U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Information Policy
Suite 11050

1425 New York Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530-0001

Telephone: (202) 514-3642

June 29, 2018

Re:  D0J-2018-002590 (AG)
D0J-2018-001537 (DAG)

Ms. Anne L. Weismann D0J-2018-001538 (ASG)
CREW D0J-2018-001539 (PAO)
455 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. D0J-2018-001540 (OLA)
Washington, DC 20001 18-cv-00007 (D.D.C.)
aweismann@citizensforethics.org VRB:BPF

Dear Ms. Weismann:

This is a third interim response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request
dated and received in this Office on December 13, 2017, in which you requested various
records concerning a meeting with reporters held on December 12, 2017. This response is
made on behalf of the Offices of the Attorney General (OAG), Deputy Attorney General
(ODAG), Associate Attorney General (OASG), Public Affairs (PAO), and Legislative Affairs
(OLA).

On April 30, 2018 and June 1, 2018, we provided you with interim responses to your
request. At this time, | have determined that an additional 143 pages containing records
responsive to your request are appropriate for release with excisions made pursuant to
Exemptions 5 and 6 of the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. 8 552(b)(5) and (b)(6), and copies are enclosed.
Additionally, 124 pages are being withheld in full pursuant to Exemption 5 of the FOIA.
Exemption 5 pertains to certain inter- and intra-agency communications protected by civil
discovery privileges. Exemption 6 pertains to information the release of which would
constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of the personal privacy of third parties. Please note
that duplicative records have not been processed, and are marked accordingly.

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement
and national security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S.C. § 552(c) (2012
& Supp. IV 2016). This response is limited to those records that are subject to the
requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard notification that is given to all our requesters and
should not be taken as an indication that excluded records do, or do not, exist.


mailto:aweismann@citizensforethics.org

-2-

If you have any questions regarding this response, please contact Vinita Andrapalliyal
of the Department’s Civil Division, Federal Programs Branch, at 202-305-0845.

Sincerely,

J 77—

Vanessa R. Brinkmann
Senior Counsel

Enclosures



Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Wednesday, January 3, 2018 1:29 PM

To: Pustay, Melanie A (OIP); McGowan, Ashley L. (OPA)

Subject: RE: Watchdog sues DOJ over decision to show FBI texts to reporters | TheHill

Thanks--will be two more stories on this at least. Reuters and Business Insider.

Rk

Sarah Isgur Flores
Director of Public Affairs
202.305.5808

-—--Original Message--——--

From: Pustay, Melanie A (OIP)

Sent: Wednesday, January 3, 2018 1:24 PM

To: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) <siflores@jmd.usdoj.gov>; McGowan, Ashley L. (OPA)
<almcgowan@jmd.usdoj.gov>

Subject: FW: Watchdog sues DOJ over decision to show FBI texts to reporters | TheHill

FYI

http://thehill.com/policy/cybersecurity/367228-watchdog-sues-doj-over-decision-to-show-fbi-texts-to-
reporters

Document ID: 0.7.16060.92005 20180326-0058378



Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Monday, December 18, 2017 3:00 PM

To: Prior, lan (OPA)

Subject: Re: Question about Rosenstein Answer on IG consultation on Strzok texts

(b) (5)

On Dec 18, 2017, at 2:59 PM, Prior, lan (OPA) <IPrior@jmd.usdoj.gov> wrote:

WIS

lan D. Prior

Principal Deputy Director of Public Affairs
Department of Justice
Office: 202.616.0911

@3B (b) (6)

For information on office hours, access to media events, ond standard ground rules for

interviews, please click here.

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Monday, December 18, 2017 2:58 PM

To: Prior, lan (OPA) <IPrior@jmd.usdoj.gov>

Subject: Re: Question about Rosenstein Answer on IG consultation on Strzok texts

(® (5) . OO
0000000000000
]/

On Dec 18, 2017, at 2:48 PM, Prior, Ian (OPA) <[Prior(@ jmd usdoi.gov> wrote:

b) (5)

lan D. Prior
Principal Deputy Director of Public Affairs

Department of Justice

Document ID: 0.7.16060.59053 20180326-0060960



Oftice: 202.616.0911

Cell: QO]

For information on office hours, access to media events, and standard ground rules
forinterviews, please click here.

From: Daniel Friedman [mailto:DFriedman@motherjones.com]

Sent: Monday, December 18, 2017 2:43 PM

To: Prior, lan (OPA) <IPrior@imd.usdoj.gov>

Subject: Question about Rosenstein Answer on IG consultation on Strzok texts

Tan,

I read the IG's letter. Flores statements and Rosenstein's answers on IG consultation.
It seems like Rosenstein's statement to Raskin, in particular, while not clearly
contradicted by Horowitz's letter, could have left the impression that he consulted
with the IG about releasing the texts to the media.

Raskin's line of questioning was about release of texts to the media. Then he asked
about IG rule that prohibits release of info that is part of an investigation.

Rosenstein: "When this inquiry came in from Congress, we did consult with the
Inspector General and he determined that he had no objection to release of the
material. If he had. I can assure you I would not have authorized the release."

So Rosenstein didn't say IG okayed release of messages to media, but it didn't
exclude that.

I assume you guys will sav Rosenstein didn't mean to imply IG approved release of
texts to press. But is he considering sending any kind of clarification to the committee
on that?

I don't know how significant this is, but I don't want to read anv other stuff you guys
out in Business Insider again.

I am coming around to the view that your guys knew Congress was gonna leak these
anyway, so releasing them in whole could be as your first statement said, an
attempt to avoid confusion/more selective leaking.

Thanks,

Dan
202.290.5424

Document ID: 0.7.16060.59053 20180326-0060961



Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Monday, December 18, 2017 9:10 AM
To:

Subject: Re: Redaction question

I actually don't know. Let me ask--1 think we took the IG redactions and that's based on more or less
foia rules. So I'll figure out what their policy was.

> On Dec 18, 2017, at 8:04 AM, [QDXG) wrote:

>
> Sarah,

> Regarding the FBI texts, can you help me understand why my name was included in the texts when
others (including my wife's) were redacted? | don't mind the commentary — I've been called worse
than schlubby — but | didnt understand the rationale given the others who were not included.

> Thanks,

80 ©

Document ID: 0.7.16060.92577 20180326-0061306



Prior, lan (OPA)
L ————

From: Prior, lan (OPA)

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 9:32 PM
To: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Subject: Tweet by (((Rep. Nadler))) on Twitter

(((Rep. Nadler))) (@ReplerryNadler)
12/15/17, 9:24 PM
.@ThelusticeDept Inspector General sent a letter to @HouseludDems saying DOJ did NOT consult
the before releasing @FB| text messages between Peter Strzok and Lisa Page to the press. Here is
our joint response, w/ @Repleffries @RepRaskin: pic.twitter.com/mBTjGedUsi

Download the Twitter app

lan D. Prior
Principal Deputy Director of Public Affairs

Office: 202.616.0911
Cell:[QXE)
For information on office hours, access to media events, and standard ground rules for interviews,

please click here.

