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A 

··'1tompcnbtou� Utcttonacy
'OF THI': 

.English Langitage . 

. In which FIVE THOUSAND Words are.added 
to tl1e number found in the BEST ENGLISH COMP ENDS ; 

The ORTHOGRAPHY is, in some instances, corrected; 

Tile PRONUNCIATION marked by an Accent or other suitable Direction ; 

And the DEFINITIONS of many Words amended and improved. 

" TO WHlCH AII.E ADDED FOB. THI': Bl':NETIT OF TIU 

MERCHANT, the STUDENT and the TRAVELLE1'., 

J.-TABLES of the MONEYS ofmo,toftlre' 
eommcrcial Nations in the world, with the val
lie exprcs.,ed in Sterling and Centi, 

ll,-TABLES of WEIGHTS and MEA· 
SUR.ES, ancient and modern, with the propor
tion �etween the several weights used in the 
principal cities of Europe. 

JU.-The D(VlSIONS of TIME among tl1� 
-.Jews, Greeks and Romans, with a Table exhib· 
lting the: ttom;.n manner of dating. 

IV .-An official LM of the POST-OFFICES 
In the U1'i1TED S'l'ATES, with the State� an,1 
Counties in which they are respectively situa
ted, ant the distance of each from tue .� ·- qf 
Government. 

v.-The NUMBER of INHABITANTS :'I 
the U:iitcd Stolte,, with the amount cf E't• 
PORTS. 

IV.-New and lntcrest:n6 CHROSOLOG!· 
CAL TABLES of rc:markablc Evt:ntl and Dis· 
coveries. 

-

BY NOAH WEBSTER, EsQ., 

-Jrrom �innegt-, J1:)re1s-.

·FOi. HODSON & GtODWIN; BOOK-SELLERS, HARTFORD, AND INCREASE COOKE & Ct!

BOOK-SELLERS, NEW-HAVEN. 

1800� 
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E M I [- I OI-] 'E �f. U

