
 

 
September 25, 2026 

 
BY EMAIL: eFOIA@doc.gov   
 
Nicholas J. Cormier 
Deputy Program Director for Departmental FOIA/PA and Open Government Operations 
Office of Privacy and Open Government 
1401 Constitution Avenue NW, Room 61013 
Washington, DC 20230 
 

Re:  Freedom of Information Act Request 
 

Dear Mr. Cormier: 
 
Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington (“CREW”) submits this request 

for records pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 U.S.C. § 552, and 
Department of Commerce (“Commerce”) regulations.  

 
Specifically, from April 1, 2025 to the date this request is processed, CREW requests:  
 
1.​ Communications, calendars, minutes, agendas, or other records that 

reference or relate to the meeting between U.S. Commerce Secretary Howard 
Lutnick, Finance Minister of Pakistan Muhammad Aurangzeb, and U.S. Trade 
Representative Jamieson Greer that took place on July 18, 2025. 

 
3.​ Any other records or communications sent or received by employees of 

Commerce that mention or relate to Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, 
Pakistan Crypto Council CEO Bilal Bin Saqib, or the Pakistan Crypto Council. 

 
The above request excludes agency records consisting solely of news articles, press 

clippings, and other publicly-available material, so long as the records include no 
accompanying discussion by agency officials. 

 
Please search for responsive records regardless of format, medium, or physical 

characteristics. We seek records of any kind, including paper records, electronic records, 
audiotapes, videotapes, photographs, data, and graphical material. Our request includes 
without limitation all correspondence, letters, emails, text messages, facsimiles, telephone 
messages, voice mail messages, and transcripts, notes, or minutes of any meetings, 
telephone conversations, or discussions. Our request also includes any attachments to 
emails and other records, and anyone who was cc’ed or bcc’ed on any emails. 

 
If it is your position any portion of the requested records is exempt from disclosure, 

CREW requests that you provide it with an index of those documents as required under 
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Vaughn v. Rosen, 484 F.2d 820 (D.C. Cir. 1973). If some portions of the requested records are 
properly exempt from disclosure, please disclose any reasonably segregable non-exempt 
portions of the requested records. See 5 U.S.C. § 552(b). If it is your position that a document 
contains non-exempt segments, but that those non-exempt segments are so dispersed 
throughout the document as to make segregation impossible, please state what portion of 
the document is non-exempt, and how the material is dispersed throughout the document. 
See Mead Data Central v. U.S. Dep’t of the Air Force, 566 F.2d 242, 261 (D.C. Cir. 1977). 

 
Please be advised that CREW intends to pursue all legal remedies to enforce its rights 

under FOIA. Accordingly, because litigation is reasonably foreseeable, the agency should 
institute an agencywide preservation hold on all documents potentially responsive to this 
request. 

 
Fee Waiver Request 

 
In accordance with 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A) and agency regulations, CREW requests a 

waiver of fees associated with processing this request for records. The subject of this request 
concerns the operations of the federal government, and the disclosures likely will contribute 
to a better understanding of relevant government procedures by CREW and the general 
public in a significant way. See id. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). Moreover, the request primarily and 
fundamentally is for non-commercial purposes. See, e.g., McClellan Ecological v. Carlucci, 835 
F.2d 1282, 1285 (9th Cir. 1987). 

 
​ On July 18, 2025, United States Trade Representative Jamieson Greer and U.S. 
Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick met with Pakistani Finance Minister Muhammad 
Aurangzeb as part of an effort to “enhanc[e] trade and economic ties” between Pakistan and 
the U.S.1 On July 31, both parties finalized a deal that Pakistan’s finance ministry said would 
usher in a “new era of economic collaboration especially in energy, mines and minerals, IT, 
cryptocurrency and other sectors.”2 
 

In February 2025, Pakistan’s Finance Ministry announced that they would consider 
the formation of a national crypto council with a mandate to “oversee policy development, 
address regulatory challenges, and ensure that Pakistan’s digital asset ecosystem evolves in 
a secure, compliant, and sustainable manner.”3 The following month, businessman Bilal Bin 
Saqib was appointed to lead the Pakistan Crypto Council (“PCC”) as Chief Advisor to the 
Finance Minister.4 Bin Saqib was given the additional title of Special Assistant to the Prime 

4 Government of Pakistan, Finance Division, Government Appoints Mr. Bilal Bin Saqib as Chief Advisor 
to Finance and Revenue Minister on Pakistan Crypto Council (March 5, 2025), 
https://web.archive.org/web/20260103092923/https://www.finance.gov.pk/press releases.html.  

3 Government of Pakistan, Finance Division, Finance Minister Chairs High-Level Meeting on Digital 
Assets (February 25, 2025), 
https://web.archive.org/web/20260103092923/https://www.finance.gov.pk/press releases.html.   

2Ariba Shahid, Asif Shahzad and Kanishka Singh, Pakistan says it wins US tariff deal; Trump cites oil 
reserves pact, Reuters (July 31, 2025), 
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/pakistan-says-it-wins-us-tariff-deal-trump-cites-oil-re
serves-pact-2025-07-30/.  