Document ID: 0.7.16060.58092 20180326-0062398



Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 8:34 PM
To: Alexander, Matthew (NBCUniversal)
Subject: FW: OIG response to House
Attachments: Nadler Raskin Response Letter.pdf

Document ID: 0.7.16060.93287 20180326-0062399



Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 8:33 PM
To: Alexander, Matthew (NBCUniversal)
Subject: RE: Hi

I can forward

L S

Sarah Isgur Flores
Director of Public Affairs
202.305.5808

From: Alexander, Matthew (NBCUniversal) [mailto:Matthew.Alexander@nbcuni.com]
Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 8:30 PM

To: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) <siflores@jmd.usdoj.gov>

Subject: RE: Hi

Isthe IG's letter to be found anywhere except on Natasha Bertrand’s twitter feed??

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) [mailto:Sarah.Isgur.Flores@usdoj.gov]
Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 8:27 PM

To: Alexander, Matthew (NBCUniversal)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Hi

I'll forward it to you when they put it out. Call or text anytime: 202_.305.5808 But the short version is that he’s
saying that the IG never objects when the records are preexisting like they are here and then he just leaves out
the part where he should have said “and so. as with the pre-exsting records here_, we did not object to the
release of these texts to congress after DOJ told us they had requests from Congress.” And then the next part is
saying ‘but that the IG isn’t the one who signs off on legal or ethical concerns—DO] officials do that.” Which
then [ was saying if you look at my earlier statement—that’s exactly what our career folks did.

https:/twitter. com/SarahFloresDOJ Zlang=en

Does that make sense?

Sarah Isgur Flores
Director of Publc Affairs
202.305.5808

From: Alexander, Matthew (NBCUniversal) [mailto:Matthew.Alexander@nbcuni.com]
Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 8:24 PM

To: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) <siflores@imd.usdoj.gov>

Subject: RE: Hi

a) 1have passed on your thanks. And she means it.
b) Yeah |would love an explainer. Also a headsup of where | can find the IG statement when it comes.
Where do | call??

Document ID: 0.7.16060.93281 20180326-0062403



From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) [mailto:Sarah.Isgur.Flores@usdoj.gov]
Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 8:19 PM

To: Alexander, Matthew (NBCUniversal)

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Hi

Hey.. really appreciate that tweet from Rachel. Truly. She didn’t need to do that and its especially kind when it
would have been so easier/popular for her to pile on. My integrity has been questioned a lot this week on an
issue [ tried to handle as fairly as I could to all parties involved understanding the stakes and those are the times
things like this really stand out.

Back to business: Call me if you want me to explain—the IG letter is super confusing, but he is actually agreeing
with me. Talked to IG earlier and expect statement from them shortly that will be in line with mine:

The |etter released by the IG tonight is entirely consistent w my earlier tweets & DAG's testimony. IG had no
objection to release to Congress. We then consulted senior career legal/ethics experts to determine there
were no issues w releasing texts to either Congress or press.
https://twitter.com/SarahFloresDOJ/status/941833219871096832

Sarah Isgur Flores

Director of Public Affairs
2023055808

From: Alexander, Matthew (NBCUniversal) [mailto:Matthew.Alexander@nbcuni.com]
Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 3:16 PM

To: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) <siflores@imd.usdoj.gov>

Subject: RE: Hi

The five cmtes were the 2 intels, the 2 judiciaries and...oversight?

For the rest —thank you!

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) [mailto:Sarah.Isqur.Flores@usdoj.gov]
Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 2:46 PM

To: Alexander, Matthew (NBCUniversal)

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Hi

Below! (Sorry | totally missed them the first time)

On Dec 15, 2017, at 1:52 PM, Alexander, Matthew (NBCUniversal) <Matthew.Alexander@nbcuni.com> wrote:

Popular, in a good, cool, high-school kind of way, right? ©

As for Q's first 3 —I'm looking for ON the record for #1-3, OFF the record, guidance only on #5-6,
#4 more of a venting....

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) [mailto:Sarah.Isgur.Flores@usdoj.gov]
Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 1:35 PM

To: Alexander, Matthew (NBCUniversal)

Document ID: 0.7.16060.93281 20180326-0062404



Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Hi
Lol! So true©

Sarah Isgur Flores
Director of Pubkc Affairs
202.305.5808

From: Alexander, Matthew (NBCUniversal) [mailto:Matthew.Alexander@nbcuni.com]
Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 1:34 PM

To: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) <siflores@jmd.usdoj.gov>

Subject: Hi

You're very popular today!
466 followers in one day? Not bad!

Ok- Sorry to be a bore here, but help me re: Strzok / Page

1) When you say they were released to the congressional committees — is that just
Sen & House judiciary? Or also the intel cmtes? 5 committees total

2) The committees were provided copies of 375 texts, right? 375 texts that the IG
approved for release out of 10,000 that the IG examined? Appx 375. We've never
provided full number.

3) Were the anti-Hillary, anti-Obama admin, anti-Bernie texts among the 375
approved for release? I'm not aware of any news reports of texts that were not
among the appx 375 we provided to congress.

4) If they're floating around all over the place, why can’t we just have a link where we
can see them? Congress was only provided hard copies. That being said, they can
scan them or upload them if they choose.

5) OTR/guidance - Which news outlet (or outlets) reported that reporters got access
to texts before the committees? Was that Biz Insider? Yes. It never happened.

6) OTR/guidance — when you say the reporters who got them “outside this process” —
That's referring just to NYT and their first story? Or to Fox News? Decline comment
bc of nature of how | learned (ie | protect yalls confidence/rules same as you
protect mine.)

It's Friday!

Matthew

Document ID: 0.7.16060.93281

20180326-0062405



Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 8:16 PM
To: jake.gibson@foxnews.com
Subject: FW: OIG response to House
Attachments: Nadler Raskin Response Letter.pdf

——
Sarah Isgur Flores
Director of Public Affairs

202.305.5808

Document ID: 0.7.16060.92463 20180326-0062411



Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 7:53 PM
To: Chuck Ross

Subject: RE: DOJ IG letter on Strzok texts

https://twitter.com/SarahFloresDOJ/status/941833219871096832

off the record: I understand IG is putting out a statement soon too. But call me if you need me to walk yuou
thought thisl

Sarah Isgur Flores
Director of Pubhc Affairs
202.305.5808

From: Chuck Ross [mailto:chuck@dailycaller.com]
Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 6:50 PM

To: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) <siflores@jmd.usdoj.gov>
Subject: DOJ IG letter on Strzok texts

Sarah.

Do you guys have a response to the DOJ IG's letter saying they weren't consulted ahead of the release of the
Strzok texts?

Seeing some journos assert that your tweets from earlier were wrong, and I'm trying to figure out what's what.

Thanks for any help,
Chuck Ross

The Daily Caller
316-616-7326

Document ID: 0.7.16060.91993 20180326-0062415



Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 7:53 PM

To: Max Greenwood

Subject: RE: DOJ OIG wasn't consulted before texts were released?

https://twitter.com/SarahFloresDOJ/status/941833219871096832

LS S

Sarah Isgur Flores
Director of Public Affairs
202.305.5808

From: Max Greenwood [mailto:mgreenwood@thehill.com]
Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 7:10 PM

To: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) <siflores@jmd.usdoj.gov>
Subject: DOJ OIG wasn't consulted before texts were released?

Hi Sarah -- Do you have any comment on the DOJ IG's letter to Reps. Nadler. Raskin and Jeffries saying that
OIG wasn't consulted before releasing Peter Strzok's text messages to members of Congress and the media?