Em'ba!J"age, Em'balfy, n. a pu�lic meffage or truft Em'incnce, t1. height, honor, top, a cardiMl 's t itle Embcit'tlc, v. t. to fct or range In ·order of battle Em'inent, &.  hiih, lofty, rc:markat.ilc, celcllratetl Emb.iy, v, t. to lnclofe in � 1><11, walh, bathe Em•iocnttr,nd. confpi'cnouO y, in a high tlegrec Embel'lilh, v. I, to adqrn, trim, beautify, fct c.l" E'mir, n, a TLlrkl!h prince, Vizer-or Bafuaw Emoel'lilhment, n. ornament, decoration, grace Em1i!J"ary, n. a Cccr�t agent, agent, fpy, fcout Em1bers,11. pl. hot cinders, afhee:not .yet dead Emis"fion, n. a throwing 011r, a vcnt,.a !hooting Emliez•zlc, ,u. t. to defraQd by·appropriating· to Emit', v: to dart, let fly, fend out, i!Tue out; dif• ont's own uf�, what is entru1lcd to one's-care, E.m'met� 11. a kiiid of infca, ant, plfmire (charge Embez'zlement, "· fraud by ufing anothcrs prop- Emmew·, v. t. to mew, /hut o_t' coop u.p, ob. c:rty for one's own benefit . Emmuve, v. t. to move, llir or rouCe up, ob. Eml>lizon, 'V, ,. to blazon, adorn,· paint, dercribe E1nollcs'cen·ce, 11. foftnefs, or the lowell dtgree of . Em'blem, n. a inoral device, reprc:fentation,token fufibility in l>odlc:3 Erp'blrm, v. t. to rcprefent or deicribc alluf1vely Emol'!ient, a. fofcening, fuppling, moiftening · Emblemat'ical ; a, ufing emb!ems; all'ulive Emoi'llcnt , ,i. a me,licin which foltens Eml>lemat•ica!ly, ad. allufivcly, with allufion Emolli"tion , ,,. the a& of Coftening or relaxing Emblem'atUl, n. a w.riter or inventor of emblems Emol1ument, 11 .  ptofit, gain, advantage, otmcfit Em'blementa, n. pl. the p,oduce Crom fown land Emolument'al, "· ufeful, producing emolument Em'bolifm , n. an interc.,i.lation, a time infcrted Em6tion, " ·. a-fudden motion, di!lurhance of mind EmbofS',v. t. to adorn with r;fi11� work, to inclofe Empiile, -v, t. to inclof.:,  fortify, fence in, pat on a Eml>offing;n: tl\c·_artofm:iklng figures in relievo flake . (flower Embofs •ment, n. relief, riling work, a fculptute. F.mpalemeot, n. a fixing on :i ftike, the ca ly ,c, of a Emt.ot'tle, v. t. to inc.\ide In bettles, to bottle up · Emp(!ople, v. to form into a communitv, o.� . . Embow'el, v. t. to take cut the entrails, to gut Em1peror, r., a monarch, a title foperio; t·o king Embrace, v. t. tofquccze, ta.kc, comprlfe · E1n'phafis,n, a remarkable {trefs laid on a word Embrace, Embr.iter-nen·t, n. a:clafp, lmg,crulh Em'{lha!izc, 'V.t .  to pronounce with a Qrds of v,;;cc Embricery, n. an attempt to iutiucnce a jury cor- Emph:Wical, u, firong, forcible, ftrikiJig, �a�c I' · ruptly (a.jnr.y Emphat'ic.llly, ud. ltrongly, forcihly, J!rik ingJ y E•nll(.icing, n. the crime of attemftlng to corrupt E'mphyfem'atous, a. blo.ited, fwelld, puffrd u;, Em:iramre, n, a battlcmcnt, .,\O opening ln a wall Emp'lre, [Emp'ery ,J,i, Imperial pol.\·er, c::Hnm,i n t ,  · Eml:t:iroc:,rt , v. t .  to  foment o r  rub a p :ut difeafed Einp'iric, n .  a pretended ph;lician, a quJck (rlllcEml>rnclitlon, n. fomentation, rubbing, lotion ·Emplr'ical, a. experiment.ti, prallic.ed by r.otc'Eml>rm<l er, v. t. to :idom with figure-wqrk Empir'icaliy, ad, experimentally, prekndedlvE : <1 1,roi<l'cret, n. a perfon who work, cm!>roi<lery Empir icifm, u. the praaic:e or. profdlion of qu;ck,r ,obroid'cry, n. a fort of variegated needlework Emr,taft'er, ·v. t. to cover with � pl afterI:'·nl>ro i l', v. t. to difturo, coriful'e, involve, .broil Emplalt'ic, o. �ifcou;, glutinous, clammy, tou1:l1£mt>roth'�I ,  ,:;·. I. t,;> flrnt in a l,n:.,hel, ob. Er,1ploy', v.t. to Keep at work,exercifc:, ':l ie, rp�n,l.Eintm1ted, n'. _re<lucetl trJ brutality, ver� depraved E111ploy', F.mploy'm.:nt, ,.. bulincr,, a p• 1h i ic ofliceE.m'oryo, Em'bryorl, 11. the- mclilntnts .of ·an ani- , Employ'ablc, a.  fit to be emplorecl or ufotl mal or pl.int, before the p:uts are dillinaly Employ1e·r , 11. one whe employs or frts 10 work formed , the beginning j Em pojs'on, -i•. t. ti> i:i1ifon , to dcilroy by poifrmEm'bryon , ... pc rtainlni:t to fir!l rutl.iments 
I 
Empoi&'oner, ,, . one who polfons another perfon Emendirion, 11. a correction, altc:ration, ch<lnge - Emporium, n, a 1ht of mcrc�andife, a mart Em'erald, " · � gem, a ki,nd of �reeil prei:.ions ltl!:1e I Empov'crifh ,J.-t lmpover_! 1hEmerge', 'V, 1. u, i�nc, to rifi: nat of, from or up I Ernpow:cr, v. t. to autllo: lfe, �o enable (di�nityEmer'gency, "· .t rtfing out of, iirenini; nc:c.:lli ty Emp'rc:lsor Emp'crefs, ,, . a Woman h,winr, irnr, ·ial Etner'gcrlt, a. coming out or into fight, futl<len Empr: fc, 11, an atte,npt  of danger, entcrprlie, o!I. Em1erods, n .  the pile:., _ Em()'tier, 11. on·:: who emptie11., <•ne who nukes ·;;;idEmer'lion_, ,, . the act of riling ·out of w:atcr, a rif..: .Em1>'tinef.•, n. a void fpicc, vanity. ignor�:ice E,n'ertis, n. 11!aln l!1jia mnni! to·, thin a11.tl of info_- Emp'tion, "· �i1e act of hu ;-ing, a purctufc.rior qua!it)'; _ _e,bout 7 8d1s in wid th E:-np'ty, a. void , unfur,, :t :ied , igr1ot:.nt, foo!i/h Em'cry, n. a kind of iton ore, <l .;l , 1:.: icr'� qiamor.d .Emp'ty, v: I. to e.Y.IMurt, make: void , d<:privc Emet'ic , a. th:it provokes vomitiog ; 11. a vomit .  .Empnr"µ:e, -v.  : .  to  m�l:c or  d _.-;: ,,f .l p,ir;,le color Emication, ft .  the act of fparlc,lir.i; or-gHttcrin::; Emru:nde, v. t, to puzzle, p,:�p !tx, co, ,f·,nri<l, ob. Emic•tion, n. urine , the l'l'l lking of urine 1aw:iy Empyrrcal, "· refined, beyond .terial ,  hea��r;l y En1'igrant, a. going.from p!act to place, ·mo, io� Empyrean, r.. the hii:i ,dt Ilea t-<:11 Em'i1;rant, n. a perfon who quits.bis own c:rnotry EmJ:>yr1cum, ,i. the vcryJiighelt heaven or regiori to rc{ide in another. Empyreumat'ical , .u .  rcfrm.lJJing burnt folifc:u1..;,;.� Em'igrate, v. i. to rc!11t1,·c from place to pb•;c I EmpyrOfis, ;,. a gener.1I fire, a cqnOagntion �mli;d1tio.,, r., a chan;;e of il,lb:uti'on or iiiace Em'u, ,,. a very lari;:: bird o! s. Anu:rica, fix f, ·ct 
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Table 2: Definitions of “Emolument” in Legal Dictionaries, 1523-1792 