1 Asif Shahzad, Pakistan says it held productive trade talks in Washington, Reuters (July 18, 2025), 
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/pakistan-says-it-held-productive-trade-talks-washingto
n-2025-07-18/.  
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Minister on Blockchain and Cryptocurrency,5 a title that he held until August 2025.6 He also 
serves as Chairman of the Pakistan Virtual Assets Regulatory Authority (“PVARA”),7 which 
was formed in July 2025 for the purpose of regulating digital assets and exchanges.8 In April 
2025, the office of the Prime Minister of Pakistan issued a press release9 announcing that the 
PCC had met with a delegation from World Liberty Financial, the cryptocurrency company 
owned in part by a business entity associated with President Donald Trump and his family.10 
 

According to a social media post on the PVARA X account, Bin Saqib participated in a 
June 2025 trade delegation to the United States that aimed to “negotiate favorable terms for 
the tech and crypto sectors.”11 A second social media post indicates that at least one official 
from the PCC may have been present in a government delegation to the United States in 
October 2025.12 Around the same time, Aurangzeb took additional meetings with White 
House officials.13 
 

Given the known and established relationship between World Liberty Financial, a 
business in which the Trump family holds an active stake, and the Pakistani government 
bodies that may have participated in these trade meetings, it is possible that Trump family 
business interests had bearing on the content or consequences of these meetings, including 
significant trade agreements.  In light of that potential influence, the American public has a 
compelling interest in obtaining documents associated with these meetings. 

 
CREW is a non-profit corporation, organized under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 

Revenue Code. CREW is committed to protecting the public’s right to be aware of the 
activities of government officials, to ensuring the integrity of those officials, and to 
highlighting and working to reduce the influence of money on politics. CREW uses a 
combination of research, litigation, and advocacy to advance its mission. CREW intends to 
analyze the information responsive to this request and to share its analysis with the public 
through reports, press releases, or other means. In addition, CREW will disseminate any 
documents it acquires from this request to the public through its website, 

13 @Financegovpk, X (October 15, 2025),  https://x.com/Financegovpk/status/1978334877595390433.   
12 @PakistanVARA, X (October 5, 2025), https://x.com/PakistanVARA/status/1974879052428403069.   
11 @PakistanVARA, X (July 19, 2025),  https://x.com/PakistanVARA/status/1946568340094242893.   
10 World Liberty Financial (Accessed November 26, 2025), https://worldlibertyfinancial.com/.  

9 Pakistan Prime Minister’s Office (April 27, 2025),  
https://web.archive.org/web/20251129063917/https://www.pmo.gov.pk/press release detailes.php?pr
id=6053.   

8 Khaleeq Kiani, Regulatory body formed to oversee digital assets, Dawn (July 8, 2025), 
https://www.dawn.com/news/1922661/regulatory-body-formed-to-oversee-digital-assets.   

7 Pakistan Virtual Assets Regulatory Authority (PVARA) Convenes Inaugural Board Meeting to Shape the 
Future of Virtual Assets, Government of Pakistan Press Information Department (August 26, 2025), 
https://pid.gov.pk/site/press detail/30135.   

6 Zohaib Shah, Bilal Bin Saqib Resigned as SAPM on Blockchain & Crypto, TechJuice (Accessed 
December 3, 2025), 
https://www.techjuice.pk/bilal-bin-saqib-removed-as-sapm-on-blockchain-crypto-minister-status-
allegedly-stripped/.  

5 Bilal Bin Saqib, LinkedIn, 
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/bilal-bin-saqib-mbe-33521b33 honoured-to-be-appointed-as-the-s
pecial-assistant-activity-7337701105079926784-628O/.  
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www.citizensforethics.org. The release of information obtained through this request is not 
in CREW’s financial interest. 

 
CREW further requests that it not be charged search or review fees for this request 

pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(II) because CREW qualifies as a member of the news 
media. See Nat’l Sec. Archive v. U.S. Dep’t of Defense, 880 F.2d 1381, 1386 (D.C. Cir. 1989) (holding 
non-profit a “representative of the news media” and broadly interpreting the term to include 
“any person or organization which regularly publishes or disseminates information to the 
public”). 

 
CREW routinely disseminates information obtained through FOIA to the public in 

several ways. For example, CREW’s website receives over 150,000 page views every month. 
The website includes blogposts that report on and analyze newsworthy developments 
regarding government ethics, corruption, and money in politics, as well as numerous 
reports CREW has published to educate the public about these issues. These reports 
frequently rely on government records obtained through FOIA. CREW also posts the 
documents it obtains through FOIA on its website.   

 
Under these circumstances, CREW satisfies fully the criteria for a fee waiver.  

 
Conclusion 

 
If you have any questions about this request or foresee any problems in fully 

releasing the requested records, please email me at and 
or call me at (202) 408-5565. Also, if CREW’s request for a fee 

waiver is denied, please contact our office immediately upon making such a determination.   
 
Where possible, please produce records in electronic format. Please send the 

requested records to and or by 
mail to Olivia Buckley, Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington, P.O. Box 14596, 
Washington, D.C. 20044. 
 

Sincerely,  
 

 
Olivia Buckley 
Research Associate 
 
 

 
 
 

  