Thanks in advance,

Max Greenwood
Reporter | The Hill
mgreenwood @thehill. com
(321)698-1135

Document ID: 0.7.16060.93028 20180326-0062416



Press
)|

From: Press

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 5:23 PM
To: Prior, lan (OPA)

Subject: FW: Harper's Magazine inquiry

Harpers following up.

Thanks - Kristen

From: Claire Bryan [mailto:west@harpers.org]
Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 10:56 AM

To: Press <Press@jmd.usdoj.gov>

Subject: Re: Harper's Magazine inquiry

Hi Kristen.
I'm following up on this request. Has there been any progress?

Thank youl!
Claire

Claire Bryan
Editorial Assistant
west(@harpers.org
212.420.5741

Harper's Magazine
666 Broadway, 11th Floor
New York, NY 10012

https/harpers.org

On Wed, Dec 13, 2017 at 4:25 PM, Claire Bryan <west@harpers.org> wrote:

Hi Kristen,

Thanks for speaking just now. I'm looking to gain access to text messages that were exchanged between
FBI officials (Peter Strzok and Lisa Page) in March 2016 that the Department of Justice reviewed.

Can you connect me to someone who could provide these documents for me? You can reach me at 212-
420-5741. My deadline is Friday.

Thank vou in advance for your assistance.

Document ID: 0.7.16060.57627 20180326-0062437



Best,
Claire Bryan

Claire Brvan
Editorial Assistant
west@harpers.org
212.420.5741

Harper's Magazine

666 Broadway, 11th Floor
New York, NY 10012
https://harpers.org

Document ID: 0.7.16060.57627 20180326-0062438



Prior, lan (OPA)
L ——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

From: Prior, lan (OPA)

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 2:01 PM
To: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Subject: RE: Flores statement

please click

Forinjorm

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 1:52 PM

To: Prior, l1an (OPA) <IPrior@jmd.usdoj.gov>
Subject: Re: Flores statement

(b) (5) I

On Dec 15, 2017, at 1:50 PM. Prior, Ian (OPA) <IPrior(@jmd.usdoj.gov> wrote:

(®) (5
0000000000000

lan D. Prior

Principal Deputy Director of Public Affairs
Department of Justice

Office: 202.616.0911

&R (b) (6)

Forinforn

interviews, please click here.

Document ID: 0.7.16060.57987 20180326-0062617



From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 1:16 PM

To: Prior, lan (OPA) <IPrior@jmd.usdoj.gov>
Subject: Re: Flores statement

I
|
On Dec 15, 2017, at 12:51 PM, Prior, lan (OPA) <IPrior(@ jmd usdoji.gov> wrote:

Ian D. Prior
Principal Deputy Director of Public Affairs
Office: 202.616.0911

[®CIR(b) (6)

For information on office hours, access to media events, and standard ground
rules for interviews, please click here.

Begin forwarded message:

From: Natasha Bertrand <nbertrand@ businessinsider.com>
Date: December 15, 2017 at 12:47:58 PM EST

To: "Prior, Ian (OPA)" <Ian Prior/@usdoj.gov>

Subject: Re: Flores statement

Hi. circling back on these questions. Thanks.

On Fri. Dec 15, 2017 at 8:43 AM. Natasha Bertrand
<nbertrand @ businessinsider.com> wrote:

Following up on that. Rep. Matt Gaetz told CNN this morning that
the DOJ was forced to release the Strzok/Page texts because Devin
Nunes "was about to subpoena them."

Is that accurate?

Thanks.
Natasha

On Thu, Dec 14, 2017 at 9:53 PM, Natasha Bertrand
<nbertrand@ businessinsider.com> wrote:

Hi Ian.

This statement from Sarah seems to indicate that there were
unauthorized disclosures of the Strzok texts to reporters.

"As we understand now, some members of the media had already

Document ID: 0.7.16060.57987 20180326-0062618



Document ID: 0.7.16060.57987

recetved copies of the texts before that — but those disclosures
were not authorized by the department "

https://www politico.com/story/2017/12/14/fbi-agents-text-
message- justice-department-congress-democrats-297737

Does DOJ know who disclosed them / does it plan to find out?

Thanks,
Natasha

Natasha Bertrand

Political Cotrespondent | Business Insider
631.317.8409

[@NatashaBertrand

Natasha Bertrand

Political Comrespondent ' Business Insider
631.317.8409

@NatashaBertrand

Natasha Bertrand
Political Correspondent | Business Insider

631.317.8409

@NatashaBertrand

20180326-0062619



Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 1:35 PM
To: Alexander, Matthew (NBCUniversal)
Subject: RE: Hi

Lol! So true®©

Sarah Isgur Flores

Director of Public Affairs
202.305.5808

From: Alexander, Matthew (NBCUniversal) [mailto:Matthew.Alexander@nbcuni.com]
Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 1:34 PM

To: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) <siflores@jmd.usdoj.gov>

Subject: Hi

You're very popular today!
466 followers in one day? Not bad!

Ok- Sorry to be a bore here, but help me re: Strzok / Page

1) When you say they were released to the congressional committees — is that just Sen & House
judiciary? Or also the intel cmtes?

2) The committees were provided copies of 375 texts, right? 375 texts that the IG approved for
release out of 10,000 that the IG examined?

3) Were the anti-Hillary, anti-Obama admin, anti-Bernie texts among the 375 approved for
release?

4) If they're floating around all over the place, why can’t we just have a link where we can see
them?

5) OTR/guidance - Which news outlet (or outlets) reported that reporters got access to texts
before the committees? Was that Biz Insider?

6) OTR/guidance — when you say the reporters who got them “outside this process” — That's
referring just to NYT and their first story? Or to Fox News?

It's Friday!

Matthew

Document ID: 0.7.16060.91945 20180326-0062647



Press
. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________}

From: Press

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 1:33 PM

To: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Subject: FW: Letter from Reps. Nadler, Jeffries, and Raskin
Attachments: 1664 001.pdf

FYI

From: McElvein, Elizabeth[QYO)

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 1:25 PM

To: Doj.correspondences@usdoj.gov; Press <Press@jmd.usdoj.gov>
Cc: Hiller, Aaron <Aaron.Hiller@mail.house.gov>

Subject: Letter from Reps. Nadler, Jeffries, and Raskin

Attached, please find a letter from Reps. Nadler, Jeffries, and Raskin to Director Flores and Deputy Attorney
General Rosenstein.

Regards,

Elizabeth H. McElvein
Professional Staff
Committee on the Judiciary
House of Representatives

WIO)

Document ID: 0.7.16060.92953 20180326-0062648



Congress of the TUnited States
Washington, IDE 20515

December 15, 2017

Sarah Isgur Flores

Director

Office of Public Affairs

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington DC 20530

Dear Director Flores,

We wrote to you yesterday regarding the Department’s decision to invite a group of
reporters to view text messages between FBI officials Peter Strzok and Lisa Page—in private, at
Department headquarters, and before delivery to congressional offices was complete.!

Shortly after we transmitted our letter to the Department, you released a statement to the
press:

When the initial inquiries came from the committees and members of Congress,
the deputy attorney general consulted with the inspector general, and the inspector
general determined that he had no objection to the Department’s providing the
material to the Congressional committees . . . . After that consultation, senior
career ethics advisers determined that there were no legal or ethical concerns,
including under the Privacy Act, that prohibited the release of the information to
the public either by members of Congress or by the Department.?