Author Title 1st ed. Image Definition 
1 

Rastell, 
John/William 

Exposiciones 
terminorum legum 
anglorum (Les Termes 
de la Lay) 

1523 1st ed. 1523 no definition 

2 Cowell, John The Interpreter 1607 1st ed. 1607 no definition 

3 
Leigh, Edward A Philologicall 

Commentary 1652 2d ed. 1658 no definition 

4 
Sheppard, 
William 

An Epitome of All the 
Common & Statute 
Laws of This Nation 
Now in Force 

1656 1st ed. 1656 no definition 

5 
Spelman, Henry Glossarium 

archaiologicum 1664 1st ed. 1664 no definition 

6 
Blount, Thomas Nomo-Lexicon 1670 2d ed. 1691 no definition 

7 
Jacob, Giles A New Law Dictionary 1729 1st ed. 1729 no definition 

8 
Cunningham, 
Timothy 

A New and Complete 
Law-Dictionary 1764 1st ed. 1764 no definition 

9 
Kelham, Robert A Dictionary of the 

Norman 1779 1st ed. 1779 no definition 

10 
Burn, Richard A New Law Dictionary 1792 1st ed. 1792 no definition  
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Table 3: Other Uses of “Emolument” in Legal Dictionaries, 1523-1792 

Author Title 1st ed. Image Other Uses of Emolument 

Blount, Thomas Nomo-Lexicon 1670  2d ed. 1691 used to define "Maritima Angliae" 

Jacob, Giles A New Law 
Dictionary 1729 1st ed. 1729 

used to define "Maritima Angliae”

used in a sample form for the release 
and conveyance of lands 

Cunningham, 
Timothy 

A New and 
Complete Law-
Dictionary 

1764 1st ed. 1764 
used to define "Apportum"  

used to define “Maritima Angliae” 

Burn, Richard A New Law 
Dictionary 1792 1st ed. 1792 used to explain “Isle of Man” 
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Transcripts of Legal Dictionary Definitions and Other Uses, 1523-1792 

1) THOMAS BLOUNT, NOMO-LEXICON (2d ed. 1691).

Maritima Angliae, the Emolument arising to the King from the see, with 
Sheriffs anciently collected, but was afterwards granted to the Admiral. 
Pat. 8. Hen. 3. In. 4. Richardus Lucy dicitur babere Maritimam Angliae. 

2) GILES JACOB, A NEW LAW DICTIONARY (1st ed. 1729).

 Maritima Angliae, The Profit and Emolument arising to the King from 
the Sea, which anciently was collected by Sheriffs; but it was afterwards 
granted to the Lord Admiral. Richardus Lucy, dicitur babere Maritimam 
Angliae. Pat. 8. H. 3.  M. 4.  

