requires state and local officials to retain and preserve
records related to voter registration and other acts requisite to voting for any federal office for a period
of 22 months after any federal general, special or primary election. See 52 U.S.C. § 20701.

Section 303 of the CRA provides, in pertinent part, “Any record or paper required by section
20701 of this title to be retained and preserved shall, upon demand in writing by the Attorney General
or his representative directed to the person having custody, possession, or control of such record or
paper, be made available for inspection, reproduction, and copying at the principal office of such
custodian by the Attorney General or his representative...” 52 U.S.C. § 20703.

Pursuant to the foregoing authorities, including the CRA, the Attorney General is demanding
an electronic copy of Pennsylvania’s complete and current VRL. The purpose of the request is to
ascertain Pennsylvania’s compliance with the list maintenance requirements of the NVRA and
HAVA.

When providing the electronic copy of the statewide VRL, Pennsylvania must ensure that it
contains all fields, which includes either the registrant’s full name, date of birth, residential address,
his or her state driver’s license number, or the last four digits of the registrant’s social security number
as required under the Help America Vote Act (“HAVA”)? to register individuals for federal elections.
See 52 U.S.C. § 21083(a)(S)(A)(1).

To the extent there are privacy concerns, the voter registration list is subject to federal privacy
protections. Section 304 of the CRA provides the answer:

Unless otherwise ordered by a court of the United States, neither the Attorney General nor
any employee of the Department of Justice, nor any other representative of the Attorney
General, shall disclose any record or paper produced pursuant to this chapter, or any
reproduction or copy, except to Congress and any committee thereof, governmental agencies,
and in the presentation of any case or proceeding before any court or grand jury.

HAVA specifies that the “last 4 digits of a social security number . . . shall not be considered
a social security number for purposes of section 7 of the Privacy Act of 1974” (5 U.S.C. § 552a note);
52 U.S.C. § 21083(c). In addition, any prohibition of disclosure of a motor vehicle record contained
in the Driver’s License Protection Act, codified at 18 U.S.C. § 2721(b)(1), is exempted when the

2 In charging the Attorney General with enforcement of the voter registration list requirements in HAVA and
in the NVRA, Congress plainly intended that DOJ be able to conduct an independent review of each state’s
list. Any statewide prohibitions are clearly preempted by federal law.
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From: Voting Section (CRT) [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/ch=Recipients/cn=e68131d470c24fbfabf066ea776544b0-_MB_VOTSEC]

Sent: 8/4/2025 10:25:56 PM

To: al.schmidt@pa.gov; ra-voterreg@pa.gov
cC: Mathis, Jessica [jesmathis@pa.gov]
Subject: Please see the attached correspondence

Attachments: Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.pdf

Dear Secretary Schmidt,

Please see the attached correspondence. If you would like to send responsive materials via the Department’s
secure file-sharing platform, Justice Enterprise File Sharing (JEFS), please let us know and we will send you
instructions. Thank you.

Voting Section

Civil Rights Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Ave NW- 4CON
Washington, D.C. 20530
1(800)253-3931
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of registration for the November 2024 general election, the same time period as the most recent
report from the Election Assistance Commission’s Election Administration and Voting Survey
(“EAVS?”). If you are unable to provide the data, please explain why the data is not available.

1. Inthe EAVS data for Question A3d, Pennsylvania identified 378,187 voters (4.49
percent) with duplicate registrations, nearly three times below the nationwide average of
12.7 percent. Moreover, we understand the Public Interest Legal Foundation recently
identified an additional 19,489 registrants holding matched voter registration files in
second states as of Summer 2025, 3,170 instances of same-address duplications, 70 intra-
county duplicates, and 321 placeholder/fictitious dates of birth. Please explain why
duplicate registrations are such a low percentage of the total registration applications
received.

2. Similarly, in the EAVS data for Question A12h, 47 of 66 counties in Pennsylvania
recorded either O or 1 transactions to remove duplicate registrants. Please confirm how
frequently county personnel perform manual duplicate queries and how frequently SURE
performs automated searches.

3. Inthe EAVS data for Question A3g, Pennsylvania listed 40,209 transactions as “other,”
without further explanation. Please explain those registrations listed as “other.”

4. 1Inthe EAVS data for Question A4h, Pennsylvania listed 1 transaction arising from an
Armed Forces Recruitment Office, which is significantly below similarly sized states.
Please explain why such few transactions can be sourced to Armed Forces Recruitment
Offices and what actions Pennsylvania is taking to ensure Offices fulfill their voter
registration responsibility.