But later in the evening, your story appears to have changed. In an additional statement, you
said: “As we understand now, some members of the media had already received copies of the
texts before that—but those disclosures were not authorized by the department.”

We require clarification on this point. In addition to the questions we asked in yesterday’s
letter to you, please tell us:

| Natasha Bertrand, In ‘highly unusual’ move, DOJ secretly invited reporters to view ltexts sent by ousted FBI agents,
BUSINESS INSIDER, Dec. 13, 2017.

2 David Shortell, DOJ says no wrongdoing in release of FBI agent's texts, CNN, Dec. 14, 2017.

3 Darren Samuelsohn, Democrats want to know why Justice Department released FBI texts, POLITICO, Dec. 14,
2017.

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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= Did the media have access to these text messages prior to their delivery to Congress?

» Did the Department authorize this disclosure? If so, who in the Department authorized
this disclosure? If not, who in the Department made or facilitated this disclosure?

» Ifindeed it happened, why did you omit this unauthorized disclosure from your initial
statement to the press?

= You say that you relied on the advice of “career ethics advisers” who “determined there
were no legal or ethical concerns” with your release of this material to the press. Please
provide all documents and communications that form the basis of this advice.

We ask for your response to both our initial letter and these questions no later than December 19,
2017. We also ask that you communicate directly with our offices, rather than through the press,
when providing your response.

Sincerely,
rrold Nadler Hakeem Jeffries
Ranking Member Member of Congress

House Committee on the Judiciary

w:fluu

ie Raskin
VICC Ranking Member
House Committee on the Judiciary

ce: Chairman Bob Goodlatte, House Committee on the Judiciary
Deputy Attorney General Rod J. Rosenstein, U.S. Department of Justice

Document ID: 0.7.16060.92953-000001 20180326-0062650



Prior, lan (OPA)

From: Prior, lan (OPA)
Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 1:17 PM
To: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)
Subject: Re: Flores statement
R
lan D. Prior

Principal Deputy Director of Public Affairs
Office: 202.616.0911

ce! NG

For information on office hours, access to media events, and standard ground rules for interviews,
please click here.

On Dec 15, 2017, at 1:16 PM, Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) <siflores@jmd.usdoj.gov> wrote:

Duplicative

Document ID: 0.7.16060.58960 20180326-0062651



Prior, lan (OPA)
L ———————————————————————————————————————————————————

From: Prior, lan (OPA)

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 9:46 AM
To: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Subject: RE: Flores statement

(®) (5)
-

lan D. Prior

Principal Deputy Director of Public Affairs
Department of Justice

Office: 202.616.0911

&l (b) (6)

For information on office hours, access to media events, and standard ground rules for interviews, please click

here.

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 9:34 AM

To: Prior, 1an (OPA) <IPrior@jmd.usdoj.gov>
Subject: Re: Flores statement

(b) (5)

On Dec 15, 2017, at 9:33 AM, Prior, Ian (OPA) <IPrior(@jmd usdoj.gov> wrote:
WIS
|

lan D. Prior
Principal Deputy Director of Public Affairs

Department of Justice
Office: 202.616.0911

&3l (b) (6)

For information on office hours, access to media events, and standard ground rules for

interviews, please click here.

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 9:08 AM
To: Prior, lan (OPA) <IPrior@jmd.usdoj.gov>
Subject: Re: Flores statement

(b) (5)
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On Dec 15, 2017, at 9:07 AM, Prior, Ian (OPA) <IPrior@ imd.usdoj.gov> wrote:

(b) (5) For some reason it was in my

deleted box.

Ian D. Prior
Principal Deputy Director of Public Affairs
Office: 202.616.0911

Cel:[QXO)

For information on office hours, access to media events, and standard ground

rules for interviews, please click here.

On Dec 15, 2017, at 8:50 AM, Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)
<siflores@ imd . usdoj.gov> wrote:

Document ID: 0.7.16060.57993

b) (5)

On Dec 15, 2017, at 8:47 AM., Prior, Ian (OPA)
<[Prior@ imd usdoj.gov> wrote:

WIO)

Ian D. Prior
Principal Deputy Director of Public Affairs
Office: 202.616.0911

(@01 (b) (6)

For information on office howrs, access to media

events, and standard ground rules for interviews,

please click here.

Begin forwarded message:

From: Natasha Bertrand
<nbertrand/@businessinsider.com>

Date: December 15, 2017 at 8:43:24 AM
EST

To: "Prior, Ian (OPA)"

<Jan Prior@usdoi.gov>

Subject: Re: Flores statement
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Prior, lan (OPA)

From: Prior, lan (OPA)
Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 9:35 AM
To: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)
Subject: RE: Flores statement
®) (5 I

lan D. Prior

Principal Deputy Director of Public Affairs
Department of Justice

Office: 202.616.0911

cel [ DIGH

For information on office hours, access to media events, and standard ground rules for interviews, please click
here.

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 9:34 AM
To: Prior, 1an (OPA) <IPrior@jmd.usdoj.gov>
Subject: Re: Flores statement

Duplicative
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Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 7:25 AM

To: John.Walcott@thomsonreuters.com

Ce: Sarah.N.Lynch@thomsonreuters.com; Mark.Hosenball@thomsonreuters.com
Subject: Re: DOJ says early release of FBl agents' texts was 'not authorized'

And here's a more full statement. | didn't reach out bc mark said he had learned about the past admins
practice during F&f and was no longer pursuing.

The Chairman and Ranking Members of each of the congressional committees were
provided the opportunity to have copies of the texts delivered to their offices. This was
completed before any member of the media was given access to view the same copy of
the texts by the Department’s Office of Public Affairs.

As the Deputy Attorney General said in this testimony on Wednesday, when the initial
inquiries came from committees and members of Congress, the Deputy Attorney General
consulted with the Inspector General, and the Inspector General determined that he had
no objection to the Department’s providing the material to the Congressional committees
that had requested it. After that consultation, senior career ethics advisors determined
that there were no legal or ethical concerns, including under the Privacy Act, that
prohibited the release of the information to the public either by members of congress or
by the Department.

On Dec 15, 2017, at 7:11 AM, Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) <siflores@ijmd.usdoj.gov> wrote:

Bl has never reached out to me for comment or to discuss this story and her tweets have
been discredited repeatedly during this process.

| learned that another news organization may have had the texts before | showed them to
media at doj. Which means we didn't give it to them. Could mean congress did after we
gave it to them. Confused why that reflects poorly on doj?

On Dec 15, 2017, at 12:59 AM, "John.Walcott@thomsonreuters.com"
<John.Walcott@thomsonreuters.com> wrote:

Sarah,

1. Is this story accurate? Once more, was the early release to selected news
organizations of email exchanges that are part of an ongoing IG investigation
authorized?

2. If it was, by whom? If it was not Mr. Rosenstein, was it the Attorney
General? If it was, did the President or any member of the Executive Office of
the President direct him to do it?

3. If it was not authorized, who chose on his or her own to give the material
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to selected reporters; is that person or persons a political appointee; and are
they now subject to disciplinary action or dismissal?

4. If the story is accurate, did you inform Sarah Lynch or me this evening. If
you did, | didn’t receive your email or call, when you have my home number,
as well as this email address.