[Sample conveyance stock language] 
This indenture made, &c. Between A.B. of, & c. of one Part, and 
CD. Of, & c. of the other Part, Witnesseth, that the said A.B. for
and in Consideration of the Sum of Five hundred Pounds of lawful
Money of Great Britain, so him in hand paid by the said C.D. the
Receipt whereof the said A.B. doth hereby confess and
acknowledge, and for other good Causes and Considerations him
therento moving, be the said A.B. hath granted, bargained and
sold, aliened, released and confirmed, and by these Present doth
fully, freely, and absolutely grant, bargain and sell, alien, release
and confirm unto said C.D. (in his actual possession now being, by
Virtue of a Bargain and Sale to him theretof made for one Year, by
Indenture hearing Date the next before the Day of the Date of these
Presents, and by the Force of the Statute for transferring of Uses
into Possession ) and to his Heirs and Affirm, for ever, All that
Message or Tenement, & c. with the Rights, Members, and
Appurtenances thereof situate, lying and being in, &c. And all
Houses, Edifices, Buildings, Gardens, Orchards, Lands, Meadows,
Commons, Pastures, Feedings, Trees, Woods, Underwoods, Ways,
Paths, Waters, Easements, Profits, Commodities, Advantages,
Emoluments, and Hereditaments whatsoever to be said Message
or Tenement belonging, or in any way appertaining …

3) TIMOTHY CUNNINGHAM, A NEW AND COMPLETE LAW-DICTIONARY (1st ed. 1764).

Apportum, Seems to be deduced from the French apport, and signifies 
the revenue, gain, or profit, which a thing brings in to its owner. It is also 
used for an augmentation given to any abbot, for his better support out of 
the profits of a manor—ita quod proficua manerii predicti apporti qualibet 
anno prefato A. in subventinum sustentationis sine solverantor. Ann. 22 
Ed. 2. N. 72. Line. The word was commonly used for a corrody or 
pension:--Nicolaus Gwun prior de Andover, debt xx macron de quodam 
apporto, ad capitalem dominum ejusdem prioris in partibus transmorinis, 
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in tempore paci debito. Ex register Evidentiarum Colleg. Wickham. Jucta 
Winton. MS.—Rex Edwardus 3. Restituit terras prioratum aliengigenarum 
salve nobis apporto, quod prasectus procurator alicai domain superiori 
salvere tenetur. Cianf. 14. Ed. 3. The word misht at fist signify any profit 
or emolument apported or brought to another; and therefore Du Fresene 
observes in which the Customary of Rhemes, apport was the portion 
which the wife brought to the husband. 

 Maritima Angliae, The emolument arising to the King from the sea, 
which sheriffs anciently collected; but was afterwards granted to the 
admiral. Pat. 8. Hen. 2. M. 4. Richardus de Lucy dicitur babere 
maritimam Angliae. 

4) RICHARD BURN, A NEW LAW DICTIONARY (1st ed. 1792)

Isle of Man, is a distinct territory from England, and is not governed by 
our laws; neither doth any act of parliament extend to it, unless it be 
particularly named therein. It was formerly a subordinate feudatory 
kingdom, subject to the kings of Norway; then to the kings of England; 
afterwards to the kings of Scotland; and then again to the crown of 
England; and was finally granted, by the king James the first, to William 
Stanley earl of Derby, and the heirs male of his body, with remainder to 
his heirs general; which grant was confirmed by an act of parliament, with 
a restraint of the power of alienation by the said earl and his issue male. 
On the death of James ear of Derby in the year 1735, the male line of earl 
William failing, the duke of Athol succeeded to the island, as heir general 
by a female branch. In the mean time, though the title of king had long 
been disused, the earls of Derby, as lords of Man, had maintained a sort of 
royal authority therein; which being found inconvenient for the purposes 
of public justice, and for the revenue, (it affording a commodious asylum 
for debtors, outlaws, and smugglers,) authority was given to the treasure, 
by statute 12 G.c.28. to purchase the interest of the then proprietors for the 
use of the crown; which purchase was at length completed in the year 
1765, and confirmed by the statutes 5 G.3.c.26 & 39. whereby the whole 
island, and all its dependencies, (except the landed property of the Athol 
family, their manerial rights and emoluments, and the patronage of the 
bishopric and other ecclesiastical benefices,) are unalienably vested in the 
crown, and subjected to the regulations of the British excise and customs. 
1 Black. 105. 
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