5. Inthe EAVS data for Question Al1, concerning the reason for sending confirmation
notices, the largest category by far is Al1n, “Other.” Please explain the nature of these
confirmation notices and why they do not fit in available categories.

6. Inthe EAVS data, Pennsylvania has failed to respond to Question A13a regarding
merged voter records. Please provide the requested data or an explanation for why that
information is not available.

Please provide a description of the steps that Pennsylvania has taken, and when those
steps were taken, to identify registered voters who are ineligible to vote as well as the procedures
that Pennsylvania used to remove those ineligible voters from the registration list for categories
two and three below. For all categories below, please identify the number of registered voters
identified as ineligible to vote for the time period of the close of registration for the November
2022 general election through present:

1. Non-citizen
2. Adjudicated incompetent
3. Felony conviction

For each of those voters identified in categories 1-3 above, provide their registration information
on the statewide voter registration list, including their vote history.
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The Help America Vote Act (“HAVA”), 52 U.S.C. § 20501, ef seq., also provides authority
for the Justice Department to seek the State’s VRL via Section 401, which makes the Attorney
General solely responsible for actions to enforce HAVA’s computerized statewide voter registration
list requirements. See 52 U.S.C. § 21111; see also Brunner v. Ohio Republican Party, 555 U.S. 5, 6

(2008) (per curiam) (finding there is no private right of action to enforce those requirements in
HAVA).

In addition to those authorities, the Attorney General is also empowered by Congress to
request records pursuant to Title III of the Civil Rights Act of 1960 (“CRA”), codified at 52 U.S.C.
§ 20701, et seq. Section 301 of the CRA requires state and local officials to retain and preserve
records related to voter registration and other acts requisite to voting for any federal office for a period
of 22 months after any federal general, special or primary election. See 52 U.S.C. § 20701.

Section 303 of the CRA provides, in pertinent part, “Any record or paper required by section
20701 of this title to be retained and preserved shall, upon demand in writing by the Attorney General
or his representative directed to the person having custody, possession, or control of such record or
paper, be made available for inspection, reproduction, and copying at the principal office of such
custodian by the Attorney General or his representative...” 52 U.S.C. § 20703.

Pursuant to the foregoing authorities, including the CRA, the Attorney General is demanding
an electronic copy of South Carolina’s complete and current VRL. The purpose of the request is to
ascertain South Carolina’s compliance with the list maintenance requirements of the NVRA and
HAVA.

When providing the electronic copy of the statewide VRL, South Carolina must ensure that it
contains all fields, which includes either the registrant’s full name, date of birth, residential address,
his or her state driver’s license number, or the last four digits of the registrant’s social security number
as required under the Help America Vote Act (“HAVA”)? to register individuals for federal elections.
See 52 U.S.C. § 21083(a)(S)(A)(1).

To the extent there are privacy concerns, the voter registration list is subject to federal privacy
protections. Section 304 of the CRA provides the answer:

Unless otherwise ordered by a court of the United States, neither the Attorney General nor
any employee of the Department of Justice, nor any other representative of the Attorney
General, shall disclose any record or paper produced pursuant to this chapter, or any
reproduction or copy, except to Congress and any committee thereof, governmental agencies,
and in the presentation of any case or proceeding before any court or grand jury.

HAVA specifies that the “last 4 digits of a social security number . . . shall not be considered
a social security number for purposes of section 7 of the Privacy Act of 1974” (5 U.S.C. § 552a note);

2 In charging the Attorney General with enforcement of the voter registration list requirements in HAVA and
in the NVRA, Congress plainly intended that DOJ be able to conduct an independent review of each state’s
list. Any statewide prohibitions are clearly preempted by federal law.
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From: Voting Section (CRT) [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/ch=Recipients/cn=e68131d470c24fbfabf066ea776544b0-_MB_VOTSEC]

Sent: 8/6/2025 10:06:05 PM
To: hknapp@elections.sc.gov; elections@elections.sc.gov
Subject: Please see the attached correspondence

Attachments: State of South Carolina.pdf

Dear Executive Director Knapp,

Please see the attached correspondence. If you would like to send responsive materials via the Department’s
secure file-sharing platform, Justice Enterprise File Sharing (JEFS), please let us know and we will send you
instructions. Thank you.

Voting Section

Civil Rights Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Ave NW- 4CON
Washington, D.C. 20530
1(800)253-3931
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