5. If not, why not?

Given our discussion today, the climate in this town is only made worse by
favors or favoritism, IF either is the case here.

Again, per our earlier discussion, now yesterday, please note that | did not
call you at this hour, baffled though | am by this development— again, if the
story is accurate.

Also as we discussed, if true, this development is bad for your department,
reflects poorly on the Trump administration, further poisons relations between
the administration and the legitimate news media, serves our democracy
badly, or, worse, aids and abets the ongoing efforts to discredit it.

Thanks,

John

http://www.businessinsider.com/doj-says-early-release-of-fbi-agents-texts-
was-not-authorized-2017-12

John Walcott
Editor-in-Charge, National Security and Foreign Affairs
Reuters News
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Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 7:14 AM
To: Katmer, Elvan

Cc: Gibson, Jake; 531-DCDeskOps; Press
Subject: Re: Statement on

| want to clarify something about my statement:

| learned that another news organization may have had the texts before | showed them to media at
doj. Which means we didn't give it to them. Could mean congress did after we gave it to them for
example. As | said in my statement, there was no limitation on congressional release to the public
either legally or ethically.

On Dec 14, 2017, at 11:44 PM, Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) <siflores@imd.usdoj.gov> wrote:

The Chairman and Ranking Members of each of the congressional committees
were provided the opportunity to have copies of the texts delivered to their
offices. This was completed before any member of the media was given
access to view the same copy of the texts by the Department’s Office of
Public Affairs. As we understand now, some members of the media had
already received copies of the texts before that—but those disclosures were
not authorized by the Department.

As the Deputy Attorney General said in this testimony on Wednesday, when
the initial inquiries came from committees and members of Congress, the
Deputy Attorney General consulted with the Inspector General, and the
Inspector General determined that he had no objection to the Department’s
providing the material to the Congressional committees that had requested

it. After that consultation, senior career ethics advisors determined that there
were no legal or ethical concerns, including under the Privacy Act, that
prohibited the release of the information to the public either by members of
congress or by the Department.

On Dec 14, 2017, at 11:43 PM, Katmer, Elvan <Elvan.Katmer@FOXNEWS.COM> wrote:

Good evening Ms. Flores,

1 am a journalist with Fox News.

I am reading a Business Insider report that refers to a POLITICO article citing you
saying a Justice Department “statement” acknowledges “copies of private text
messages exchanged between two former special counsel investigators were
disclosed to certain members of the media before they were given to Congress,
even though those disclosures ‘were not authorized.”
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Can you confirm if there is a DoJ statement on this, or was this in response to a
question you have provided to POLITICO. Could you please confirm if the release
of these texts were not authorized.

Sincerely,

Elvan Katmer

Fox News Channel
Assignment Desk
(202) 824 - 6369

This message and its attachments may contain legally privileged or
confidential information. It is intended solely for the named addressee. If you
are not the addressee indicated in this message (or responsible for delivery of
the message to the addressee), you may not copy or deliver this message or
its attachments to anyone. Rather, you should permanently delete this
message and its attachments and kindly notify the sender by reply e-mail. Any
content of this message and its attachments that does not relate to the
official business of Fox News or Fox Business must not be taken to have been
sent or endorsed by either of them. No representation is made that this email
or its attachments are without defect.
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Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2017 9:38 PM

To: Laura Jarrett

Subject: Fwd: Letter to DOJ IG re: FBI Text Messages

The Chairman and Ranking Members of each of the congressional committees were
provided the opportunity to have copies of the texts delivered to their offices. This was
completed before any member of the media was given access to view the same copy of
the texts by the Department’s Office of Public Affairs. As we understand now, some
members of the media had already received copies of the texts before that—but those
disclosures were not authorized by the Department.

As the Deputy Attorney General said in this testimony on Wednesday, when the initial
inquiries came from committees and members of Congress, the Deputy Attorney General
consulted with the Inspector General, and the Inspector General determined that he
had no objection to the Department’s providing the material to the Congressional
committees that had requested it. After that consultation, senior career ethics
advisors determined that there were no legal or ethical concerns, including under the
Privacy Act, that prohibited the release of the information to the public either by
members of congress or by the Department.
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Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2017 8:21 PM
To:

Subject: FW: Letter to Director Flores***
Attachments: 12.14.17 Letter to Director Flores.pdf

-
Sarah Isgur Flores
Director of Public Affairs

202.305.5808

From: Press

Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2017 5:44 PM

To: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) <siflores@jmd.usdoj.gov>
Subject: FW: Letter to Director Flores***

Thank you - Kristen

From: McElvein, Elizabeth([QXE)]

Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2017 5:33 PM

To: Doj.correspondences@usdoj.gov; Press <Press@jmd.usdoj.gov>
Subject: Letter to Director Flores

Attached, please find a letter from Reps. Nadler, Jeffries, and Raskin to Director Flores and Deputy Attorney
General Rosenstein.

Regards,

Elizabeth H. McElvein
Professional Staff
Committee on the Judiciary
House of Representatives

LIO
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Congress of the United States
Tashington, BE 20515

December 14, 2017

Sarah Isgur Flores

Director

Office of Public Affairs

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington DC 20530

Dear Director Flores,

On the evening of December 12, 2017, the Department of Justice delivered to us a set of
private text messages between FBI officials Peter Strzok and Lisa Page. It has been reported that
the Department also invited a group of reporters to view these text messages—in private, at
Department headquarters, and before delivery to congressional offices was complete.'

On December 13, 2017, Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein appeared as a witness
before the House Judiciary Committee. When Representatives Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY) and
Jamie Raskin (D-MD) questioned him about the Department’s sharing these sensitive text
messages with the press, Mr. Rosenstein responded:

[A]s you know, I am not the public affairs officer, so I wouldn’t know what the
precedent was, but generally speaking our goal is to be as forthcoming with the
media as we can, when it is lawful and appropriate to do so. So I would not
approve anybody disclosing something that was not appropriate to disclose.”

When pressed further about the relevance of the text messages to an ongoing investigation by the
Office of the Inspector General, Mr. Rosenstein said:

! Natasha Bertrand, In ‘highly unusual’ move, DOJ secretly invited reporters to view texts sent by ousted FBI agents,
BUSINESS INSIDER, Dec. 13, 2017.

% Oversight Hearing with Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein, before the H. Comm. on the Judiciary, Dec. 13,
2017 (statement of Deputy Attorney general Rod Rosenstein).

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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Letter to Director Flores, Page 2

When this inquiry came in from the Congress, we did consult with the Inspector
General to determine that he had no objection to the release of the material. Ifhe
had, I can assure you we would not have authorized the release.’

Mrs. Flores, you are the Department’s public affairs officer, and we write to you for
further clarification about this unusual move:

= A spokeswoman for the Department suggested that “career Justice officials evaluated the
messages . . . to be sure they could be released ‘under both ethical and legal standards.””*
Who at the Department made this evaluation?

»  Who at the Department of Justice approved your decision to invite the press to view these
text messages? Please provide all documents and communications regarding the decision
to invite the press the view these text messages.

= Did you consult with any official at the Office of the Inspector General about sharing
these text messages with the press prior to the Department’s doing so?

=  Who attended this media briefing? Please provide us with the names of the attendees,
their media outlets, and copies of any documents or materials you may have provided or
shown to the press at that time.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. We ask for your response no later than
December 19, 2017.

Sincerely,
/A 4
Jarrold Nadler Hakeem Jeffries
Ranking Member Member of Congress

House Committee on the Judiciary

‘1.
4 Darren Samuelsohn, DOJ fuels doubt about integrity of Mueller probe, POLITICO, Dec. 14, 2017.
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Letter to Director Flores, Page 3

AZLMGLML

Jamie Raskin
Vlce Ranking Member
House Committee on the Judiciary

cc: Chairman Bob Goodlatte, House Committee on the Judiciary
Deputy Attorney General Rod J. Rosenstein, U.S. Department of Justice
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Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2017 8:06 PM
To: Darren Samuelsohn

Subject: RE: Letter to DOJ IG re: FBI Text Messages

The Chairman and Ranking Members of each of the congressional committees were provided the
opportunity to have copies of the texts delivered to their offices. This was completed before any
member of the media was given access to view the same copy of the texts by the Department’s
Office of Public Affairs. As we understand now, some members of the media had already received
copies of the texts before that—but those disclosures were not authorized by the Department.

As the Deputy Attorney General said in this testimony on Wednesday, when the initial inquiries
came from committees and members of Congress, the Deputy Attorney General consulted with the
Inspector General, and the Inspector General determined that he had no objection to the
Department’s providing the material to the Congressional committees that had requested it. After
that consultation, senior career ethics advisors determined that there were no legal or ethical
concerns, including under the Privacy Act, that prohibited the release of the information to the
public either by members of congress or by the Department.

>

Sarah Isgur Flores
Director of Public Affarrs
202.305.5808

From: Darren Samuelsohn [mailto:dsamuelsohn@politico.com]
Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2017 7:07 PM

To: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) <siflores@jmd.usdoj.gov>
Subject: FW: Letter to DOJ IG re: FBI Text Messages

Hey Sarah,

Guessing you've seen the attached letters from House Dems to you and the IG asking about the media
briefing. I'm going to write a short story on this. Do you want to comment or respond? Posting something
short in about 30 or so minutes.

Thank you,

Darren Samuelsohn

Senior reporter, POLITICO
Desk: 703-842-1769

Cet: DI
Dsamuelsohn/@politico.com
({@dsamuelsohn
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I‘lcu'cs= Sarah Isgur !OPA!

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2017 8:02 PM

To: Boyd, Stephen E. (OLA); Hankey, Mary Blanche (OLA)
Subject: FW: Letter to Director Flores***

Attachments: 12.14.17 Letter to Director Flores.pdf

Welp---that happened.

Sarah Isgur Floges

Director of Public Affairs

202.305.5808

From: Press

Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2017 5:44 PM
To: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) <siflores@jmd.usdoj.gov>
Subject: FW: Letter to Director Flores***

Duplicative

Document ID: 0.7.16060.5756 20180326-0063497



Flcwcs= Sarah Isgur !OPA!

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2017 7:59 PM
To: Darren Samuelsohn

Subject: RE: Letter to DOJ IG re: FBI Text Messages
Yes—coming momentarily

X

Sarah Isgur Flores

Director of Public Affairs

202.305.5808

From: Darren Samuelsohn [mailto:dsamuelsohn@politico.com]
Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2017 7:07 PM

To: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) <siflores@jmd.usdoj.gov>
Subject: FW: Letter to DOJ IG re: FBI Text Messages
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Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2017 3:58 PM
To: Tierney Sneed; Prior, lan (OPA)
Subject: RE: Strzok/Page texts

We have not released any texts. 5 committees of congress have them though.

Ee s

Sarah Isgur Flores
Director of Public Affairs
202.305.5808

From: Tierney Sneed [mailto:tierney@talkingpointsmemo.com]

Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2017 3:19 PM

To: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) <siflores@jmd.usdoj.gov=>; Prior, lan (OPA) <IPrior@jmd.usdoj.gov>
Subject: Strzok/Page texts

Hi Sarah and Ian.
Has the DOJ released the ~375 Strzok/Page texts that it reportedly previewed for reporters earlier this week?
If so, can you make them available to me?

Thanks.
Tierney

Tierney Sneed
Talking Points Memo

202-758-304S QN

[@tierner megan
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Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2017 2:34 PM
To: Darren Samuelsohn; Josh Gerstein
Subject: RE: closing the loop

I'm ok with that being inchuded. You've got it from me directly and not from Josh©

o

Sarah Isgur Flores
Director of Public Affairs
202.305.5808

From: Darren Samuelsohn [mailto:dsamuelsohn@politico.com]

Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2017 2:25 PM

To: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) <siflores@jmd.usdoj.gov>; Josh Gerstein <jgerstein@politico.com>
Subject: Re: closing the loop

That is what the Dems were complaining about and what the sentence was previously talking about.
1 can also add a line to say DOJ gave the messages to lawmakers before they were shared with the media. But
| want to be sure I'm playing fair with respect to reporting something I've since learned through our OTR

channels and not via Josh.

Are you OK with me saying some version of this at the end of the clarification?
DOJ also delivered the text messages to lawmakers before they were released to the press.

Thank you,

Darren Samuelsohn
Senior reporter, POLITICO
Desk: 703-842-1769

Dsamuelsohn@politico.com
({@dsamuelsohn

From: "Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)" <Sarah.lsgur.Flores@usdoj.gov>

Date: Thursday, December 14, 2017 at 2:19 PM

To: Darren Samuelsohn <dsamuelsohn@politico.com>, Josh Gerstein <jgerstein@politico.com>
Subject: RE: closing the loop

I still think its important for your readers to know that members of congress received them first—I guess im not
sure why the hearing is a relevant time marker. Ile—there just as easily could have been no hearing the next day

e 4 .
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but members of congress stll had them.

Sarah Isgur Flores
Director of Public Affairs
202.305.5808

From: Darren Samuelsohn [mailto:dsamuelsohn@politico.com]

Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2017 2:16 PM

To: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) <siflores@imd.usdoj.gov>; Josh Gerstein <jgerstein@politico.com>
Subject: closing the loop

Hi Sarah,

We're going to change the last word in the sentence you flagged from ‘lawmakers’ to ‘hearing.’ This
sentence is paraphrasing the complaint that the Democrats were making during the hearing, and that was
what | was trying to capture.

The sentence is being changed to say: Rosenstein also faced several questions from Democrats seeking an
explanation about why reporters had gotten access to Strzok’s text messages before the hearing.

We also added a line at the end of the story to say the following:

Clarification: This story has been updated to clarify Democrats were questioning Deputy Attorney General Rod
Rosenstein about why reporters had gotten access to FBI agent Peter Strzok’s text messages before
Wednesday’s House Judiciary Committee hearing.

1 am sorry for the confusion. As Josh noted before, | was reporting on my own about the discussion on the
Hill yesterday and knew it would be inappropriate to approach Gerstein since he was bound by your
OTR/embargo ground rules.

Thank vyou,

Darren Samuelsohn
Senior reporter, POLITICO
Desk: 703-842-1769

Cet{DIGHN

Dsamuelsohn/@politico.com

(@dsamuelsohn

From: "Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)" <Sarah.lsgur.Flores@usdoj.gov>

Date: Thursday, December 14, 2017 at 1:26 PM

To: Josh Gerstein <jgerstein@politico.com>, Darren Samuelsohn <dsamuelsohn@politico.com>
Subject: RE: Sharing a POLITICO link: “DOJ fuels doubts about integrity of Mueller probe”

Thanks. Josh. All reasonable points. Hopefully Darren can take my word for it that no documents were shown
to any member of the press before Congress. Although I understand the texts were in distribution to reporters
from another source before I showed them to anyone and I don’t know how that happened.

PSS

Sarah Isgur Floges

/™o A
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Lairector Of Fubkc Attarrs
202.305.5808

From: Josh Gerstein [mailto:jgerstein@politico.com]

Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2017 1:21 PM

To: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) <siflores@jmd.usdoj.gov>; Darren Samuelsohn <dsamuelsohn@politico.com>
Subject: RE: Sharing a POLITICO link: “DOJ fuels doubts about integrity of Mueller probe”

Hi Sarah:

So in order to respect the terms of the embargo and the sourcing from Tuesday night, | did my best to steer
clear of this story entirely. Just seemed awkward for me to try to wade into the specifics of stuff that was
supposed to be for guidance or unattributed and the timing of everything.

Now that some of that is, for better or worse, in the public domain maybe you can work out with Darren the
timeline he can report. | think he was operating primarily off of what lawmakers were saying yesterday at
the hearing and elsewhere on the Hill.

If there’s something specific you need me to verify about what went down, I'm happy to do that, but | did
not want to breach any confidences.

--Josh

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) [mailto:Sarah.lsgur.Flores@usdoj.gov]

Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2017 12:59 PM

To: Josh Gerstein <jgerstein@politico.com>; Darren Samuelsohn <dsamuelsohn@politico.com>
Subject: Fwd: Sharing a POLITICO link: “DOJ fuels doubts about integrity of Mueller probe”

| haven't seen a response to this. Need correction asap.

Begin forwarded message:

From: Darren Samuelsohn <dsamuelsohn@politico.com>

Date: December 14, 2017 at 11:08:11 AM EST

To: Darren Samuelsohn <dsamuelsohn@politico.com>

Subject: Sharing a POLITICO link: “DOIJ fuels doubts about integrity of Mueller probe”

Good morning,

Sharing my latest story published this AM in POLITICO: “DOJ fuels doubts about integrity
of Mueller probe”

https://www.politico.com/story/2017/12/14/justice-department-mueller-investigation-
295483

Please share on social media and with friends and collagues. You can tag me
@dsamuelsohn on Twitter.

Be in touch,

Darren Samuelsohn

Document ID: 0.7.16060.92340 20180326-0063761



Senior reporter, POLITICO
Desk: 703-842-1769

Cell: (IO
Dsamuelsohn@politico.com
@dsamuelsohn
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Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

onresponsive Record

From: John.Walcott@thomsonreuters.com [mailto:John.Walcott@thomsonreuters.com]

Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2017 12:03 PM

To: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) <siflores@jmd.usdoj.gov>; Prior, lan (OPA) <IPrior@jmd.usdoj.gov>
Subject: RE: Strzok texts

Thank you again, Sarah, and for last night’s back-and-forth. While I'm still not clear about who authorized
the release of texts that are part of an ongoing IG investigation (perhaps I'm dense, but former IGs | know
have said they don’t know of any precedent), but | can assure on two points:

1. Wedon't call people at 3 a.m. except in extremis (terrorist attacks, etc.) My mother’s rule was never to
call anyone after 9, and that still seems reasonable, although you should feel free to call me anytime
CIGEE )

2. We always base our stories on our reporting from multiple credible sources, preferably supported by
verifiable documents, and not on any preconceived notions, twisted facts, or fake news. Again, if you
feel otherwise, just call or email me.

ERl(b) (6)

I
All the best,
John

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) [mailto:Sarah.Isqur.Flores@usdoj.gov]

Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2017 11:23 AM
To: Hosenball, Mark J. (Reuters); Prior, Ian (OPA)
Cc: Walcott, John (Reuters)

Subject: RE: Strzok texts

1) Please please look into these things before sending me questions like this based on a single tweet you
found from over a day ago. It was answered by the DAG in the hearing when Jeffries asked about it
and Shannon sent out this tweet just moments later clarifying that their producer saw the same thing that
Congress saw and every other outlet:

itter. hannonBream/status/940990591915130880

2) On your point about historical practice, I don’t know who you are talking to but I sent you the names

of 3 national reporters yesterday who have all confirmed past practice publicly.
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3) Ihave no clue why the time of day is relevant—I get calls from my reporters at 3am not infrequently.
We all work long hours in these jobs over here at DOJ—as is evidenced by the fact that several of the
DOJ reporters were still here when I left at 11pm last night.

4) Ihave confirmed that some outlets had the full set of tweets before we released them to Congress or
showed them to reporters here after, which makes this all seem like a silly non story.

At this point, your emails feels like badgering and a waste of time for me to argue about something you've
made your mind up on. No other reporter who actually works here seems to agree with vour narrative.
Throughout this conversation you have had the tone of an advocate and not a reporter. So I think we’re done.

Sarah Isgur Floges
Director of Publc Affairs
202.305.5808

From: Mark.Hosenball@thomsonreuters.com [mailto:Mark.Hosenball@thomsonreuters.com]
Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2017 10:55 AM

To: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) <siflores@jmd.usdoj.gov>; Prior, lan (OPA) <IPrior@jmd.usdoj.gov>
Subject: Strzok texts

I have contacted one or two people with historical knowledge of such issues and they said they had never seen or
heard of a previous case of DoJ late at night calling reporters in to look at private message-type evidence -
EVIDENCE, not internal memoranda - which had been collected by DoJ or IG in what is still an active, open
investigation. Also, assuming its accurate, the tweet below seems to raise a serious question as to how Fox News
obtained a much larger cache of Strzok messages than was provided to Congress. So I am still seriously wondering
who authorized such releases, what the legal rationale was for doing so, given the fact that the investigation is still
open, and whether you can produce any valid evidence that similar such material has been released in this manner
in the past by DoJ.

Natasha BertrandVerified account @NatashaBertrand
FollowFollow @NatashaBertrand

Rep. Hakeem Jeffries now asking who authorized the
DOJ to invite reporters to come view private texts
between 2 DOJ employees who were subject of
pending investigation. Also asked how it's possible that
Fox News has 10k Strzok-Page texts when DOJ only
gave Congress 375 texts.

8:50 AM - 13 Dec 2017

Many thanks for your attention to this inquiry. mh
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Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 4:12 PM
To: Alexander, Matthew (NBCUniversal)
Subject: RE: Sarah - Stupid Q

I don’t have the real texts—so I doubt the rnc does either©

LSS S

Sarah Isgur Flores
Director of Public Affarrs
202.305.5808

From: Alexander, Matthew (NBCUniversal) [mailto:Matthew.Alexander@nbcuni.com]
Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 4:09 PM

To: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) <siflores@jmd.usdoj.gov>

Subject: Sarah - Stupid Q

Sarah,
Help - I have a stupid Q but can you clarify for me —

These screenshots of the Strzok texts that RNC is blasting out (below)... are those the real texts or are they the RNC
marking up what they would like if sent on an iphone?

Don't judge me for being dumb!

From: Michael Ahrens - Communications/Research [mailto:Mahrens@gop.com]
Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 3:24 PM

To: Michael Ahrens - Communications/Research

Subject: [EXTERNAL] texts from last night

For several months we’ve been told that the special counsel’s office is conducting an unbiased,
independent investigation into the 2016 election. But newly-revealed text messages from at least two
members of Robert Mueller's team, Peter Strzok and Lisa Page, raise questions about the impartiality of the
investigation.

Here's just a sampling of the lovers’ typo-ridden anti-Trump texis:

®e000 ATAT LTE 1:55 PM - 60% >
< Back Peter Strzok Contact

Fri, Mar 4 2016, 7:52 PM

God Trump Is loathsome
human.

Vabk ha smsmas wde

Document ID: 0.7.16060.93255 20180326-0072016



TEL I rany wii,

Good for Hillary.

Would he be a worse president
than Cruz?

Trump?, yes I think so

I'm not sure.

Omag he’s an idiot.

(O] Send

During the Republican National Convention...

Document ID: 0.7.16060.93255

0000 ATAT LTE 2211 PM -+ 80% Wl

£ Back Peter Strzok Contact
Tue, Jul 19 2016, 8:09 PM |

Oooch, TURN IT ON, TURN IT
ON!!! THE DO*CHEBAGS ARE
ABOUT TO COME OUT. You can
tell by the excitable clapping.

My god, I'm so embarrassed
for them. These are like
second-run stars. Nothing the
B-list to relate to the kids
these days.

And wow, Donald Trump is in
an enormous do*che.

Hi. How was Trump, other than
a do*che? Melania? And any
luck with home purchases?

Trump barely spoke, but the
first thing out of his mouth was

"we’re going to win so000 big.”
The whole thing is like living in
a bad dream.

20180326-0072017



[ O) | sena

“..you're meant to protect the country from that menace” ...

Document ID: 0.7.16060.93255

®0000 ATAT LTE 213 PM - 50% N>

< Back Peter Strzok Contact

Sat, Aug 6 2016, 11:37 AM

Jesus. You should read this.
And Trump should go f himsell.

Moment in Convention Glare
Shakes Up Khans American
Life http://nyti.ms/2aHulEQ

God that’s a great article.
Thanks for sharing. And F
TRUMP.

Sat, Aug & 2016, 2:14 PM

And maybe you're meant to
stay where you are because
you're meant to protect the
country from that menace. To

that end comma, read this:
Trump Enablers Will Finally
Have to Take A Stand
http://nytl.ms/2aFakry

Thanks. It's absolutely true
that we're both very fortunate.
And of course I'll try and
approach it that way. I just
know it will be tough at times.
I can protect our country at
many levels, not sure if that
helps

(O] Send

00000 ATAT LTE 2:18 PM < 50% Wl

< Back Peter Strzok Contact

Sun, Dec 20 2016, 10:55 PM

1 am riled up. Trump is a
f***ing Idiot, is unable to
provide a coherent answer.

I CAN'T PULL AWAY, WHAT THE
F**K HAPPENED TO OUR
COUNTRY (redacted)??!?!

20180326-0072018



I don't know. But we'll get it
back. We're America. We rock

(O] Send

Michael Ahrens

Rapid Response Director
Republican National Committee
mahrens@gop.com

@michael ahrens
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Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 3:46 PM

To: Mark.Hosenball@thomsonreuters.com; Prior, lan (OPA)
Subject: RE: texts from last night

I didn’t know the RNC had them until you just said so. As I think I've now made pretty clear—these texts
went to the hill. After that happened. a handful of reporters who have 24/7 hard passes to DOJ here could the
hard copy of them in my offices. I have my hard copy stamped and it hasn’t left this hallway. A lot of other
people had these texts and I don’t know what the dozen plus committees and members who had them last night
did with them.

xRx

Sarah Isgur Floges
Director of Public Affairs
202.305.5808

From: Mark.Hosenball@thomsonreuters.com [mailto:Mark.Hosenball@thomsonreuters.com]
Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 3:38 PM

To: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) <siflores@jmd.usdoj.gov>; Prior, lan (OPA) <IPrior@jmd.usdoj.gov>
Subject: Fwd: texts from last night

So who released these to RNC ? And then why the clandestine dealings with reporters ?
Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:

From: Michael Ahrens - Communications/Research <Mahrens@gop.com>
Date: December 13, 2017 at 15:24:11 EST

To: Michael Ahrens - Communications/Research <Mahrens@gop.com>
Subject: texts from last night

Document ID: 0.7.16060.58665 20180326-0072031



Prior, lan (OPA)
e

From: Prior, lan (OPA)

Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 3:43 PM

To: Mark.Hosenball@thomsonreuters.com; Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)
Subject: RE: texts from last night

By the looks of it they just took the info from the fox report and created graphics

lan D. Prior

Principal Deputy Director of Public Affairs
Department of Justice

Office: 202.616.0911

ce!- IO

For information on office hours, access to media events, and standard ground rules for interviews, please click
here.

From: Mark.Hosenball@thomsonreuters.com [mailto:Mark.Hosenball@thomsonreuters.com]
Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 3:38 PM

To: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) <siflores@jmd.usdoj.gov>; Prior, lan (OPA) <IPrior@jmd.usdoj.gov>
Subject: Fwd: texts from last night

[Duplicative
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Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA) '

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 12:53 PM

To: Prior, lan (OPA)

Subject: Re: This is Eli Lake from Bloomberg View. Deadline query on text messages

Note Strohm was invited and declined
On Dec 13, 2017, at 12:52 PM, Prior, lan (OPA) <|Prior@jmd.usdoj.gov> wrote:
Going to give him approved statement

lan D. Prior

Principal Deputy Director of Public Affairs
Department of Justice

Office: 202.616.0911

Cell: 202.532.3954

For information on office hours, access to media events, and standard ground rules for
interviews, please click here.

From: Press

Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 12:51 PM

To: Prior, lan (OPA) <IPrior@jmd.usdoj.gov>

Cc: Pettit, Mark T. (OPA) <mtpettit@jmd.usdoj.gov>

Subject: FW: This is Eli Lake from Bloomberg View. Deadline query on text messages

Duplicative

Document ID: 0.7.16060.57775 20180326-0072148



Flom Sarah Isgur OPA

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)
Wednesday, December 13, 2017 12:53 PM
To: Prior, lan (OPA)
Re: This is Eli Lake from Bloomberg View. Deadline query on text messages

Ok

On Dec 13, 2017, at 12:52 PM, Prior, lan (OPA) <|Prior@jmd.usdoj.gov> wrote:

Document ID: 0.7.16060.58285 20180326-0072150



Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

From: Flores, Sarah Isgur (OPA)

Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 10:24 AM

To: Prior, lan (OPA)

Subject: Re: Tweet forwarded by @iprior1177

(b) (5) We often provide information we

give to the hill to avoid any confusion (on background [(QJE))

On Dec 13, 2017, at 9:59 AM, Prior, lan (OPA) <IPrior@jmd.usdoj.gov> wrote:

Just confirmed that the Justice Department invited reporters over to DOJ last night to look at
the Strzok/Page texts — and report them out — in case they did not leak in time for
Rosenstein's hearing today. Story TK.

Original Tweet: https://twitter.com/NatashaBertrand/status/940959111864340430

Sent via TweetDeck
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